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" RESOLVED
BY the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the United

States of America, in Congrefs affembled, That the Secretary

of the Senate and the Clerk of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, be

authorized and directed, to fubfcrlbe, on fuch terms as they may

deem eligible, for the ufe of the Senate and Koufe of Repre-

fentatives, for four hundred Copies of the Journals of Congrefs,

which are propofed to be publifhed by Richard Folwell, and

fuch number of copies of different volumes of the fets now in

print, as may be neceffary to complete the fame.

JONATHAN DAYTON, Speaker of the

House of Representatives.

JAMES ROSS, President of the Senate pro tempore.

Approved, March 2d, 1799:

JOHN ADAMS, President

of the United States."
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Monday^ November 4, 1782.

The following members attended, from

1

rMr.
\ Mr.
[^Mr.

CMr.

f Mr. John Taylor Oilman,

I Mr. Phillips White.
<> Mr. Samuel Ofgood.

r Mr. Jonathan Arnold,

^ Mr. David Howell.

f Tvlr. Benjamin Huntington,

} Mr. Eliphalet Dyer.

Mr. James Duane,

Mr. Ezra L'Hommedieu.
Mr. Elias Boudinot,

Mr. John Witherfpoon.

Mr. Thomas Smith,

Mr. George Clymer,

Mr. Henry Wynkoop.
Mr. Thomas M'Kean,
Mr. Samuel Wharton.
Mr. John Hanfon,

Daniel Carroll,

William Hemfley.

James Madifon,

Mr. Theodorick Bland,

Mr. Abner Nafh,

Mr. Hugh Williamfon,

Mr. William Blount.

John Rutledge,

Ralph Izard,

)avid Ramfay,

[_Mr. John Lewis Gervais.

Their credentials being read, the ftates proceeded to the eledion of

a prefident ; and, the ballots being taken,

The hon. Elias Boudinot was elefted.

On motion of Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. Izard,

Resolved^ That the thanks of Congrefs be given to the hon. John
Hanfon, late prefident of Congrefs, in teftimony of their approbation

of his conduft in the chair, and in the execution of public bufinefs.

On the report of the fecretary at war, to whom was referred a mo-
tion of Mr. Williamfon, refpefting the North-Carolina troops :

Resolved, That the commander of the fouthern army be inftrufted,

to retain, in the public fervice, fo many of the late 18 months' drafts,

Vol. VIII. B

New-Hampshire)

Massachusetts.,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut)
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Nenm-Jersey)
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Maryland,
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North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,
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of the ftate of North-Carolina, as he fhall think the public fafety may-

require ; and that a proportionate number of officers fliall be con-
tinued in full pay, for the connnand of thofe troops, while they are in

the field, the refolution of the 7th of Auguft notwithftanding ; and
that they then retire on the fame principles or emoluments on which
they would have retired had not the operation of the faid refolve been
fufpended.

TuESDATj November 5, 1782.

On motion of Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ofgood,

Resolved, That all committees appointed by the lad Congrefs, and
having bufinefs before them, be, and they are hereby authorized to

proceed in the fame, and that they make report as foon as may be.

The credentials of the delegates of New-Jerfey were read ; by
which it appears, that at a joint meeting of the council and affembly

at Trenton, on the 30th of Oclober, 1782, the hon. E. Boudinot, A.
Clark, J. Elmer, S. Condict and Frederick Frelinghuyfen, were elec-

ted, and any two or more of them empowered to reprelent and vote in

behalf of that ftate in the Congrefs of the United States of America,

from the 5th of November, 1782, to the 5th of November, 1783, un-

lefs a new appointment fhall fooner take place.

Ordered, That the fecretary at war, lay before Congrefs, as foon as

maybe, a particular ftate of the invalid corps.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Montgomery, Mr.
Bland, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Dyer and Mr. Witherfpoon, to whom were
referred a letter of the 16th of September laft, from governor Clin-

ton, a depofition of Joel Bigelow, and a memorial of Charles Phelps,

with fundry paper therein enclofed and referred to :

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee, con-

fifting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Clark, Mr. Livermore and

Mr. Law, as entered on the journal of the 17th of April laft ; and

the refolution propofed by this committee being read and debated,

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Dyer, to poft-

pone the confideration of the refolution propofed by the committee,

in order to confider the following proportion :

" That the preliminary required of the people, inhabiting the ter-

ritory called Vermont, by a refolve of the 20th Auguft, 1781, as in-

difpenfably neceffary to the recogHition of their independence, has

been complied with on their part."

A divUion was called for, and on the queftion to poftpone the con-

fideration of the refolution propofed by the committee, and the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Duane,

New-Hampshire
J
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New-Torky Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hotnmedietff

Netu-yersey^ Mr. Boudinot^

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Smith,

Mr. Wynkoopy

Delaware^ Mr. M^Kean

ay

Maryland^ Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

Mr. i?/an^,

Mr. Wharton, ay \
°^

^ y divided.

divided.

North-Carolina^ Mr. Nash,
Mr. Blount, ay ^

^-^

South-Carolina^ Mr. Rutled'^e, ayS
Mr. Izard, ^Jf-^J
Mr. Gervais, ay]

So It was refolved in the afRnnatlve.

Thursdat, November 7, 1782.

On the report of the committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr,
Ofgood, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Boudinot and Mr. Duane, to whom
were referred the letter of 19th of Auguft from the commander
in chief, the report of a committee thereon, and motions of Mr. Wil-
liamfon and Mr. Rutledge relative thereto, and alfo another letter of

the 25th of OAober, from the commander in chief, with a copy of &

letter to him from the count de Vergennes, dated 29th of July laft,

interceding for captain Afgill

:

Resolved, That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby direc-

ted to fet captain Afgill at liberty.

Fridat, November 8, 1782.

On motion of Mr. Madifon, feconded by Mr. Dyer,

Resolved, That the commander in chief be inftruAed to call, in the

mofl: pointed terms, on the Britidi commander at New-York, to fulfil

his engagement contained in his letter of the 13th day of Auguft laft,

" to make further inquiiition into the murder of captain Huddy, and

to purfue it with all the efFeft which a due regard to juftice will admit."

A motion was made by Mr. M'Kean, feconded by Mr. Duane, in

the words following :

" To prevent any mifconftrudlion which might arife from the pre-

ceding refolutions of Congrefs :

Be it declared, and it is hereby declared, that the commander in

chief or the commander of a feparate army, is, in virtue of the powers
vefted in them refpedlively, fully authorized and empowered, when-
ever the enemy fhall commit any a£t of cruelty or violence contrary

to the laws or ufage of war, to demand adequate fatisfaftion for the

fame, and in cafe fuch fatisfaftion fhall not be given in a reafonable

or limited time, or fliall he i-efufed or evaded under any pretence what-
ever, to caufe fultable retaliation to be forthwith made, and the Uni-
ted States in Congrefs affembled, will fupport them in fuch meafures."
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«)'
ay'

no
J>

i divided.

no ^ *

no~
no

no '^
*

no'

ay

no

}
no

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. White, to
poftpone the confideration of the motion.

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Blount,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Gilmauy

Mr. Whitey

Massachusetts^ Mr. Osgood^

Mbode-Islandy Mr. Arnold^

Mr. Honvelly

Connecticut^ Mr. Dyer,

New-York^ Mr. Duane^
Mr. L'HommedieU)

New-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot^

PennsylvaniOy Mr. Smithy

Mr. Clymerf

Mr. IVynkoopf no

Delaware^ Mr. M'Kean, no

Mr. WhartoUy no

Maryland^ Mr. Carroll^ no

Mr. Hemsleyy no

Virginicif Mr. Madison^ no

Mr. Bland, no

North-Carolina^ Mr. JVilliamson, no

Mr. Blount, no

South-Carolinat Mr. Rutledge, no

Mr. Izard, no

Mr. Gervais, no

So it paffed in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Madi-

fon, to ftrike out the preamble.

And on the queftion, fhall it ftand ? the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Williamfon,

New-HampsbirCj Mr. Gilman, ay

Mr. White, ay

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay ^
Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, no \

Mr. Howell, no^
Connecticut, Mr. Dyer, ay ^
New-York, Mr. Duane, ay

New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania,

}

ay

Mr. L'Hommedieu, ayy -^

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Smith,

Mr. Clymer,

Mr. Wynkoop,

Mr. M'-Kean,

Mr. Wharton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/««c/, -

ay

ay

ay

no

ay

ay

no

ay

r

}
ay

> diviided»

ay

divide/^.
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Delaware, Mr. M^Kean^
Mr. Wharton,

3Iarjland, Mr. Can-oil,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So it was refolved in the affirmative, as follows :

To prevent any mifconftru6tion which may arife from the refolu-

tion direfting captain Afgill to be fet at liberty, be it declared, and

it is hereby declared, that the commander in chief, or commander of

afeparate army, is, in virtue of the powers vefted in them refpeclive-

ly, fully authorized and empowered, whenever the enemy fliall com-

init any aft of cruelty or violence contrary to the laws or ufage of

war, to demand adequate fatisfadion for the fame ; and in cafe fuch

fatisfaftion fliall not be given in a reafonable or limited time, or fhall

be refufed or evaded under any pretence whatever, to caufe fuitable

retaliation to be forthwith made ; and the United States in Congrefs

affembled, will fupport them in fuch meafures.

TuESDAT, November 12, 1782.

On the report of the committee, confifling of Mr. Ofgood, Mr.
Izard, Mr. Bland and Mr. Duane, appointed to confider and' report

the moft jufl and pra£licable means of reducing the expenditures of

the United States ; and to whom was referred a report of the fecre-

tary at war, refpefting colonel Humphreys

:

Resolved, That a commiflion of lieutenant-colonel ifTue to David

Humphreys, one of the aids-de-eamp to the commander in chief, to

bear date from the 23d of June, 1780.

Whereas no provifion has been made by Congrefs for the geogra-

phers to the armies of the United States ; therefore,

Resolved, That the geographer to the main army, and the geogra-

pher to the fouthern department, be each of them allowed 60 dollars

per month, three rations per day, forage for two faddle horfes, one two-

horfe covered waggon, 6-| dollars per month for a fervant, for whom
they fliall be entitled to draw one ration per day, and the clothing al-

lowed to a private foldier.

That the affiftant geographers, if fuch officers fhall be judged ne-

cefTary by the commander in chief, be allowed 30 dollars per month,

one ration per day, and forage for one faddle horfe.

That when chain-bearers fhall be employed, not being foldiers, they

fliall each be allowed half a dollar per day.

TnunsDAT, November 14, 1782.

The committee, confifiing of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Ofgood and Mr..

Howell, to whom was referred part of the report of a committee ou
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governor Clinton's letter of the 16th of September, and petitions of

Charles Phelps, William Shattuck and Henry Evans ; report,

That the meafures complained of in the papers above-mentioned,

were probably occafioned by the flate of New-York having lately ifl'ii-

ed commilUons, both civil and military, to perfons refulent in the dif-

tridl called Vermont ; and therefore the committee i'ubmit the follow-

ing refolves :

Ifl:. That it be recommended to the (late of New-York to revoke

all commiffions, either qivll or military, which have been iffued by the

faid ilate fince the month of may laft, to perfons refidinp- in the diflriil

called Vermont, as defcribed in the refolves of the 7th and 20th of

Auguft, 1781.

'2d. That it be recommended to the perfons exercifing the powers
of government within the faid diftridt, to make full and ample fatif-

faftion to Charles Phelps, William Shattuck and Henry Evans, and
to all others in a fimilar predicament, for the damages which they have
fuftained in perfon and property, in confequence of the meafures ta-

ken againft them in the faid diltrift, and to fuffer them to return to

their habitations, and to remain unmolefled in the diftridl aforefaid.

3d. That it be recommended to the ftate of New-York, and to the
perfons exercifing the powers of government within the diflridl afore-

faid, to adhere to the recommendations of Congrefs contained in their

refolve of September 24, 1779, until a declfion ihall be had by Con-
grefs on the "ubje(5t referred to thsm by the faid ftate of New-York
and the faid diftrivl of Vermont.
On the queftion to agree to the firft refolution, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Duane,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman. no} ,. ., ,

Mr. White, ay
5^'^'^^^-

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay ^ *
Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, ay ^

Mr. Hoivell, qyy-^
Netv-York, Mr. Duane, no^

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no^
Neiu-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, 710 ^ «
Delaioare, Mr. M^Kean, no )

Mr. Wharton, no 3
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no~)

,
Mr. Hemsley, no 3

Virginia, Mr. Madison, no ^ *
North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson, no )

Mr. Blount, no ^
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no'\

Mr. Izard, no K-no

Mr. Gervais, noj

So the quefllon was loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. L'Hom-
medieu, that the fecond refolve be committed ; and, on the queftion

for commitment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,
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ay

no ^
no ^ »

no

divided.

no')

«o5
ay

cy
J>

*

ay

ay

ay

ay ^ *
^y'

^y
no

ay yay

"J

ay

ay

ay

y>

i

NeiV'Hampshire^ Mr. Gilman^

Mr. Wbite,

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Islandy Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Howell^

New-York, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Nenv-'jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Delaware, Mr. M'-Kenn,

Mr. Wharton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledgi,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So the queftlon was lofi.

A motion was then made by Mr. M'Kean, feconded by Mr. Duane,

that the remainder of the report be poftponed, on which the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Oilman,

Mr. White,

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Howell,

New-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Delaware, Mr. M'-Kean,

Mr. Wharton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

North-Carolina, Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

ay

,

cy ^ *

no

'

cj

ay ^ *

720

cy

«V

«y

cry

So the ciuefiion was loft, whereupon an adjournment was called for

and agreed to.

MovDAT, November 18, 1782.

Mr. Fitzfiminons and Mr. Peters, two delegates for Pennfylvania,

attended, and produced their credentials, by which it appears, that the

hon. Thomas Mifflin, Thomas Fitzfimmons, James Wilfon, John

Montgomery and Richard Peters, Efqrs; were, on the 12th inft. duly

clefted delegates to represent that ftate in Congrefs.

Mr. Clark, a delegate for New-Jerfey, attended, and took his feat.
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Mr. Jones, a delegate for Virginia, attended, and took his feat.

On a report from the fnperintcndant of finance, to whom was refer-

red a report of a committee on a memorial of Mr. A. Lee:

Resolved That Arthur Lee, Efq; he permitted to deliver up to the

comptroller of the treafnry, fundry loan-office certificates in his pof-

feflion, amounting to OyoOAi dollars, and that the fame be, on fuch

delivery, cancelled ; and that the fuperintendant of finance do there-

upon pay the faid Arthur Lee, the fum of j^. 2238 : 17:9 fterling-,

ynth intereft from the 10th day of Auguft, 1781, at fix per cent, by-

bills of exchange in his favour, in livres, at the rate of ten-pence half-

penny fterling each.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Lee, Mr. Rutledg-e

and Mr. Madifon, to whom upon a reconfideration,, the refolution of

the 28th of May laft, was referred :

Resolved, That a commilTioner be appointed by Congrefs, with full

power and authority, to liquidate and finally to fettle the accounts of

all the fervants of the United States, who have been entrufted with

the expenditure of public money in Europe, and all other accounts of

the United States in Europe, and to commence and profecute fuch

fuits, caufes and adlions, as may be necefTary for that purpofe, or for

the recovery of any property of the faid United States, in the hands

of any perfon or perfons whatfoever.

That the faid commiffioner be authorized to appoint one or more
clerks, with fuch allowance as he may think reafonable.

That the faid commiffioner and clerks refpeftively take an oath be-

fore fome perfon duly authorized to adminifter an oath, faithfully to

execute the truft repofed in them refpeftively,

Congrefs proceeded to the election of a commiffioner, and, the bal-

lots being taken,

Mr. Thomas Barclay was elected, having been previoufly nomina-
ted by Mr. Williamfon.

Resolved, That Congrefs will hereafter make adequate provifion

for the faid comiffioner, according to the nature and extent of the fer-

vices which he ffiall perform.

Ordered, That the fuperintendant of finance report the neceffary

inllruftions for the faid commiffioner, purfuant to the order of the 29th
of May laft.

TuESDAT, November 19, 1782.
On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Of-

good and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a report of a committee
on a letter of the 30th of October, from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That the fenior officers of each grade, fufficient to form
corps agreeable to the aft of the 7th of Auguft laft, (the regiments to
have their compliment of officers, as eftabliffied by the a<fts of the 3d
and 21ft of Oftober, 1780, except as to the therein propofed fupernu-
merary fubaltern for receiving the recruits, who ffiall be omitted) fiiall

be retained in fervice for the command of the faid corps ; and the re-

dundant junior officers of the feveral grades, fhall retire from immediate
fervice, agreeably to the faid firft recited aft, but the faid junior officers,

fo retiring, ffiall retain their rank in the army, and be liable and enil-

VoL. VIII. C
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tied to be called into adual fervice, onl}'- -when regiments or cores fhali

be raifed for them by their refpedive ftates. But any fenior officer,

entitled to remain in fervice, fhall have the liberty of retiring, with
the emoluments of officers retiring under the adslaft recited, for rea-

fons fatisfaftory to the commander in chief, or the commanding-officer

of the fouthern army, on fuch retiring officer relinquifhing his com-
mand and future right of promotion in the army, and fignifying the

fame, on or before the firft day of January next, to the commander ia

chief or the commanding-officer of the fouthern army, who fhall duly

tranfmit lifts of fuch retiring officers, to the fecretary at war ; any a£l

or refolutionof Gongrefs to the contrary hereof notwithftanding.

When the foregoing refolution was under debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Arnold, to

flrike out the words " command and ;"

And on the queftion, fhall thefe words ftand ? the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Howell,

Nenv-Hampsbire^ Mr. Gilman^ no'f

Mr. White, no 5"^

Massachusetts^ Mr. Osgood^ ay )>
*

Rhode-Islandf Mr. Arnold^ no}
Mr. Howell, no 3

Neiv-Tork, Mr. Duane,
^-^Z a

Mr. L'Hommedieu, ^jS
Netv-Jersey, Mr. Boicdinot, ay'?

Mr. Clark, ayS^-^

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay\
Mr. Peters, ^J 3

^
Delaware, Mr. Wharton, ay '^ *

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay

}

Mr. Hemsley, ^J S
Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay >

Mr. Madison, <vS
North-Carolina, Mr. Nash,

"-^iav
Mr. Williamson, lyj

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,
^-^X at

Mr. Ramsay, ^Jj

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

Gongrefs proceeded in the confideration of the report, and the com-

mittee having reported, " that commiffions iflue to the officers in the

feveral ftate lines, who are or fhall be entitled to promotion, prior to

the firft day of January next ; that the retiring officers may leave the

fervice with the ranks to which they are or fliall be refpeftively enti-

tled, previous to that period."

On the queftion to agree to this proportion, the yeas and nays be-

ing required by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Mr. Oilman,
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New-Torkj

Neiv-Jersej/y

Pennsylvania^

Delaware^

AlaryIand
f

Virginia^

Nartb-Caroltnay

South-Carolinay

So the (jueftion was loft.

Mr. DuajiCf

Mr. L'Hojnmedt'eu,

Mr. Boiidinotf

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Fitzsitnmons,

Mr. Peters,

Mr, Whartmy
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley
y

Mr. Jones,"

Mr. Madison,

Mr. iVfl5/6,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Jzarc?,

Mr. Gervais,

<^y

no

°y

divided.

°y
ay.

ay)' *

ay^
ay'.

ay.

ay[

<y

ay"\

^J*

ay

cy

ay

Wednesdat, November 20, 17'82.

Mr. Mifflin, a delegate for Pennfylvania, attended, and took his feat.

On motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Ciark,

Resolved, That commifTions ifTue, on promotions properly certified,

for all regimental-officers entitled to fill vacancies happening before

the firft day of January next, excepting vacancies occafioned by fenior

officers retiring, agreeably to the refolve of the 19th inft. any refolu-

tion of Congrefs to the contrary hereof notwithflanding.

On the queftion to agree to this refolution, the yeas nays being re»

s]uired by Mr. Howell,

New-HampshireJ Mr. Gilmany ay\
Mr. White, ayS'^y

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, 1)' r*
*

Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, ay >

Mr. Howell, 'y S
Neiv-Tork, Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Neto-'Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsinvnons,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. Wharton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

North-Carolina^ Mr. Nash,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

^0 it was rcfolvcd in the affirmative.

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

>ay
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Ordered^ That the pay-mafter-general furnifli the fecretary at war,

from time to time, as they may be called for by him, with the accoiints

of all pay and advances received by or chargeable to the officers and

men of the feveral regiments in the fervice of the United States.

The report of the committee, confifling of Mr. Lee, Mr. Izard and

Mr. Wharton, to whom were referred a letter of the 24th of May laft

from the fuperintendant of finance, and the orders given to capt. Har-

ding, being taken into confideration, and after debate poftponed :

On motion of Mr. Daanc, feconded by Mr. Madifon,

Resolved^ That the fuperintendant of finance be directed to inftruA

the commiffioner for fettling the public accounts in iiurope, to take

proper meafures for adjufting, without delay, the accounts of Mr. de

Beaumarchais or Roderique Hortales Isf Co. and to report fuch fet-

tlement to Congrefs, that order may be taken for payment of the ba-

lance, if any fhall be juftly due ; and that in the mean time no farther

remittances or payments be made to Mr. de Beaumarchais or Rode-

rique Hortales l?" Co. by virtue of any former refolutionof Congrefs.

TaunsDAry November 21, 1782.

A letter, of the 17th, from W. Paca, was read, informing, that the

genera! affenibly of Maryland having promoted him to the govern-

ment of that ftate, he is obliged to refign his office of judge of the

court of appeals in cafes of capture.

The committee, confifling of Mr. Howell, Mr. Gervais and Mr,

L'Hommedieu, having reported on the letter of the 6th from the go-

vernor of Maryland, relative to the cafe of colonel H. Hollingfworth :

Resolved, That Congrefs are fatisfied with the report of the hon.

Alexander Contee Hanfon, Efq; one of the judges of the general court

of the ftate of Maryland, on the cafe of Henry Hollingfworth, refer-

red to him by the executive of the faid ftate, in purfuance of the acl

of Congrefs of the 20th July, 1780; and that the complaint againft

the faid H. HoUingfworth be difmiffed.

~mmm^«^^-
FniDAr, November 22, 1782.

On motion of Mr. Madifon, feconded by Mr. Ofgood,

Resohedy That Monday the 2d of December next, be affigned for

elefting two judges for the court of appeals in cafes of capture, one

in the room of Mr. Paca, refigned, and one in the room of Mr. Hof-

nier, deceafed.

Mo^DAT, November 25, 1782.

Mr. Alexander Hamilton, a delegate for the ftate of New-York,
attended, and produced a commiftlon under the great feal of the ftate,

dated at Poughkeepfte, the 25th of Oftober, 1782, which was read, and

by which it appears, that on the 22d of July, 1782, the hon. James

Duane, William Floyd, John Morin Scott, Ezra L'Hommedieu and

Alexander Hamilton, were appointed delegates to reprefent the faid

ftate for one year, from the firft Monday in November, 1782.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Williamfon, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Ma-
difon :

Kcsoked, That the fecretary for foreign affairs be, and he is hereby
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authorized to communicate to the miniflers of foreign powers, who may
reficle near Congrefs, all fuch afts and refolutions of Congrefs, and all

fuch articles of intelligence received by Congrefs, as he may judge pro-

per, thofe only excepted which Congrefs may fpecially require to be kept

lecret, in which cafes he lliall make previous application to Congrefs,
.^^^—

Wednesdat, November 27, 1782.

Mr. W. Floyd, a delegate for New-York, attended, and took his feat.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Ramfay, Mr. Nafh and Mr. Pe-
ters, to whom was referred a letter of the 20th from the fecretary at

war, reported the draught of a fupplemental ordinance for regulating

the poft-office, which was read a firft time :

Ordered^ That Monday next be affigned for the fecond reading.

Ordered, That Mr. Duane and Mr. L'Hommedieu have leave of
abfence.

"J

MoNDAr, December 2, 1782.

According to order, the draught of the fupplemental ordinance for

regulating the poft-office, was taken up for a fecond reading ; and
after debate.

Ordered, That it be recommitted.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Arnold,
" that it be recommended to the feveral ftates, to fettle with and fatif-

fy the officers and men of fuch temporary corps of troops as may have
been raifed within them refpcdlively, with the approbation of Con-
grefs, on account of their pay and emoluments during the time of their

aftual fervice, and the depreciation thereon, and charge the fame to

the United States."

A motion was made by Mr. M'Kean, feconded by Mr. Hamilton,
that the confideratlon thereof be poftponed :

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Gihnan,

Mr. White,

Massachusetts, Mr, Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Hoivell,

New-York, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,
Delaware, Mr. M^Kean,

Mr. Wharton,
Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Aladison,

North-Carolina, Mr. Nash,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

Soutb-'Carolina, Mr. Butledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

ay

.ay
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So It was refolved in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the order of the day, for electing two judges for

the court of appeals, be poftponed to Thurfday next.

TuESDJr, December 3, 1782.

The fecretary for foreign affairs having affigned to Congrefs fatif-

factory realbns for relinquilhing his office, and having requefted per-

miffion to reiign :

Resohed, That Thurfday, the 19th inft. be affigned for elefting

another perfon to fill tlie office of fecretary for foreign affairs ; and

that Mr. Livingfton be informed that Congrefs do approve of his pro-

pofal of continuing to perform the dutie* of the office until a perfon

fliall be appointed to fucceed him.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Peters and Mr. Ofgood, to whom was referred a letter of the 22d Nov.
from the fuperintendant of finance and fecretary at war:

Resohed, That after the laft day of December inft. in lieu of the

rations hitherto allowed to the officers of the arnsy, including thofe

for fervants, they fliall be allowed fubfiftence-money at the rate of

four dollars per month for each ration
;
provided, that where circum-

ftances in any cafe ffiall not permit the payment of fuch fubfiftence-

money, they ffiall draw their rations as heretofore.

Resolved, That after the fore-mentioned period, in lieu of the pay

and rations allowed to the officers of the hofpital-department, includ-

ing rations for fervants, they ffiall be. enti;t}ed to the following monthly

pay and fubfiftence
;
provided in like manner, that where the faidfub-

iiftence-money ffiall not be paid, they ffiall be entitled to draw an equi-

valent number of rations, at the rate of four dollars for each ration

per month, viz.

The direftor, 102 dollars pay and 60 dollars fubfiftence.

The deputy direftor and phyncian,each 100 dollars pay and 48 dol-

lars fubfiftence.

The furgeons, each 90 dollars pay and 40 dollars fubfiftence.

Apothecary and purveyor, each 92 dollars pay and 32 dollars fub-

fiftence.

Deputy apothecary and deputy purveyor, each 59 dollars pay and

16 dollars fubfiftence.

Mates, each 42 dollars pay and 12 dollars fubfiftence.

Stewards, each 3 1 dollars pay and eight dollars fubfiftence.

Ward-mafters, each 21 dollars pay and eight dollars fubfiftence.

Wednesdat, December 4, 1782.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Ma-
difon and Mr. Hamilton, to whom was referred a letter of the 29tli

of November, from the agent of marine, enclofing a copy of a letter of

the fame date, to him, from captain J. P. Jones :

Resohed, That the agent of marine be informed, that Congrefs,

having a high fenfe of the merit and fervices of capt. J. P. Jones,

and being difpofed to favour the zeal manifefted by him to acquire

improvement In the line of his profeffion, do grant the permiffion

which he rcquefts j and that the laid agent be inftruded to recom-
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mend him accordingly to the countenance of his excellency the mar-

quis de Vaudreuil.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Howell,

Resohedy That a committee be appointed to confer with a commit-
tee of the legiflature of Pennfylvania, relative to the fiibjetts of their

late memorial to Congrefs :

The members, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Madifon and Mr. Hamilton.

The committee, confiftlng of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Peters and Mr.
Ofgood, to whom were referred a report of the fuperintendant of

finance, on a letter of 2'2d of November, 17S2, from capt. Schrtlber,

and a letter of 25th of the fame month from lieutenant-colonel Cam-
bray ; report,

" That although they confider the fituatlon of foreigners in the

fervice of this country, remote from any refources which tliey may
have in their own, and deftltutc of any competent provifion here, as

involving a peculiar harddiip, and requiring if poffible fome difcrimi-

nation in their favour
;
yet in the prefent embarraffed ftate of the pub-

lic finances, they cannot advife any meafure for their relief, which
may derange the general plans of the fuperintendant of finance ; and
they therefore recommend, that the matter may be left to his difcre-

tion to adl therein as he may conceive moft proper."

Resolved.) That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

The committee, confiftlng of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Ofgood and Mr*
Peters, to whom was referred a letter of the 29th of Oclober, from,

the fecretary at war, on the fubjeft of future promotions of colonels

to the rank of brigadiers ; report,

That for the purpofe of promotions of colonels or lieutenant-colonels

commandant, the army of the United States Ihall be confidered as

clalTed in the following divifions ; the eaftern, middle and fouthern.

The troops of New-HampQiire, MalTachufetts, Rhode-Ifland and Con-
nefticut, fhall form the eaftern : thofe of New-York, New-Jerfey,
Pennfylvania, Delaware and Maryland, the middle : and thofe of Vir-
ginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, the fouthern di-

vlfion :

That whenfoever it fiiall be deemed neceffary for the fervice, to

appoint brigadiers in any ftate or ftates where the nunber of troops

in the field are fufficlent to form one or more brigades, the brigadiers

Ihall be appointed from the fenior colonels or lieutenant-colonels com-
mandant in the lines of fuch ftates ; and when brigadiers Iliall be wanted
to command brigades within either of the divifions compofed of the

troops of fuch ftates, who have not individually numbers In the field

fufficlent to form a brigade, the brigadiers fhall be appointed from the

fenior colonels or lieutenant-colonels commandant in fuch brigades.

On the queftion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Clark,

Nc^v-Hampshire^ Mr. Gihnan, no")

Mr. White, no^''''

Massachusetts^ Mr. Osgood, aj ^ *

Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, no} ,. ...
Mr. //.,..//; ^vr"'"'^''^*
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<^y

«7

Neio-York^ Mr. Floyd^

Mr. Hamilton^

Ne%v-Jersey^ Mr. Bozidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvaniay Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. M'-Kean,

Mr. Wharton,

Virgi7iia, Mr. Maddison, ay ^ *

North-Carolina^ Mr. Nash, ay'\

Mr. Williamson, ciy><^y

Mr. Blount, ay

j

South-Carolina, Mr. Put ledge, tw^
Mr. Ramsay, ^jV^y
Mr. Izard^ ay j

So the quellion was loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Ofgood, feconded by Mr. Gllman,

as follows

:

Whereas it appears, that there are two brigades of troops of the

Maflachufetts line now commanded by colonels ; therefore,

Resolved, That colonel John Grcaton, and colonel William Shep-

ard, the two fenior colonels in the MalTachufetts line of officers be,

and hereby are promoted to the rank of brigadiers-general in the army
of the United States.

And on the queftion to agree to the motion, the yeas and nays be-

ing required by Mr. Ofgood,

New-Ha^npshire,

MassachussttSf

Rhode-Island,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Tilaryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Car0linay

Mr. Gilman,

Mr. White,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'-Kean,

Mr. Wharton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Nash,

Mr. V/illiamson,

Mr. Blount,

Mr. RutIedge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Hy

So the motion was loft.

The committee, confifting* of Mr. Ranifay, Mr. Nafh and Mr.
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Peters, to whom was recommitted the draught of the fupplemcntal

ordinance for regulating the pofl-office, reported the draught of an

ordinance for amending the ordinance for regulating the poft-office

of the United States, which was read a firft time :

Ordered, That Friday next be affigned for tlic fecond reading.

Thursday, December 5, 1782.

According to the order of the day, Gongrefs proceeded to the elec-

tion of two judges for the court of appeals in cafes of capture, and

the ballots being taken,

Mr. John Lowell, and Mr. George Read, were eledled, the former

having been nominated by Mr. Ofgood, and the latter by Mr. Fitz-

fimmons.

Gongrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee,

on the report of a committee on governor Clinton's letter of the 16th

of September, 8cc. as entered on the journal of the 14th of November
laft ; and the fame being poftponcd,

A motion was made by Mr. M'Kean, fcconded by Mr. Hamilton,

in the words following :

Whereas it appears to Gongrefs, by authentic ducuments, that the

people inhabiting the diftricSl of country on the weft fide of Connec-

ticut river, commonly called the New-HampQiire Grants, and claim-

ing to be an independent ftate, in contempt of the authority of Gon-

grefs, and in diredl violation of their refolutions of the 24th of Sep-

tember, 1779, and of the 2d of June, 1780, did, in the month of Sep-

tember laft, proceed to exercife jurifdiflion over the perfons and pro-

perties of fundry inhabitants of the faid diftrift, profeffing themfelves

to be fubjefts of, and to owe allegiance to the flate of New-York, by
means whereof divers of them have been condemned to banifliment,

not to return on pain of death and confiscation of eftate, and others

have been fined in large funis and otherwife deprived of property ;

therefore.

Resolved, That the faid a£ls and proceedings of the faid people, be-

ing highly derogatory to the authority of the United States, and dan-

gerous to the confederacy, require the immediate and decided inter-

polition of Gongrefs, for the protedlion and relief of fuch as have fuf-

fered by them, and for prelerving peace in the faid diftrift, until a de-

cifion fliall be had of the controverly, relative to the jurifdidlion of

the fame :

That the people inhabiting the faid diflrift, claiming to be indepen-

dent, be, and they are hereby required, without delay, to make full and
ample reftitution to Timothy Church, Timothy Phelps, Henry Evans,

William Shattuck and fuch others as have been condemned to banifh-

ment and confifcation of eftate, or have otherwife been deprived of
property (ince the firft day of September laft, for the damages they
have fuftained by the afts and proceedings aforefaid ; and that they

be not molefted in their perfons or properties, on their return to their

habitations in the faid diftrift

:

That the United States will take effeAual meafures to enforce a

compliance with the aforefaid refolutions, in cafe the fame Ihall be dif-

obeyed by the people of the faid diftridt

:

Vol. Vni. D
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That no pcrfons holding commiflions under the ftate of New-York,
or under the people of the faid diftrift claiming to be independent,

exercife any authority over the perfons and properties of any inha-

bitants in the faid diftrid, contrary to the forementioned refolutions of

the 24th of September, 1779, and the 2d of June, 1780 :

That a copy of the foregoing refolutions be tranfmitted to Thomas
Chittenden, Efq; of Bennington, in the diftridl aforefaid, to be com-
municated to the people thereof.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Clark, to

llrike out the following claufe : " That the United States will take

effevSlual meafures to enforce a compliance with the aforefaid refolu-

tions, in cafe the fame Ihall be difobeyed by the people of the faid

diftria."

A motion was made by Mr. Madifon, feconded by Mr. M'Kean,
that the queftion for ftriking out the claufe be poftponed, until a quef-

tion is taken on a motion for amending a previous part of the motion,

by ftriking out the words " and dangerous to the confederacy, require

the immediate and decided interpofition of Congrefs," and in lieu there-

of, inferting " interpofed in purfuance of the aft paffed on the

day of by the ftate of New-Hampfhire, and the aft paffed

on the day of by the ftate of New-York, two of the

ftates claiming the fame, and for the purpofe of preferving the peace

and interefts of the confederacy, require immediate and effeiTlual mea-

fures :"

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire
J

Mr. Gilmmiy no')

Mr. Wbite^ no^
""

Massachusetts^ Mr. Osgood^ ^J )>
*

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Arnold^ «o^
Mr. Howell^ no^

Neiv-Yorky Mr. Floyd,
^-^t a

Mr. Hamilton^ ^jS
New-^ersej, Mr. Boudinoty

Mr. Clark,

Pennsjlvaniaj Mr. Fitzsimmonsy

Mr. Peters,

Delawarcy Mr. M'-Kean,

Mr. Wharton,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

North-Carolina^ Mr. Nash,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Bloimt,

South-Carolina^ Mr. Rutledge, ay'\

Mr. Ramsay, ^y f-^J
Mr. Izard, ajj

So the queftion was loft.

On the queftion, fliall the claufe moved to be ftruck out ftand ? the

yea* and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

divided.

"J

^J

<{y

ay
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ay

ay

no

ay

ay

New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman,

Mr. Wbiie,

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold^

Mr. Howell,

New-York, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware-, Mr. M^Kean,
Mr. Wharton,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Norih-CarolinOf Mr. Nash,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. /zarj,

So it was refolved In the aSlrmative.

The motion for amending the former part of the original motion,
ss before recited, was then made by Mr. Madifon, fecondcd by Mr,
M'Kean :

And on the queftion to agree to the amendment, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr, Howell,

ay^

ay)^*
nof
no \

ay

no

no

ay

oy

ay

^J
ay

ay

no

ay

^J
no

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

New-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,
Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So the amendment was loft.

Mr. Oilman,

Mr. White,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Howell,
Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,
Mr, Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'Kean,
Mr. Wharton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,
Mr. Madison,

Mr. iVcji»,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

Mr, Rutledge,

Mr, Ramsay,
Mr. /zar(/,

no

no

no

^y
ay

ay

no

Siy

ay

ay

ay

ay
J>

ay

ay \.ay

ay

ay

ay "^ay

ay

divided.

ay

divided,

ay

ay

. *

ay
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On the queftibn to agree to the original motion, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. Howell,

Neiv-Hampshire^ Mr. Gilman, ajl
Mr. Wbitey ayS^y

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood^ cy ^ *

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Arnold-) no>
Mr. Howell, jio 5

"^

New-Tork, Mr. Flojd, ay'}

Mr. Hamilton, lyy
NeiU'Jerseyy Mr. Boudinot, no 5

Mr. Clark, no \
"'^

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay~>

Mr. Peters, ay 5
^^

Delaware, Mr. M^Kean, ay')

Mr. Wharton, ay \
^^

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, «y
J>.

*

Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay'>

Mr. Madison, ^Jy
North-Carolina, Mr. Nash, noS

Mr. Williamson, ay yay
Mr. Blount, ay y

South-CaroVnia, Mr. Rutledge, no^S

Mr. Ramsay, ^J >-y
Mr. Izard, ay j

So it Avas refolved in the affirmative.

Fridat, Decejnber 6, 1782.

On motion of Mr. WilUamfon, feconded by Mr. Carroll

:

Whereas there is reafon to fufpeft, that as well the national cha-

ra£ler of the United States and the honor of Congrefs, as the finances

of the faid dates may be injured, and the public fervice greatly retard-

ed, by fome publications that have been made concerning the fo-

reign affairs of faid ftates :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into this fub-

left, and report what fteps they conceive are necefTary to be taken

thereon.

According to the order of the day, the ordinance for amending the

ordinance for regulating the poll-office of the United States was read

a fecond time ; and the queftion being put, (hall this ordinance be read

a third time ? was loft.

Ordered, That a letter of the 5th of November, from the adjutant-

general to the fecretary at war, be referred to a committee, and that

the committee be inflrufted to confider the general fubjeft of franks,

in order to extend or reftrain the privilege as they may find necefTary.

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Rutledge,

That the fuperintendant of finance be, and he is hereby diredled to

rcprefent to the legiflatures of the feveral flates, the indifpenfable ne-

ceffity for their complying with the requifitions of Congrefs, for raif-

ing 1,200,000 dollars, for paying a year's intereflof the domeflic debt

of the United States, and 2,000,000 dollars towards defraying the ex-

fenfcs of the elli.mate for the enfuing year, and the incoiiveniencies,
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embarraffnients and injuries to the public fervlce, which will arlfr

from the ftates individually making appropriations of any part of the

faid 2,000,000 of dollars, or of any other monies required by the Uni-

ted States in Congrefs affembled, affuring them withal that Congrefs

are determined to make the fuUeft juftice to the public creditors an

invariable objeft of their counfels and exertions : That a deputation

be fent to the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, for the purpofe of making a full

and jufl: reprefentation of the public affairs of the United States, and

of urging the abfolute neceffity of a compliance with the refolution

of Congrefs of the 3d day of February, 1781, refpefting the duty oix

imports and prizes, as a meafure effential to the fafcty and reputation

of thefe ftates.

When the queftion was about to be put, a dlvifion was called for by
Mr. Howell ; and on the queftion to agree to the firfl part, as far as

*' exertions" inclufive, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Izard :

Resolved unanimously^ in the affirmative, every member anfwer-

ing ay.

On the queflion to agree to the fecond part, " that a deputation,"

Sec. to the end, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Izard,

Neiv-Hampsbiref Mr. Gilman, ay ')

Mr. V/,bite, ay\^^
Massachusetts^ Mr. Osgood, ay ^ *

Rhode-Island., Mr. Arnold, no ')

> no
Mr. Hoivell, no ^

New-TorA, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

New-'Jcrsey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. 3Ii^in,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay ^ %

Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay ')

Mr. Madison, ^J ^
North-Carolina, Mr. Nash, ay^

Mr. Williamson, ^J >^J
Mr. Blount, ay)

Soutb-Carolinaj Mr. Riitledge, ay^
Mr. Ramsay, ay s-ay

Mr. Izard, ay j

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

Resolved, That the deputation confifl of three members, and that

previous to their departure they confer with the fuperintendant of

finance, the fecretary at war and the fecretary for foreign affairs, who
are hereby directed to communicate to them fuch information, from
their refpeftlve departments, as may be mofi: conducive to the end
propofed :

The members chofen, Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Mifflin and Mr. Nafli.

ay

ay

ay

TuESDAT, December iO, 1782.

Mr. Carroll laid before Congrefs a letter of the 6 th, from the pre-
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fident of the fenate and fpeaker of the hnnfe of delegates of Mary-
land, informing him of his being chofen a delegate to Congrcl's for the
enfuing year.

Purfuant to the order of the 18th of November laft, the fuperintend-
ant of finance reported the draught of a letter to Thomas Barclay,
Efq; commiffioner for fettling the public accounts in Europe, contain-
ing inflrudlions to the faid rommjllioner ; and the fame being read,

Ordered, That it be returned to the fuperintendant to be tranfmitted.

WEDNESDATy December 11, 1782,
On the application of the fecretary at war,

Ordered, That he have leave of abfencc to vifit his family.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Fitzfimmons,

Resolved, That the following letter be fent to the governor of
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, with the deputation ap-

pointed to proceed to that {late :

Sir,

Congrefs arc equally affeiled and alarmed by the information they
have received, that the legiflature of your flate, at their lafl; meeting,
have refufed their concurrence in the eflabliiiiment of a duty on im-
ports. They confider this meafure as fo indifpenfable to the profe-

cution of the war, that a fenfe of duty and regard to the common fafe-

ty, compel them to renew their efforts to engage a compliance witli

it ; and in this view they have determined to fend a deputation of
three of their members to your ftate, as exprefTed in the enclofed refo-

lution. The gentlemen they have appointed will be able to lay before

you a full and juft; reprefentation of the public affairs, from which,
they flatter themfelves, will refult a conviction of the propriety of
their folicitude upon the prefent occafion. Convinced by paft ex-
perience of the zeal and patriotifm of the flate of Rhode-Ifland, they
cannot doubt that it will yield to thofe urgent confiderations which
flow from a knowledge of our true fituation. They will only briefly

obferve, that the increafing difcontents of the army, the loud cla-

mours of the public creditors, and the extreme difproportion between
the current fupplies and the demands of the public fervice, are fo many
invincible arguments for the fund recommended by Congrefs. They
feel themfelves unable to devife any other that will be more effica-

cious, lefs exceptionable or more generally agreeable, and if this is re-

jected, they anticipate calamities of a mofl: menacing nature, with this

confolation, however, that they have faithfully difcharged their truft,

and that the mifchiefs which may follow, cannot be attributed to them,
A principal obje£l of the propofed fund is, to procure loans abroad.

If no fecurity can be held out to lenders, the fuccefs of thefe muft
neceffarily be very limited. The lafl accounts on the fubjedl were
not flattering, and when intelligence fhall arrive in Europe, that the

flate of Rhode-Ifland has difagreed to the only fund which has yet been
devifed, there is every reafon to apprehend it will have a fatal influence

on their future progrefs. Deprived of this refource, our affairs mufl,

in all probability, rapidly haften to a dangerous crifis, and thefe ftates

be involved in greater embarraffmcnts than they have yet experienced.
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and from which it may be much more difficult to emerge. Congrefs

will only add a requeft to your excellency, that if the legiflature fhould

not be fitting, it may be called together as fpeedily as poflible, to

enable the gentlemen whom they have deputed to perform the purpofc

of their million.

On a report of the fecretary at war,

Resolvedy That it be recommended to the ftate of Rhode-Iiland, to

fettle major William Peck's depreciation in the manner they have
adjufted the depreciation of the officers of their line.

i^lB<©^
Thursday, December 12, 1782.

Mr. Nathaniel Gorham, a delegate for the ftate of Maffachufetts,

attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, which were
read, and by which it appears, that on the 24th of Oftobcr laft, he
was eledled to ferve for one year, to commence the iirft Monday of

November, 1782.

Mr. John Collins, a delegate for the ftate of Rhode-Ifland and Pro-
vidence Plantations, attended, and produced the credentials of his ap-

pointment, by which it appears, that on the firft Wednefday in May
lafi, he was chofen to reprefent that ftate in the Congrefs of the Uni-
ted States for ofie year, and until another ftiall appear to take his place.

A letter, of tlie 30th of November, from the fpeaker of the lower
houfe of affembly of the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, being read,

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Arnold, in

the words following :

" Whereas a letter to his excellency the prefident of Congrefs,

from the lower houfe of affembly of the ftate of Rhode-Ifland and Pro-
vidence Plantations, hath been this day read in Congrefs, in the words
and figures following, to wit

:

East-Greenwich, November 30, 1782.

Sir,

In obedience to the direftion of the lower houfe of affembly of this

ftate, I have the honor to enclofe to your excellency their unanimous
refolutions on the recommendation of Congrefs, refpedling an impoft

on imported goods, &cc. and to ftate feme of the principal reafons

which produced that refolution. The recommendation was rejefted.

1ft. Becaufe it would be unequal in its operation, bearing hardeft

on the moft commercial ftates, and fo would prefs peculiary hard up-
on this ftate, which draws its chief fupport from commerce :

2dly. Becaufe it propofes to introduce into this and the other ftates,

officers unknown and unaccountable to them, and fo is againft the
conftitution of this ftate : and

3dly. Becaufe, by granting to Congrefs a power to colleiSl monies
from the commerce of thefe ftates, indefinitely as to time and quanti-
ty, and for the expenditure of which they are not to be accountable
to the ftates, they would become independent of their conftituents

;

and fo the propofed impoft is repugnant to the liberty of the United
States.

Many more reafons might be offered, and the fubjecl drawn out to
a great length, by defcending to particulars ; but thefe are fufficient

Co anfwer the main 4?fign of the houfe, which is to ihew a decent ref-
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pe£l to the flates which have differed from them in opinion upon this

fubjeiit.

This ftate may be juftly ranked among the foremoft in the common
caufe, having furnidied in fupport of it as many men, and as much
money, in proportion to its abilities, as anv ftate in the union, and
much more than moft of them, and it is ftill difpofed to continue its

exertions ; but it will raife and colled, its quota of public taxes in

fuch a way as fliall be judged moft proper.

And it is hoped, that when its refolutions are founded on the great

principles of liberty and a general intereft, it will not be thought to

fufpeft the public virtue of the prefent Congrefs, by withholding from
them or their fervants, a power of which their fucceffors might make
a dangerous ufe.

With the higheft fentiments of refpeft for your excellency, and the

honorable affembly over which you prefide, I am your excellency's

moft obedient fervant,

William Bradford, Speaker*

" Wherefore Resolved, That the refolution of the 6th of Decem-
ber inft. for appointing a deputation to be fent to the ftate of Rhode-
liland, for the purpofe of making a full and juft reprefentation of the

public affairs of the United States, and of urging the abfolute necelli-

ty of a compliance with the refolution of Congrefs of the 3d day of
February, 1781, refpefting the duty on imports and prizes, as a mea-
fure effential to the fafety and reputation of thefe ftates, be, and the

fame is hereby repealed."

On this motion the previous queftion was moved by the ftate of

New-York, feconded by the ftate of New-Hampfliire, that the quef-

tion be not now put

:

And on the queftion to agree to the previous queftion, the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. Howell,

Mr. Gilman^ aj')

Mr. JVbite, ay\"-^
Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Collins.,

Mr. Arnold^

Mr. Ho%velly

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. FitzsimmonSy

Mr. Mijflin,

Mr. M'Kean,
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Nasb,

Mr. Williamso7i,

Mr. Blount,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Gervaisy

New-Hampshirey

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Islandy

Xeiv- Torky

Neiv-Jerseyy

Pennsylvaniay

Delaware,
Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolinay

Soiitb-Carolinaf

^y

°J

ay

ay

^y
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So it was refolved in the affirmative, and the main queftion was
fet afide.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Of-

good and Mr. Oilman, to whom were referred the letter and report of

the fecretary at war, on the fubjedt of future promotions of colonels

or lieutenant-colonels commandant to the rank of brigadiers :

JResolved, That for the purpofe of promotions of colonels or lieute-

nant-colonels commandant in the army of the United States, to the

rank of brigadiers, the army of the United States (hall be confidered

as clafTed in the following divifions : The eailern, tbe middle and the

fouthern : the troops of New-Hampfliire, Maffachufetts, Rhode-IIland

and ConneAicut, fliall form the eaftern : thofe of New-York, New-
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware and Maryland, the middle : and thofe

of Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, the fouthern

divifion :

That whenfoever it fliall be deemed necefTary for the command of
troops in fervice, to appoint brigadiers in any ftate or ftates, where the
number of troops in the field are fufficient to form one or more bri-

gades, the brigadiers fliall be appointed from the fenior colonels or

lieutenant-colonels commandant in the lines of fuch flates ; and when,
brigadiers fliall be wanted to command brigades within any of the di-

viflons compofed of the troops of fuch ftates who have not individual-

ly numbers in the field fui^icient to form a brigade, the brigadiers fliall

be appointed from the fenior colonels or lieutenant-colonels comman-
dant in fuch brigades.

Ordered, That fo much of the report as recommends certain officers

to be promoted to the rank of brigadiers, be referred to the fecretary

at war to report.

The fnperintendant of finance, to whom was referred a memorial of
Reyer Schermerhorn, reports,

" That from the face of the faid memorial, it appears that the cafe

of Mr. Schermerhorn falls within the perview of the refolutions of

the 20th of February, 1782,"

JResolved, That Congrefs agree to the faid report :

The committee, confifting of Mr. Williamfon, Mr, Carroll and
Mr. Madifon, appointed to confider how far the honor of Congrefs and.

the finances of the United States may be affefted by certain late pub-
lications on the fubjed of foreign loans, Sec, report,

" That among the different publications which have lately been
made concerning foreign loans, they have particularly attended to a
very remarkable extraft of a letter, publidied in the Bofton Gazette,
of November 10, 1782, under the Providence head, which is there
faid to be an extraft of a letter from a gentkman in Philadelphia to
his friend in that town, dated OiElober 16 ; in which are the follow-
ing obfervations: " This day letters have been read in Congrefs from
Mr. Adams, of the 16th of Auguft, and Mr. Dumas, his fecretary,

of the 19th. The loan he is negociating fills as faft as could be ex-
pefted., The national importance of the United States is conftantlv
rifing in the eftimation of European powers and the civilized world.
Such is there credit, that they have of late failed in no application
Vol. VIII. E
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for foreign loans, and the only danger on that fcore is, that of con-

trafting too large a debt."
" Your committee have examined the feveral letters that have been

received from Mr. Adams, your minifter at the Hague, in the courfc

of the lafl fix months, as well as thofe from Mr. Dumas, and the fun-

dry letters which have been received from your minifters at Verfailles

and Madrid, on the fubjeft of loans, in the courfe of the prefentyear,

and t.hey are forry to obferve, that the pofitions juft referred to, on
the fubjedl of loans, are not only ill founded^ but fome of them are

exprefsly contradittcd by the letters of your minillers at foreign courts ;

and whereas the above extraft, from its date, and particular mention

of other dates, is fo drawn as to give reafon to fufpeft that it was writ-

ten by a member of Congrefs, or by fome perfon officially entrufled

with their papers ; and as the duty and honor of Congrefs require that

they fliould endeavour to detecl and prevent mifreprefentations of this

kind :

" Resohed, That the fecretary for foreign affairs be inftruded to

write to the executive of Rhode-Ifland, requefting them to enquire

through what channel the above communication was made, or who is

the fuppofedauthor of the extract referred to, and report accordingly."

Hesohed^ That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

Ordej-ed, That the further report of the committee be poftponed.

On the application of Mr. Howell,

Ordered, That he have leave of abfence.

Friday, December 13, 1782.

Mr. Elmer, a delegate for New-Jerfey, attended, and took his feat.

On a report from the fecretary at war.

Resolved, That every officer whofe duty requires his being on horfe-

back, who fliall have his horfe killed or wounded and difabled by the ene-

my, or whofe horfe (hall fall into the enemy's hands without his own
manifeft fault or mifconduft, fhall be entitled to receive of the quar-

ter-mafter-general or his deputy, the juft value of fuch horfe, to be ap-

praifed on oath, or on the honor of the appraifers, if commiffioned offi-

cers, provided the fame does not exceed 120 dollars
;
provided alfo,

that if the wounded or difabled horfe be brought off, he fhall be deli-

vered to fome officer in the quarter-mafter's department, whofe certifi-

cate (hall be neceffary to entitle the owner to compenfation ; provided

alfo, that before any compenfation {hall be made for horfes loft in

manner before-mentioned, the neceffary fa6l:s fliall be proved to the

fatisfadion of the quarter-mafter-general or his deputy, to whom ap-

plication ffiall be made relative to any fuch lofTes as have already hap-

pened, and in future, by the certificate upon honor of at leaftone com^

miffioned officer, or the oath of a non-commiffioned officer or folJier

not interefted therein, counterfigned by the commanding-officer of the

army, brigade, corps or detachment, to which the claimant did at the

time belong, unlefs he be the general commanding where the lofs ac-

crued, in which cafe his own certificate upon honor fliall entitle him

to compenfation in manner aforefaid. This refolution to have a re-

trofpeft to the firft day of January, 1779 : this refolution not to ex-

tend to officers Ayho have already received compenfation for horfes loft

5ince that day.
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The fecretary at war, to whom was referred fo much of a petition

of Belamy Crawford, as relates to clothing, rations, fubfiftence and
extraordinary expenfes, while a prilbner atCharleUown, having reported

thereon :

Ordered, That the faid petition, fo far as referred to the fecretary

at war, be difmifled.

Congrefs proceeded by ballot to fettle the rank of the two judges of

the court of appeals, ele£led on the 5th, and the lots being drawn, the

precedence was decided in favour of Mr. Reed.

MoNDAr, December 16, 1782.

On motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. M'Kean,
JResolved, That the honorable the executive of the ftate of Dela-

ware be, and hereby are requefted to give the necelTary directions for

providing quarters for the troops of his moft Chriftian majefty, ferving

with the army of the United States, now on their march for Wil-
mington.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Fitzfimmons :

Whereas it is effential to juftice and to the prefervation of public

credit, that whenever a nation is obliged by the exigencies of public

affairs to contract, a debt, proper funds fliould be eftablifhed, not only
for paying the annual value or interefl of the fame, but for dicharging
the principal within a reafonable period, by which a nation may avoid
the evils of an exceffive accumulation of debt ; therefore.

Resolved, That whenever the net produce of any funds recommended
by Congrefs and granted by the ftates, for funding the debt already

contra£led, or for procuring future loans for the fupport of the war,
fhall exceed the fum requifite for paying the interefl of the whole
amount of the national debt, which thefe Rates may owe at the ter-

mination of the prefent war, the furplus of fuch grants fliall form a
finking fund, to be inviolably appropriated to the payment of the prin-

cipal of the faid debt, and fhall on no account be diverted to any other
purpofe.

And in order that the feveral ftates may have proper information of
the ftate of their finances, it is further

Resolved, That as foon as the public debt can be liquidated, each
ftate be annually furnifhed with the amount thereof and the interefl

thereon, and alio of the proceeds anddifpoiitlon of the funds provided
for the redemption thereof.

Resolved, That the faith of the United States be pledged for the
obfervance of the foregoing refolution ; and that if anv ftate fliall

think it neceffary to make it a condition of their grants, the fame will

be confidered by Congrefs as conliftent with their refolution of the 3d
of February, 1781.

TuESDAT, December 17, 1782.
The committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madifon and Mr.

Fitzfimmons, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Clark, report as

tlieir opinion, that the deputation appointed to go to the ftate oi Rhode-
Inland, ought to proceed as foon as poflible.

Resolved, That Congrefs agree to the faid report.
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Wednesdat, December 18, 1782.

IMr. J.
Montgomery, a delegate for Pennfylvania, attended, and

took his leat.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Wil-
liamfon and Mr. Wharton, to whom was referred a letter from G*
Bond :

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance take order for the

payment of 400 dollars to George Bond, deputy fecretary of Congrefs,

for extra fervice.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ramfay, Mr.
Nafli and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a letter of 2 2d Novem-
ber, from E. Hazard and J. Bryfon, relative to an explanation of the

refolution of Congrefs of the 12th of December, 1780 :

Resolved, That the auditors of accounts, in fettling the accounts

of the poft-ofllce department, be authorized to give the fame retrof-

pecl to the allov\?ance for travelling expenfes as to the yearly falary of

the furveyors of the poft-roads.

The fecretary at war, to whom were referred fundry charges againft

S. Hodgdon, late commiffary of military-ftores, a petition of Mary
Coren and an affidavit of J. Hall, refpeding the conduA of the faid

Hodgdon, with orders to proceed by court of enquiry or court-mar-

tial, againft the faid Hodgdon, in order that he may be acquitted or

condemned, according to the law martial, of the charges exhibited

againft him ; having laid before Congrefs the proceedings of a court

of enquiry appointed purfuant to the above orders ; and the faid pro-

ceedings and report of the faid court being read.

Ordered, That the charges above-mentioned be difmlffed.

A motion being before the houfe in the words following:

" That the fecretary for foreign affairs be difcharged from the in-

ftruclion given him on the 12th inft. Mr. Howell, a delegate from

the ftatc of Rhode-Ifland, having acknowledged himfelf the author of

the extract of the letter quoted in the report of the committee."

A motion v/as made by Mr. Howell, to poftpone the coniideratioi*

of the motion before the houfe, to make way for one he read in his

place, in the words following :

David Howell, of Providence, In the ftatc of Rhodc-lfiand and

Providence Plantations, now a delegate in Congrefs for faid ftate,

having in his place made the following declaration, viz.

That he hath, in fundry letters; to his conftituents, written largely

on the public affairs, both foreign and domeftic, of the United States,

particularly in a letter of 15 pages, in folio, directed to his excellency

William Greene, Efq; governor of faid ftate, and in another, lefs co-

pious, directed to John Carter, Efq; printer of the Providence Gazette;

from one of which, he doubts not, was extracted a certain paragraph in

the Providence Gazette of the 2d day of November laft, as follows, viz.

" This day letters have been read in Congrefs from Mr. Adams, of

the 16th of Auguft ; Mr. Dumas, his fecretary, of the 19th. The
loan he is negociating fills as faft as could be expefted * * * * The
national importance of the United States is conftantly rifing in the

cftimation of European powers and the civilized world *****
Such is their credit, that they have of late failed in no appllcatiou for
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foreign loans, and the danger on that fcore is, that of con trading too

large a debt."«**»»****** desunt non nulla *******
But not having copies of faid letters, he is at prefent. unable to iden-

tify the words and fentences : the fiibflance he avows to have writ-

ten, not only in faid letters, but others on fundry occalions. At the

fame time abibliitely protefting generally againfl: any power exercifed

or claimed by Congrefs, to call any member of their body to account

for any information which he may think proper to communicate to

his conftituents (the fecrets only of Congrefs excepted) and more ef-

pecially againft any power in the prefent Congrefs to call to account

a member of the late Congrefs. Further alleging and protefting,

that the rcfolve of the day of December inft. appointing a

committee of Congrefs on late publications, is a departure from the

dignity of Congrefs, and tends to eftablifh a precedent dangerous to

the freedom of the prefs, the palladium of liberty, civil and religious :

and that the refolve of the day of December inft. accepting

the report of faid committee, againft a certain paragraph in a newf-
paper, and demanding the writer thereof to be delivered up by
the executive of the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, is in effcdl an infraftion

of the 5th article of the confederation, which allows freedom of

fpcech and debate in Congrefs, and of courfe a free communica-
tion of fuch fpeeches and debates, to their conftituents, by the mem-
bers of Congrefs, without being accountable to that body for the pro-

priety of what is faid, debated or communicated ; and declaring that

the fails ftated in the faid paragraph, refpecting foreign loans, are fub-

flantially true, and can be eftablifhed by authentic decuments, in pof-

feilion of Congrefs, there having been no eventual and final failure in

any late application ; that the opinions advanced, were fuch as he enter-

tained and declared on the floor of Congrefs, when the fum of a fo-

reign loan was agitated, as the yeas and nays on the journal will ma-
nifeft, and fuch as he ftill retains, and in which he is not alone ; that

great injuftice may be done to the moft cautious writer, by publifhing

a fingle paragraph only of a letter (of which however he does not in

this cafe complain) and ftill greater by a committee of Congrefs re-

porting only a part of fuch paragraph, and thereby fixing it on the

journals in fuch a detached and maimed condition, of which he does
complain ; and alleges, that fuch proceeding threatens the privileges

and endangers the characters of members of Congrefs; that fuch a
mode of inquifition, eftablilhed by authrority of Congrefs, has a ten-

dency to ered a fyftem of defpotifm, by detering the minority from
writing freely to their conftituents fuch things as they have a right

to know, left their letters fliould be intercepted, publilhed, and in de-

tached paragraphs injurioufty fixed on the journals of Congrefs, by an
overbearing majority ; that it is well known that in his private opi-

nion he is, has been, and has a right to be againft the five per cent,

impoft ; his conftituants expeded him to oppofe it, that he has been
faithful to them in that particular will not be denied. He is happy to
find that the ftate he has the honor to reprefent, has uiianimouily re-

jected that dangerous meafure, by a folemn determination of the lower
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ay

houie of affembly, on the firfl: day of November laft, 53 members be-

ing prefent. If the part he has taken in that regard, has drawn on

him the refentment of any, he will endeavour to fuftain it with a for-

titude becoming the caufe of freedom and his country, which in every

part of his conduct he has uniformly fupported, and for proof, appeals

to the journals of Congrefs. His conftituents have hitherto approved

his condudl, and he trufts they will not fail to fupport him. He con-

fiders himfelf as their fervant, and to them alone he is accountable for

his doings ; and under them the fervant of the United States, and not

the fervant of Congrefs. The declaration and proteft aforegoing, be-

ing duly confidered, refolved, that the refolution of

in the words following, viz. " Refolved, that the fecretary for foreign

affairs be inftrufted to write to the executive of Rhode-Ifland, requefl-

ing them to enquire through what channel the above communication

•was made, or who is the fuppofed author of the extradl referred to,

and report accordingly," be, and the fame is hereby revoked.

This motion of Mr. Howell being feconded by Mr. Arnold, and on

the queftion to agree to it, the yeas and nays being required by Mr.

Howell,

Mr. Gilman, no')

Mr. W/bite, no 5
"'^

Mr. Osgood^ no')

Mr. Gorham^ no^
Mr. Collins, oy")

Mr. Arnold^

Mr. Hoivell^

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinotf

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. M'Kean,
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Nash, no^
Mr. Williamson, no yno
Mr. Blount, no J
Mr. Ramsay, no^

Mr. Izard, no V-no

Mr. Gervais, noJ

So it paffed in the negative.

A queftion was then taken on the motion before the houfe ; where-

upon it was
Resolved, That the fecretary for foreign affairs be difcharged from

the inftrudtion given him on the 12ch inft. Mr. Howell, a delegate

from the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, having acknowledged himfelf the au-

thor of the extraa of the letter quoted in the report of the commit-

tee of that day.

Ne'vo-Hampshire^

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Neiv-Torky

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delainare,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

no
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ajf

ay

i}

A motion was then made by Mr, Hamilton, fccondcd by Mr. Car-

roll, in the words following :

" Congrefs having in refpcdl to the articles of confederation, ad-

mitted on their journals an entry of a motion made by Mr. Howell,

feconded by Mr. Arnold, highly derogatory to the honor and dignity

of the United States in Congrefs affembled :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report fuch meafures

as it will be proper for Congrefs to take thereupon."

A motion was made by Mr. Arnold, feconded by Mr. Howell, to

ftrike out the words " highly derogatory to the honor and dignity of

the United States in Congrefs afTembled :"

And on the queftion, (hall the words moved to be ftruck out (land ?

the yeas and nays being required by Mr, Arnold,

Mr. Gilmariy

Mr. White,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr, Gorham,
Mr, Collins,

Mr, Arnold,

Mr, Hoivell,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. M'Kean,
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Nash,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the queftion to agree to the motion, refolved in the affirmative.

Members chofen for the foregoing committee, Mr. Oilman, Mr.
Hamilton and Mr. Madifon.

Neto-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Meiv-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvaniay

Delaware,
Maryland,

Virginia,

North- Carolina,

South-Carolina,

ay

ay

^y
ay

ay

no

no

no

^y

^y

^yl
ayS

ay Vay
ay}

^y
ay

ay

ay

ay ^ay
ajj

^yl
ay Vay
ay}

t:
ay

Thursdat, December 19, 1782.

Ordered, That the order of the day for electing a fecretary for fo-

reign affairs, be poftponed till Thurfday next.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Fit3—

fimmons and Mr. Carroll, to whom v>ras referred a letter of the 12th.

from the fecretary at war, refpefting the pay of artificers in colonel

Baldwin's regiment :

Resolved} That all the artificers, who have not been fettled with up
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to the lafl day of December, 1781, be fettled with for pay and depre-

ciation from the firfl: day of Auguft, 1780, to the laft day of Decem-
ber, 1781, at the rate of 12 dollars per month, and upon fuch fettle-

ment receive their dues in funded certificates.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Ramfay, Mr. Nafh and Mr. Pe-

ters, to whom was re-committed the draught of a fupplementary ordi-

nance for regulating the poft-office, reported another draught, which

was read a firfl; time, and to-morrow afligned for the fecond reading,

Friday, December 20, 1782.

On the report of the committee, appointed to report fuch meafures

as it will be proper for Congrefs to take in confequence of the motion

made by Mr. Howell on the 18th inftant :

Resolved) That the faid motion, with the preceding refolutions of

Congrefs, to which it refers, be tranfmitted by the fecrctary for foreign

affairs to the executive authority of the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, with

an authenticated ftate of the feveral applications for foreign loans, and

the refult thereof.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Madifon, Mr.
Peters and Mr. Oilman, to whom were referred letters of Jacob Cuy-
ler and Ifaac Tichenor, on the fubjecl of iuits brought againft the faid

Tichenor, for debts contrafted by him on account of provifions furnifti-

ed the troops in the fervice of the United States :

iJe^o/^^tf, That copies of the letters of Jacob Cuyler and Ifaac Tich-

enor, relative to fuits brought againft the faid Tichenor, in New-
Hampfliire, for debts contraAed by him for fupplies purchafed for the

fervice of the United States, be tranfmitted to and recommended to

the attention of the faid ftate.

Mr. Ellfvvorth and Mr. Wolcott, two delegates for the ftate of

Connedlicut, attended, and produced credentials, which were read, and

by which it appears, that on the fecond Thurfday of May, 1782, the

day appointed by law for the choice of delegates, Samuel Hunting-

ton, Efq; Oliver Ellfworth, Efq; Richard Law, Efq; Jeffe Root, Efq;

Oliver Wolcott, Efq; Benjamin Huntington, Efq; and Jcdediah

Strong, Efq; were eleded delegates to reprefent that ftate in the Con-

grefs of the United States.

The fupplementary ordinance for regulating the poft-office was

read a fecond time, and Monday next afligned for the third reading.

SaTurdav, December 21, 1782.

Mr. Hawkins, a delegate for the ftate of North-Carolina, attended,

and took his feat in Congrefs.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Madifon, Mr. Rutledge and Mr.
Oilman, appointed to confer with the fecretary for foreign affairs, on

the fubje<fl of his department, report, " that he is willing, if it be the

dcfire of Congrefs, to remain in the faid department until the enfuing

fpring, but that it will be necefTary for him to make a ftiort vifit to

the ftate of New-York in the month of January, which the commit-

tee think will not probably interfere with the public bufincls ;" where-

upon,

JRcscIvecl^ That the eleftion of a fecretary for foreign aftalrs be
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poftponed until the firft Monday in May next ; and that Mr. Li-

vingfton be requefted to continue to difcharge the duties of that de-

partment until fuch eleftion fliall be made ; and that he have leave

of abfence, for the purpofe of making a vifit to the ftate of New-
York.
On the report of the fuperintendant of finance, to whom was re-

ferred a report of a committee, on a letter of the 2d of Auguft, from
the faid fuperintendant

:

Resolved, That the commiflioners for fettling accounts, according

to the adl of the 20th of February laft, do receive lottery tickets as

vouchers for the prizes which may have been drawn to fuch tickets,

and certify the fame as debts of the United States, at and after the

rate of one dollar in fpecie for every 40 dollars of fuch prizes.

On the queflion to agree to the above, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Oilman,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, no")

Mr. JVbite, 110$"°

Massachusetts, Mr. Gorham, no
J>

»

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay *> *
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsnvortb, no ^

Mr. Wolcott, no $
"'^

New-York, Mr. Fhyd,
Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Elmer,

Pennsylvania', Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Delaware, Mr. M^Kean,

Mr, Wharton,
Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Blount,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Ml-. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So it was refolvcd in the affirmative.

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

MoNDAr, December 23, 1782.
The committee, confifting of Mr. Madifon, Mr. Hamilton and Mr.

M'Kean, to whom were referred a letter from major-general Greene^
of the 28th of Oftober laft, and fundry papers accompanying the fame,
having made the following report:

" That it appears from the papers referred, that the executive au-
thority of the ftate of South-Carolina, had claimed in behalf of the ori-

ginal owners, citizens of the faid ftate, fundry horfes rc-captured on
Vol. VIII. F
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land, from the enemy, by a detc->chment of the forces of the United

States, on the general principle that original owners are entitled to

reftitution of all re-captured property ; that a council of war, to which

the faid claim was referred by major-general Greene, iiad decided

againft its validity, and that he has finally fubmitted the cafe to Con-

grefs.

On this fubjed the committee beg leave to obferve, that by the 9th

of the articles of confederation, the United States in Congrefs afTem-

bled, are inverted with the fole and exclufive right and power inter alia,

of eftablilhing rules for deciding in all cafes what captures on land or

water fhall be legal, and in Avhat manner prizes taken by land, or naval

forces in the fervice of the United States, Ihall be divided or appro-

priated, which power, as it involves that of deciding on the right of

the enemy to the property captured, neceffarily extends to cafes of re-

capture :

That with refpecl to captures and re-captures on water, general

provifion hath been made by fcveral ordinances and acl;s of Congrefs :

That with refpeft to captures on land, partial provifion only hath

been made ; and for cafes of re-capture on land, no provifion at all, it

having been left to the difcretion of the military commanders to con-

form, in the cafes omitted, to the general rules of jullice and the cuf-

toms of war, as obferved by civilized nations :

That the particular cafe in quePtion, having been decided in the

mode praftifed in the army in like infiances, cannot with propriety be

re-iudged by Congrefs, to whom is delegated in cafes of capture, a

legiflative only, and not a judiciary authority :

That neverthelefs, fince it is both the duty and difpofition of Con-

grefs, to render the arms of the United States as fubfervient as poffi-

ble to the juft interefts of individuals, as well as to the general de-

fence ; and fince reftitution has been ordained to the original owners,

in cafes of re-capture on water of property previoufly captured by the

enemy on land, the committee are of opinion, that it is expedient to

remit in favour of the original owners, the property re-captured by

colonel Kolkiufko, and retained for the ufe of the United States.

Upon this view of the fubjedl, the committee propofe the following

refolutions

:

1ft. That Congrefs approve of the fteps taken by major-general

Greene, in the cafe of the property re-captured on land by colonel

Kofkiuflco, and claimed in behalf of the original owners, by the exe-

cutive authority of the ftate of South-Carolina, as ftated in his letter

of the 28th of Odlober laft :

2d. That fo much of the property re-captured as aforefald, and ac-

cruin'^- to the ufc of the United States, as (hall be fatisfadlorily proven

to have been captured from inhjtbitants of the United States, be remit-

ted to the original proprietors, excepting only fo much, or the value

thereof, not exceeding ith of the whole value, as the faid major-gene-

ral Greene may have promifed, or may be deemed by him a proper

compenfation to the re-captors :

Sd. That leave be given to the committee to report an ordinance

declaring in all cafes what captures on land fhall be legal, and in what

manner the fame Ihall be divided or appropriated.
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The queftlon being i
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Be It ordained by the United States in Congrefs alTembled, and it

is hereby ordained by authority of the fame, that the privilege o£

franking letters be, and the fame is hereby extended to the infpedlor-

general, the adjutant-general, the director of the hofpitals, the quar-

ter-mafter-general, the commiffary of prifoners and the pay-mafter-

general, of the army of the United States ; and that the fame pri-

vilege be, and the fame is hereby extended to the officers at the heads

of the like departments in any feparate army ; all letters to and from

\vhom, on public bufinefs, fliall pafs free of poftage ; and in order to

prevent the multiplicity of franks becoming too burthenfome to the

public,

Be it ordained and it is hereby ordained by the authority aforefaid,

that the allowance not exceeding 20 per cent, on what would be the

poftage of free letters if they were charged, be difcontinued, and that

the public be charged with no farther commiflions on free letters,

though they contain enclofures, than the officers of the poft-office

would be entitled to on the poftage of the fame number of fingle let-

ters coming the fame diftance :

And be it ordained by the authority aforefaid, that the claufe in

the ordinance of the 18th of Odober laft, which direfts the poft-maf-

ter-general and his deputies to furnifli extraordinary expreffes be, and

the fame is hereby repealed. Done, &c.

Resolved^ That the quarter-mafter-general furnifli all extraordinary

expreffes when the fervice requires them, any ordinance or rcfolution

of Congrefs to the contrary notwithftanding.

On motion of Mr. Rutledge, feconded by Mr Fitzfimmons,

Resolved^ That the poft-mafter-general be diredled to continue the

fouthern poft to Savannah, in Georgia ; and that the fuperintendant

of finance furnifti the money neceffary for that purpofe.

Congrefs having received information that the ftate of Virginia has

repealed its law agreeing to the duty on imports and prizes :

Resolved^ That the deputation to Rhode-Ifland be for the prefent

fufpended ; and that a committee be appointed to report fuch further

meafures as it may be proper for Congrefs to take upon the fubjeA

at large.

FniDAr^ December 27, 1782.

Mr. Condift, a delegate for New-Jerfey, attended, and took his feat.

On a report from the fecretary for foreign affairs, to whom were re-

ferred fundry letters from Dr. Franklin and Mr. J. Adams
;

Resolved^ That Dr. Franklin be informed that the allov/ance he

has heretofore made and now makes to Mr. William Temple Frank-

lin, adling in the charafter of his fecretary, meets the approbation of

Congrefs ; and that his future allowance be 300 louis d'ors per an-

num, until the farther order of Congrefs.

Resolved, That Mr. Adams be informed that Congrefs agrre to

the purchafe he has made of a houfe at the Hague, on account of the

United States, and dire£l him to take meafures for transferring to

them the title thereof. That on his furnifhing an account of the ba-

lance ftill due on fuch purchafe, the fuperintendant of finance take ox-.

der for the payment thereof.
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MoNDAr, December 30, 1782.

His excellency the prefideiit having informed Congrcfs that the

hon. T. JefFerfon was arrived in town :

Ordered., That Mr. JefFerfon have accefs to the feveral offices of

Congrefs, in order that he may gain a knowledge of the affairs of the

United States, and prepare himfelf for the execution of the truft re-

pofed in him.

The committee, conlifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Clark and Mr.
Carroll, to whom was referred a letter of the 5th, from major-general

the baron de Steuben, having confered with him thereupon, fubmit

to the confideration of Congrefs the following fails, refulting from
the communications made to them, fupported by the teffimonials of

the commander in chief and many other principal officers of the army :

1ft. That the baron de Steuben was in Europe poffefTed of refpec-

table military rank, and different pofts of honor and emolument, which
he relinquifhed to come to America and offer his fervices at a criti-

cal period of the war, and without any previous ftipulations :

2dly. That on his arrival he ac^tually engaged in the army in a very
difinterefted manner, and without compenfations fimilarto thofe which
had been made to feveral other foreign officers :

3dly. That under fingular difficulties and embarraffments in the de-

partment in which he has been employed, he has rendered very im-
portant and fubftantial fervices, by introducing into the army a regu-

lar formation and exa£l difcipline, and by eftablifhing a fpirit of order

and oeconomy in the interior adminlftration of the regiments ; which,
befides other advantages, have been productive of immenfe favings to

the United States ; that in the commands in which he has been em-
ployed, he has upon all occafions conduded himfelf like a brave and
experienced officer : the committee are therefore of opinion, that the

facrifices and fervices of the baron de Steuben, juftly entitle him to

the diftinguidied notice of Congrefs, and to a generous compenfation,
whenever the fituation of public affairs will admit : the committee
farther report, that the baron de Steuben has conGderable arrearages

of pay due to him from thefe ftates on a liquidated account, and that

having exhaufted his refources in paft cxpenfes, it is now indifpenfable

that a fum of money fiiould be paid him for his prefent fupport, and
to enable him to take the field another campaign, and propofe that
the fum of 2400 dollars be paid to him for that purpofe, and charged
to his account aforefaid ; whereupon.

Resolved, That the foregoing propofal of the committee be refers

red to the fuperintendant of finance to take order.

The committee farther obferving, that from the nature of the de-
partment in which the baron de Steuben is employed, he is under the
neceffity of making frequent journies, by which he incurs an addition-

al expenfe, and is often deprived of the allowance of forage to which
he is entitled ; thereupon.

Resolved, That the baron de Steuben be allowed 300 dollars per
month, in lieu of his extra pay andof fubfiftence and forage for himfelf
and family, including waggon as well as faddle horfes ; and that thefe
allowances hereafter ceafe.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr.
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Madifon and Mr. Rutledge, to whom were referred a letter of Oclo-
ber the 9th, from major-general Greene, and one of the 5th, from bri-

gadier-g"eneral Wayne, with fundry papers enclofed :

Wliereas brigadier-general Wayne, commanding a detachment of

the army of the United States, did, as appears by his proclamation of
the 9th day of Auguft lafi:, with the advice and approbation of the

governor and executive of the (late of Georgia, enter into certain arti-

cles of agreement with fundry merchants, fubjefts of the crown of

Great-Britain, then refiding in Savannah, whereby it was provided

that the laid merchants flioiild be permitted to remain unmolefled with
their effects, and to difpofe thereof to the citizens of the United States,

and after having fo difpofed of them, to export produce of the (late of

Georgia, to the amount of the goods fo difpofed of, to the next Bri-

tifli poll.

Resolved^ That the convention or agreement entered into between
brigadier-general Wayne and fundry inhabitants of the town of Sa-

vannah, fubje6\s of the crown of Great-Britain, refpecting the fafety

of their perlbns and property, and the exportation of produce of the

flate of Georgia, to the amount of the goods which they have or may
difpofe of to the citizens of the United States, to the nearefl Britifli poll:,

be, and is hereby ratified ; and that all commanders of armed veffels,

in the fervice of the United States, or belonging to any of the inha-

bitants thereof, do pay due regard to the paffports which have or fhall

be given by the governor of the ftate of Georgia for the purpofes

aforefaid.

TuESDAr, December 31, 1782.

Mr. Howell, a delegate for Rhode-lfland, having requefled that the

letters of the Sth of April and 12th of Auguft laft, from Dr. Frank-
lin to the fuperintendant of finance, which were read in Congrefs the

27th inftant, be fent for ; and the fame being laid before Congrefs

and read :

Ordered^ That the fuperintendant of finance lay before Congrefs

fuch extm^^from Dr. Franklin's letters of the Sth of April and 12th

of Auguft laft", as Mr. Howell fhall point out to him.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Hamilton, to whom were referred letters of the 22d
and 24th from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That the refolutions of the 7th of Auguft laft, fo far as

relates to the lines of New-Hampftilre, Rhode-IAand and New-Jerfey,
be fufpended till the 1ft day of March next : and alfo, as to the Penn-
fylvania^line, fo far as to retain in fervice only the officers neceffary

to the completing of three regiments.

Resolved, That brigadier-general Hand be, and he is hereby con-

tinued in the office of adjutant-general.

Wednesdat, January 1, 1783.

On a report of the fecretary for foreign affairs :

The minifter plenipotentiary of his moft Chriftian majefty having

communicated to Congrefs, through the fecretary for foreign affairs

on the 7th inft. the refolution taken to embark the army under the



JANUARY 1783. 43

command of the count de Rochambeau, and on the 29th, tl)eir having
aftually embarked and i'ailcd ; together with his majefty's intention

to direcl them to return whenever an object (liould offer, in which
they might effeftnally co-operate with the troops of the United States :

Ecsuhed, That the ftcretary for foreign aiiuirs inform the mlnifter

of France, that though Congrefs cannot fee without regret, the de-
parture of an army to whole bravery and good conduct they are fo

greatly indebted for the redudion of the enemy's force in this coun-
try, yet that they have too much confidence in the attention of his

majefty to the interefis of the alliance, not to be perfuaded that the
order for their departure was didtated by a convidion that they could
clfewhere be more ufefully employed againll the common enemy :

That they willi him to make known to his majefty the grateful
fenie they entertain of his attention to their immediate intereft, ma-
iiifefted in the important aid thus long afforded them, and in his ge-
nerous determination to dired his troops to return to this country
whenever circumftances will admit of an advantageous co-operation
with the arms of the United States ; that they deiire through him,
to recommend in a particular manner the count de Rochambeau and
the army under his command, to the favour of his majefty, having-
the higheft reafon to be fatisfied with their bravery and good condud,
and with that ftric\ difcipline to which they are indebted for the per-
fcd harmony which has fo happily fubfifted between them and the
foldiers and citizens of the United States.

Resolved, That the prefident make the acknowledgments of Con-
grefs in a particular manner to his excellency the count de Rocham-
beau, and fignify to him the high fenfe they entertain of the diftin-

guiflied talents difplayed by him, with fo much advantage to thefe
ftates, in the moft important conjundures, as well as of the ftrid and
examplary difcipline which have been uniformly confpicuous in the
troops under his command, and which have defervedly acquired the
admiration and efteem of t]\e citizens of thefe ftates, by whom his

fignal fervices, and the delicate attention at all times paid to their
private rights, will ever be held in affedionate remembrance^

Thursdat, January 2, 1783.
Mr. Wilfon, a delegate for the ftate of Pennfylvania, attended, and

took his feat.

The fuperintendant of finance, having, purfuant to the order of the
31ft of laft-month, laid before Congrefs copies of the letters of the
8th of April and 21ft of Auguft laft, from Dr. Franklin.
On the requeft of Mr. Howell,
Ordered, That the faid copies be delivered to him.

FniDAT, January 3, 1783.
On the report of the fecretary for foreign affairs, to whom was re-

ferred a communication from the hon. the minifter plenipotentiary of
France :

Resolved, That the fecretary for foreign affairs inform the minifter
of France, that Congrefs learn with great pleafure that the fteps taken
by Congrefs and the refpedive ftates, their conftituents, in oppofitioa
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to the attempts of the Britifh court to bring about a partial negocia-

tion, has been fatisfad\ory to his mod ChrilHan majefty : that his ma-
jefty's conduft, in the progrefs of the negociations commenced in

Europe, as it has been communicated to Congrefs, is fufficient to In-

fpire a juft abhorrence of every aft derogatory to the principles of the

alliance, and ferves to fortify the refolutions which his repeated afts

of friendlhip, and a fenfe of their own honor and dignity, had dictated

to the United States in Congrefs affembled, and the ftates they re-

prefent.

The court conftituted in purfuance of the 9th article of the confe-

deration, to hear and finally determine the difpute between the ftates

of Pennfylvania and Connefticut, refpeding certain lands, having

heard and adjudged the faid difpute, returned to Congrefs their pro-

ceedings and final fentence and decree :

Ordered^ That in purfuance of tlie faid articles of confederation,

the proceeding and final fentence and decree of the faid court, be lodg-

ed among the afts of Congrefs.

The commiflion to the judges was returned with the following en-

dorfement

:

" The execution of this commiflion appears by the fchedule to the

fame annexed.

'Wm. Whipple, (l. s.)

We-lcome Arnold, (l. s.)

Wm. C. Houston, (l. s.)

Cyrus <jRiFriN, (l. s.)

David Brearly, (l. s.)

The fchedule annexed is in the words and figures following :

Proceedings of the court of commiflioners, holden at Trenton, in

the ftate of New-Jerfey, the 12th of November, 1782, to determine a

controverfy fubfifting between the ftate of Pennfylvania and the ftate

of Connecticut, relative to difputed territory.

At a court of commiflioners, holden at Trenton, in the ftate of

New-Jerfey, on the 12th day of November, in the year of our Lord

1782, agreeably to the 9th article of the confederation, and by virtue

and in purfuance of the commifllion and letters patent of the United

States in Congrefs affembled, given under their feal, and dated the

28th day of Auguft, in the year aforefaid, conftituting and empower-

ing the perfons therein named, to hear and finally determine a con-

troverfy fubfifting between the ftates of Pennfylvania and Connedlicut,

relative to their refpedlive rights and claims to certain difputed lands,

Tuesday, j'lth November, 1782.

PRESENT,
m. 1 11 C David Brearly, and 1 nrThe honorable

| William Churchill Houfton,5 ^^'l'''

Proclamation forfilence being made,

The commiflion from the United States in Congrefs affembled, di-

refting the fitting of the court, was read in the words following, viz.

(Here follows the commiflion as recited in the journal of the 28th

of Auguft laft.)

The commiflioners prefent took the oath prcfcribed by the 9th
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article of the confederation, and recited in the commiflion, before the

hon. Ifaac Smith, Elq; one of the juflices of the fupreme court of judi-

cature of the ftate of Ncw-Jerfey, a certificate of which was endorfed.

on the commiffion.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

The certificate endorfed on the commiffion is as follows :

I, Ifaac Smith, Efq; one of the juftices of the fupreme court of

judicature of the ftate of New-Jerfey, do hereby certify, that on the

12th day of November, in the year of our Lord 1782, perfonally ap-

peared before me, the hon. David Brearly and William Churchill Houf-

ton, Eqrs; and were feverally fworn well and truly to hear and determine

the matter in qucftion between the ftates of Pennfylvania and Connefti-

cut, agreeably to the tenor of the within commiffion, accordingto the beft

of their judgment, without favour, afFedion or hope of reward. Dated

at Trenton, the day and year above. Isaac Smith.

Wednesday, \3t/j November^ 1782.

Then met purfuant to adjournment,

m, , ui ^ David Brearly, and ? -crThe honorable
| William Churchill Houflon, \

^^1''^'

and not being a quorum to proceed on budnefs.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock*

Thursday, November 14, 1782.

Then met purfuant to adjournment,

rru u 1,1 <k David Brearly, and ? -,,/•

1 he honorable
-J ^,7.., ,. nu -u-u rj n >- Efqrs;
^William Churchill Houfton, 3 ^ *

Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Friday, November 15, 1782.
Then met purfuant to adjournment,

rp, , ,, C David Brearly, and > „^The honorable
^^^-^^y^^^^ Churchill Houfton, J

^^l'"^'

Adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Saturday, November 16, 1782.

Then met purfuant to adjournment,

T-L L ui C David Brearly, and ? t^t
1 he honorable ^ ^„.,,. -^, • , •,, tt n. ?- Efqrs;

^ William Churchill Houlion, 3
Adjourned till Monday morning next, ten of the clock.

Monday, \Qtb November, 1782.
The court met purfuant to adjournment, and opened in form.

PRESENT,
fWilliam Whipple,
I Welcome Arnold,

:< DavieThe honorable< David Brearly,

I
William Churchill Houfton

l^and Cyrus Griffin,

The hon. Mr. Whipple, Welcome Arnold and Cyrus Griffin, Efqrs;
took the oath prefcribed by the yth article of the confederation, and
Vol. VIII. G

>Efqrs;
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recited in the commiflion, before the hon. David Brearly, Efq; chief

juftice of the ftate of New-Jerfey, a certificate Avhereof was endorfed

on the commilTion.

John Neilfon, Efq; was appointed clerk.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

The certificate endorfed on the commiflion is as follows :

I, David Brearly, Efq; chief juftice of the ftate of New-Jerfey, do

hereby certify, that on the 18th day of November, in the year of our

Lord 1782, perfonally appeared before me, the hon. William Whip-
ple, Welcome Arnold and Cyrus GrifRn, Efqrs; and were feverally fworn

v^ell and truly to hear and determine the matter in queftion between

the ftates of Pennfylvania and Connecticut, agreeably to the tenor of

the within commiflion, according to the beft of their judgment, without

favour, aflfeftion or hope of reward. Dated at Trenton, the day and

year above.

David Brkarly.

Tuesday f \9tb November^ 1782.

The court met purfuant to adjournment.

PRESENT,
pWilliam Whipple, prefident,"^

I Welcome Arnold,
J

The honorable< William Churchill Houfton, ^Efqrs;

j
Cyrus Griffin and

l^David Brearly,

John Neilfon, Efq; took the oath of office as clerk of the court.

Proclamation was made for all perfons concerned to attend the court

and be heard.

William Bradford, jun. Jofeph Reed, James Wilfon and Jonathan

Dlckinfon Sergeant, Efqrs; appearing as agents, and Henry Ofoorne,

Efq; as folicitor for the ftate of Pennfylvania, produced their creden-

tials and powers as recited in the journals of Congrefs, in thefe words

:

[Here follows the power& as recited in the journal of Congrefs of

the 16th of July, 1782:]
Which being read, were accepted by the court, and their appear-

ance accordingly entered for the ftate of Pennfylvania.

Eliphalet Dyer, William Samuel Johnfon and Jefie Root, Efqrs;

appearing as agents for the ftate of Conne»^icut, produced their cre-

dentials and powers as they here follow

:

Be it known, that we, the governor and company of

*
y c * the ftate of Connedicut, in America, have authorized,

* *
* « conftituted and appointed, and by thefe prefents do con-

ftitute, authorize and appoint the hon. Eliphalet Dyer,

William Samuel Johnfon and Jeffe Root, Efqrs; our agents, procura-

tors and attornies, in our name and behalf to appear, and us to repre-

fent, before the honorable court of commiflioners, conftituted, appoint-

ed and commiflioned by the Congrefs of the United States, purfuant

to the 9th article of confederation, to be holden at Trenton, in New-
Jerfey, on the 12th day of November inft. and at all other times and

places where faid court may be holden, to hear, judge and determine

'the controverfy fubfifting between the ftate of Pennfylvania and the

ftate of Conncdicut, refpe<^ing the title, jurifdidion, poffeflion and
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claim, to a certain territory of country, contained within the bounds

and limits of the royal charter and patent of his majefty king Charles

the 2d, to the governor and company of the late Englifh colony of Con-

nedicut, claimed by the ftate of Pennfylvania. And we do by ihefe

prefents give and grant to our laid agents and attornies, the laid Eli-

phalet Dyer, William Samuel Johnfon and JefTe Root, Efqrs; or either

two of them, full and ample powers of attorney ind procuration, for

us and in cur name and ftead to purfue, implead, anfwer and defend,

in all and fingular the the qucftions, matters and things that fliall be

moved or any way come before faid court, relative to the controverfy

aforefaid ; and to folicit, move, ad and tranfad, in all things whatfoe-

vcr which fliall be found requifite and fitting, on the part of us the

faid governor and company of the ftate of Connedicut, as fully and in

as ample a manner as we ourfelves might or could do, until final judg-

ment fliall .be had and rendered in the premiies. And we do hereby

engage to hold good and valid in the law, Avhat our faid attornies fliall

do in the premifes in purfuance of the powers herein given to them,

and the itiftruftions they may, from time to time, receive from us, and
to ratify and confirm the fame, with power to employ council learned

in the law as they Qiall judge needful. In teftimony whereof, the go-

vernor has figned thefe our letters of attorney and procuration, and
caufed the feal of our ftate to be affixed to them.

Done at Lebanon, in our faid ftate, this firft day of November, in

the year of our Lord 1782, and in the 7th year of the indepen-

dence of the United States of America.

Jonathan Trumbull.
By his excellency's command :

George Wyllis, Secretary,

Which being read, were accepted by the court, and their appear-

ance accordingly entered for the ftate of Gonnefticut.

A motion was made by the agents for the ftate of Connecticut, that
the petition preferred by the executive council of the ftate of Pennfyl-
vania to the United States in Congrefs affembled, praying that a court
might be appointed for deciding the controverfy fubfifting between
the faid ftate and the ftate of Connedlicut, or an authentic copy there-

of, fliould be produced and read :

Which after argument was over-ruled by the court.

A motion in writing was then offered by the agents of the ftate of
Gonne&icut, in the words following :

Trenton, November, A. D. 1782.
State of New-Jerfey, IT.

At a court of comraiffioners for the trial of the caufe between the
ftates of Connefticut and Pennfylvania, relative to the jurifdiftion and
property in certain lands lying weft of Delaware river, within the char-
ter boundaries of faid ftates.

The agents for the ftate of Connedicut, faving to themfelves all

advantages of other and further defence in faid caufe, beg leave to-

fuggeft, inform and give the court to underftand, that there are many
perfons, Avho are tenants, in pofTeflion of the lands in controverfy,
holding, improving and claiming large quantities of faid lai>d, under
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titles from the ftates of Pennfylvania and Connefticut refpe£llvely, par*

ticularly the two large companies of Delaware and Sufquehannah, con-

fifting of more than 2000 perfons, many of whofe people are in, pof-

feffing, improving and holding large traces of faid lands in controverfy,

under title from the ftate of Connefticut, whofe titles under faid ftates

refpeftively, will be materially affcdled by the decifion in this cafe, yet

have not been cited or any way legally notified to be prefent at faid

trial to defend their titles refpectively, which, by the rules of proceed-

ing in a courfe of juftice, ought to be done before any further proceed-

ings arc had in faid cafe ; and thereupon faid agents move this honor-

able court to caufe faid companies of Delaware and Sufquehannah and
other tenants in pofTeffion, holding under title from either of faid

ftates, to be duly cited in fome proper and reafonable manner to ap-

pear and defend at faid trial, if they fee caufe, before any farther pro-

ceedings are had in faid caufe ; and of this they pray the opinion of

this honorable court.

E. Dyer, ">

Wm. S. Johnson, V-

J. Root, J

agents for

Connedicut.

After argument, the court adjourned till to-morrow ten of the clock,

Wednesday ) 20th November^ 1782.

The court met : prefent as yefterday.

The court gave their opinion on the motion of yefterday, made in

writing by the agents of Connedlicut :

That the fame cannot be admitted according to the conftruclion of

the 9th article of the confederation, and the tenor and defign of the

commiflion under which they aft.

A motion was made by the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania, ill

the words following :

November 20f/j, 1782.

The agents of Pennfylvania, apprehending that the agents of Con-

necticut defign to move the court to poftpone or put off the determi-

flation of the caufe now depending before them, do give notice to the

faid agents for Conneclicut, in the prefence of the court, that they,

the faid agents of Pennfylvania, will oppofe any motions of that na-

ture being made after the evidence on the part of Pennfylvania has

been opened, or the merits of the caufe entered upon ; and if the faid

agents for Connefticut propofe to make any fuch motion, the agents

for Pennfylvania do exprefs their willingnefs that time be given them

for that purpofe,

Wm. Bradford, jun.

Jos. Rked,
James Wilson,
Jon. D. Sergeant.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Thursday.) 2Ut Nuvejnber, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

A motion was made by the agents for^the ftate of Conncfticut, la

thefe words :
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Trenton, Netv-Jersejy November, 1782.

Court of commissioners, case Pennsylvania, v, Connecticut.

And now the agents of the ftate of Connefticut, unwilling to give

any unneceflary delay, but confidering the magnitude of thiscaufe, its

length and intricacy, and the high importance, that it fhould be tho-

roughly inveftigated, and not only juftly determined, but in a man-
ner fatisfadorily to the parties concerned ; and the ftate of Penn-
fylvania not having yet filed any declaration or ftate of their claim in

this court, whereby the agents for Conne£licut can know what the

demands of Pennfylvania are, or what they have to anfwer to, and knoAv-

ing that there are many exhibits and proofs, which will be effentially

necefl'ary in the courfe of faid caufe, which we have not nor hath it

been in our power to procure, viz. a certain original deed from the

Indians, of a large parcel of the lands in difpute, obtained from their

chiefs and fachems at their council fire in Onondaga, in A. D. 1763,

which is now in England, left there before the commencement of the

prefent unhappy war, and which we have never fince been able to ob-

tain ; and other necefl'ary evidence and proofs, which on examination

we find we are not at prefent pofTefTed of, which may be wanted in the

courfe of faid trial, and not yet knowing what conceflions may be

made on the part of Pennfylvania, do confent to proceed in the trial

of faid caufe ; at the fame time referving to ourfelves the right of

moving in any ftage of faid trialj to have the fame poftponed, as the

nature and exigencies of the cafe may require, and that the agents for

Pennfylvania have on their part the fame advantages, and that this

motion be made parcel of the files of this honorable court.

agents for

Connefticut.

E. Dyer, T
W. S. Johnson, v

J. Root, J
Whereupon the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania moved as fol-^

lows :

The agents of Pennfylvania, in anfwer to the written motion pre-

,

ferred by the agents of Connefticut, do fay, that they are now ready/
and have been for fome time, to exhibit their claim on the part of
Pennfylvania, but have been delayed by the expeftation founded ou'

the promife made in the prefence of the court by the agents of Con-
neclicut, to file their claim at the fame time. Yet they fay in anfwer
to that part of the faid motion, which claims the right of moving in'

any ftage of the trial to have the fame poftponed, that the court ought
not to hear and admit any motion to poftpone the trial after the fame'

lias begun and proceeded to a hearing of the merits of the «aufe ; and ••

of this they pray the opinion of the court. •.'

';

Wm. Bradford, jun.

Jos. Reed,
James Wilson,
JoNA. D. Sergeant.

November 21, 1782.
After argument the court adjourned till to-morrow ten of the clockr

Friday, 22(1 November, 1782,
The court met : prefent as before.
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The court ordered the motions now before them in writing to be

filed.

The agents for Pennfylvania laid before the court the following

ftate and reprefentation :

To the honorable the coramilTioners and judges appointed to hear

and finally determine the controverfy fubfifting between the ftate of

Pennfylvania and the ftate of ConneAicut. The agents of the flate of

Pennfylvania beg leave humbly to ftate and reprefent in behalf of the

laid ftate.

1ft. That king Charles the 2d, then king of Great-Britain, on the

4th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1681, by his letters pa-

tent, dated on the fame day and year aforefaid, did grant to William
Penn, the firft proprietary and governor of Pennfylvania, his heirs and
afiigns, " all that traft or part of land in America, with the iflands

therein contained, as the fame is b(junded on the eaft by Delaware ri-

ver, from 12 miles dlftance northwards of New-Caftle town, unto the

three and fortieth degree of northern latitude, if the faid river doth

extend fo far northward ; but if the faid river fliall not extend fo far

northward, then by the faid river fo far as it doth extend, and from

the head of the faid river, the eaftern bounds are to be determined by
a meridian line to be drawn from the head of the faid river unto the

faid 43d degree ; the faid land to extend weftward five degrees in lon-

gitude, to be computed from the faid eaftern bounds ; and the faid

lands to be bounded on the nortli by the beginning of the three and

fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the fouth by a circle drawn
at 12 miles diftance from New-Caftle northward and weftward unto

the beginning of the 40th degree of northern latitude, and then by a

ftraight line weftwards to the limits of longitude above-mentioned."

By which letters patent the jurifdiftion and right of government

within the limits aforefaid, and alio the right of foil were conveyed,

and under which Pennfylvania hath been held, fettled and pofTeffed.

2d. That the faid William Penn and the fucceedlng proprietaries of

Pennfylvania, at dilFerent periods, purchafed from the native Indians

their right of foil within dliferent diftrifts of the limits aforefaid, and

received deeds from them for the fame, and particularly on the 25th

day of Odlober, in the year of our Lord 1736, the faid Indians con-

veyed to Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, the then proprietaries of

pennfylvania, the full and abfolute right of pre-emption, of and in all

the lands not before fold by them to the faid proprietaries within the

limits aforefaid.

: 3d. That the fouthern bounds of Pennfylvania, fo far as the fam«

adjoins on Maryland, have been long fince fettled ; and the fame, fo

far as the ftate adjoins upon Virginia, have alfo been fettled of late by

a line, called Mafon and Dixon's line, continued to the end of five

degrees of longitude from the river Delaware ; that the northern bounds

have always been deemed to extend to the end of the 42d degree where

the figures 49 are marked on the map, the river Delaware being found

to extend fo far north and farther ; that the faid river purfuing the

eaft or main branch thereof, above the forks at Eafton, hath ever been

deemed to be one boundary of Pennfylvania, from 12 miles abovjs
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Ncw-Caftle, on the faid river, to the faid end of the 42d degree, and
that a ftraight line from thence to the place where the fame (hall in-

tcrfeft another ftralght line, drawn from the end of the faid fouthern

line of boundary of Pennfylvania, commonly called Mafon and Dixon's

line, continued to the extent of five degrees of longitude from the ri-

ver Delaware, is another boundary of the faid ftiite of Penniylvania.

4th. That the late province of Pennfylvania, on the 4th day of Ju-
ly, in the year of our Lord 1776, did join with the other twelve, late

provinces, now ftates, in the declaration of independence, and foon af-

ter eflablifhed a conftitution and government founded on the authority

of the people, which they continue ftlU to exercife and enjoy ; and they

did alfo join in the articles of confederation of the United States ; and
that being fo independent and fovereign, on the 27th day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord 1779, they did by an adf of their legifla-

ture, confifting of the reprefentatives of the freemen of the faid com-
monwealth of Pennfylvania in general affembly met, duly made and
paffed according to the directions of their frame of government, veft

the right of foil and eflate of the late proprietaries of Pennfylvania in

the faid commonwealth ; and that by means thereof, and of the feveral

matters and things herein before fet forth, the faid commonwealth, or

ftate of Pennfylvania, is entitled to the right of jurifdic^ion, and right

of foil within all the limits aforefaid.

5th. That, neverthelefs, fundry perfons pretending to claim under
the late colony, now ftate of Connecticut, before the revolution, have
violently fettled themfelves within the limits aforefaid, and the colony
of Connefticut by an adl of their legiilature, made and paffed a fliort

time before the revolution, have encouraged the faid violent fettlement

and intrufion, and -afferted their claim as a colony to a large part of
the lands within the limits aforefaid, as well in point of jurifdiftion

as territory ; and that fince the revolution, the faid intrufions are con-

tinued and daily increafed by the faid perfons pretending to claim un-
der the ftate of Connefticut, and the claim of the faid ftate is by the

faid ftate ftill continued and perfifted in, and the jurifdidlion of the
faid ftate adually afferted and exercifed, within a part of the ftate of
Pennfylvania, in defiance of all law and juftice.

Wherefore the faid agents do humbly pray, that this honorable court
taking into confideration the premifes, as well as all other matters
and proofs that may be alleged and ftiewn on the part of Pennfylvania
and of Connediicut before you, you will proceed agreeably to the tenor
of the 9th article of the confederation, to determine and decide in the
premifes according as to right and juftice ftiall be found to appertain.

William Bradford, jun.

Jos. Reed,
James Wilson,
JoNA. D. Sergeant.

November 20, 1782.

The agents for Connedlicut alfo exhibited to the court a ftate of the
cafe on the part of Connecticut, as follows :

The ftate of the cafe on the part of Connefticut, exhibited to the
honorable court of commiflloners at Trenton, November, A. D. 1782.

[A. D, 1497.] Sebaftian Cabot, a fubjedt of England, was employ-
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ed bj;>Tleniy the" 7th, king of England, to difcover a north weft paf-

iVge'^to^China, and in that fevvice, in or about the year 1497, he dif-

^-^overed all the north eaft coafl: of America, from cape Florida, in 25
degrees north latitude, to 67^ degrees, by which the crown of England
became entitled thereto, fo far as the right of firft difcovery could en-
title. King James the firft, in the 1 Sth year of his reign, [A. D. 1 620,]
by letters patent, under the great feal of England, gave the name of

New-England, in America, to all that circuit, continent and limits in

America, in breadth, from 40 degrees of northerly latitade from the

equinocliitl line, to 48 degrees of faid northerly latitude, and in length,

by all the breadth throughout the main land from fea to fea, with all

the rivers, feas. Sec, within the fame degrees of latitude and longitude ;

and incorporated the duke of Lenox, and divers other perfons, by the

name of the council eftablifhed at Plymouth, in the county of Devon,
for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of New-England, in

America ; and to them and their fucceffors, grants all the lands. Sec.

viz. that aforcfaid part of America, lying and being in breadth from
40 degrees of northerly latitude, from the equinoclial line, to 48 de-

grees of the faid northerly latitude, inclufively, and in length, of and
within all the breadth aforefaid throughout the main lands, from fea

to fea, together alfo with all the firm lands, foils, grounds, &c. and all

and fingular other commodities, jurifdiftions, royalties, privileges, fr^n-

chifes and pre-eminences, both within the faid tracSt, upon the land

upon the main, and alfo within the faid iflands and feas adjoining :

Provided always, that the faid iflands or any of the premifes hereinbe-

fore-mentioned, and by thefe prefents intended and meant to be grant-

ed, were not adlually poffeffed or inhabited by other Chriftian prince

or ftate, nor within the bounds, limits or territories of that fouthern

colony heretofore by us granted, to be planted by divers of our loving

fubjedts in the fouth part. And did further command and authorize

the faid council and their fucceffors, or the major part of them, to dif-

tribute, convey, aflign, and fet over fuch particular portions of faid

lands, tenements and hereditaments, to fuch fubjefts, adventurers and
planters, as they ftiould think proper, refpedl being had as well to the

proportion of the adventurers as to the fpecial hazard, exploit or me-
rit of any perfon to be recompenfed, advanced or rewarded.

[March 19, 1628.] The faid council of Plymouth granted to fir

Henry Rofwell, Sec. their heirs and aftigns, and their affociates for-

ever, all that part of New-England, in America aforefaid, which lies

and extends between a great river, there commonly called Monomack,
alias Merrimack, and a certain other river there, called Charles river,

being in the bottom of a bay, called Maffachufetts, alias Mattachu-
fctts, alias Mattatufetts-Bay, and all and fingular thofe lands and

hereditaments whatfoever, lying within the fpace of three Englilh

miles, on the fouth part of the faid (Charles river, or of any or every

part thereof, and alio all and fingular the lands and hereditaments

whatfoever, lying and being within the fpace of three Englifh miles,

to the fouthward of the ibuthermoft part of the faid bay, called Maf-
fachufetts, alias Mattachufetts, alias Mattatufetts-Bay, and alfo all

thofe lands and hereditaments whatfoever, which lie and be within

the fpace of three Englifti miles, to the northward of the faid riverj
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called Monomack, alias Merrimack, or to the northward of any and
every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments whatfoever, lying

within the limits aforefaid, north and fouth, in latitude and in breadth,

and in length and longitude of and within all the breadth aforefaid,

throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantic and Weftern-fea

and ocean, on the eafl; part to the South-fea, on the weft part, and all

the lands and grounds, Sec. King Charles the 1ft, by his letters patent,

under the great feal of England, did grant and confirm unto the faid

fir Henry Rofwell, Sec. [March 4, 1629,] their heirs and affigns, and
their affociates, all the faid part of New-England, in America, lying

and extending between the bounds and limits in the faid indenture

expreffed, &c. Provided always, that if the faid lands, iflands, or any
the premifes before-mentioned, and by the faid letters patent, laft men-
tioned, intended and ment to be granted, were, at the time of the grant-
ing of the faid former letters patent, dated the 3d day of November, in

the 1 8th year of the reign of his late majefl:y, king James the 1ft, aftually

poirefTed or inhabited by anj?- other Chriftian prince or ftate, or were
•within the bounds, limits or territories of the faid fouthern colony
then before granted by the faid king, to be planted by divers of his

loving fubjefts in the fouth parts of America, that then the faid grants
ftiould not extend to any fuch parts or parcels thereof, fo formerly
inhabited or lying within the bounds of the fouthern plantation as

aforefaid. But as to thofe parts or parcels fo poffeffed or inhabited

by any fuch Chriftan prince or ftate, or being within the boundaries
aforefaid, Ihould be utterly void.

[March 19, 1631.] Robert Earl of Warwick, prefident of the coun-
cil of Plymouth, by his deed, bearing date the 19th day of March,
Anno Dom. 1631, did give, grant, bargain, fell and confirm unto the
right hon. William vifcount Say and Seal, Sec. their heirs and affigns,

and their alTociates forever, all that part of New-England, in Ame-
rica, which lies and extends itfelf from a river there called Narragan-
fett river, the fpace of 40 leagues upon a ftraight line, near the fea-

ftiore, towards the fouth-weft, weft and by fouth, or weft, as the coafl:

lieth towards Virginia, accounting three Englifli miles to the league
;

and alfo all and lingular the lands and hereditaments whatfoever, ly-

ing and being within the lands aforefaid, north and fouth in latitude

and breadth, and in length and longitude, of and within all the breadth
aforefaid, throughout the main lands there, from the weftern ocean
to the South-fea, and all lands and grounds, havens, rivers, waters,
fiftiings and hereditaments whatfoever, lying within the faid fpace,

and every part and parcel thereof, and alfo all the iflands lying in

America aforefaid, in the faid feas or either of them, on the weftera
or eaftern coafts, or parts of the faid tra£ls of land by thefe prefents

mentioned to be given and granted ; to have and to hold, unto the

faid William vifcount Say and Seal, &c. their heirs and affigns, and
their affociates, to their only proper ufe and behoof for evermore.

The Connedticut people eftabliflied government, and foon after pro-

ceeded to fettle on the land aforefaid, upon the right and as affociates

of the lords Say and Seal, Sec. under the patents aforefaid, which
lands they were afterwards vefted with, having obtained the native

Vol. VIII. H
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right by purchafe and conqueft, and having fettled many towns in the

eaftern part of faid patent, and as far weft as the Dutch pofTeffions

near Hudfon's river, they as early as A. D. 1650, extended their

claims and pofTeffions on the weft fide of Delaware river, and made
purchafes of large traftsof lands of the Indians there.

In 1 635j the faid Plymouth company furrendered their patent to the

crown.

[April 23d, 1662.] King Charles the 2d, by his letters patent un-
der the great feal of England, bearing date the 23d day of April,

Anno Doni. 1662, ordained, conflituted, and declared John Winthrop,

John Mafon, Samuel Willis, and 16 others by name, and all fuch

others as then were or thereafter Ihould be admitted and made free,

of the company and fociety of the colony of Gonneclicut, in America,
fhould, from time to time, and for ever thereafter, be one body cor-

porate and politic, in fact and in name, by the name of the governor

and company of the Englilh colony of ConneAicut, in New-England,
in America, with certain powers, privileges and authorities ; and there-

in granted to them and their fucceffors, all that part of his dominions

in New-England, in America, bounden on the eaft by Narraganfett

river, commonly called Narraganfett-bay, where the faid river falleth

into the fea, and on the north by the line of the Maffachufetts plan-

tation, and on the fouth by the fea, and in longitude, as the line of

the Maffachufetts colony, running from eaft to weft, that is to fay,

from the faid Narraganfett-bay on the eaft, to the South-fea on the

weft, with the iflands thereunto adjoining, together with all the firm

lands. Sec. to have and to hold the fame unto the faid governor and

company, their fucceffors and affigns forever, upon truft, and to and
for the ufe and benefit of themfelves and their affociates, freemen of

the faid colony, their heirs and affigns, to be holden of the king, his

heirs and fucceffors, as of his manor of Eaft-Greenwich, in free and
common foccage, and not in capite or by knights fervice.

Whereby the faid governor and company became vefted with right

of jurifdi£lion over, and feized of the crown title, and of the exclufive

right of pre-emption to all the lands within the boundaries in faid pa-

tent mentioned and defcribed, excepting only fuch part of the fame as

was then aftually in the poffeffion of the Dutch : and in fa£t the lands

in controverfy, between the ftates of Pennfylvania and Conne£licut,

in this cafe, are contained within the faid limits of faid patent, viz.

within a line drawn from the eaft ftde of a creek or river, called Mo-
inaroneck, where the frelh water falls into the fait, at high-water mark,

weft parallel to the fouth line of the patents to the Maffachufetts

aforefaid.

[March 12, 1664.] King Charles the 2d, by his letters patent, un-

der the great feal of England, bearing date the 12 day of March,
Anno Dom. 1664, gave and granted unto his royal brother James,
duke of York, all that part of the main land in New-England, begin-

ning at a certain place, called and known by the name of Saint-Croix,

next adjoining to New-Scotland, in America, and from thence ex-

tending along the fca-coaft, unto a place called Pennequie or Penne-

quid, and fo up the river thereof to the fouthermoft head of the fame,

as it tendeth northward, and extending from thence to the river Ke-
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nebequie, and upwards, by the niortefl courfc, to the river called Canada,
northward ; and alio all that illand or iflands, commonly called by the

feveral name or namesof Mattawacks,or Long-Ifland, fituate, lying and
being towards the weft of Cape-Cod and the Narraganfetts, abutting up-

on the main land between the two rivers there, called and known by the

names of Connecticut and Hudfon's river ; together alfo with the faid

river called Hudfon's river, and all the land from the weft fide of Con-
nefticut river to the eaft fide of Delaware bay ; and all the feveral ifl-

ands, called or known by the names of Martin's Vineyard and Nantucks,
otherwife Nantucket, together with all the lands, foils, iflands, &c.
The Dutch and Swedes were at that time poffeffed of the lands be-

longing to the late colonies of New-York and New-Jerfey, and had
made eonfiderable plantations and improvements there ; which fettle-

Hients aforefaid of the Dutch, &c. they contended were begun as early

as in the year 1614, prior to the patent of the council of Plymouth.
King Charles the 2d, in April, 1664, made a conqueft of the Dutch

at New-York ; and a fettlemcnt of the line between the duke of York's
government, eaftward, and the colony of Gonneclicut, became necef-

fary.

[April 26, 1664.] His majefty having conftituted and appointed

colonel Richard Nichols, fir Robert Carr, knight, &c. his commiffion-
ers to vifit the New-England colonies, with full power and authority

to hear, receive, examine and determine all complaints and appeals,

and proceed in all things for providing for and fettling the peace of
faid country ; they did accordingly fettle and determine as follows, viz.

[November 30, 1664.] By virtue of his majefty's commiflion, we
have heard the difference about the bounds of the patent granted to

his royal highnefs the duke of York, and to his majefty's colony of
Connecticut ; and having deliberately confidered the reafons alleged

by Mr. Allen, fenior, Mr. Gold, Mr. Richards and captain Winthrop,
appointed by the affembly held at Hartford, the 13th of Odtober,
1664, to accompany John Winthrop, Efq; the governor of his majef*.

ty's colony of Connedlicut, to New-York, and by Mr. Howell and cap-
tain Young, why the faid Long-Ifland fhould be under the government
of Connedlicut, which are too long here to be recited. We do declare,

and order the fouthern bounds of his majefty's colony, is the fea ; and
that Long-Ifland is to be under the government of his royal highnefs
the duke of York, as is expreffed by plain words in faid charters ref-

pedively. And alfo by virtue of his majefty's commiflion, and by the
confent of both the governors and the gentlemen above named ; we
do alfo order and declare, that the creek or river which is called Mo-
noromock, which is reputed to be about 12 miles to the eaft of Weft-
Chefter, and a line to be drawn from the eaft point or fide where the
frefli water falls into the fait, at high-water mark, north north-weft,
to the line of the Maffachufetts, be the weftern bounds of the faid co-
lony of Connedlicut : and all plantations lying weftward of that creek
and line fo drawn, fliall be under his royal highnefs's government ; and
all the plantations lying eaftward of that creek and line, to be under
the government of Gonne£licut.
To this the commiflioners therein mentioned from Connecticut, fub-

fcribed in the words following, viz. " We underwritten, on behalf
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of the colony of Connedicut, have afTented unto the determination of

his majen;3''s commiffioners, in relation to the bounds and limits of his

royal highnei's the duke's patent, and the patent of Connefticut."

In Tune, 1673, Mew-York and its territories were recovered by the

Dutch, and their government revived again. In 1674, on a treaty of

peace between the Englifli and Dutch, figned at Weftminfter, the En-

glifh government was reflored. June 29, A. D. 1674, the duke of York

obtained a renewal of his patent. The duke's governor being uneafy

at the former iettlement of the line, claimed a re-fettlement of the

fame ; and after various negociations and agreements, between Novem-
ber 23d, 1683, and 1733, the line between the duke's government,

and the government of the colony of Connedlicut, was finally fettled,

beginning at Biram river, at the fea, a few miles eaft of the former

fettlement of faid line, and to extend northward to the line of the

Maffachufetts, as in faid fettlement is expreffed.

King Charles the 2d, by his letters patent, bearing date the 5 III

year of his reign, gave and granted unto William Penn, his heirs and

affigns, all that traA or parcel of land in America, with all the iflands

therein contained, as the fame is bounded on the eaft of Delaware ri-

ver, from 12 miles northward of Ncw-Caftle town, unto the three and

fortieth degree of northern latitude, if the faid river doth extend fo far

northward, but if the faid river doth not extend fo far northward, then

by the faid river fo far as it doth extend ; and from the head of the

faid river the eaftern bounds are to be determined by a meridian line,

to be drawn from the head of the faid river unto the faid three and

fortieth degree. The faid lands to extend weftward five degrees in

longitude, to be computed from the faid eaftern bounds ; and the faid

lands to be bounded on the north by the Jaeginning of the three and

fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the fouth by a circle

drawn at 12 miles diftance from New-Caftle, northwards and weft-

wards unto the beginning of the fortieth degree of northern latitude,

and then by a ftraight line weftward to the limits of longitude above-

mentioned : to have, hold, polTefs and enjoy, unto the faid William

Penn, his heirs and afligns, &c. The northern part of the bounds and

limits of which grant, interferes with and fpreads over fom« parts of

the weftern lands before granted to the colony of Conne£licut, and

confirmed by the renewed charter or patent aforefaid, from king

Charles the 2d, for about the fpace of one degree of latitude through

the whole breadth of the faid grant, being nearly the 42d degree of

north latitude, which occafions the prefent controverfey ; of which

interference the faid William Penn had notice at the time of taking

out his patent aforefaid.

The colony of Connedlicut, in A. D. 1753, having located and

fettled all their lands within their patent eaft of New-York, and being

in a condition to extend their fettlements on the other part of their

patent aforefaid, to the weftward of Delaware river, which lay in a

wilderncfs ftate, and pofTeffed only by the Indians ; certain companies

of adventurers, chiefly from faid colony, agreed together to pur-

chafe the native right to faid lands of the Indians, and to extend the

fettlements of the colony of Connecticut on the weftern parts of faid

j)atent, and accordingly did, under countenance of the authority of
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faid colony, at dlfTerent times, make fundry purchafes of large trails

of lands of the Indians, native proprietors of faid lands, on the Suf-

cjuchannah and Delaware river, within the limits and bounds of the

patent to the governor and company aforefaid ; and in A. D. 1754,

faid companies of adventurers proceeded and made fettlements on faid

lands fo purchafed as aforefaid, and ever fince have, though with vari-

ous interruptions, continued to hold and poffcfs the fame under the

title of the colony of Connecticut. And the legiflature of the colony

of Connecticut have approved of the purchafes and fettlements of the

adventurers aforefaid, and have adlually eredled and excrcife jurifdic-

tion in and over faid territory, as part and parcel of faid colony.

All which rights, powers, privileges and jurifdid^ions aforefaid, of

the colony of Connecticut, on the late happy revolution, remained as

before, vefted in the ftate of Connecticut.

And thereupon the agents for the (late of ConneClIcut pray the

judgment of this honorable court in their favour, that they may be
quieted in the jurifdiCtion and property in and over the lands in dif-

pute aforefaid.

EnPHALET Dyer,") -

Wm. S.Johnson, L^^^"^^^'-

J. Root,
' JConnedicut.

The agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania having further prayed the

opinion of the court, on the written motions this morning ordered to

be filed, the fame was given as follows :

The court cannot determine what motions may or may not be pro.

per to be made hereafter ; at the fame time they think it proper to

inform the agents on both fides, that they mean to govern thcmfelves

by the principles of law, fo far as they ought to apply in the prefent

cafe.

The court adjourned till to-morrow ten of the clock.

Saturday, 23d November^ 1782.
The court met : prefent as before.

A motion was made by the agents for the ftate of Connefticut, in

the words following :

Trenton, November 2", 1782.

Pennfylvania v. Connecticut.

The agents for the ftate of Connecticut, fenfible that in the courfe
of this trial they will have occafion to make ufe of many depofttions,

taken before a juftice of the peace according to the laws of the ftate

in which they were taken, refpeCting the purchafe of the Indian fa-»

chems, native proprietors of faid lands, their deeds and the execution
of them, the fettlements that have been made on faid lands, and fun-
dry other matters which will be neceffary in faid trial, beg leave now
to move for the opinion of the court, whether fuch depofitions, taken
as aforefaid, will be admitted as evidence in the cafe.

Dyer, "1

Johnson, L agents.

Root, j
Which being followed by a motion from the agents for the ftate of

Pennfylvania, in thefe words :
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November 23, 1782.

The agents for Pcnnfylvania, in reply to the written motion juft

filed by the agents of Conncdlicut, praying the opinion of the court

refpefting the admiffibility of teftim.ony, before the court proceeds

upon a hearing of the caufc, and before the tcftimony he regularly of-

fered, humbly beg leave to objedt to the fame motion, as irregular and
unprecedented, and fuch as the court ought not to decide upon, and of

this they pray the opinion of the court.

Wm. Bradford, jun.

James Wilson,
JoNA. D. Sergeant.

The court determined, that they can give no opinion upon the ad-

miffion of teftimony until regularly offered.

The agents for the ftate of Penni'ylvania, gave the following notice

in writing, viz.

Pennfylvania v. Connecticut.

The agents for Pennfylvania, anxious for the fpeedy determination

©f this caufe, and defirous that the agents for Connedicut may have
no reafon to complain of hardfliip or furprize, do hereby, in the pre-

fence of the court, give notice to the faid agents for Connedticut, that

they {hall conceive it their duty to oppofe the admiflion of any ex
parte depositions, as evidence in this caufe ; and that they fhall objedt

to any application, for a commiilion to take the examination of wit-

nelTes, and to any motion for delaying this caufe on the account of

the abfence of witnefTes, unlefs fuch motion or application be forth-

with made, fo as to avoid unnecelTary delay.

Wm. Bradford, jun.

James Wilson,
JoNA. D. Sergeant.

23d November, 1782.

The court adjourned until Monday morning next, ten of the clock,

Monday^ 2Stb November^ 1782.

The court met purfuant to adjournment: prefent as before.

The agents for the flatc of Gonnefticut made the following anfwer

to the notice given by the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania, on

Saturday laft, viz.

Pennfylvania v. Connedlicut.

Now the agents for Connedlicut, in anfwer to the notice given them
by the agents for Pennfylvania on the 23d inft. fay, that they being

defirous of a juft as well as a fpeedy decifion of this caufe, and that

they, relying on the wifdom, equity and juftice of this honorable court,

that all queftions and motions which ftiall come before them, will be

righteouily determined, are ready to proceed. And that the agents

for Pennfylvania may not fuffer any difadvantage by firft difclofing

their exhibits and evidence, the agents of Connecticut are willing, and

now offer to go forward in their exhibits and proofs.

Eliph. Dyer, ")
^ ^

T T3 ( agents ior
Jesse Root, r r- o.- ^
^TT- o T I Connecticut.Wm. Sam, Johnson, J

November 25, 1782.
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Ordered^ That the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania proceed

with their proofs and exhibits.

Whereupon Mr. Bradford opened the caufe, and proceeded accor-

dingly.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock,

Tuesday, 26tb November, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The proofs and exhibits continued on the part of Pennfylvania.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Wednesday, 27 tb November, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

Farther proofs and exhibits on the part of Pennfylvania.

The court adjourned till Friday morning next, ten of the clock.

Friday, 29tb November, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The agents for the ftate of Gonnedicut proceeded to the proofs

and exhibits on the part of the faid ftate.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock,

Saturday, 50tb November, 1782,

The court met : prefent as before.

The proofs and exhibits continued on the part of Conne6licut«

The court adjourned till Monday morning next, ten of the clock.

Monday, 2d December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

On motion of the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania,

Ordered, That a commiffion do iffue to take the depofition of the

right hon. William, earl of Sterling, the agents of Gonnedicut hav-

ing notice thereof.

Farther proofs and exhibits on the part of ConnedVicut.

The court adjourned till co-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Tuesday, 3d December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The agents of Pennfylvania, in order to remove the doubts which

were fuggefted by the agents of Gonnedlicut, and entertained by fome

of the members of the court, as to their former powers, produced x

pew commiffion of agency, which is in the words following :

Pennfylvania, ff.

In the name and by the authority of the freemen of the common-
wealth of Pennfylvania :

The prclident and fupreme executive council of the faid common-
wealth :

To William Bradford, jun. Efq; attorney-general of the faid com-
monwealth, Jofeph Reed, James Wilfon, Jonathan Dickinfon Strgc-

ant, and Henry Olborne, Efqrs;
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#»*#*###* WE repofing efpecial truft and confidence

» L. S. * *" 7°"*" prudence, integrity and abilities, do

«##**##»# ^y thefe prefents conftitute and appoint you,

the faid William Bradford, jun. Jofeph Reed,

John Dickinson. James Wilfon and Jonathan Dickinfon Serge-

ant, our counfellors and agents, and you the

faid Henry Ofbornc, our folicitor and agent, in the caufe now depend-

ing before the honorable the commiffioners and judges, appointed by
virtue of the 9th article of the confederation of the United States of

America, to hear and finally determine the controverfy fubfifting be-

tween the commonwealth of Pennfylvania, and the ftatc of Connec-

ticut : hereby ratifying and confirming all, and whatfoever you our

faid counfellors and agents, or any two of you, {hall lawfully do or

caufe to be done, or heretofore have lawfully done or caufed to be

done, touching the faid caufe between the faid dates of Pennfylvania

and Connefticut.

Given in council, under the hand of the prefident and the feal

of the ftate, at Philadelphia, this 30th day of November, in

the year of our Lord 1782.

Atteft: T. Matlack, Secretary,

The agenti for the ftate of Connefticut continued their proofs and

exhibits.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Wednesday, Atb December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Conneclicut, continued.

The agents for the ftate of Conneclicut, having offered in evidence

the proofs or atteftation annexed to a certain deed, figned by Kahick

Toton and other Indians, dated 1 1 th July, 1754; which deed had yef-

terday been admitted to be read ; the agents for the ftate of Pennfyl-

vania objefted to the reading of the faid proofs and atteftation, alleg-

ing that they contained fundry circumftances relating to the manner
of obtaining the faid deed, which were improper to be given in evi-

dence ; whereupon, after argument, the court ruled that the fame be

read.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Thursday, 5t/b December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Conne£licut, continued :

On motion of the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania,

James Van Acken, Efq; of that ftate, was fworn to give evidence

in the caufe.

The court adjourned until to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Friday, Cttb December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennfylvania, refumed.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.
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Saturday, 7th December , 1782,

The court met : prefent as before.

Proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennfylvania, continued.

The court adjourned until Monday morning next, ten of the clock.

Monday ) 9th December^ 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

Proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennfylvania, concluded.

Proofs and exhibits, on the part of Conne£licut, refumed and con-
cluded.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Tuesday^ \Qth December^ 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The proofs and exhibits, on the part of Pennfylvania, and on the

part of Gonnefticut, being finiflied,

Ordered^ That the agents proceed in the arguments alternatelv,

and that one conclude on the part of the ftate of Pennfylvania.

Mr. Root, one of the agents for the ftate of Connedlicut, proceeded
to argue the caufe.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Wednesday., Wtb December, 1782.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Sergeant proceeded with the argument on the part of the ftate

of Pennfylvania.

The hon. Samuel Wharton and Richard Peters, Efqrs; were pro-
duced as witneffes by the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania, and their
evidence taken.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Thursday-) \2th December, 1782.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Sergeant continued the argument on the part of the ftate of
Pennfylvania.

His excellency governor Livingfton was produced as a witnefs by
the agents for the ftate of Pennfylvania, and evidence taken.
The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten ©f the clock.

Friday, \3th December, 1782.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Dyer proceeded with the argument on the part of the ftate of
Connedicut.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Saturday, litb December, 1782.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Dyer continued the argument on the part of the ftate Gon-
nefticut.

Mr. Wilfon proceeded with the argument on the part of the ftate
of Pennfylvania.

V©L. VIII. I
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The court adjourned until Monday morning next, ten of the clock.

Monday, \6th December
.^

1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock,

Tuesday, \7th December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Wednesday, \^th December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Thursday, \9th December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Wilfon continued the argument on the part of the flate of

Pennfylvania.

The court adjourned to fix o'clock this afternoon.

Six o'clock P. M.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Wilfon continued the argument on the part of the flatc of

Pennfylvania.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock,

Friday, 'iOtb December, 1782.

Mr. Wilfon continued the argument on the part of the flate of

Pennfylvania.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Saturday, "iXst December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Johnfon proceeded with the argument on the part of the flate

of Connedticut.

The court adjourned until Monday morning next, ten of the clock.

Monday, 23d December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Johnfon continued the argument on the part of the flate of

Connefticut.

The court adjourned to fix o'clock this afternoon.

Six o'clock P. M.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr, Johnfon concluded the argument on the part of the ftate of

Connefticut.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Tuesday 24tb December) 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.
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Mr, Reed proceeded with the argument on the part of the flate of

Pennfylvania.

The court adjourned to fix o'clock this afternoon.

S-x o'clock p. M.
The court met : prefent as before.

Mr. Reed concluded the argument on the part of the flate of Penn-

fylvania.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Wednesday^ 25th December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Thursday, 26tb December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The commiflion for taking the depofition of the right hon. William,

earl of Sterling, being returned with the depofition annexed :

Ordered, That the fame be filed.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Friday, 27tb December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The court adjourned till to-morrow morning ten of the clock.

Saturday, 28^/6 December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The court adjourned till Monday morning next, ten of the clock.

Monday, 50tb December, 1782.

The court met : prefent as before.

The agents attending, the court pronounced the following fentencc

or judgment

:

This caufe has been well argued by the learned council on both fides.

The court are now to pronounce their fentence or judgment

:

We are unanimoully of opinion, that the ftate of Conneflicut has

no right to the lands in controverfy.

We are alfo unanimoufly of opinion, that the jurifdiftion and pre-

emption of all the territory lying within the charter boundary of Penn-

fylvania, and now claimed by the ftate of Connecticut, do of right be-

long to the ftate of Pennfylvania.

Wm. Whipple,
Welcome Arnold,
Wm. G. Houston,
Cyrus Griffin,
Davd. Brearlv.

Trenton, December 30, 1782.

The court adjourned without day.

Wm. Whipple, President,

Atteft: John Neilson, Clerk.
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TuESDAT^ January 7, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Hamilton, to whom was referred a report from the

fecretary at war :

Resohedy That colonels John Greaton and Rufus Putnam, of the

Maffachufetts line, and colonel Elias Dayton, of the Jerfey line, be

promoted to the rank of brigadier-generals, agreeably to the refolution

of the 12th day of December, 1782.

A grand committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Oilman, Mr.
Jackfon, Mr. Howell, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Duane, Mr. Witherfpoon, Mr.
Fitzfimmons, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Hanfon, Mr. Lee, Mr. Williamfon

and Mr. Telfair, to whom were referred a letter of the 21ft of Odober,

1782, from the legiflature of Maffachufetts, and a motion of Mr.
Ofgood ; having reported thereon as follows :

" That individuals in each ftate, who are poffefTed of continental

paper money, be entitled to receive from the commiffioner who is or

fliall be appointed to fettle the accounts of the fevcral ftates, and of

individuals therein, againft the United States, a fpecie certificate for

all fuch funis of the faid money as they fliall refpedively pay into the

hands of fuch commiffioner, at the rate of one filver dollar for every

continental dollars ; the certificates to bear Intereft of fix per cent,

from the date, and be provided for as other public debts ; but that no

money fhall be received or certificates granted by the faid commiflion-

crs after the laft day of December, 1783. That the ftates which

have not funk the proportions affigned to them, of the continental mo-

ney, be charged with the deficiency, or the amount of what they have

not funk, at the rate aforefaid." And the faid report being taken in-

to confideration, a motion was made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by

Mr. C .rroU, that the farther confideration be poftponed ; and on the

queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gil-

man,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Gilman, no')

Mr. White, no^^'^
Massachusetts^ Mr. Osgood^ no')

Mr. Gorham, no 5
Rhode-Islandf Mr. Collins, no)

Mr. Arnold, no^
Connecticut^ Mr. Ellsworth, nol

Mr. Wolcott, no Kno
Mr. Dyer, noj

New-Torkf Mr. Floyd, no\
Mr. Hamilton, no^

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no")

Mr. Elmer, ay >ay
Mr. Condict, ay j

Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin, ay~\

Mr. Fitzsimmonst

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,
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ej

ay

ay >.

no ^

ay

ay^^^
110^

^ >divided,
ay

pnoj

DclawarCf Mr. Dickinson^

Mr. Wharton^

Maryland^ Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Blount,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Gervais,

So the motion Avas loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Wolcott, fcconded by Mr. Ger-
v-ais, that the confideration of the report be poftponed to take up the

following motion

:

" That it be recommended to the feveral ftates, that they immedi-
ately take the moft effeftual meafures to redeem their refpective quo-
tas of the old bills of public credit out of the hands of their poffefTors,

upon fuch principles as will in their opinion render the moft fubftan-

tial juftice to their own citizens and thofe of the United States:"
And on the queftion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr.

Wolcott,

Mr. Gilmarif

Mr. White,

New-Hampshire
f

Massachusetts:,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Nevj'Tork,

Neio-'Jersey^

Pennsyhania,

Delaware,

Maryland,
Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So the queftion was loft.

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mf« Elmer,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Dickinson,

Mr. Wharton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr, Gervais^

no

no

no

no

no

no

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

no

no

ay

ay"^

no |»

ay )>ay

ay]
no

^J
no

no

no>
no 3

ay'
ay

ayj

divided.

divided.

no

h
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ay

ay

ay

divided.

dividedm

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Collins,

that the blank in the report be filled with the word " forty :"

And on the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr* Ofgood,

NciV-HainpshirCy Mr. Gilman,

Mr. White,

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticut, Mr. Ellsivorth,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

JSfew-Tork, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

NciU-yersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Elmer,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Miffiin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. Dickinson,

Mr. Wharton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no ^ *

Virginia, Mr. Aladison, no ^ *

North-Carolina, Mr. Haivkins, no\
Mr. Williamson, no 3

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no'^

Mr. Ramsay, no \

s/r r » ^«o
Mr. Izard, no

j

Mr. Gervais, noj

So the queftion was loft.

A motion was made by Mr. Ofgood, feconded by Mr. Arnold, that

the blank be filled with " feventy-five :"

And on the queftion to agree thereto, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Oilman,

Neiv-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, ay

Mr. White, ay

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay

Mr. Gorham, ay

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no

Mr. Arnold, ay

Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, no

Mr. Wolcott, ay

Mr. Dyer, no

Neiv-Tork, Mr. Floyd, no

Mr. Hamilton, no

ay

ay

divided*

}
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Neiu-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot^

Mr. Elmer,

Mr. Condictj

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. Dickinson,

Mr. Wharton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Riitledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. /zari7,

Mr. Gervais,

So the queftion was loft.

no !

no i

TuESDAT, January 14, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Gilman, Mr. Hamilton and Mr.
Ellfworth, to whom were referred a motion of Mr. Arnold, for tranf-

mitting to the executive of Rhode-Ifland fundry extrads of public

letters from Europe, and fome fubfequent motions thereon ; report,

" That in their opinion it would be improper for Congrefs to con-

cur in the objedl of that motion, as, Avith refpeft to a part of the ex-

trafts fpecified, relating merely to the general growing political im-

portance of thefe ftates, the injunction of fecrecy being taken off, any

member who inclines to communicate them to his ftate may take co-

pies of them, and more efpecially as Mr. Howell was furnifhed with

complete copies of letters, from which particular detached fentences

arc now requefted ; and with refpe£l to fuch extracts as relate to the

fubjeft of foreign loans, they are already within the purview of the

refolution of the 20th of December laft, direfting the fecretary for

foreign affairs, to tranfmit to the executive of the ftate of Rhode-
Ifland, an authenticated ftate of the applications for foreign loans, and

the refult ; that the fame obfervation applies to that part of the mo-
tion which relates generally to the tranfmiflion of the letters from our

foreign minifters, on the fubjedt of loans not under the Injunftion of

fecrecy, with this additional confideration, that fuch of thofe letters,

as would in faft throw light upon the fubjeft, comprehend many deli-

cate tranfaftions, which it is the duty of Congrefs, at the prefent

juncture, to conceal : the committee, notwithftanding, are of opinion,

that to obviate mifreprefentation, it will be advifeable to tranfmit t9

the executive of the ftate of Rhode-Illand, a copy of Mr. Arnold's

motion, and the proceedings thereupon, with a requeft, that precau-

tions may be taken to prevent their appearing in the public prints. '-'

On the queftion, refolved, that Congrefs agree to the faid report.

Wednesdat, January 15, 1783.

The hon, the minifter plenipotentiary of his moft Chriftiaa majefty
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having notified to Congrefs, that the term allowed to the capitulants

of St. Chriftophers-, Nevis and Montfcrat, for receiving cargoes from

Great-Britain, and for loading back the veffels under neutral colours,

for that kingdom is expired ; and that the governor-general of thofe

Iflands is inftrutEled to grant no more permits for fuch purpofes.

Ordered, That the notification be publifhed.

TnuRSDAr, January 16, 1783.

A letter, of tlie 15th, from the war-office, was read, accompanied

with one of the fame date, from brigadier-general O. H. Williams,

reprefenting that the prefent ftate of the army, and the late arrange-

ment of brigadiers todiftrifts, render it impoffible that brigadier Wil-

liams (hould obtain any command, and expreffing a wifh, that he may
be permitted to retire with the emoluments allowed to retiring officers j

whereupon.
Resolved, That brigadier-general O. H. Williams be permitted to

retire from fervice, with the emoluments allowed by the adls of Con-

grefs to fupernumerary officers.

Fridat, January 17, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Rutledge, Mr.
Mifflin and Mr. Williamfon, to whom was referred a letter of the

19th of December laft, from major-general Greene, giving information

of the evacuation of Charleftown, by the Britifh, and of our being by

that event in complete pofTeflion of all the fouthern ftates :

Resolved, That the thanks of the United States in Congrefs affem-

bled, be prefented to major-general Greene, for his many fignal and

important fervices ; and that he be afTured that Congrefs retain a live-

ly fenfe of the frequent and uniform proofs he has given of prudence,

wifdom and military Ikill, during his command in the fouthern-de-

partment.

Resolved, That general Greene be defired to prefent the thanks of

the United States in Congrefs afl'embled, to the officers and private

foldiers under his command, who, in all the vicifitudes of feafon, un-

der the numerous inconveniencies of long and rapid marches in a coun-

try plundered and defolated by an enemy greatly fuperior in force,

have furmounted every difficulty and danger, and manifefied fuch bra-

very, perfeverance and fortitude, as to do honor to themfelves and to

the caufe they have fo zealoufly and fuccefsfully fupported.

TuESDAT, January 21, 1783.

The fuperintendant of finance having laid before Congrefs a copy

of a contra^ between his moft Chriftian majefty and the United States

of America, entered into and executed on the Ifeth of July, 1782, by

the count de Vergennes and Dr. B. Franklin, for afcertaining the

fums of money advanced on loan by his majefty to the United States,

and fettling the terms of payment ; and it being ftipulated in the faid

contraft, that the ratifications thereof fliall be exchanged in nine months

from the date, or fooner if poffible :

Ordered, That the fecretary prepare and lay before Congrefs the

form of a ratification.
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A letter, of the 8th of Oftoher, 1782, from the hon. J. Adams,

was read, accompanied with a certified copy of a treaty of amity and

commerce, and of a convention refpefting re-captured vefTels, agreed

to between their high mightineffes the dates general of the Nether-

lands, and the United States of America, on the faid 8th day of Oc-

tober, 1782.

WEDNESDATy January 22, 1783.

The form of a ratification being brought in and agreed to, the con-

trail between his moft Chriftian majefly a^id the United States of Ame-
rica, entered into on the 16th of July, 1782, was ratified.

IMM^^—
TnuRSDAr, January 23, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Ellfworth, feconded by Mr. Hamilton,

Resolved, That the commiffioner for fettling the accounts of the

commiffary-general's department, be diredled to reduce into fpecie va-

lue, the whole of the purchafes and expenditure of the late commiffa-

ry-general, Jofeph Trumbull, the value to be afcertained at the end of

every month, and to dftimate the commiffion on the faid expenditures

in fpecie, agreeable to the rates mentioned in the adl of Gongrefs of

the 31ft day of March, 1779.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Madifon, Mr. Ha-
milton and Mr. Ellfworth, to whom were referred the letter of the 8th

of Oftober, 1782, from the minifter plenipotentiary at the Hague,
with copies of a treaty of amity and commerce, and of a convention

concerning velTels re-captured.

Resolved, That the faid treaty of amity and commerce, and the

faid convention, concerning veffels rc-captured, between their high

mightineffes the ftates general -of the Netherlands, and the United
States of America, dated at the Hague, the 8th day of Oftober, 1782,

be accepted and ratified, and that the forms of the ratifications be as

follows :

Form of a Ratificationfor the Treaty of Amity and Commerce.

The United States of America in Gongrefs alTembled, to all who fliall

fee thefe prefents, greeting.

Whereas by our commiffion, dated at Philadelphia, the 29th day of

December, 1780, John Adams, formerly a delegate from Maffachu-

fetts. Sec. was nominated and conftituted our minifter, with full pow-
ers on the part of the United States of America, to concert and con-

clude, with perfons equally empowered on the part of their high migh-
tineffes, the ftates general of the United Netherlands, a treaty of ami-

ty and commerce, having for its bafis the moft perfect equality, and

for its objed\ the mutual advantage of the parties we promifing, in good
faith, to ratify whatever fliould be tranfadled by virtue of the faid

commiffion : and whereas our faid minifter, in purfuance of his full

powers at the Hague, on the 8th day of Oftober, 1782, with George
Van Randwyck, B. V. D. Santheuvel, P. V. Bleifwyk, W. G. H. Van
Lynden, D. J. Van Heekeren, Joan Van KufFeller, F. G. Van Dc-
dcmtotden Gelder, H. Tjaffens, plenipotentiaries, named for that pur-

pofe, on the part of their high mightineffes, the ftates general of the

Vol. VIU. K.
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United Netherlands, did conclude and fign on the part of their high

mightineffes, &c. and of the United States of America, a treaty of
amity and commerce, in the words following, to wit

:

[Here infert the treatyi]

Now be it known, that we, the laid United States of America in

Congrefs affembled, have accepted and approved, and do by thefe pre-

fents ratify and confirm the faid treaty, and every article and claufe

thereof: and we do authorize and direfl our minifter plenipotentiary

at the Hague, to deliver this our aft of ratification, in exchange for

the ratification of tlie faid treaty by their high mightineffes, tl>e dates

general of the United Netherlands. In teftimony whereof, we have

caufed our feal to be hereunto affixed.

Witnefs his excellency Elias Boudinot, prefident, this 23d day of

January, 1783, and of our fovcreignty and independence the 7th»

Form of a Ratijicationfor the Convention concerning re-captured vessels.

The United States of America in Congrefs affembled, to all who fhall

fee thefe prefents, greeting.

Whereas John Adams, our minifter plenipotentiary, at the Hague,

on the 8th day of 0£tober, 1782, with George Van Randwyck, B. V.
D. Santheuvel, P. V. Bleifwyk, W. C. H. Van Lynden, D. J. Van
Heeckcren, Joan Van KufFeler, F. G. Van Dedemtotden Gelder, H.
TjalTens, minifters plenipotentiaries of the lords of the ftates general

of the United Netherlands, did conclude and fign on the part of the

faid lords, the ftates general of the United Netherlands, and of the

United States of America, a convention concerning veffels re-captured,

in the words following, to wit

:

[Here infert the convention.]

Now be it .known, that we, the faid United States of America in

Congrefs affembled, have accepted and approved, and do by thefe pre-

fents ratify and confirm the fame, and do authorize and direct the

minifter plenipotentiary of the United States at the Hague, to de-

liver this our aft of ratification, in exchange for the ratification of the

faid convention by the lords, the ftates general of the United Nether-

lands.

In teftimony whereof, we have caufed our feal to be hereunto affixed.

Witnefs his excellency Elias Boudinot, prefident, this 23d day of

January, 1783, and of our fovereignty and independence the 7th.

The committee having reported the draught of a proclamation to

be iffued by Congrefs, the fame was agreed to as follows :

By the United States in Congress assembled

:

A PROCLAMATION.
Whereas in purfuance of a plenipotentiary commiffion, given on the

29th day of December, 1780, to the hon. John Adams, Efq; a treaty

of amity and commerce, between their high mightineffes, the ftates ge-

neral of the United Netherlands, and the United States of America,

was on the 8th day of Oftober, 1782, concluded by the faid John
Adams, with plenipotentiaries named for that purpofe by their faid high

mightineffes the ftates general ©f the United Netherlands : and where-
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SLS the faid treaty hath been this day approved and ratified by the

United States in Congrefs alTembled, as the lame is contained in the

words following} to "wit

:

A Treaty of Amity and Commerce, betiveen their high mightinesses, the

states general of the United Netherlands, and the United States of
America, to wit, Nenv-Hampsbire, Massachusetts, Rhode-Island

and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, Netv-Tork, Neiv-fersey,

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,

South-Carolina and Georgia,

Their high mightineffes, the ftates general of the United Nether-

lands, and the United States of America, to wit, Ncw-Hampfliire,

HaiTachufetts, Rhode-Illand and Providence Plantations, Connefticut,

New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virgi-

nia, North-Carolinia, South-Carolina and Georgia, defiring to afcer-

tain, in a permanent and equitable manner, the rules to be obferved,

relative to the commerce and correfpondence which they intend to

eftabliQi between their refpetSlive ftates, countries and inhabitants,

have judged that the faid end cannot be better obtained, than by
eftablifhing the moft perfe£l equality and reciprocity for the bafis of

their agreement, and by avoiding all thofe burthenfome preferences

which arc ufually the fources of debate, embarraffment and difcontent;

by leaving alfo each party at liberty to make, refpciling commerce
and navigation, fuch ulterior regulations as it fhall find moft con-

venient to itfelf, and by founding the advantages of commerce folely

vipon reciprocal utility and the juft rules cf free intercourfe, referving

with all, to each party the liberty of admitting, at its pleafure, other

nations to a participation of the fame advantages.

On thefe principles their high mightineffes, the ftates general of

the United Netherlands, have named for their plenipotentiaries, from

the midft of their affembly, Meffrs. their deputies for the foreign

affairs ; and the faid United States of America, on their part, have

furniftied with full powers, Mr. John Adams, late commiffioner of the

United States of America at the court of Verfailles, heretofore dele-

gate in Congrefs, from the ftate of Maffachufetts-Bay, and chief

juftlce of the faid ftate j who have agreed and concluded as follows,

to wit

:

Art. 1. There ftiall be a firm, inviolable and unlverfal peace and
fincere friendftiip between their high mightineffes the lords, the ftates

'general of the United Netherlands and the United States of America ;

and between the fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid parties, and be-

tween the countries, iflands, cities and places fituated under the jurif-

di£lion of the faid United Netherlands and the faid United States of

America, their fubjeds and inhabitants of every degree, without ex-

ception of perfons or places.

Art. 2. Thcfubjefts of the faid ftates general of the United Ne-
therlands, fhall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities

or places of the United States of America, or any of them, no other

nor greater duties or impoft, of whatever nature or denomination they

may be, than thofe which the nations the moft favoured are or fliall be

obliged to pay ; and they (hall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges^
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immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce •which

the faid nations do or fliall enjoy, whether in pafling from one port to

another in the faid flates, or in going from any of thofe ports to any

foreign port of the world, or from any foreign port of the world to any

of thofe ports.

Art. 3 The fubjeds and inhabitants of the faid United States of

America, fnall pay in the ports, havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities

or places of the faid United Netherlands, or any of them, no other nor

greater duties or impoHs of whatever nature and denomination they

may be, than thofe which the nations the moft favoured are or fliall be

obliged to pay ; and they fiiall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privi-

leges, immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce,

which the faid nations do or fliall enjoy, whether in pafling from one

port to another in the faid ftates, or from any one towards any one of

thofe ports, from or to any foreign port of the world : and the Uni-

ted States of America, with their fubjefts and inhabitants, fliall leave

to thofe of their high mightineffes, the peaceable enjoyment of their

rights in the countries, iflands and feas in the Eaft and Well-Indies,

without any hindrance or moleflation.

Art. 4. There fliall be an entire and perfcdl liberty of confcience

allowed to the fubjedfts and inhabitants of each party, and to their

families, and no one fliall be molcfted in regard to his worfliip, provi-

ded he fubmits as to the public demonflration of it, to the laws of the

country : there fliall be given moreover libercy, Avhen any fubjedls or

inhabitants of either party fhall die in the territory of the other, to

bury them in the ufual burying places, or in decent and convenient

ccrounds to be appointed for that pnrpofe, as occaflon fliall require :

and the dead bodies of thofe who are buried, fliall not in anywife be

molefled. And the two contrafting parties fliall provide, each one in

his jurifdiiflion, that their refped^ive fubjecSs and inhabitants may
henceforward obtain the requifite certificates in cafes of deaths in

which they fliall be interefted.

Art. 5. Their high mightinefl'es, the ftates general of the United

Netherlands, and the United States of America fliall endeavour, by

all the m.eans in their power, to defend and protect all vefTels and other

effefts belonging to their fubjeds and inhabitants refpedlively, or t\>

any of them, in their ports, roads, havens, internal feas, paffes, rivers,

and as far as their jurifdiclion extends at fea, and to recover and caufe

to be reftored to the true proprietors, their agents or attornies, all fuch

vefTels and effeds, which fliall be taken under their jurifdidion : and

their vefTels of war and convoys, in cafes when they may have a com-

mon enemy, fliall take under their protedion all the veffels belonging

to the fubjeds and inhabitants of either party, which fliall not be la-

den with contraband goods, according to the defcription which fhall

be made of them hereafter, for places, with which one of the parties

is in peace, and the other at war, nor deftined for any place blocked,

and which fliall hold the fame courfe or follow the fame rout ; and

they fliall defend fuch veffels as long as they flqall hold the fame courfe,

or follow the fame rout, againft all attacks, force and violence of the

common enemy, in the fame manner, as they ought to proted and de-

fend the veffels, belonging to their own refpedive fubjeds.
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Art. 6. The fubje£\s of the contraAing parties may, on one fide and
on the other, in the relpeftive countries and ftatcs, difpofe of their ef-

fects by teftament, donation or otherwife, and their heirs, fubjeiTls of

one of the parties, and redding in the country of the other, or elfe-

where, fliall receive fuch fuccefTions, even ab in testato^ whether in

perfon or by their attorney or fubftitute, even akhough they fliall not
iiave obtained letters of naturalization, without having the effedl of
fuch commiffion conteited under pretext of any rights or prerogatives

of any province, city or private perfon ; and if the heirs, to whom fuch
fucceflions may have fallen, {hall be minors, the tutors or curators, ef-

tabliflied by the judge domiciliary of the faid minors, may govern, di-

reft, adminifter, fell and alienate the effe£ls fallen to the faid minors,

by inheritance ; and in general, in relation to the faid fucceflions and
cffeds, ufe all the rights and fulfil all the functions, which belong by
the difpofition of the laws, to guardians, tutors, and curators : provi-

ded neverthelefs, that this difpofltion cannot take place, but in cafes

where the teftator fliall not have named guardians, tutors, curators by
tcflianient, codicil, or other legal inftrument.

Art. 7. It fliall be lawful and free for the fubjeds of each party, to

employ fuch advocates, attornies, notaries, folicitors or faflors, as they
fliall judge proper.

Art. 8. Merchants, mafl;ers and owners of fliips, mariners, men of
all kinds, fliips and veffels, and all merchandizes, and goods in general,

and efFeds of one of the confederates, or of the fubjefts thereof, fliall

not befeized or detained in any of the countries, lands, iflands, cities,

places, ports, fliores or dominations whatfoever of the other confede-
rate, for any military expedition, public or private ufe of any one, by
arrefts, violence or any colour thereof ; much lefs fliall it be permitted
to the fubjects of either party, to take or extort by force, any thing
from the fubjects of the other party, without the confent of the owner :

which however is not to be underftood of feizures, detentions and ar-

refts, which fliall be made by the command and authority of juflice,

and by the ordinary methods, on account of debts or crimes, in ref-

pe£l whereof, the proceedings muft; be, by way of law, according to
the forms of jufl:ice.

Art. 9. It is further agreed and concluded, that it fliall be wholly
free for all merchants, commanders of fliips and other fuiijefts and
inhabitants of the contracting parties, in every place fubjeded to the
jurifdiilion of the two powers refpectively, to manage themfelves, their

own bufinefs. And moreover as to the ufe of interpreters, or brokers,

as alfo in relation to the loading or unloading of their veffels, and eve-
ry thing which has relation thereto, they fliall be, on one fide and on
the other, confidered and treated upon the footing of natural fubjects,

or at leaft upon an equality with the moft favoured nation.

Art. 10. The merchant-fhips of either of the parties coming froii!

the port of an enemy, or from their own or a neutral port, may navi-

gate freely towards any port of an enemy of the other ally : they flial!

be, neverthelefs, held, whenever it fliall be required, to exhibit, a.

well upon the high feas as in the ports, their fea-letters and other do-
cuments, defcribed in the 25th article, ftating exprefsly that their

efFefts are not of the number of thofe, which are prohibited as con-
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traband : and not having any contraband goods for an enemy's port,

they may freely and without hindrance, purfue their voyage tOAyards

the port of an enemy. Neverthelefs it fliall not be required to ex-

amine the papers of veffels convoyed by veffels of war, but credence

fhall be given to the word of the officer, who iliall conduct the convoy.

Art. 11. If by exhibiting the fea-letters and other documents def-

cribed more particularly in the 25th article of this treaty, the other

party (hall difcover there are any of thofe forts of goods, which arc

declared prohibited and contraband, and that they are. conhgned for

a port under the obedience of his enemy, it fliall not be lawful to

break up the hatches of fuch fhip, nor to open any chefl, coifer, packs,

cafks or other veflels found therein, or to remove the fmalleft parcel

©f her goods, whether the faid veiTel belongs to the fubje£ls of their

high mightlneffes, the fiates general of the United Netherlands, or to

the fubjefts or inhabitants of the faid United States of America, unlefs

the lading be brought on (hore, in prefence of the officers of the court of

admiralty, and an inventory thereof made, but there (hall be no allow-"

ance to fell, exchange or alienate the fame, until after that due and

lawful procefs fliall have been had againft fuch prohibited goods of

contraband, and the court of admiralty, by a fentence pronounced,

iliall have confifcated the fame, faving always as v/ell the fhip itfelf

as any other goods found therein, which are to be efteemed free, and

may not be detained on pretence of their being infe£ted by the prohi-

bited goods, much lefs fhall they be confifcated as lawful prize : but

on the contrary, when by the vilitation at land, it fiiall be found that

there are no contraband goods in the veffel, and it fiiall not appear by
the papers, that he who has taken and carried in the vefTel has been

able to difcover any there, he ought to be condemned in all the char-

ges, damages and interefts of them which he fhall have caufed, both to

the owner of veffels and to the owners and freighters of cargoes, with

which they Ihall be loaded, by his temerity in taking and carrying them
in, declaring moll: exprefsly, the free veffels fiiall affure the liberty of

the efFetSts with which they fiiall be loaded, and that this liberty fiiall

extend itfelf equally to the perfons who fiiall be found in-B free veffel,

who may not be taken out of her, unlefs they are military-men, aftu-

«lly in the fervice of an enemy.
Art. 12. On the contrary it is agreed, that whatever fliall be

found to be laden by the fubjeds and inhabitants of either party, on
any fhip belonging to the enemies of the other, or to their fubjefts,

although it be not comprehended under the fort of prohibited goods,

the whole may be confifcated, in the fame manner as if it belonged to

the enemy : except neverthelefs fuch effeds and merchandizes, as

were put on board fuch veffel, before the declaration of Avar, or in

the fpace of fix months after it, which effefts fiiall not be in any man-
ner fubjeft to confifcation, but fiiall be faithfully and without delay

reftored in nature to the owners, who fiiall claim them or caufe thera

to be claimed, before the confifcation and fale, as alfo their proceeds,

if the claim could not be made but in the fpace of eight months after

the fale, which ought to be public: provided neverthelefs, that if the

faid merchandizes are contraband, it fiiall by no means be lawful to

traiifport them afterwards to any port belonging to enemies.
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Art. 13. And that more efFeftual care may be taken for the Tecu-

rity of fiibjefts and people cf either party, that they do not fuffcr mo-
Jefiation from the veffels of war, or privateers of the other party, it

fhall be forbidden to all commanders of veffels of war, and other arm-
ed veflVls of the faid ftates general of the United Netherlands, and
the faid United States of America, as well as to all their officers, fub-

jeiEls and people, to give any oifence or do any dama^-e to thofe of
the other party ; and if they aft to the contrary, they Ihall be, upon
the firft complaint which fliall be made of it, being found guilty after

a juft examination, punifhed by their proper judges, and moreover
obliged to make fatisfadlion for all damages and luterefts thereof, by
reparation, under pain and obligation of their perfons and goods.
• Art. 14. For further determining of what has been faid, all cap-

tains of privateers, or fitters out of veffels armed for war, under com-
niiflion and on account of private perfons, fhall be held before their

departure, to give fufficient caution before competent judges, either

to be entirely refpondble for the malverfations which they may com-
mit in their cruifes or veyages, as well as for the contraventions of
their captains and officers, againft the prefent treaty, and againft the
ordinances and edicts which fhall be publifhed in confequence of, and
conformity to it, under pain of forfeiture and nullity of the faid com-
miflion.

Art. 15. All veffels and merchandizes of whatfoever nature, which
fhall be refcued out of the hands of any pirates or robbers, navigating'

the high-feas without requihte commiffions, fliall be brought intofome
port of one of the two ftates, and depofited in the hands of the ofE-

cers of that port, in order to be reftored entire to the true proprietor,

as foon as due and fufficient proofs (hall be made, concerning the pro-
perty thereof.

Art. 16. If any fliips or veffels belonging to either of the parties,

their fubjefts or people fliall, within the coafts or dominations of the
other, flick upon the fands or be wrecked, or fuffer any other fea da-

mage, all friendly affiftance and relief fliall be given to the perfons

fhip-wrecked, or fuch as fhall be in danger thereof; and the veffels,

effetls and merchandizes, or the part of them which fliall have been
faved, or the proceeds of them, if being perilhable they fliall have been
fold, being claimed within a year and a day, by the maflers or owners,
or their agents or attornies, fliall be reflored, paying only the reafon-

able charges, and that which muft be paid, in the fame cafe, for the

falvage, by the proper fubjecls of the country : there fliall alfo be de-

livered them fafe condudls or paffporcs, for their free and fafe paffage

from thence, and to return each one to his own country.

Art. 17. In cafe the fubjedls or people of either party, with their

fhipping, whether public and of war, or private, and of merchants, be
forced through flrefs of weather, purfuit of pirates or enemies, or any
other urgent neceffity, for feeking of flielter and harbour, to retreat

and enter into any of the rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads or fhores

belonging to the other party, they fliall be received with all humanity
and kindnefs, and enjoy all friendly protection and help, and they fhall

be permitted to refrefh and provide themfelves at reafonable rates,

with viduals and all things needful for the fuftenance of their perfons,
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or reparation of their (hips ; and they fliall no ways be detained or

hindred from returning out of the faid ports or roads, but may remove
and depart when and whither they pleafe, without any let or hindrance.

Art. 18. For the better promoting of comnierce on both fides, it

is agreed, that if a war Ihould break out between their high mighti-

neffes the dates general of the United Netherlands and the United
States of America, there Ihall always be granted to the fubjed\s on
each fide, the term of nine months after the date of the rupture, or

the proclamation of war, to the end that they may retire with their

efFcds, and tranfport them where they pleafe, which it fliall be lawful

for them to do, as well as to fell or tranfport their efFefts and goods in

all freedom, and without any hindrance, and without being able to

proceed during the faid term of nine months, to any arreft of their ef-

fefts, much lefs of their perfons ; on the contrary, there (hall be given

them, for their veffels and their effeds which they would carry away,
paflports and fafe conducts for the nearelt ports of their refpeftive coun-

tries, and for the time necelTary for the voyage ; and no prize made
at fea Ihall be adjudged lawful, at lead if the declaration of war was
not or could not be known in the laft port which the veffel taken has-

quitted ; but for whatever may have been taken from the fubjedVs and

inhabitants of either party, and for the offences which may have been

given them in the interval of the faid terms, a complete fatisfadion

{hall be given them.

Art. 19. No fubjedl: of their high mlghtinefTes the ftates general of

the United Netherlands, fliall apply for or take any commiffion or let-

ters of marque for arming any fliip or fhips, to aft as privateers againft

the faid United States of America or any of them, or the fubjccts and in-

habitants of the faid United States or any of them, or againft the pro-

perty of the inhabitants of any of them, from any prince or ftate with

which the faid United States of America may happen to be at war

;

nor ftiall any fubjecl or inhabitant of the United States of America,

or any of them, apply for or take any commiffion or letters of marque

for arming any fhip or fhips, to ad: as privateers againft the high and

mighty lords the ftates general of the United Netherlands, or againft

the fubjeds of their high mightinefTes or any of them, or againft the

property of any one of them, from any prince or ftate with which their

high mightinefTes may be at war: and if any perfon of either nation

fhall take fuch commiffion or letters of marque, he fliall be puniffied as

a pirate.

Art. 20. If the veffels of the fubjefts or inhabitants of one of the

parties, come upon any eoaft belonging to either of the faid allies, but

not willing to enter into port, or being entered into port and not wil-

ling to unload their cargoes or break bulk, or take in any cargo, they

fhall not be obliged to pay neither for the veffels nor the cargoes, any

duties of entry in or out, nor to render any account of their cargoes,

at leaft if there is not juft caufe to prefume that they carry to an enemy,

merchandizes of contraband.

Art. 21. The two contrafting parties grant to each other mutual-

ly, the liberty of having each in the ports of the other, confuls, vice-

confuls, agents and commifTaries of their own appointing, whole func-

tions ftiall be regulated by particular agreement, whenever either

party choofe to make fuch appointments.
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Art. 22. This treaty fliall not be underftood in any manner to de-

rogate from the 9th, lOth, 19th and 24th articles of the treaty with

France, as they were numbered in the fame treaty, concluded the 6th

of February, 1778, and which make the articles 9th, 10th, 17th and

22d of the sjtreaty of commerce now fubfifting between the United

States of America and the crown of France : nor fhall it hinder his

Catholic majefty from acceding to that treaty, and enjoying the ad-

vantages of the faid four articles.

Art. 23. If at any time the United States of America fhall judge

it necellary to commence negociations with the king or emperor of

Morocco and Fez, and with the regencies of Algiers, Tunis or Tripo-

li, or with any of them, to obtain paffports for the fecurity of their

navigation In the Mediterranean fea ; their high mightineffes promife,

that upon the requifition which the United States of America fliall

make of it, they will fecond fuch negociations in the moft favourable

manner, by means of their confuls refiding near the faid king, empe-
ror and regencies.

Contraband.
Art. 24. The liberty of navigation and commerce fliall extend to

all forts of merchandizes, excepting only thofe which are diftinguifhed

under the name of contraband or merchandizes prohibited ; and under
this denomination of contraband and merchandizes prohibited, fhall be

comprehended only warlike {lores and arms, as mortars, artillery with
their artifices and appurtenances, fufils, piftols, bombs, grenades, gun-
powder, falt-petre, fulphur, match, bullets and balls, pikes, fabres, lan-

ces, halberts, cafques, cuirafTes, and other forts of arms ; as alfo fol-

diers, horfes, faddles, and furniture for horfes. All other effeds and
merchandizes, not before fpecifled exprefsly, and even all forts of na-

val matters, however proper they may be for the conflruftion and equip-

ment of veiTels of war, or for the manufadlure of one or another fort of

machines of war, by land or fea, fhall not be judged contraband, neither

by the letter, nor according to any pretended interpretation whatever,

ought they or can they be comprehended under the notion of eifedls

prohibited or contraband: fo that all efFecls and merchandizes which
are not exprefsly before named, may without any exception, and in per-

fe£l liberty be tranfported by the fubjedls and inhabitants of both al-

lies, from and to places belonging to the enemy, excepting only the

places which at the fame time fhall be beflegcd, blocked or invefled,

and thofe places only fhall be held for fuch, which are furrounded near-

ly by fome of the belligerent powers.

Art. 25. To the end that all difTention and quarrel may be avoided
and prevented, it has been agreed, that in cafe that one of the two
parties happens to be at war, the veffels belonging to the fubjedls or

inhabitants of the other ally, fhall be provided with fea-letters orpafT-

ports, expreffing the name, the property and the burthen of the vefTel,

as alfo the name and the place of abode of the mafler or commander
of the faid vefTel, to the end that thereby it may appear that the vef-

fel really and truly belongs to fubjeds or inhabitants of one of the
parties ; which pafTports fhall be dravvn and diflributed according to
the form annexed to this treaty ; each time that the vefTel fhall return,
flie fhould have fuch her paflport renewed, or at leaft they ought not
Vol. VIII. L,
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to be of move ancient date than two years, before the vefTcl has been

returned te her own country.

It has been alfo agreed that fuch veffels, being loaded, ought to be

provided not only with the faid paffports or fea-letters, but alfo with a,

general pafTport, or with particular paffports or manifefts, or other pub-

lic documents which are ordinarily given to veffels outward-bound, in

the ports from whence the veffels have fet fail in the laft place, con-

taining a fpecification of the cargo, of the place from whence the vef-

fel departed, and of that of her deftination, or inftead of all thefe, with

certificates from the magiftrates or governors of cities, places and colo-

nies, from whence the veffel came, given in tlie ufual form^ to the end

that it may be known whether there are any efFe£ls prohibited or con-

traband on board the veffels, and whether they are deftined to be car-

ried to an enemy's country or not. And in cafe any one judges proper,

to exprefs, in the faid documents, the perfons to whom the efFefts on

board belong, he may do it freely, without however being bound to

do it ; and the omiffion of fuch expreffion cannot and ought not to

caufe a confifcation.

Art. 26. If the veffels of the faid fubjefts, or inhabitants of either

of the parties, failing along the coafts or on the high feas, are met by

a veffel of war or privateer, or other armed veffel of the other party,

the faid veffels of war, privateers or armed veffels, for avoiding all dif-

order, fliall remain without the reach of cannon, but may fend their

boats on board the merchant veffel which they Ihall meet in this man-

ner, upon which they may not pafs more than two or three men, to

whom the mafter or commander fliall exhibit his paffport, containing

the property of the veffel, according to the form annexed to this trea-

ty ; and the veffel, after having exhibited fuch a paffport, fea-letter

and other documents, fliall be free to continue her voyage, fo that it

fliall not be lawful to molefl; her, or fearch her in any manner, nor to

give her chafe, nor to force her to alter her courfe.

Art. 27. It fliall be lawful for merchants, captains and commanders

of veffels, whether public and of war, or private, and of merchants,

belonging to the United States of America, or any of them, or to their

fubjefts and inhabitants, to take freely into their fervice, and receive

on board of their veffels, in any port ©r place in the jurifdiftion of

their high mightineffes aforefaid, feamen or others, natives or inhabi-

tants of any of the faid ftates, upon fuch conditions as they fliall agree

on, without being fubjedl for this to any fine, penalty, punifliment,

procefs or reprehenfion whatfocver : and reciprocally, all merchants,

captains and commanders, belonging to the faid United Netherlands,

fhall enjoy, in all the ports and places under the obedience of the faid

United States of America, the fame privilege of engaging and receiv-

ing feamen or others, natives or inhabitants of any country of the do-

mination of the faid ftates general
;
provided, that neither on one fide

nor the other, they may not take into their fervice fuch of their coun-

trymen who have already engaged in the fervice of the other party

contrafting, whether in war or trade, and whether they meet them by

land or fea ; at leafl:, if the captains or mafters, under the command of

whom fuch perfons inay be found, will not, of his own confent, dif-

charge them from their fervice, upon pain of being otherwife treated

and puniflied as deferters.
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Art. 98. The affair of refraflion fliall be regulated in all equity and

juftice, by the magiflrates of cities refpeclively, where it fliall be

judged that there is any room to complain in this refpeft.

Art. 29. The prelent treaty fhall be ratified and approved by their

high mightinefles, the flates general of the United Netherlands, and

by the United States of America, and the afls of ratification {hull be

delivered in good and due form on one tide and on the other, in the

fpace of fix months, or fooner if poflible, to be computed from the

day of the fignature.

In faith of which, we the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the lords

the ftates general of the United Netherlands, and the minifier pleni-

potentiary of the United States of America, in virtue of our refpec-

tive authorities and full powers, have figned the prefent treaty, and

appofed thereto the feals of our arms.

Done at the Hague, the 8th of Odobcr, 1782.

the form of the passport which shall be given to ships and vessels,

in consequence of the 25th article of this treaty.

To all, who fliall fee thefe prefents, greeting : Be it known, that

leave and permiffion are hereby given to mailer

and commander of the fliip or vefTel called of the

burden of tons, or thereabouts, lying at prefent in the port

or haven of bound for and laden with

to depart and proceed with his faid fliip or velTel on his faid

voyage ; fuch fhip or veffel having been vifited, and the faid mafler

and commander having made oath before the proper officer, that thp

faid fliip or vefTel belongs to one or more of the fubjefts, people or

inhabitants of and to him or them only. In witnefs

whereof, we have fubfcribed our names to thefe prefents, and affixed

the feal of our arms thereto, and caufed the fame to be countcrfigned

by at this day of in

the year of our Lord Chrift.

Form of the certificate ivhich shall be given to ships or vessels in con-

sequence of the 25 th article of this treaty.

We, magiflrates or officers of the cufloms of the city

or port of do certify and attell, that on the

day of in the year of our Lord C. D. of

perfonally appeared before us, and declared by folemn
oath, that the fhip or velfel called of tons or

thereabouts, whereof of is at prefent mafter or

commander, does rightfully and properly belong to him or them only ;

that Are is now bound from the city or port of to the port of

laden with goods and merchandizes, here under particular-

ly defcribed and enumerated, as follows :

In witnefs whereof, we have figned this certificate, and fealed it

with the feal of our office, this day of in the year
of our Lord Chrill.

Form of the Sea-Letter,

Mofl ferene, ferene, mofl puiffant, puiffant, high, illullrious, noble,

honorable, venerable, wife and prudent lords, emperors, kings, repub-
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lies, princes, dukes, earls, barons, lords, burgo-mafters, chepons, coun-

cillors, as alfo judges, officers, jufticiaries and regents, of all the good
cities and places, whether ecleliaftical or fecular, who fhall fee thefe

patents, or hear them read : We, burgo-mafters, and regents of the

city of make known, that the mafter of appear-

ing before us, has declared upon oath, that the veffel called

of the burthen of about lafts, which he at prefent navigates,

is of the United Provinces, and that no fubjefts of the enemy have

any part or portion therein, dire£lly nor indireftly ; fo may God Al-
mighty help him : and as we widi to fee the faid mafter profper in his

lawful affairs, our prayer is, to all the before-mentioned, and to each

of them feparately, where the faid mafter fhall arrive with his veflel

and cargo, that they may pleafe to receive the faid mafter with good-

nefs, and to treat him in a becoming manner, permitting him upon
the ufual tolls and expenfes, in pafling and repaffing, to pafs, navigate

and frequent the ports, paffes and territories, to the end to tranfadl fei^

bufinefs, where and in what manner he fliall judge proper ; whereof

we ftiall be willingly indebted.

In witnefs, and for caufe whereof, we affix hereto the feal of this city

(In the margin.)

By ordinance of the high and mighty lords the ftates general of the

United Netherlands.

And whereas a convention, concerning veflels re-captured, was at

the place and on the day above-mentioned, concluded by the faid mi-

nifter plenipotentiary, on the part of thefe United States, with the faid

plenipotentiaries on the part of the faid lords, the ftates general of the

United Netherlands ; and the fame hath been this day approved and

ratified by the United States in Congrcfs affembled, as it is contained

in the words following, to wit

:

Convention between the lords the ftates general of the United Nether-

lands and the United States of America, concerning veffels re-cap-

tured.

The lords the ftates general of the United Netherlands, and the

United States of America, being inclined to eftablifh fome uniform

principles, with relation to prizes made by velTels of war, and commif-

fioned by the two contradling powers, upon their common enemies,

and to veffels of the fubjecls of either party, captured by the enemy
and re-captured by veftels of war commiffioned by either party ; have

agreed upon the following articles :

Art. 1. The veffels of either of the two nations, re-capturrd by

the privateers of the other, fliall be reftored to the firft proprietor, if

fuch veffels have not been 24 hours in the power of the enemy
;
pro-

vided the owner of the veffel re-captured pay therefor ^d of the value

of the veffel, as alfo of that of the cargo, the cannons and apparel ;

•which third fhall be valued by agreement between the parties interefted,

or, if they cannot agree thereon among themfelves, they fhall addrefs

themfelves to the officers of the admiralty of the place where the pri-

vateer who has re-taken the veffel fhall have conduced her.

Art. 2. If the veffel re-captured has been more than 24 hours in

the power of the enemy, fhe fhall belong entirely to the privateer who
has re-taken her.
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Art. 3. In cafe a v^effel fliall have been re-captured by a veffel of

war belonging to the ftates general of the United Netherlands, or to

the United States of America, flic fliall be reftored to the firfl: owner,

he paying a 30th part of the value of the fliip, her cargo, cannons and

apparel, if flie has been re-captured in the interval of 24 hours, and

the 10th part if flie has been re-captured after the 24 hours ; which

fums Ihall be diftributed in form of gratifications to the crews of the

vefl'els which fiiall have re-taken her. The valuation of the faid 30th

parts and 1 0th parts, fliall be regulated according to the tenor of the

£rfl; article of the prefent convention.

Art. 4. The reftitution of prizes, whether they may have been re-

taken by veffels of war or by privateers, in the mean time, and until

requifite and fufficient proofs can be given of the property of veffels

re-captured, fliall be admitted in a reafonable time, under fufficient

fureties for the obfervation of the aforefaid articles.

Art. 5. The vefli'els of w^ar and privateers of one and of the other

of the two nations, fliall be reciprocally, both in Europe and in the

other parts of the world, admitted in the refpeftive ports of each, with

their prizes, which may be unloaded and fold according to the forma-

lities ufed in the flate where the prize fliall have been conduced, as

far as may be confifl:ent with the 2 2d article of the treaty of com-

merce : provided always, that the legality of prizes, by the vefl'els of

the low-countries, fliall be decided conformably to the laws and regu-

lations efl:abliflied in the United Netherlands ; as likewife, that of

prizes made by American veffels, fliall be judged according to the

laws and regulations determined by the United States of America.

Art. 6. Moreover it fliall be free for the fliates general of the Uni-

ted Netherlands, as well as for the United States of America, to make
fuch regulations as they fliall judge neceffary, relative to the condudl

which their refpeftive veffels and privateers ought to hold in relation

to the veffels which they fliall have taken and conduced into the ports

of the two powers.

In faith of which, we, the deputies and plenipotentiaries of the lords

the ftates general of the United Netherlands, and minifler plenipoten-

tiary of the United States of America, have in virtue of our ref[Dedive

authorities and full powers, figned thefe prefents, and confirmed the

fame with the feal of our arms.

Done at the Hague, the 8th of Odlober, 1782.

Now therefore, to the end that the faid treaty and convention may,
with all good faith, be performed and obferved on the part of thefe

United States, all the citizens and inhabitants thereof, and more ef-

pccially all captains and other officers and feamen belonging to any

veffels of war of thefe United States, or any of them, or of any private

armed veffels comniiffioned by Congrefs, are hereby enjoined and re-

quired to govern themfelves ftriftly in all things according to the fti-

pulations above recited.

Done in Congrefs, this 23d day of January, in the year of our Lord

1783, and of our fovereignty and independence the 7th.

FniDAT, January 24, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confuVing of Mr. Rutlcdge, Mr.
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Wolcott and Mr. Madifon, to whom was referred a memorial from

John Hannum, Perfifor Frazer and Joleph Gardner :

Whereas complaint hath been made to Congrefs by Perfifor Fra-

zer, John Hannum and Jofeph Gardner, in behalf of themfelves and

others, that there are good grounds, not only from former tranfaftions,

but for other reafons, to believe that great abufe has been attempted

of a paffport granted by the commander in chief, for the proteftion of

clothing and other neceffaries fent from New-York in the fliip Ama-
zon, for the ufe of Britidi and German prifoners of war ; and that pri-

vate and unwarrantable advantages are intended, by introducing for

fale, under cover of the faid paffport, a confiderable quantity of Britifli

goods and merchandize :

Resolved, That the alTiflant fecretary at war be directed to caufe

the goods imported in the fhip Amazon, and not delivered to the

Britilh or German prifoners of war, to be forthwith examined and

compared with the paffport under which they have been imported, by

proper perfons ; and that his excellency the prefident and the fupreme

executive council of the flate of Pennfylvania, be requcfted to nomi-

nate one of the faid perfons.

Resolved, That the afliflant fecretary at war be direded to report

to Congrefs the refult of the faid enquiry, together with the number
of the faid prifoners, and of the clothing and other neceffaries import-

ed in the faid veffel, which have been delivered for their ufe.

SAfuRDAr, January 25, 1783.

The grand committee, confiding of a member from each ftate ; re-

port,

" That they have confidered the contents of a memorial prefented

by the army, and find that they comprehend five diiFerent articles.

1ft. Prefcnt pay.

2d. A fettlement of accounts of the arrearages of pay and fecurity

for what is due.

3d. A commutation of the half-pay allowed by different refolutlons

of Congrefs for an equivalent in grofs.

4th. A fettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of rations and

compenfation.

5th. A fettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of clothing and

compenfation :" whereupon,

Resolved, As to the firft, that the fiiperintendant of finance be di-

reded conformable to the meafures already taken for that purpofe, as

foon as the flate of public finances will permit, to make fuch payment

and in fuch manner as he fliull think proper, until the further order

of Congrefs.

Resolved, With refpeft to the 2d article, fo far as relates to the

fettlement of accounts, that the feveral ftates be called upon to com-
plete, without delay, the fettlements with their refpedive lines of the

army, up to the firft day of Auguft, 1780, and that the fuperintendant

finance be directed to take fuch meafures as fliall appear to him mod
proper for effecting the fettlement from that period.

On a queftion to fubftitute " the 1ft: day of Auguft," for " the 31ft

day of December," the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Oilman,
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Delaivarey

Maryland^
Virginia^

ITortb-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

ay

ay

ay

V^y

^y

Neiv-Hampsbire, Mr. Gilman, no]

Mr. JV/bite^ no'

MassacbusettSf Mr. Osgood^

Mr. Gorbam,

Ebode-Island, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticuty Mr. Ellswortby

Mr. Wolcotti

Mr. Dyer,

New-Tork, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Ntnv-'Jersey) Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

. Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Mo7itgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Dickinson,

Mr. Wbarton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/anJ,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. iVc^i>,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Rftmsay, ay i

Mr. Jsarc;, fij p-'
Mr. Gervais, ayJ

So it paffed in the affirmative.

As to what relates to the providing of fecurity for what fhall be

found due on fuch fettlement

:

Resolved, That the troops of the United States in common with all

the creditors of the fame, have an undoubted right to cxpedl fuch fe-

curity ; and that Congrefs will make every effort in their power to

obtain from the refpedive ftates fubftantial funds, adequate to the ob-

je£t of funding the whole debt of the United States, and will enter up-

on an immediate and full conlideration of the nature of fuch funds,

and the mofl likely mode of obtaining them.

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be referred to a commit-

tee of five :

The members, Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr. Gervais, Mr.
Hamilton, Mr. Wilfon.

Ordered, That it be an order of the day for Monday next, to take

into confideration the means of obtaining from the fevcral ftates fub-

ftantial funds, for funding the whole debt of the United States.

.^^^ MW
MoNDAT, January 27, 1783.

Mj. Lee, a delegate for Virginia, attended, and took his feat.

no

.

no

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay'\

ay

ay

ay

qy
ay

ay

ay )>

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

I
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The delegates of Virginia laid before Congrefs an aft of their le-

giflature, repealing the adl entitled " an a£l to enable the Congrefs of

the United States to levy a duty on certain goods and merchandizes,

and alfo on all prizes ;" alfo fundry refolutions of the legiflature.

Congrefs proceeded on the order of the day, but came to no refolu-

tion thereon.

TuESDAr, January 28, 1783*

The commander in chief having in a letter of the 20thj informed

Congrefs of the death of major-general lord Stirling.

On motion of Mr. Peters, feconded Ijy Mr. Dickinfon,

Resolved, That the prefident fignify to the commander in chief, in

a manner the moft refpedlful to the memory of the late major-general

the earl of Stirling, the fenfe Congrefs entertain of the early and me-
ritorious exertions of that general in the common caufe, and of the

bravery, perfeverance and military talents he poffefTed ; v/hich having

fixed their efteem for his character, while living, induce a proportionate

regret for the lofs of an officer who has rendered fuch conflant and im-

portant fervices to his country,

Congrefs proceeded in the conlideration of the fubjeft under debate

yefterday, agreeably to the order of the day, but came to no refolution

thereon.

WEDJfESDAr, January 29, 1783.

Congrefs proceeded in the confideration of the fubje£l under debate

yefterday, agreeably to the order of the day ; and,

On motion of Mr. Rutledge, feconded by Mr. Bland,

Resolved, That Congrefs be refolved into a committee of the whole,

to confider of the mofl efFedual means of reftoring and fupporting pub-

lic credit ; and that the motion before the houfe be referred to that

committee.

Resolved, That whenever the houfe is refolved into a committee of

the whole, the chairman of the committee be eledted by ballot.

The houfe was then refolved into a committee of the whole, for the

purpofe above-mentioned.

Mr. Carroll was elected to the chair.

After fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll

reported, that the committee of the whole had taken into confidera-

tion the fubjeft referred to them, and made fome progrefs, but not

having come to a conclufion, defire leave to fit again to-morrow.

Resolved, That to-morrow morning Congrefs be again refolved in-

to a committee of the whole, to confider farther the moft effed\ual

means of reftoring and fupporting public credit.

Thursdat, January 30, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Gorham, Mr. Fitz-

fimmons, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ramfay, to whom were referred the

memorials of the reprefentatives of the commonwealth of Pennfylva-

nia, of the 28th of Auguft and 12th of November laft, reported an

anfwer, which was agreed to as follows :

The memorial of the 28th of Auguft, ftates, that their confLituents
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labour under grievances, becaufe they are not enabled to fettle their

accounts againlt the United States, and becaufe they cannot obtain

payment of the debts due to them by the public, nor receive intereft

on loan-office certificates, dated fubfequent to the month of February,

1778. It ftates further, that apprehenfions had taken place, that the

intereft on certificates of a prior date, would be fufpended ; that other

ftates made, and were making provifion for afcertaining and paying

fundry debts due to their citizens, and that the fufpenfion of debts

complained of, was a material impediment to the colleftion of taxes
;

after which follows a requeft that Congrefs will be pleafed to devife

and recommend fuch general plan, as they fliall think adequate and ef-

feftual, for fettling and afcertaining the unliquidated debts of the Uni-

ted States, and for paying the fame, or atleaft fome part thereof, and al-

fo for the regular and punftual payment of the intereft on all the pub-

lic debts, as well on loan as otherwife, until the principal Ihall be final-

ly difcharged.

The fubfequent memorial of the 12th of November, after referring

jDarticularly to the former, and ©bferving that the bufinefs was yet un-
efFedted, declares the alfembly to be deeply impreffed with the abfo-

lute neceffity, that fpeedy and eifeftual nieafures be taken to afford re-

lief to the public creditors, at leaft fo far as to liquidate and afcertain

their refpective claims, and to fecure to them the payment of the in-

tereft due thereon, until the principal be difcharged ; and then requefts,

that Congrefs will be pleafed to give them fuch information as will en-

able the houfe to judge what fteps it may be proper to take, in order to

afford that effectual relief to the public creditors in Pennfylvania,

which they conceive it to be their indifpenfable duty to procure.

On thefe memorials Congrefs remark,

That the objefts to which they relate, muft neceffarlly depend on
the compliances of the feveral ftates with the requifitions of Congrefs :

That the intereft payable by bills of exchange on loan-office certifi-

cates, continued until an exprefs declaration made to Congrefs, that

thofe who fhould draw bills for that purpofe, muft provide for the pay-

ment of them :

That Congrefs are not informed of any ftate which has taken fepa-

rate meafures for fatisfying its own citizens who are public creditors
;

and that there does not appear a poffibility of making fuch a private

and partial provifion, becaufe the various certificates are principally

made payable to the bearer of them, and have been transferred and
negociated. A provifion for them by any ftate, muft therefore exclude
the demands of many of its own citizens, or admit the demands of all ;

That the attempts to pay any of the paft debts, would form fo hea-

vy a deduftion from the greateft revenue which can be raifed, as would
totally obftruifl all prefent fervlce. Wherefore, the provifion to be
made at prefent, ought to be confined to the intereft of the public

debts :

That fuch provifion would afford eventual relief to the public cre-

ditors, and enable them to fupport their fharc of the public burthens,

without appropriating the whole revenue which can be drawn from
the people, to a payment of debts, and leaving thereby the public fer-

VoL. VIII. M



86 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

vice unprovided for, which would involve the ruin of all ranks, whe-
ther creditors or others ;

That Congrefs are and have long been deeply impreffed with the

abfoliite neceffity, that fpeedy and efFeftual meafures fhould be taken,

lirfl, to liquidate and afcertain the public debts, and fecondly, to fe-

cure the payment of the interefl, until the principal could be difcharged,

as will appear from the following fa£ls :

That for the llrft of thefe eftential obje£ls, Congrefs had made pro-

viHon by their ads of the 20th and 27th of February laft, and have
reafon to believe, from the information contained in a letter from
the office of finance, dated the 3d of December following, and the re-

port of a committee thereon (both which are annexed) that the plan

adopted will fpeedily be in an effedlual train of execution throughout
the United States :

That the duty of -five per cent, was recommended by Congrefs fo

early as the 3d of February, 1781 ; but after a delay of near two years,

Congrefs have the mortification to find, that one ftate entirely refufes

its concurrence, that another has withdrawn its affent once given, and
that a third has returned no anfwer :

That when Congrefs received the determination of the ftate of

Rhode- Ifland on that fubjeft, they refolved to fend a folemn deputa-

tion to that ftate, to induce a re-confideration of the meafure. At
the moment when the committee where about to depart, intelligence

was received that Virginia had repealed the aft formerly paffed on
that recommendation, which has placed the bufinefs on a new ground,

and compelled Congrefs to take it up in a more extenfive view.

The inability of Congrefs to perform the engagements taken Avith

the public creditors will readily appear, Avhen it is confidered how de-

fective have been the compliances of the ftates, in every period of

the war.

Without recurring to details previous to the year 1782, it will be

fiifficient to ftate the fituation of the finances for that year, which is

as follows : Congrefs, by their refolution of the 30th of October,

1781, demanded 8,000,000 of dollars for the fervice of the enfuing

year. Without noticing the leffer neglefts of their requifttion, the

annexed accountwill fliew, that only 420,03 l-f-^ have been received.

The precife ftate of monies in Europe cannot be afcertaincd, until

the final fettlement of the accounts there ; becaufe the bills drawn on
Spain and Holland, having been finally paid, and made payable in

France, the fum in livres of thofe which remained due at the clofc of

the year 1781, and which h.ad been drawn in guilders and dollars, muft

depend on the different exchanges between Amfterdam, Madrid and
Paris. But, according to the beft accounts which can be obtained,

the anticipations made in the funds for the year 1782, amounted at

the clofe of 1781, to 4,000,000 of livres. For the fervice of that

year, his moft Chriftian majefty lent the United States 6,000,000 livres.

In addition thereto, Mr. Adams opened a loan in Holland, for

10,000,000 of livres, but, by the laft accounts from him, he had ob-

tained only 3,000,000 ; fo that the whole fum borrowed for the year

1782, being 9,000,000, there remained, after deducting the anticipa-
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tions, only 5,000,000, Avhicli, according to the courfe of exchange

•which has prevailed, will amount to 833,333-|-Jl dollars.

By the annexed account of the receipts and expenditures for the

year 1781, it appears, that there were in the treafury, at the com-
mencement of the year 1782, 292,453|| dollars ; fo that the whole

amount of the fums, which Gongrefs have had to carry on the public

bufinefs for the year 1782, is no more than 1,545,8 nj|.| dollars.

From the annexed eftimatcs it will appear, that the pay of the

American army, according to the prefent reduced eftablifhment,

amounts to 3,033,795-|-|ths.

That the clothing amounts to 1,165,263

That the rations, befides thofe Iffuable to > , _,,_ „_^
.~ > l,0Uy,55-i

pnloncrs, amount to j

5,713, 610||ths.

So that the three branches of feeding, clothing, and paying the army
on Its prefent eftabliihment, would amount to 5,7 1 3,61 Ol|^ths, with-

out entering into the other branches of fervice, or confidering the ne-

ceffity of tents, firing, camp-utenfils, horfes, carriages, forage, military-

ftores, hofpital, and the like.

The incompetency of the revenue vvill appear from a comparlfon of

it with the fums neceffary for feeding and clothing the army, which
fervices alone amount to above 2,500,000 dollars. And what mull
place the matter in a ftill more ftriking point of view, is, that the whole
fum, which Gongrefs could command, was not fufficient to pay the in-

tereftthen due on the public debts. Every circumftance therefore, which
has hitherto retarded the meafures which Gongrefs have adopted for

making provifion for the public debts, has increafed the neceffity of
making fuch a provifion. And therefore, notwithflanding the difcou-

raging obftacles they have hitherto encountered, they conceive it a duty
to themfelves, and to their conftituents, to perfevere in their inten-

tions, and to renew and extend their endeavours to procure the eftab-

lifhment of revenues equal to the purpofe of funding all the debts of
the United States. And they think it proper to inform the affembly of
Pennfylvania, that this fubjecl is now before them, under folemn deli-

beration, and that the ready and early compliance of the legiflature

of Pennfylvania, with the recommendation of the 3d of February,
1781, affures Gongrefs of the vigorous fupport of that Rate.

Among the fteps taken by Gongrefs to fecure the debts incurred

for the common defence, they muft not omit to mention the recom-
mendation of the 6th of September, 1780, for a ceflion of part of the

weftern territory, claimed by particular dates. In confequence thereof

New-York has made a ceffion accepted by Gongrefs, the nature of
which will appear by the aft herewith communicated.

Virginia and Gonnedlicut have alfo made ceflions, the acceptance of

which have been hitherto delayed by peculiar circumftances. Other
flates claiming weftern territory, have not yet complied with the re-

commendation. Gongrefs cannot help calling the ferious attention of
the legiflature of Pennfylvania, to that fubjeft, which they confider

as of importance, not only as it may efFeft the public credit, but as it

will contribute to give general fatisfaclion to the members of the union.
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They intend alfo to renew their inftances with the other ftates, on the

pBiDAr, January 31, 1783.

A grand committee, confifting of a member from each ftate, to whom
was referred the report of a committee on the mode of eftimating the

value of lands in the United States, with the buildings and improve-

ments thereon, for the purpofe mentioned in the articles of confedera-

tion ; brought in a report, and the fame being read :

Ordered^ That it be referred to the committee of the whole.

Congrefs was then refolved into a committee of the whole, and after

fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported,

that the committee of the whole have had under their farther confide-

ration the fubjects referred to them, and have made fome progrefs,but

not having come to a conclufion, defire leave to lit again on Monday.
Ordered^ That leave be granted.

TuESDJr, February 4, 1783.

Mr. Samuel Holten, a delegate for the ftate of MafTachufetts, at-

tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that on the

4th of Oftober, 1782, he was appointed a delegate to reprefent that

commonwealth until the 5th day of November, 1783.

Congrefs was refolved into a committee of the whole, and after fome

time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that

the committee had confidered farther the fubjefls referred to them,

and defire leave to fit again :

Ordered, That leave be granted.

Wednesda}"^ February 5, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Eland, feconded by Mr. Izard,

Resolved, That it be a rule of this houfe, that in a committee of

the whole, the vote on every queftion which fliall come before the

committee of the whole, fliall be taken by ftates.

Congrefs was refolved into a committee of the whole, and after

fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported,

that the committee had taken under their further confideration the

feveral matters referred to them, and have come to fundry refolutions

which he was ordered to report ; but that the committee, not having

come to a conclufion, defire leave to fit again :

Ordered, That the committee have leave to fit again.

The refolutions reported from the committee of the whole, being*

received and read :

Ordered, That they be taken into confideration to-morrow.

Thursdat, February 6, 1783.

Mr, John Francis Mercer, a delegate for the commonwealth of

Virginia, attended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears,

that on the 18th of December, 1782, he was eledled in the room of

Edmund Randolph, Efq; refigned, to reprefent that flate until the firft

Monday in November next.

According to order, the report of the committee of the whole was
taken into confideration, and a propofition reported from the com-

jnittec, being amended to read as follows

:
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*' Whereas by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, it

is agreed and declared, that the United States in Congrefs affembled,

fhall have authority to afcertain the neceffary fums of money to be

raifed for the fervice of the United States, and to appropriate and ap-

ply the fame for defraying the public expenfes ; that all charges of

war and all oiher expenfes that fhall be incurred for the common de-

fence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congrefs

alTembled, fhall be defrayed out of a common treafury, which fhall be

fupplied by the feveral flates, in proportion to the value of all land

within each ftate, granted to or fnrveyed for any perfon, as fuch land,

and the buildings and improvements thereon, (hall be eftimated ac-

cording to fuch mode as the United States in Congrefs afTembled

Ihall, from time to time, direct and apppoint ; and that the taxes for

paying that proportion, fhall be laid and levied by the authority and
Uireftion of the legiflature of the feveral flates, within the time agreed

on by the United States in Congrefs afTembled.

In order tha,t the treafury of the United States may be fupplied ill

the manner above-mentioned, for defraying all the charges of war and
other expenfes which have been or fliall be incurred for the common
defence or general welfare, and allowed by Congrefs, and that each

ftate may have due credit, according to the principle aforefaid, for the

fums of money which it has furniflied on the requiiitions of Gongrefs,

or for the fervice of the United States :

Resolved, That the legiflatures of the feveral flates be, and they

are hereby required to pafs laws, with fuch claufes and provifions as

may be necelTary and effeiflnal, for forming or dividing their refpeiSlix'C

flates into fuch diflri£ls as they may judge mofl convenient and pro-

per, to procure an accurate eftimate of the value of all lands in fuch

ftate, granted to or furveyed for any perfon, and of the buildings and
improvements thereon, appointing commiffioners, principal freeholders,

refident in the diftricl, where the land to be valued lies, to obtain fuch

valuation ; and diredling that the faid commiffioners take an oath or

affirmation, faithfully to execute the duties enjoined on them, that in

each diftri(iT:, tliey return to the executive authority of the flate, a lift

or fchedule of the names of the refpeclive owners of all the land in

fuch diftrid, which at the time of taking fuch lift fiiall have been
granted to or furveyed for any perfon, together with an account of the

quantity of fuch land, and of the value in fpecie dollars of the fame,

and of the buildings and improvements thereon ; and that the execu-

tive authority of the ftate tranfmit to Congrefs, on or before the firft

day of January next, returns of the quantity of land in each diftrift,

and of the value of the faid land, and of the buildings and improve-

ments thereon, together with copies of the lav/s pafTed by the legifla-

ture for the purpofe aforefaid, in order that Congrefs may examine fuch

eftimates, and if they fhall be approved of. by them, that they may
proceed to make fuch requifitions upon the rcfpeilive ftates, as fliall be

agreeable to the articles of confederation."

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Fitzftm-

mons, to poftpone the refolution before the houfe, and to take into con-

fideration the following motion :

Whereas tlie carrying into execution the 3th article of the confe-
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deration, relative to a valuation of land, for afcertaining the quotas
of each ftate towards the general expenfe, in a manner confident with
juftice to all the members of the union, and with fuch accuracy as the

importance of the fubjeA demands, will neceffarily be attended with
very confiderable expenfe, to which the prefent ftate of the public finan-

ces is inadequate : and whereas in a matter fo fundamental in the con-

federation, it is effential to the harmony and welfare of the United
States, that the faid article fliould be carried into efFeft with great

care, circumfpeclion and impartialitv, and a fliort delay will be much
lefs pernicious than a defeftive execution ; therefore.

Resolved.) That Congrefs are under a neceflity of deferring the at-

tempt, to a period when the fituation of the finances of the United
States will admit of the necefTary expenfe for efFedling the objeft with as

much precifion and equity as poflible ; and that they will then proceed

to fuch valuation, by commiffioners appointed by them and afting under
their authority, upon principles uniform throughout the United States :

that when this valuation is complete, Congrefs will finally adjuft the

accounts of the United States with the ftates feparately, agreeable to

that ftandard, making equitable abatements to fuch ftates as have been

more immediate fufFerers by the war ; and in the mean time will ad-

here, in the temporary adjuftment of thofe accounts, to the proportions

eftabliflied, from time to time, by the feveral requifitions of Congrefs
;

that, for the information of Congrefs, in forming an eventual plan,

thofe Hartes which have already made valuations of their lands rcfpec-

tively, be requefted to tranfmit to Congrefs the amount of fuch valu-

ations, with an explanation of the principles on which they have been

made."
A divifion was called for, and on the general queftion to poftpone

the confideration «f the refolution before the houfe, the yeas and nays

feeing required by Mr. Hamilton,

Netu-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, ^y\ j- -j j
Mr. White, noS '^^'^'

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, «o"l

Mr. Osgood, no Vno
Mr. Gorham. noj

ay

Rhode-Island,
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Nortb-Carolina,
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time the preficlent refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that

the committee have farther confidered the fubjecl referred to them,

and made fome progrefs, but not having come to a conclufion, defire

leave to fit again :

Ordered.^ That leave be granted.

MoNDAr, February iO, 1783.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr. Ellfworth,

Mr. Gcrvais, Mr. Gorham and Mr. Hamilton, to whom vv^ere referred

refolutions of the general affembly of the commonwealth of Virginia,

dated the 28th day of December, 1782, refpefting the fiiipment of a

quantity of tobacco, under pafiports granted by the fecretary of Con-
grefs ; report,

" That having made the neceffary enquiries, they find that Con-
grefs, by their aft of the l)th of February, 1782, empowered their

fecretary to grant letters of paiTport and fafe ccndu'fl for the exporta-

tion of tobacco to New-York, on the conditions and under the limita-

tions which, to the faid fecretary and to the fuperintendant of the

finances of the United States, fhould appear moft proper and beneficial

to the faid ftates, being conliftent with the capitulation of York ; and

provided that pcrmiflions were not given for the exportation of tobac-

co beyond the produce of the fales of the goods under the faid capi-

tulation ; that in purfuance of this aft, the fuperintendant of finance

entered into an agreement with a certain George Eddy, agent for the

merchants, capitulants aforefaid, in the firfl inftance, for the exporta-

tion of 685 hogflieads of tobacco, for the produce of fales of goods,

amounting to 24,000 dollars, under conditions highly advantageous

to the United States : that a fecond agreement Avas made between .

the faid fuperintendant of finance and the aforefaid George Eddy, for

tobacco, to the amount of 20,000 dollars, under terras fubflantially

the fame as the former, except that the fuperintendant declined taking

any direftion of purchafe of the latter, for reafons afligned to this

committee : that in coniequence of thefe agreements, the fecretary of

Congrefs forwarded to Mr. Daniel Clark, the agent ajjpointed by the

fuperintendant, pafTports for the cargoes of two fliips, called the Fame
and New-York, with direftionsto fill up the exaft quantity of tobacco

fhipped in each, and to procure documents to fhew that the quantity

fhipped did not amount to more than the fums dated to have arifeii

from fales of goods under the aforefaid capitulation, which amounted
to 44,037-|- dollars : that it appears by the refolutions of the general

affembly of Virginia, that the Vi'hole quantity of tobacco fliipped un-

der thole paffports, amounted to 905 hogflieads of tobacco, weighing

989,588 pounds, and that taking the aforefaid fum of 44,037-| dollars,

it appears there is not fo much tobacco fhipped as the fales would
warrant, the average value for each hogfliead amounting to 48-||. dol-

lars. Upon the whole of this bufinefs, therefore, the committee are

of opinion, that the conduft of the fuperintendant of finance, and of

the fecretary of Congrefs, was in all refpefts conformable to the re-

folution of this houfe, under which they afted."

Resohed, That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

On the report of the fame committee to Avhom was referred a refo-
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lution of the general alTembly aforefaid, refpecling inftrudllons to the

comniiffioner appointed to fettle the accounts of that ftate with the

United States :

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance bedirefted to inflruft

the comniiffioner appointed to fettle the accounts of the ftate of Vir-

ginia, with the United States, to receive fuch proofs as fhall be exhi-

bited to him inftead of the vouchers which have been loft or deftroyed

in confequence of the invafion of the faid ftate ; and that he fliall tranf-

mit to the fuperintendant a fpecial report upon all fuch charges, which
report (hall be fubmitted to Gongrefs to be finally decided on.

Congrefs was then refolved into a committee of the Avhole, and

after fome time the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll re-

ported, that the committee have further confidered the fubjeft refer-

red to them, and have come to fundry refolutions, which he was or-

dered to report, but not having come to a conclufion, they deBre leave

to fit again :

Ordered, That leave be granted.

TuESDAr, February II, 1783.

Congrefs took irato confideration the report from the committee of

the Avhole, and fundry amendments and additions being made thereto :

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three :

The members, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gorham and Mr. Gilman.

-diPtl

Wednesdat, February 12, 1783.

Congrefs took into confideration, a propofition reported|l^ the com-
mittee of the whole, in the words following : " That it is the opinion

of Congrefs that the eftablifhment of permanent and adequate funds on
taxes or duties, which fliall operate generally, and on the whole in.

juft. proportion throughout the United States, are indifpenfably ne-
cefTary towards doing complete juftice to the public creditors, for re-

ftoring public credit and for providing for the future exigencies of the

war."

On the queftion to agree to thispropofition, the yeas and nays being
required by Mr. Wilfon,

Mr. Gihnan, av")
ay

ay

divided.

ay

ay

New-Hampshire,
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Pennsjhaniaj Mr. Mifflin, aj^
Mr. FitzsimmonSy ay I

Mr. Wilson, ay >ay
Mr. Montgomery^ ay

j

Mr. Peters, ayJ
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay ^ *

Virginia, Mr. Jones, ay~\

Mr. Madison, nj \ j-j i
-Mt T ^divided,
Mr. Lee, no

j

Mr. Mercer, noJ
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no') ,. ., ,

n/r Tir-/;- > divided^
Mr. Williamson^ ay \

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay'^

Mr. Ramsay, ay I

Mr. Izard, ^y \

Mr. Gervais, ?ioJ

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

Gongrefs was then refolved into a committee of the whole, to con-

fider farther the means of reftoring and fupporting public credit, and

of obtaining from the dates fubftantial funds for funding the whole

debt of the United States, and after fome time the prefident refnmed

the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have confider-

ed the fubjefts referred to them, but not having come to a conclufion,

dcfire leave to (it again to-morrow :

Ordered^ That leave be granted.

<' Fridat, February 14, 1783.

The committee to whom was referred the report of the committee

of the whole, with the amendments and additions, brought in a report,

•which was taken into confideration, and the following paragraph being*

nndcr debate, viz. " That the legiflature of each Hate be, and they are

hereby alfo required to caufe the faid account to be tranfmitted and

delivered to Congrefs, on or before the firft day of January next, toge-

ther with the name of fuch perfon as the faid legiflature fiiall choofe

to be a commiflioner for eftimating the value of all the lands in each

of the United States, granted to or furveyed for every perfon, and of

the buildings and improvements thereon."

A motion was made by Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Gervais, to pod-

pone the propofition under debate, in order to take up the following

proportion, to wit

:

" That the feveral dates in the union be defired to make returns to

Congrefs, on or before the fird day of January, 1784, of the value of

all lands within their refpeftive jurifdidions, and of the buildings and

improvements on fuch lands, agreeable to the 8th article of the confe-

deration, the valuation to be made by commiflioners appointed by
the feveral dates, and afting on oath ; and if either Congrefs or any

date in which the valuation was made, (hall be dilTatisficd with it, the

return fhall undergo a revifion by a court of commiflioners, chofen and

condituted as nearly as the cafe will admit, according to the 9th arti-

cle of the confederation, and the fentcncc of fuch commiflioners fliull

be final."
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divided.

A divifion of the queflion was called, fo that the firft qucftion may
be for poftponing generally : on this a queftion of order was moved in

the words following :

When a motion is made by a member to poftpone a propofition be-

fore the hoiife, in order to take up another which he reads in his place,

is it in order to call for a divifion of fuch motion ?"

On this queftion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gilman^

Neiv-Eampsbire^ Mr. Gilman, ay

Mr. White, no

MassachusettSy Mr. Holten, no

Mr. Goi-bam, no

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

Neiv-York, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Elmer,

Mr. Candid,

Pennsyhania, Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison, ay

Mr. Bland, no ^no
Mr. Lee, no

Mr. Mercer, no

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay

Mr. Williamson, no

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, n«"^

Mr. Ramsay, no \

Mr. Izard, no
[

Mr. Gervais, noj

So it paffed in the negative.

On the qucftion to agree to Mr. Lee's motion, the yeas and nays

Velng required by Mr. Lee,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Gilman, no"
Mr. White, ay

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no

Mr. Gorham, no

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay

Mr. Arnold, ay

Connecticut^ Mr. Wolcott, no

Mr. Dyer, no

New-Tork, Mr, Floyd, no

Mr. Hamilton, no

Nevf'Jersejf Mr. Boiidinet, ay

Mr. Elmer, no

Mr. Condict, no

•^ > divided,
no^

> divided,

ay
"IayVay

noJ
no")

no >no
noJ
cy ^ *
no~

divided.\di

divided.

ay

]
no
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Pennsjlvania^

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So it paffed in the negative.

Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,
Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

^no

>n9

"y

MoND4r, February 17, 1783.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee

on the report of the committee of the whole, and the proceedings of

the houfe coniequent thereto ; and the fame being debated by para-

graphs to read as follows :

" Whereas by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, it

is agreed and declared that all charges of war and all other expenfes

for the common defence or general welfare, allowed by the United

States in Congrefs affembled, fhall be defrayed out of a common trea-

fury, which fhall be fupplied by the feveral Hates in proportion to the

value of all land within each ftate, granted to or furveyed for any per-

fon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon, Ihall be

eftimated according to fuch mode as the United States in Congrefs

affembled fhall, from time to time, direft and appoint :

Resolved, That the legiflature of each ftate be, and they are hereby

required to take fuch meafures as fliall be moft efFeclual for obtaining

a jull and accurate account of the quantity of land in fuch ftate, grant-

ed to or furveyed for any perfon, the number of buildings thereon,

diftinguidiing dwelling houfes from other buildings, and the number
of its inhabitants, diftinguifliing white from black : that the legiflature

of each ftate be, and they are hereby alfo required to caufe the faid

account to be tranfmitted and delivered to Congrefs on or before the

1ft day of January next, together with the name of fuch perfon as the

faid legiflature ftiall choofe to be a commiffioner for eftimating the va-

lue of all the lands in each of the United States, granted to or furvey-

ed for any perfon, and of the buildings and improvements thereon :

that Congrefs will, on the 2d day of January next, nominate by bal-

lot, a commifHoner for every ftate which ftiall fail to nominate one, or

whofe commiflioner fhall not attend Congrefs on the faid 1ft day of

January : that a commiflion fhall thereupon be ilTued by Congrefs to

the perfons fo nominated, authorizing and empowering them, or any

nine of them, concurring in opinion, to make a juft and true eftimate

of the value of all the lands in each of the United States, granted to
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or furveyed for any perfon, and of the buildings and improvements

thereon ; and to return fuch eftimate to Congrel's, to be fubject to

their examination and approbation : that the faid eftimate, wh(ni ap-

proved by Gongrefs, fliall be a rule for adjufting all accounts between

the United States and tlie individual ftates ; that is, that each ftate

fliall be debited for its jufl quota or proportion, on the principle afore-

faid, of the money theretofore advanced or paid, and of the amount in

value of tJie fupplies furnillied by all the ftates for the fervice of the

United States, and credited for the money advanced, and the amount
in value of the fupplies furnifhed by fuch ftate for the fervice of the

United States : that the faid eftimate Ihall operate for a term not ex-

ceeding five years, as a rule for apportioning on the feveral ftates the

fums which Gongrefs fliall, from time to time, deem necelTary and rc-

quifite to be raifed for fupporting the public credit and contingent ex-

penfes ; and that the money which fliall be paid, from time to time,

by any ftate into the continental treafury, on account of fuch quota

or apportionment, be duly palTed to the credit of fuch ftate, on the faid

account.

On the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. Bland,

Nevj-Hampshirey Mr. Gilmaji,

Mr. JVbite,

]\IassachusettSy Mr. Holten^

Mr. Gorham^
Rhocle-Islandf Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold.,

Connecticut^ Mr. Wolcott^

Mr. Dyer,

New-Tork^ Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton.)

New-yersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Elmer,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll.,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. Blaiid,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. fiercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hanvkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So the queftion was loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Dyer, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

in the words following ;
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" Whereas by the 8th article of the confederation and perpetual

nnion, it is agreed and declared, that all charges of war and all other

expenfes, for the common defence or general welfare, allowed by the

United States in Congrel's affembled, fhall be defrayed out of a com-

mon treal'ury, which Ihall be fupplied by the feveral flates, in propor-

tion to the value of all land within each {late, granted to or furveyed

for any perfon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements there-

on, fliall lie eflimated according to fuch mode as the United States in

Gongrefs alTembled ihall, from time to time, direft and appoint.

Resolved, That the Icgiflature of each ftate be, and they are here-

by required, to take fuch meafures as fhall appear to them moft ef-

feflual for obtaining a jufl; and accurate account of the quantity of

land in fuch ftate, granted to or furveyed for any perfon, the number
of buildings thereon, diftinguiflnng dwelling houfes from other build-

ings, and the number of its inhabitants, diftinguiChing white from
black. That the legiflature of each ftate be, and they are hereby al-

fo required to caufe the fald account to be tranfmittcd and delivered

to Gongrefs, on or before the firft day of March, 1784, and that Gon-
grefs will, on the fecond day of March, 1784, or at their next fitting

thereafter, appoint a grand committee, confifting of a m.cmber prefent

from each ftate, to take into their confideration the faid returns, any
nine of whom concurring fliall make a juft and trueeftimate of the va-

lue of all the lands in each of the United States, granted to or fur-

veyed for any perfon, and of the buildings and improvements thereon,

and fliall report fuch eftimate to Gongrefs, to be fubjeft only to their

approbation or rejetlion. That the faid eftimate, when approved by
Gongrefs, fball be a rule for adjufting all accounts between the Uni-
ted States, and the individual ftates, that is, each ftate fliall be debi-

ted for its juft quota or proportion, on the principle aforefaid, of the

money theretofore advanced or paid, and of the amount in value of
the fupplies furnilhed by all the ftates for the fervice of the United
States, and credited for the money advanced and the amount in value

of the fupplies furniflicd by fuch ftate, for the fervice of the United
States. That the faid eftimate fliall operate for a term, not exceeding

five years, as a rule for apportioning on the feveral ftates the funis

which Gongrefs fliall, from time to time, deem necefl"ary, and require

to be raifed for fupporting the public credit and contingent expenfes,

and that the money which fliall be paid, from time to time, by any
ftate into the continental treafury, on account of fuch quota or ap-

portionment, fliall be duly paffed to the credit of fuch ftate on the

laid account."

On the qucftion to agree to the faid motion, the yeas and nays be-

ing required by Mr. Bland,

Nev)-Hampsbirey Mr. Gilman^ ay"}

Mr. Wbitcy <y5
'^

Massachusetts, Mr. Holterty aj')

Mr. Gorhaniy ^J'j
Rhode-Island) Mr. Collins^

'^^Z a
Mr, Arnold, ^Jj

Connecticut^ Mr. Wolcott,
^-^X av

Mr. Djer, «IJ'S
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Nenv-Yorkj

Neiv-Jsrsey^

Pennsylvania,

Maryland.^

Virginia^

North-Carollnaj

Soutb-Carolina,

So It was refolved in

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton.^

Mr. Buiidinot,

Mr, Elmery

Mr. Condicty

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jonej,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. -S/cn(/,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

the affirmative.

wo \

ay)

fly
j.

ay J

cy'^

no I

jzo
I

ay}

,
T*i7£SZ)^r, February 18, 1783.

Congrefs was refolved into a committee of the whole, to confider

farther the means of reftoring and fupporting public credit, and of

obtaining from the ftates fubftantial funds for funding the whole debt

of the United States, and after fome time the preiident rcfumcd the

chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have taken into

their further confideration the fubjedl referred to them, and have come
to fundry refolutions which he was direfted to report, but that not

having come to a conclufion, defire leave to fit again

:

Ordered, That leave be granted.

On motion of Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Hamilton :

Ordered, That the fuperintendant of finance lay before Congrefs

pn eftimate of the principle of the public debt to the firft day of

January, 1783, fpecifying the foreign debt, the pay due to the army,

the debt due on loan-office certificates, the debt due on liquidated ac-

counts for which certificates are ifTued, and alfo the fuppofed amount
of the unliquidated debt.

On motion of the delegates from Conne£licut, in purfuance of an

inftrudion from the legillature of their flate :

Ordered, That the fuperintendant of the finances, agent of marine,

the fecretary at war, and the fecretary for foreign affairs, as it (hall

relate to their refpedive offices, lay before Congrefs an account of
the names and titles of all officers and others employed in the civil

lift department, and in the civil and military ftaff; and alfo, of all

ininiftcrs however denominated, which are employed abroad, under
the authority of the United States, fpecifying in what ftate or king-
dom fuch officers refide, and alfo, what pay or falary is annexed to
each of their refpedive offices, and likewifc an account of all grants
tjf half-pay and of any gratuity or fum of money or allowance for ex-
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penfes, or for any other matter to any officers or others, for paft fer-

vices, which are not included in their pay ellablifiunent.

Thursday^ February 20, 1783.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee of the

whole ; and having fpent fome time thereon,

The houfe was again refolved into a committee of the whole, to

confider farther the means of reftoring and fupporting public credit,

and of obtaining from the ftates fubftantial funds for funding the

whole debt of the United States, and after fome time the prefident

refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have

conlidered farther the fubject referred to them, but not having come
to a conclufion, defire leave to fit again :

Ordered, That leave be granted.

The alTiftant fecretary at war having reported to Congrefs the re-

fult of his enquiry, refpefting the goods imported in the fliip Amazon,
for the ufe of Britifli and German prifoners of war, accompanied with

a report of the commiffioners appointed purfuant to the refolutions of

the 24th of January lail

:

Resolved, That it does not appear to Congrefs that any abufe has

been made of the paffport granted by the commander in chief, for the

proteftion of clothing and other neceffaries fent from New-York in

the Ihip Amazon, for the ufe of the Britifh and German prifoners of

war.

Resolved, That the goods imported in the faid fliip Amazon, and

contained in the returns laid before Congrefs by the afliftant fecreta-

ry at war, are fully covered and protefted by the faid paffport, and

ought to be fent with all expedition, and without any let or hindrance,

to the prifoners for whole ufe they were defigned.

FniDJr, Febriiarj 21, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Rutledge, fetonded by Mr. Williamfon,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the ftates of Delaware, Ma-
ryland and Georgia, to fend delegates immediately to Congrefs, and

to each ftate in the union, to keep up a conftant reprefentation.

On a report from the war-office, on a motion of Mr. Gihnan refer-

red, Congrefs came to the following refolution :

Whereas lundry officers in the army of the United States, have been

taken from the line to aft in the departments of the general ftaff, and

are entitled to additional pay in confequence thereof :

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the feveral

flates, to whom fuch officers refpeftively belong, to adjufi; and difcharge,

on account of the United States, the deficiencies on the additional pay,

to which they are entitled by the refolutions of Congrefs, in the fame

manner, and to the fame time they fettle their accounts as officers in

the line.

Congrefs was refolved into a committee of the whole, to confider

further the means of reftoring and fupporting public credit, and of ob-

taining from the ftates fubflantial funds for funding the whole debt of

the United States, and after fome time the prefident refumed the chair,

and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee have taken into coiifi-
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deration the fubjcdl referred to them, and are of opinion, that the com-
mittee of the whole be difcharged, and the buiinefs referred to a fpe-

cial committee :

Resolved, That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

Ordered, That the committee cbnfifl of five.

On motion of Mr. Ranifay, feconded by Mr. Izard :

Whereas the paflport granted by the commander in chief to the

fliip Amazon, extended only to Wilmington, in the ftate of Delaware,

and the faid fliip being appointed to carry home fundry citizens of

South-Carolina now in Philadelphia, who were exiled from Charlcf-

town :

Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby authorized

and directed, to give a paflport and fafe condudl to the faid /hip Ama-
zon, to proceed from Wilmington to Philadelphia, there to take on
board the faid exiled citizens, with their fervants and efFedls, and to

proceed with them to Charleftown, or any other port in the ftate of

South-Carolina.

TussDJr, February 25, 1783.

Mr. William Hemfley, a delegate for the ftate of Maryland, at-^

tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that he is

chofen a delegate to Congrefs for that ftate for the prefent year.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Pitzfimmons, Mr.
Gervais, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Wilfon, to whom were referred two
paragraphs of the report of the grand committee, on a memorial from,

the officers of the army, having reported,

" That fuch officers as are now in fervice, and continue therein to

the end of the war, (hall be entitled to receive the fum of years
full pay, in money or fecurities on intereft at fix per cent, per annum,
inftead of the half-pay promlfed for life, by the refolutiou of the 2111:

of Oftober, 1780, provided that it be at the option of the lines of the
refpeclive ftates, and not of officers individually in thofe lines to ac-

cept or refufe the fame : that all officers who have retired from fer-

vice upon a promife of half-pay for life, fliall be entitled to the bene-
fits of the above refolution

;
provided alfo, that thofe of the line of

each ftate, coUeftively, agree thereto : that the fame commutation
fliall extend to the corps not belonging to the lines of particular ftates,

the acceptance or refufal to be determined by corps : that all officers

entitled to half-pay for life, not included in the above refolutions, may
colleftively agree to accept or refufe the commutation : that with ref-

pedl to the general officers, it (hall be at their option, individually, to
accept the commutation, or retain their right to the half-pay : that the
half-pay for life extend to the widows of fuch officers as fliall die in the
fervice, during their continuance as widows."
When this report was under debate, a motion was made by Mr.

Gilman, feconded by Mr. Condift, that the confideration of the report
be poftponed, in order to take into confideration the following motion :

" Whereas in confequence of the faithful fervices of the officers in
the army of the United States, and of their great fufferings, not only
on account of the deficiency of their pay, but on other accounts, Con-
grefs have, by divers refolutions, promifed them half-pay for life ; and

Vol. VIII. O
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it being reprefented that it would be more agreeable to fome of the

ftates and the officers thereto belonging, that a commutation of the

faid half-pay fliould now be made, refolved that it be, and hereby is

recommended to the feveral ftates to fettle with the officers who now
belong or heretofore have belonged to their refpedlivc lines, and are

entitled to half-pay by the refolutions of Congrefs, cither by giving

them fecurity for the payment of the fame as it may become due, or

by commutation for fuch fum, in grofs, as may be mutually agreed on by-

each ftate, and the officers to them refpeftively belonging : that each

and every ftate, which fhall make compenfation to their officers, agree-

ably to the foregoing refolution, fliall be exonerated and fully and

finally dicharged from their refpedive proportions of all taxes and all

other payments of monies whatfoever, on account of half-pay to the

officers belonging to the United States or any of them ; provided al-

ways, that nothing in this refolution fhall extend to difcharge any

ftate from paying their juft proportion of the half-pay which may be due

to fuch officers as have not heretofore or do not now belong to the

line of any particular ftate, or to the officers belonging to any parti-

cular ftate, which may by the events of the war be rendered unable

to make fuch compenfation : that the fecretary at war be directed to

report to Congrefs the names and rank of all fuch officers as are enti-

tled to half-pay, and not included in the firft of the foregoing refolu-

tions."

On the queftlon for poftponing the report, in order to take up the

above recited motion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Condidtj

NeiV'Hampsbirey

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Islandy

Connecticut^

New-Torkf

Neiv-Jersey^

Pennsyhaniay

Maryland)

Virginia^

North-Garolinay

Soutb'Carolina)

So it paffed in the negative.

Mr. Gilman,

Mr. White
J

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Collins

^

Mr. Wolcotty

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. FitzsimmonSy

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hatvkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. GervaiS)

ay

divided*

^no

^nc;



FEBRUARY 1783. 103

Ordered, That the farther confideration of the report be poflponcd

till to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Lee, fecondedby Mr. Holtcn,

Ordered, That the fecretary at war lay before Congrefs monthly
returns of the officers and men who were adlually in fcrvice and pay
of the United States during the year 1782.

Wednesdat, February 26, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Madifon, feconded by Mr. Mercer

:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the executives of the feveral

dates, whenever any outrages unauthorized by the laws of war, fliall

be committed on the perfons or properties of their refpe£livc citizens,

by any perfons in the fervice of the enemy, to tranfmit immediate in-

formation thereof to the commander in chief or the commanding-of-
ficer of a feparate army, in order that the meafures may be purfued
"which are pointed out in the refolution of the 8th day of Nov. 1782,

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee,
•which was under debate yeftcrday, when a motion was made by Mr.
Hamilton, feconded Mr. Peters, that the blank in the report be filled

"with the words " five and a half:"

And on the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being requir-
ed by Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Gilmarij nol
Mr. White, no 5"^
Mr. Holten,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Collins,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,
Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll, >

Mr. Hemsley
Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,
Mr. Hawkins,
Mr, Williamson,

Mr, Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr, Gervais,

New-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiv-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

jided»

ay

>qy

ay

ay

So the queftion "was loft.
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ay

ay

A motion was then made by Mr. Gorham, feconded by Mr, Bland,
that the blank be filed with the word " five :"

And on the qneRion to agree to this motioti, the yeas and nays be-
ing required by Mr. Bland,

Neiv-Hampshire^ Mr. Gilmaity no')

Mr. JV/jtte, noS^^
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten,

Mr. Gorham,
Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins,

Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,
New-York, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Neto-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimtnons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay\
Mr. Williamson, avS

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay~'\

Mr. Ramsay, ay \

Mr. Izard, ^J \

Mr. Gervais, ayj

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the farther confideration of the report be poflponed.

A letter, of this day, from the fuperintendant of finance, was read,

Hating that a number of thofe who centrai^ed engagements with him,

place a perfonal reliance on him for the fulfilment of them : that as

the time approaches faft when he will quit the office, namely, the laft

of May, as mentioned in his letter of the 24th of January, he thinks

it neceffary to convey this information to- thofe who have confided in

him, and therefore praying that the injundlion of fee recy on his letter

of the 24th of January, may be taken off:

Ordered, That the injunction of fecrecy, aforefaid, be annulled,

and that the letters be referred to a committee.

Thursday, February 27, 1783.

Mr. Stephen Higginfon, a delegate for the ftate of Maffachufetts,

attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, by which it

appeals, that on the 24th of Oftober, 1782, he was by joint ballot of

the fenate and houfe of reprefentativcs, elefted a delegate to repre-
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fent that commonwealth in the United States in Congrefs affemblcd,

for one year, commencing the firft Monday of November, 1782.

On a report of a grand committee, confiding of a member from

each flate, to whom was referred a petition of John Hall :

Resolved, That all thofe for the fettlement of whofe accounts no

fpecial provifion hath heretofore been made, either by references to

the flates, or by the appointment of commiflioners for ftates or depart-

ments, or otherwife, do fettle their accounts at the treafury in the ufu-

al manner ; and that any balances which may be found due to them,

previous to the firft day of January, 1782, be placed on intereft in

common with other debts due by the United States.

Frjdat, February 28, 1783.

Congrefs refumed the conlideration of the report of the committee,

which was under debate on the 25th and 26th inftant ; and on the

queftion to agree to the firft part thereof, as amended, relative to offi-

cers now in fervice, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland,

Neio-Hampsbiref Mr. Gilman^ no\
Mr. White, noS"^

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, cy")

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticut^ Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

Ncw-Tork, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Neiv-Jerseyf Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Miffiin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. llontgomeiy,

Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hernsley,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

There being only feven ftates in the affirmative,

moved by Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Madifon,
*' Is the propofition on which the queftion was juft taken, for allow

ay

divided.

ay

^>ay

a queftion was
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ing a Gompofitlon for half-pay, a propofition which requires the afient

of nine ftates ?"

And on this queflion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr.
Bland,

Nenv-Hampsbire^

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut^

New-Tork,

Netv-'Jersey,

Fennsylmania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. Gilman,

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. IVolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. ilf2^/?z,

Mr, Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/jHcf,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

'I ay

J>iy

ay}
ay

'I

^y\
"J I
no \

ay

ay

ay^
ay ^ay
ay)
ay-\

""y'^ay
ay

\

ay}
ay"
ay

oy

ay

ay Kay
ay\
no]
ay'

ay

ay'\

ay

divided^

ay

ay

ay

So it was refolved in the affirmative ; and confequently the fore-

going queflion was lofr.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Williamfon, Mr. Dyer and Mr.
Condift, to whom was referred a letter of the 18th from the fecretary

for foreign affairs, made a report, whereupon,

Resolved, That all letters to and from the heads of departments,

on public fervice are free, and ought not to be detained for want of

the words on public fervice, endorfed.

MoNDAr, March 3, 1783.

Mr. Thomas Sim Lee, a delegate for Maryland, attended,"produced

the credentials of his appointment for the current year, and took his

feat in Congrefs.

On the report of the fecretary at war, to whom was referred a me-

morial of colonel Shreve, late of the New-Jerfey line :
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Resolved, That the pay-m after, in adjufting the accounts of colonel

Shreve, late of the New-Jerfey line, be directed to continue his allow-

ance of pay to the 31ft of January, 1781.

On the report of the fecretary at war, to whom was referred a me-

morial of captain Sumner :

Ordered, That the fecretaiy at war ilTiie to captain Sumner, the

cominilfiou of major, bearing date on the 1ft day of Oclober, 1782.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Madifon and Mr.
Peters, appointed in purfuance of a conference with a committee of

the general affembly of the ftate of Pennfylvania, to report an ordi-

nance for amending the ordinance of the 5th of April, 1781, for ef-

tablifhing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the

high feas, reported the draught of an ordinance, which was read a

flrft and fecond time :

Ordered, That to-morrow be affigned for the third reading.

TuESDAT, March 4, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Floyd :

" Whereas in the opinion of Congrefs, it is effential to thofe prin-

ciples of juftice and liberality, which ought to govern the intercourfe

between thefe ftates, that in the final adjuftment of accounts for the

fupplies or contributions of the ftates refpedlively, towards the common
expenfes in the courfe of the war, equitable allowances fliould be made
in favour of thofe ftates, parts of which have been at different periods

in polTeffion of the enemy : and whereas the ftricl application of the

rule prefcribed by the 8th article of the confederation, as declared by
the refolution of the 17th of February, would operate greatly to the

prejudice of fuch ftates and to the calamities of war, add an undue
proportion of the public burthen.

Resolved, That Congrefs will, in the application of the fald rule,

make fuch abatements in favour of the faid ftates, as from a full con-

iideration of circumftances fhall appear to them juft and equitable, for

the time the faid parts of the faid ftates may have been in poITcffion of

the enemy."
A motion was made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. White, that

the confideration of the foregoing motion be poftponed :

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Hamilton,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Oilman, ay\
Mr. White, ayS'^^

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten, ay^
Mr. Osgood, ay \

Mr. Gorham, ^
i

Mr. Higginson, ay\
Rbode-Islandy Mr. Collins, no <. *

Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott, ^^1 divided.
Mr. Dyer, no^

New-Tork, Mr. Floyd, no

Mr. Hamilton, no '

Nenv-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot, oy'

Mr. Clark, ay^aj
Mr, Condictf ay_]



108 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

Pennsyhaniay

Maryland)

Virginia,

North-Carolina^

Soutb-Carelina^

Mr. Mifflin^

Mr. Fitzsimmons^

Mr. Montgomery^
Mr. Petersj

Mr. T. S. Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. 5/flnJ,

Mr. y^. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr» Gervaist,

no"^

no
>ngi

^y
\noj

^y\
ay \aj

cy

no \-no

no J

>"J

ay

So the queflion was loft.

On the queftion to agree to the firft motioir, the yeas and nays being

required hy Mr. Hamilton,'

Netv-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-York,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina^

Mr. Gilman,

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. i^/oji,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/flrA,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. il//^/w,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters^

Mr. r. 5". Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. i?/fln<5?,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. fiercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard

^

Mr. Gervais,

no

^no

no

ay

no

no

'

«0 '

no

«o'

«0

720
"

720 i-no

720 _,

720'

720

720

720

720

720

720

720

220

720

'}

>na

}
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So it paffed in the negative.

According to oi;der, che ordinance was read a third time, and paffed

as follows

;

An ordinance to amend an ordinance, entitled " an ordinance for

eftablifliing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on
the high feas."

Be it ordained by the United States in Congrefs affembled, and by
the authority of the fame, that the juftices of the fupreme or fuperior

court of judicature, and the judge of the admiralty, or any two or more
of them, including the judge of the admiralty in the feveral and ref-

peftive ftates ; or in cafe there fhall be feveral judges of the adrairaJty

in a flate, the juftices of the fupreme or fuperior court of judicature,

and a judge of the admiralty, to be commiffioned for that purpofe by
the executive power of fuch ftate, or any two of them, including a judge
of the admiralty, are hereby conftituted and appointed a court for hear-

ing and trying all offenders who, in and by an ordinance entitled " an
ordinance for cftablifhing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies

committed on the high feas," pafTed the 5th day of April, 1781, arc

triable before the juftices of the fupreme or fuperior court of judica-

ture and judge of the court of admiralty of the feveral and refpeftive

ftates, or any two or more of them
;
provided that nothing herein con-

tained (hall extend to profecutions already commenced, which ftiall be
determined in the fame manner as if this ordinance had never been
made. Done, &c.

Wednesdat, March 5, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gorham and Mr.
Wolcott, to whom were referred the letters of the 24th of January
and 26th of February laft, from the fuperintendant of finance, having
reported, " that it does not appear to the committee to be neceffary

that Congrefs ftiould take any immediate meafures refpefting the office

of finance."

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, fecondcd by Mr. A. Lee, that
the report of the committee be poftponed, in order to take into confi-

deration the following motion :

" That a committee be appointed to devifc the moft proper means of
arranging the department of finance,"

A motion was made by Mr. Rutledge, feconded by Mr. Holten,
" that the report and motion be committed :"

And on the queftion for commitment, the yeas and nays being re*i

quired by Mr. Bland,

New-Hampshire,

MassacbusettSf

Bbode-Islandy

Connecticutf

Vol. VIII.

Mr. Gilmarif

Mr. BolteAy

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,
P
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U'eiV'Tbrk)

Nenv-Jerseyy

Pennsjhania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

Soutb-Carolina,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. 3Iifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmens,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. r. 5. Zee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/cnc?,

Mr. ^. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson^

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

>no

'^ V divided,
no \

So the queftion was loft.

On the queftion to agree to the motion of Mr. Bland, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr, Bland,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

NeW'Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Mr, Gilman,

Mr, Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr, Gorham,
Mr, Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Aniold,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. i^jer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/ary^,

Mr, Condict,

Mr, il/Z^/n,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. r. ^. Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsleyy

>divided.

divided.

.no





:}

112 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

South-Carolina^ Mr. RutledgCj ay'

Mr. Izard, oj ^ay
Mr. Gervaisy cy_

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the queftion,

Resolvedy That a committee of five be appointed to devife the moll

proper fteps to be taken in confequence of the letters of the 24th of

January and 26th of February, from the fuperintendant of finance.

Thursdat, March 6, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Holten, Mr. Pe-

ters and Mr. Collins, to whom was referred a letter of the 21ft of Fe-

bruary from the fuperintendant of finance, on the cafe of col. Gridley :

Ordered, That the letter from the fuperintendant of finance, ref-

peding the half-pay due to colonel Gridley, with its enclofures, be re-

ferred back to the fuperintendant of finance, and that he be direfted

to take order therein, having regard in feitlement with colonel Grid-

ley, to any grants made to him by the ftate of Maffachufetts, on ac-

count of his half-pay, the fame being founded on a fpecial contradl

made with colonel Gridley at the time he relinquiflied his half-pay in

the Britifh army, to enter into the fervice of the United States.

Ml^——
Friday, March 7, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Gor-

ham and Mr. Fitzfimmons, to whom was referred a letter of the 14th

of Odober laft from Dr. Franklin, fo far as it relates to the mode of

paying the falaries of the minlfters and other officers of the United

States in Europe :

Resolved, That the falaries of the minifters and other officers of the

United States in Europe, be eftimated in future in dollars, at the rate

of four fliillings and fix-pence fterling per dollar :

That they be paid in bills of exchange upon France or Holland, at

the rate of five livres, fire fous tournois per dollar, without regard to

the variations which may be occafioned by the courfe of exchange :

That thefe rcfolutions retrofpeft to the firft day of January, 1782,

when the falaries of the faid officers were made payable in America ;

and that the excefs beyond the faid net fura in bills of exchange, which

has accrued or which fhall accrue upon the quarter due on the firft of

January laft, be carried to the credit of the United States, and ac-

counted for by the fecretary for foreign affairs, in the adjuftment of the

accounts of his department on the firft day of April next.

On motion of Mr. Dyer, feconded by Mr. Wolcott,

Ordered, That the report of the committee to whom were referred

two paragraphs of the report of the grand committee on a memorial

from the officers of the army, be committed.
.^i^^mmtm

MoNDAr, March 10, 1783.

Mr. Elcazer M'Comb and Mr. Gunning Bedford, two delegates for

the ftate of Delaware, attended, and produced the credentials of their

appointment, by which it appears, that on the 1ft day of Feb. 1783,

the hon. Csefar Rodney, James Tilton, Eleazcr M'Comb and Gunning
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Bedford, Efqrs; were ele£led delegates to reprelcnt the fald ftate in the

Congreis of the United States of America.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Dyer and Mr. Mif-

flin, to whom was referred the report of the committee on two para-

graphs of a report of the grand committee, brought in a report ; and

the report or the committee being taken into conlideration and amend-

ed fo as to read as follows :

" That fuch officers as are now in fervice, and continue therein to

the end of the war, fhall be entitled to receive the fum of five years

full pay in money, or fecurities on intereft at fix per cent, per annum,

at the option of Congrefs, inftead of the half-pay promifed for life by

the refolution of the 2 111 of Ocloher, 1780 : the faid fecurities to be

fuch as fliall be given to the other creditors of the United States ; pro-

vided that it be at the option of the lines of the refpedive ftates, and
not of officers individually in thofe lines, to accept or refufe the fame :

that all officers who have retired from fervice upon the promife of half-

pay for life, fhall be entitled to the benefits of the above refolution;

provided that thofe of the line of each ftate, colletR:ively agree there-

to : that the fame commutation fhall extend to the corps not belong-

ing to the lines of particular ftates, the acceptance or refufal to be de-

termined by corps : that all officers entitled to half-pay for life, not

included in the above refolution, may collectively agree to accept or

refufe the commutation."
On the queftion to agree to the report, thus amended, the yeas ^nd

nays being required by Mr. Mercer,

New-Hampsbirej

Massachusetts^

Rbode-Islandy

Connecticut,

Nenv-Tork,

Neiv-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Mr. Gilman,

Mr. White,

Mr. Holtenj

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,
Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. r. S, Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

no

ay

no

no _\

of

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

iiy

divided*

ay

>cty

ay

ay
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Virgin iat
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Pennsylvaniay

Delaware^

Maryland^

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So it paffed in the negative.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Boudinet^

Clark,

Condict,

Fitzsimmons,

Wilson,

Montgomery,
M'Comb,
Bedford,

r. S. Lee,

He insley

Jones,

Madison,
Bland,

A. Lee,

Mercer,

Hawkins,
Williamson,

Rutledge,
Izard,

Gervais,

ly

^j1
ay>ay
ay J
"•^ Y ay
ayy -^

no7
r no

no)
no"

no

no

no

no_^

no

no

no'

no yno
no

>no

no

'}

Wednesdat, March 19, 1783.

According to the order of the day, the ordinance on the memorial

of the inhabitants of Nantucket, was read a fecond time :

Ordered,. That to-morrow be afligned for the third reading,

^»®^
Thursdat, March 20, 1783.

On the third reading of the ordinance on the memorial of the inha-

bitants of Nantucket

:

Ordered, That it be re-committed
The report of the committee, appointed to confider the means of

reftoring and fupporting public credit, and of obtaining from the ftates

fubftantial funds for funding the whole debt of the United States, be-

ing under debate, and being in the words following, to wit

:

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the feveral ftates, as indlf-

penfably neceffary to the reftoration of public credit, and to the punc-
tual and honorable difcharge of the public debts, to invert in the Uni-
ted States in Congrefs affcmbled, a power to levy for the ufe of the

United States, the following duties upon goods imported into the faid

flates from any foreign port, ifland or plantation :

Upon all rum of Jamaica proof per gallon,

Upon all other fpirituous liquors,

Upon Madeira wine, - - -

Upon wines of Lifbon, Oporto, thofe called ftierry, and upon
all French wines, - _ _

Upon wines called Malaga or Teneriffe,

Upon all other wines, - -

Upon common bohea tea per pound^
Upon all other teas, - , ^
Upon pepper per pound, » •

J,
90
3^
90
J.3
90

_6
90
5
90
4

•?o
6
ss
24
90
3
TS
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Upon brown fugar per pound, - - ^I'^O
Upon loaf fugar per pound, - - ^-
Upon all other fugars, - - - ^i_

Upon molaffcs per gallon, - - _i_

Upon cocoa and coffee per pound, - - i

Upon fait, after the prcfent war, |-th of a dollar per buRiel.

And upon all other goods, except arms, ammunition and clothing,

or other articles imported for the United States, a duty of live per cent.

ad valorum; provided that there be allowed a bounty of -^th of a dol-

lar for every quintal of dried filh exported out of thefe United States,

and a like fum for every barrel of pickled fi(h, beef or pork, to be paid

or allowed to tlie exporters thereof, at the ports from which they Ihall

be fo exported :

Provided, that none of the faid duties fhall be applied to any other

purpofe than the difcharge of the intereft or principal of the debts

Tsrhich (hall have been contrafted on the faith of the United States,

for fupporting the prefent war, nor be continued for a longer term

than 25 years : and provided, that the colleftors of the faid duties

fhall be appointed by the flates, within which their offices are to be

refpeftively exercifed,, but when fo appointed, fhall be amenable to,

and removeable by the United States in Congrcfs affembled, alone,

and in cafe any flate fliall not make fuch appointment within

after notice given for that purpofe, the appointment may then be made
by the United States in Congrefs affembled :

That it be further recommended to the fevcral ftates, to eftablifh

for alike terra, not exceeding 25 years, and to appropriate to the dif-

charge of the interefl and principal of the debts which fliall have been

contracted on the faith of the United States, for fupporting the pre-

fent war, fubftantial and cffedlual revenues, of fuch nature as they may
refpcftively judge moft convenient, to the amount of and

in the proportions following, viz.

The faid revenues to be collefted by perfons appointed as aforefaid,

but to be carried to the feparate credit of the ftates v/ithin which they

fl-iall be collefted, and be liquidated and adjufted among the Hates, ac-

cording to the quotas which may, from time to time, be allotted to

them :

That an annual account of the proceeds and application of the afore-

mentioned revenues, fhall be made out and tranfmitted to the feveral

ftates, diftinguifliing the proceeds of each of the fpecified articles, and

the amount of the whole revenue received from each ftate.

That none of the preceding refolutions fliall take effeft until all of

them fhall be acceded to by every ftate ; after which unanimous ac-

ceffion, however, they fliall be confidered as forming a mutual com-

pact among all the ftates, and fliall be irrevocable by any one or more

of them, without the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of the

United States in Congrefs affembled :

That as a further mean, as well of haftening the extinguifliment of

the debts, as of eftablifhing the harmony of the United States, it be

recommended to the ftates which have paffed no afts towards comply-

ing -with the refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th of September and the
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lOthof Odlober, 1780, relative to territorial ceflions, to make the li-

beral ceflions therein recommended, and to the ftates which may have

pafled afts complying with the faid refolutions in part only, to revife

and complete fuch compliance :

That in order to remove all obje£lions againft a retrofpeftive appli-

cation of the conftitutional rule, of proportioning to the feveral ftates,

the charges and expenfes which (hall have been fupplied for the com-

mon defence or general welfare, it be recommended to them to enable

Congrefs to make fuch equitable exceptions and abatements as the

particular circumftances of the ftates, from time to time, during the

war, may be found to require :

That conformably to the liberal principles on which thefe recom-

mendations are founded, and with a view to a more amicable, com-

plete adjuftment of all accounts between the United States and indi-

vidual ftates, all reafonable expenfes which fliall have been incurred

by the ftates without the fan«Elion of Congrefs, in their defence againft,

or attacks upon Britifli or favage enemies, either by fea or by land,

and which fhall he fupported by fatisfaftory proofs, fliall be confidered

as part of the common charges incident to the prefent war, and be al-

lowed as fuch :

That as a more convenient and certain rule of afcertaining the pro-

portions to be fupplied by the ftates refpedively, to the common trea-

sury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and per-

petual union between thefe ftates be, and the fame is hereby agreed

to in Congrefs, and the feveral ftates are advifed to authorize their

refpedive delegates to fubfcribe and ratify the fame, as part of the faid

inftrument of union, in the words following, to wit

:

So much of the eighth of the articles of confederation and perpetu-

al union between the thirteen ftates of America, as is contained in the

words following, to wit : " All charge* of war," &c. (to the end of

the paragraph) is hereby revoked and made void, and in place thereof,

it is declared and concluded, the fame having been agreed to in a Con-
grefs of the United States, that all charges of war, and all other ex-

penfes that fliall be incurred for the common defence or general wel-

fare, and allowed by the United States in Congrefs afl'embled, fliall

be defrayed out of a common treafury, which fliall be fupplied by the

feveral ftates, in proportion to the number of inhabitants of every age,

fex and condition, except Indians, not paying taxes, in each ftate ;

which number fliall be triennially taken and tranfmitted to the United
States in Congrefs alTembled, in fuch mode as they fliall direct and ap-

point
;
provided always, that in fuch numeration no perfon fliall be

included who are bound to fervitude for life, according to the laws of

the ftate to which they belong, other than fuch as may be between
the ages of ."

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, fcconded by Mr. Wilfon,
that the report of the committee be poftponed, in order to take up the

the following plan and recommendation :

" Whereas Congrefs did, on the 12th day of February laft, refolve,

" that it is the opinion of Congrefs, that the eftablifliment of perma-
nent and adequate funds, on taxes or duties which fliall operate gene-
rally, and on the "whole in juft proportionu throughout the United

Vol. VIII, q,



U8 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS. ^

States, are indifpenfably neceffary towards doing complete juftice to

the public creditors, for reftoring public credit, and for providing for

the future exigencies of the war."

And whereas it is the duty of Congrefs, on whofe faith the public

debts have been contracted for the common fafety, to make every effort

in their power for the efFedual attainment of objects fo effential to the

honor and welfare of the United States, relying on the wifdom and juf-

tice of their conltituents for a compliance with their recommendations
;

therefore.

Resolved, That it be earneflly recommended to the feveral ftates,

without delay, to pafs laAVs for the eftablifhment of the following funds

to be veiled in the United States, and to be coUedled and appropria-

ted by their authority
;
provided that the officers for the colle£lion of

the faid funds, fiiall be inhabitants of each ftate refpeftively in whicli,

they refide, and being nominated by Congrefs, (hall be approved and

appointed by fuch flate, accountable to and removeable by Congrefs
;

and provided that if after any nomination being reported to the Hate,

the fame is not approved or rejefted at the next meeting of the legifla-

ture, the perfon or perfons fo nominated^ fhall be deemed to be duly ap-

pointed, to wit

:

A duty of five per cent, ad valorem at the time and place of impor-

tation, upon all goods, wares and merchandizes of foreign growth and

manufaftures, which may be imported into any of the faid ftates from

any foreign port, ifland or plantation, except arms, ammunition, cloth-

ing and other articles imported on account of the United States or any

of them ; and except wool cards, cotton cards and wire for making
them ; and alfo except the articles hereafter enumerated, the duty on

which fhall be regulated according to the fpecified rates thereunto an-

nexed.

All rum of Jamaica proof per gallon, - ~ TS
[The fpecifics mentioned in the report to be inferted.]

Alfo a duty of five per cent, ad valorem on all prizes and prize

goods, condemned in the court of admiralty of any of thefe ftates as

lawful prize :

A land tax at the rate of ninetieths of a dollar for every 100

acres of located and furveyed land :

A houfe tax at the general rate of half a dollar for each dwelllng-

houfe (cottages excepted) and at the additional rate of two and a

half per cent, on whatever fum the rent of the faid houfe may exceed

20 dollars, to be calculated on the aftual rent, when the houfe is rent-

ed, and when in the occupancy of the owner, on an appraifed rent by

Gommiffioners under oath, appointed by the ftate once in years ;

the lot and the appurtenances in towns, and in the country, the out

houfes, garden and orchard, to be comprehended with the dwelling-

houfe. The duties on imports to pafs to the general benefit of the

United States, without credit for the proceeds to any particular ftates
;

but the produft of the land and houfe taxes to be credited to each ftate

in which they fhall arife. The faid funds to continue till the princi-

pal of the debt due by the United States at the termination of the pre-

fent war fliall be finally difchraged.

. That an cftxmatc be tranfmitted to each ftate of the amount of the
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So it paffcd in the negative.

710

no

public debt as far as the fame can be afcertained ; and that Congrefs

•will inviolably adhere to their refolutions of the 16th day of December
laft, rcfpecting the appropriation of any funds which may be granted,

and the annual tranfmiflion of the ftate of the public debt, and the pro-

ceeds and dlfpofition of the faid funds ; by which all doubts and ap-

prehenfions, refpefting the perpetuity of the public debt, may be ef-

feftually removed :

That none of the preceding refolutions fliall take efFeiEl, Sec. (in the

words of the report, to the end.)

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

by Mr. Hamilton,

Mr, Gilman^

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gor/jam,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. IVolcott,

Mr. Dyer,
Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,
Mr. r. S. Lee,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

New-Hampsbire,

MassacbusettSf

Rbode-Island,

Connecticut,

Nenv-York,

Neto-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaiuare,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North' Carolina,

Soutb-Carolinay

no

^y

0'

no

no

ay~\

no
[^

no *

noj
no?
no S

ay

"J
ay

ay

ay'

ayVay
ay^'

no"^

''y)>ay

ay

ay

no

no

no

no^
ay i

no
\

noJ
no

no

^y
no

no

divided.

no

*no

no

i}
no

pRlDAr, March 21, 1783.

Congrefs refumcd the confideration of the report of the committee
on the means of reftoring and fupporting public credit, and of obtain-
ing from the Hates fubftantial funds for funding the whole debt of the
United States, and three paragraphs of the report, beginning with the
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divided.

•words " that it be further recommended" to the words " whole revenue

received from each Hate" inclufively, being re-committed
;

A motion was made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Bland,

" That Congrefs now take up and complete that part of the report

for fupporting and eftablifhing public credit, which relates to the raif-

ing a revenue by imparts upon imported goods and merchandize :"

And on the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Bland,

Mr. GilmaHy

Mr. White^

Mr. Holten
y

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorbam,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Wolcottj

Mr. Dyer,
Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. r. S. Lee,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. A. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Riitledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

it

New-Hampsb ire,

Massachisetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Nenv-Tork,

Neio-Jersey,

Pennsylvania^

Dclaivare,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina^

ay

no

ay-^

no I

no
[

noj
no ^
no'

no

no'

no

no"\

ay lay

^y)
no"^

no
\

S-no
no

\

noJ

""-ylay

7lo')
> n'r>

no^
no"^

•^ ^divided.
ny \

noJ
ay

\

no

no

no

no

divided.

So it paffed in the negative.

SAfuRDAT, March 22, 178S.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Gorham, Mr. Collins and Mr.'

ritzfimmons, to whom Avas recommitted the ordinance on the memo-

rial from the inhabitants of Nantucket, reported the draught of a paff-

port, which was read and agreed to.

On tlie report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Dy-

er and Mr. Bedford, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Dyer, to-

gether with the memorial of the officers of the army, and the report of

tiae committee thereon ; Congrefs came to the following rcfolutions

:
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Whereas the officers of the feveral lines under the immediate com-

mand of his excellency general Wafliington, did, by their late memo-
rial tranfmitted by their committee, reprefent to Uongrcfs, that the

half-pay granted by fundry refolutions, was regarded in an unfavour-

able light by the citizens of feme of thefe flates, who would prefer a

compenfation for a limited term of years, or by a fum in grofs, to an

eftablifliment for life ; and did, on that account, folicit a commuta-

tion of their half-pay for an equivalent in one of the two modes above-

mentioned, in order to remove all fubjecl of diffatisfadion from the

minds of their fellow-citizens : and whereas Congrefs are defirous, as

well of gratifying the reafonable expedations of the officers of the

army, as of removing all obje£lions which may exift in any part of the

United States, to the principle of the half-pay eftablifliment, for which

the faith of the United States hath been pledged ; perfuaded that thofe

objeftions can only arife from the nature of the compenfation, not

from any indifpofition to compenfate thofe whofe fervices, facrifices

and fufferings, have fo juft a title to the approbation and rewards of

their country :

Therefore Resolved, That fuch officers as are now in fervlcc, and

fhall continue therein to the end of the war, fhall be entitled to receive

the amount of five years full pay in money, or fecurities on intereft at

fix per cent, per annum, as Congrefs iliall find moft convenient, inftead

of the half-pay promifed for life, by the refolution of the 21ft day of

Oftober, 1780 ; the faid fecurities to be fuch as fhall be given to other

creditors of the United States, provided it be at the option of the lines

of the refpedlive ftates, and not of officers individually in thofe lines,

to accept or refufe the fame ; and provided alfo, that their election

fhall be fignified to Congrefs through the commander in chief, from

the lines under his immediate command, within two months, and

through the commanding-officer of the fouthern army, from thofe un-

der his command, within fix months from the date of this refolution :

That the fame commutation fliall extend to the corps not belonging

to the lines of particular ftates, and who are entitled to half-pay for

life as aforefaid ; the acceptance or refufal to be determined by corps,

and to be fignified in the fame manner, and within the fame time as

above-mentioned :

That all officers belonging to the hofpital department, who are en-

titled to half-pay by the refolution of the 17th day of January, 1781,

may colledlively agree to accept or refufe the aforcfaid commutation,
fignifying the fame through the commander in chief within fix months
from this time : that fuch officers as have retired at different periods,

entitled to half-pay for life, may colle£lively, in each ftate of which
they are inhabitants, accept or refufe the fame ; their acceptance or

refufal to be fignified by agents authorized for that purpofe, within fix

months from this period ; that with refpeft to fuch retiring officers,

the commutation, if accepted by them, Ihall be in lieu of whatever may
be now due to them fince the time of their retiring from fervice, as

well as of what might hereafter become due ; and that fo foon as their

acceptance fhall be fignified, the fuperintendant of finance be, and he

is hereby direfted to take meafures for the fettlement of their accounts

accordingly, and to ifi'ue to them certificates bearing intereft at fix
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per cent. That all officers entitled to half-pay for life not included
in the preceding refolution, may alfo collectively agree to accept or
refufe the aforefaid commutation, fignifying the fame within fix

months from this time.

On the qucftion to agree to the foregoing a^, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. Condi£t,

New-Hampshire
J

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Islandy

Connecticut.)

New-Tork,

Neiv-Jerseyy

Pennsjhaniay

Delawarcy

Maryland^

VirginiaJ

North-CarolinOy

Soutb-Carolinaj

Mr. GilmaHj

Mr. White,

Mr. Holteii,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. JVolcott,

Mr. Djer,

Mr. Flojd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmonsj

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. M^Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. r. S. Lee,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. A. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hatvkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. GervaiS)

^y

^y

>ay

ay

ay

ay

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

MoNDAT, March 24, 1783.

A letter, of February 5, from the marquis de la Fayette, announc-

ing a general peace, and a copy of orders given by the count D'Ef-

taing, vice-admiral of France, to ths chevalier Du Quefne, command-

er of the corvette Triumph, difpatched from Cadiz the 6th of Februa-

ry laft, for the purpofe of putting a flop to all hoftilities by fea ; being

laid before Congrefs and read :

Resolved, That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby diredled

immediately to re-call all armed vcffcls cruizing under commiffions

from the United States of America.



MARCH 1783. 1^3

^WEDUESDATy March 26, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confilling of Mr. Bland, Mr. Ha-
milton and Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a letter of the 7th, from

the commander in chief, and a letter of the I3th, from col. Armand :

Colonel Armand having entered at an early period of the war into

the army of the United States with the rank of colonel, and having^

ferved with diftindlion in that rank, fo as to acquire the particular

approbation of the commander in chief for his intelligence, zeal and

bravery.

Resolvedj That in confideration of the merit and fervlces of colonel

Armand, he be promoted to the rank of brigadier-general, retaining

the command of his prefent corps.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Gervais, Mr. Wil-
liamfon and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a memorial of Charles

Mortimer :

Resolved, That Dr. Charles Mortimer's account be fettled for pay

and rations on the fame principle as a junior furgeon, for the term

of nine months, during which he appears to have been in the publi&

fervice :

That the direftor-general in the hofpital department, take order for

delivering to Dr. Mortimer a quantity of medicines equal to what he

has expended in the public hofpital.

Fridat, March 28, 1783.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee

on the means of reftoring and fupporting public credit, and of obtain-

ing from the ftates fubftantial funds for funding the whole debt of

the United States ; and the laft claufe being amended to read as fol-

lows :

" That as a more convenient and certain rule of afcertaining the

proportions to be fupplied by the ftates refpedlively, to the common
treafury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and
perpetual union between the ftates be, and the fame is hereby agreed

to in Congrefs, and the feveral ftates are advifed to authorize their

refpeftive delegates to fubfcribe and ratify the fame, as part of the faid

inftrument of union, in the words following, to Avit

:

" So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual

union, as is contained in the words following, to wit : All charges of

war and all other expenfes that ftiall be incurred for the common de-

fence or general welfare, and allov/ed by the United States in Con-
grefs aCTembled, fhall be defrayed out of a common treafury, which
fliall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in proportion to the value of all

land within each ftate, granted to or furveyed for any perfon, as fuch

land and the buildings and improvements thereon, fhall be eftimated

according to fuch mode as the United States in Congrefs affemblcd

fhall, from time to time, direft and appoint ; is hereby revoked and
made void, and in place thereof it is declared and concluded, the fame
having been agreed to in a Congrefs of the United States, that all

charges of war and all other expenfes that have been or fliall be in-

curred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the

United States in Congrefs affembled, except fo far as fhall be other-
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ay

ay

no

^y \

7loJ

710 7

ay

J>no

no

wife provided for, Ihall be defrayed out of a common treafury, which
fhall be fupplied by the feveral flates, in proportion to the whole number
of free inhabitants, and |-ths of the number of all other inhabitants of

every fex and condition, except Indians not paying taxes in each ftate ;

which number fliall be triennally taken and tranfmitted to the Uni-

ted States in Congrefs aflembled, in fuch mode as they fhall direftand

appoint."

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. A. Lee, that

the fame be ftruck out of the report

:

And on the queftion, (hall the paragraph, as amended, ftand as part

of the report ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bland,

Mr. Gilman)

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood^

Mr. Gorham^
Mr. Higginsorif

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. JVolcott,

Mr. Bjer,
Mr. Flojd,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. T. S, Lee,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. A. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,
Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

New-Hampshire,

Massachusetts.,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiv-Tork,

Neiv-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

3Iaryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolinaf

no

no

no

ay)' *
oy'

ay
ay

ayY
ajj
no

ay

no

ay

ay

ay

ay

no

no

ay^

ay

ay

nd\
no I

no
I

noy

^J

>ay

ay

So the queftion was loft, and the paragraph ftruck out.

SA^URDAr, March 29, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. A. Lee, feconded by Mr. Holten,

"that the fuperintcndant of finance do lay before Congrefs immedi-

ately, an account of all monies which were in his hands at his coming
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divided*

ay

divided.

into office, or have been received fince for tlie public, ufe, together

with the application of all fuch monies in each month, diftinguifliing

the date of each payment, the perfon to whom, and the purpofe for

•which fuch payment was made."

A motion was made by Mr. Ofgood, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,
that the motion be committed :

And on the queftion for commitment, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. A. Lee,

Mr. Gilntanj

Mr. Wjbitef

Mr. Holten^

Mr. Osgood^

Mr. Gorbam,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins^

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Bjer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Miffiin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. r. S. Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. 'Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. A, Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais, no]

So the queftion -tvas loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. William-
fon, " that the motion of Mr. Lee be poftponed, in order to fill up the
committees of five, appointed on the 1ft Monday in July and 1ft Mon-
day in January laft, purfuant to the refolution of the J 7th of June,
1782 :" and on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being
required by Mr. A. Lee,

Vol. VIII. R

NeiU'Hampsbire,

3Tassacbiisetts,

Rhode-Islandj

Connecticut,

New-Torky

Neiv-Jersey,

P-ennsylvaniaf

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

Nortb-Carolina,

Soutb-Carolina,

no

no

ay'^

ay\^y

no }
> no

no \

"J
no

ay

ay

no

oJ''^

ay
[^

ayf'^y

""Hay
ayS -"

ay

ay\ay
no J
<U
ay

no )>no

no
I

no ^
710')

ay ^

710 \

divided.

no
no
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New-Hampshire^

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Island',

Connecticut,

Ne%v-Yorky

New-Jef-sej,

Pennsjhania,

Delaware^

Maryland^

VirginiOy

North-Carolina^

South-Carolinay

Mr. Gilman-f

Mr. White,

Mr. Holteth

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. HigginsoUf

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Wolcott,

-Mr. Djer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hatnilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Miffiin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. ^r/Z^o/z,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. r. i\ Lfe,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsleyy

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison^

Mr. -S/c«cf,

Mr. ^. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

divided*

divided.

ay

divided.

divided*
no

ay

•^ ^divided,
no f
noj

So It paffed in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr, Madifon, feconded by Mr. Wilfon,

that the motion before the houfe be poftponed, in order to take into

confideration the following motion :

" That it be the duty of the fupcrintendant of finance, with as lit-

tle delay as may be, and thereafter on the day of in

every year, to lay before the United States in Congrcfs aflembled, a

ftate of all monies received into his department, with the times when,

and the perfons from whom they fliall have been received ; and alfo a

flate of all payments made immediately under his warrant, with the

times when, the perfons to whom, and purpofes for which fuch war-

rants fhall have been ifTucd : that he alfo, at the periods aforefaid, lay

before the United States in Congrefs affembled, copies of the receipts

given to him for all fuch warrants, with the amount of the eftimates

or fubftance of the other documents on which the warrants (hall have

been iffued j and alfo a report from the comptroller's office, Ixow far
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i

ay

yf

the monies ifTued under warrants of the faicl fuperintendantj as aforc-

faid, fliall have been finally and fatisfaftorily accounted for :"

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. A Lee,

New-Hampsbirey Mr. Gilman,

Mr. W/jite,

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorbain,

Mr. Higginso7ty

Rbode-Isiand, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,
'

Connecticut, Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

NeiV'Tork, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Netv-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Miffiin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Delaware, Mr. M'Coinb,

Mr. Bedford,

Maryland, Mr. T". ^. Lee,

Mr, Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. -S/c«rf,

Mr. ^. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Ramsay,
Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So it pafTed in the negative.

After farther debate, an adjournment was called for and carried.

MO

no'

no

noj
no

no

no

no

^J

^J
cj

Cj;

no?
no '

7Z0

no^

«^>-no
no I

noJ
no 2
ay C divided,

no~\

no
I

no
r'^^''

noj

, f no

MoNDjr, March 31, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Gor-
ham and Mr. Rutledge, to whom was referred the report of a commit-
tee on a letter of May 6, 1782, from Mr. J. Hancock, formerly prcfi-

dent of Congrefs :

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to J. Hancock, Efq; 3248
dollars, in full, for houfchold and other expenfcs for two years and five

months, being the time he adled as prefident of Congrefs ; and that
the fupcrintendant of finance take order for the payment thereof.



128 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

Ordered} That Mr. Oilman have leave of abfencc.

TubsDAT, April 1, 1783.

Mr. Ellfworth, a delegate for the ftate of Connc£licut, attended,

and took his feat in Congrefs.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Ofgood,
Resolved, That the motion made on the 28th of March laft, to ftrikc

out a part of the report of the committee on the means of reftoring"

and fupporting public credit, and of obtaining from the ftates fubftan-

tial funds for funding the whole debt of the United States, be re-con-

fidered.

The paragraph being then amended to read as follows :

" That as a more convenient and certain rule of afcertaining the

proportions to be fupplied by the ftates refpedlively to the common
treafury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and
perpetual union between thefe ftates be, and the fame is hereby agreed

to in Congrefs, and the feveral ftates are advifed to authorize their

refpedlive delegates to fubfcribe and ratify the fame, as part of the

faid inftrument of union, in the words following, to wit

:

" So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual

union between the thirteen ftates of America, as is contained in the

words following, to wit :

" All charges of war and all other expenfes that fliall be incurred

for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the Uni-
ted States in Congrefs afTembled, fliall be defrayed out of a common
treafury, which fliall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in proportion to

the value of all land within each ftate granted to or furveyed for any

perfon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon,

Ihall be eftimatcd according to fuch mode as the United States in Con-
grefs afTembled fliall, from time to time, direct and appoint," is hereby

revoked and made void ; and in place thereof it is declared and con-

cluded, the fame having been agreed to in a Congrefs of the United
States, that all charges of war and all other expenfes that have been

or fhall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and

allowed by the United States in Congrefs affemblcd, except fo far as

fliall be otherwife provided for, fliall be defrayed out of a common
treafury, which fliall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in proportion to

the whole number of white and other free citizens and inhabitants of

every age, fex and condition, including thofe bound to fervitude for a

term of years, and -fths of all other pcrfons not comprehended in the

foregoing defcrlption, except Indians, not paying taxes, in each ftate
;

which number fliall be triennially taken and tranfmitted to the United
States in Congrefs afl'embled, in fuch mode as they fliall diredl and ap-

point :

And on the queftion, fliall the claufe, as amended, ftand part of the

report ? the yeas and nays being- required by Mr. Bland,

New-Hampshircj Mr. White, ay ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no^
Mr. Osgood,

^-yLdividul
Mr. Gorham, ay

j

Mr. Higginsori) J'oJ
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confiJer tlie objciSt of his appointment fo far advanced, as to render it

unneceffary for him to purfiie his voyage ; and that Cohgrefs are well-

latisfied with the readinefs he has fliewn in undertaking a fervice, which,

from the prefent fituation of affairs, they apprehend can be difpenfed

with.

Resolved.) That Mr. Dana, having intimated his intention of return-

ing to America, Congrefs do approve of the fame, provided he fhould

not be engaged in a negociation with the court of Peteriburgh at the

time of receiving this refolution, in which cafe it is the defire of Con-
grefs that he ftiould f.nifh fuch negociation before he returns.

Ordered, That Mr. Montgomery have leave of abfence.

Friday, April 4, 1783.

On the report of t]\e agent of marine, to whom were referred a let-

ter of the 5ih of December, 1782, from the governor of New-Orleans,

and a letter of the 2d of March laft, from the governor of Havan-
na, refpeding a criminal contempt of public faith and a violation of

the law of nations, alleged to have been committed by MelTrs. Church
and Haydon, inhabitants of Bofton, in the capture of a Spanifli brig,

the property of Don Antonio Argote, and in firing upon a boat car-

rying the flag of his Catholic majeCly :

Resolved, That the proper mode for Don Antonio Argote to ob-

tain redrefs of any injuries lie may have fuflained from Meflrs. Church
and Haydon, is by profecution in due courfe of law ; and that a letter

be written by the prefident to the fupreme executive of the ftate of

Maffachufetts, enclofing a copy of the faid letters, and recommending
to the faid executive to give all filch countenance, proteftion and af-

fiftance to the faid Don Antonio de Argote, in his attempts to obtain

legal fatisfaftion for the injuries alleged to have been done to him by
the faid Meffrs. Church and Haydon, as becomes the United States to

give to the fubjeds of powers in amity, who fhall complain of a vio-

lation of their rights.

Ordered, That fo much of the foregoing letters as relates to the vi-

olation of the laws of nations and rights of neutrality, together with

a note from the hon. the minifter of France, accompanied with the co-

py of a letter of the 5 th of December, from the governor of New-Or-
leans, and a letter of the 25th of March, from Don Antonio Argote,

ftating the violation of the laws of nations and rights of neutrality,

alleged to have been committed by Church and Haydon, aforefaid, be

referred to a committee of three.

On motion of Mr. Rutledge, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

Resolved, That the feveral ftates be required to fufpend all enlift-

ments for any regiment or corps in the army of the United States, un-

til the further order of Congrefs.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Williamfon, Mr.
Dyer, Mr. Condicl and Mr. Montgomery, to whom was referred a

letter of March the 5th, from the poft-mafter-general

:

Resolved, That the poft-mafler-general be, and he is hereby autho-

rized, from time to time, to appoint a deputy to attend the main army,

who ftall be entitled to draw provifions not exceeding two rations a

day, and to fuch other reward as may be ftipulated by the poft-raafter-
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'j-eneral, to be paid as heretofore by the pay-mafler-gcneraljupon a war-

rant from the commander in chief, it being provided that the amount

of fuch rations and pay Ihall not exceed the allowance which was made

to fuch officer by an act of Congrefs, dated the 1 1th of March, 1782;

fuch pay to commence from the 10th of March laft, when Mr. Alvey,

late poil-mafter with the main army, refigned.

JlloNDAr, April 7, 1783.

On the report of a committee, conlifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Pe-

ters and Mr. Gorham :

Resolved, That the fecretary at war, in concert with the comman-
der in chief, be, and he is hereby direiAed to confider and report to

Congrefs, as fpeedily as may be, fuch meafures as it will be proper to

take in the prefent jun6lure for reducing the expenfes of the United

States in the war department.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Floyd

and Mr. Dyer, to whom was referred a letter of the 3 1ft of March from

the fecretary at war, refpeAing a claim of Morgan Lewis, Efq; late

deputy quarter-mafter, to the permanent rank and emoluments of a

colonel :

Ordered, That the fecretary at Avar inform Morgan Lewis, Efq;

that his claim to permanent rank, and to be confidered as retiring un-

der the refolutions of the 21ft of Odlober, 1780, with the cmoltiments

of a colonel, cannot confiftent with the rules heretofore laid down, be
admitted.

JVEDNESDAr, April 9, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Ellfworth, Mr. Madifon and Mr,
Fitzfimmons, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Clark, report,

that an amendment be made in the report on finance, by inferting the
following claufe :

" That certificates for intereft due on loans and other liquidated

debts of the United States, to be granted if applied for, under fuch
regulations as Congrefs fhall eftablifli, fliall be received as fpecie, in

payment of the faid 1,500,000 dollars.

A motion Avas made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Dyer, to poft-

pone the confideration of the report, in order to confider the following
amendment :

" That every ftate fliall be credited out of the laft mentioned re-

venue for all intereft by them to be hereafter refpeftively paid on loan-
office certificates, and other liquidated debts of the United States :"

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-
ed by Mr. Clark,

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, aj^
Mr. Gorham, aj yaj
Mr. Higginson, ^J j

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ay\
Mr. Arnold, aj^ ^-^

Cofinecticutj Mr, Ellsivorth^ no'

Mr. Wolcott, (iyfOy
Mr. Dyer, cy:}
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ay

ay

divided,

ay

Neno-Yorky Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamiltoiiy

Neno-Jersey^ Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fi^zsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Maryland^ Mr. T, S. Lee,

Mr,. Carroll,

Virginia^ Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/cnc/,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr, Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Riitledge,

Mr. Izard,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the qneftion to agree to the amendment moved by Mr. Clark,

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Clark,

ay

ay

^y
ay

no

"y
ay

no~^

no

ay

qy,

<iy

ay

ay

ay

>a.

u

3 •

ivided.

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut^

Ne-w-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania.,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr, Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. i^/ojJ,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/arA,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. r. 5. Lef,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/anc?,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Riitledge,

Mr. Jzflrr/,

;}'

'!)'

ny

no >ay
ay}
no^
no

no

ay

no

no

no /

no 5

7ii7 I

no
I

noj
no

720

720

no

divided.

'no

na

So it paffed in the negative.

The queftion being taken on the report of the committee, paffed iji

the negative.

Thursdat, April 10, 1783.
On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Peters, Mr. Dyer

and Mr. T. S. Lee, to whom was referred a letter of the 23d of March,
from the commander in chief:
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Resolved, That Congrefs are iatisfied with the reafons which have

prevailed with major-general the marquis de la Fayette, for his flay

in Europe, and his confequent abfence from his command in the army
of the United States, and have a high fenie of the new proofs he has

exhibited of his zeal in the caufe of the faid ftates, and of his conflant

attachment to their interefts and welfare.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hemfley, Mr. Ger-

vais and Mr. Fitzfimmons, to whom were referred a memorial and the

accounts of Oliver Pollock :

Resolved, That the three invoices of goods fhipped by O. Pollock,

for account of the United States, but which were received and made
ufe of by the flate of Virginia, amounting, with intereft to the Ifh of

March, 1783, to 25,288|-^- dollars, be admitted in the fettlement of

his accounts with the United States ; but that he be obliged to' pro-

duce vouchers to fhew that the goods in invoice, marked C, amounting,
with intereft, to the 1ft of March, 1783, to the fum of 317711 dol-

lars, was before credited to the United States, and that until he pro-

duce fuch vouchers, this fum be not admitted.

Resolved, That the charge of 1961^1 dollars, for damages on bills

drawn by the faid O. Pollock upon S. and J. H. Delap, of Bourdeaux,
be allowed, provided it fhall appear that 10,000 dollars, which was th&
amount of the bills drawn, were at the time of drawing due to the
faid Oliver Pollock by the United States, but if not, that damages be
allowed for the fum due to him at the time of the damage fuftained,

upon proof being made that thofe damages were actually paid.

Resolved, That the charge of 1600 dollars, paid to William Mur-
ray, for his attendance on Congrefs for 1 6 months, together with the
intereft charged thereon, be not admitted.

Resolved, That the charge of 11,1331-3 dollars, for paper-money,
be not admitted.

Resolved, That the charge for damages on the fale of his eftate,

and the charge for expenfes in coming from New-Orleans, to folicit

the fettlement and payment of his accounts, be not admitted.
^m^^^m-

Fridai', April 11, 1783.

The fecretary for foreign affairs, to whom was referred a letter of
21ft January, from the hon. B. Franklin, with an agreement between
the minifters plenipotentiary of the United States of America, and
the minifter plenipotentiary of his Britannic majefty, on the 2Cth of
January laft, relative to a cefTation of hoftilities, reported the draught
of a proclamation, as foUov/s :

By the United States of America in Congrefs alTembled.

A PROCLAMATION,
Declaring the cefTation of arms, as well by fea as by land, agreed upon

between the United States of America and his Britannic maiefty
;

and enjoining the obfervance thereof.

Whereas provifional articles were figned at Paris on the 30th day
of November laft, between the minifters plenipotentiary of the United
States of America for treating of peace, and the minifter plenipoten-
tiary of his Britannic majefty, to be inferted in, and to conftituc the

Vol. VIII. S
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treaty of peace propofed to be concluded between the United States

of America and his Britannic majefty, when terms of peace fhould be
agreed upon between their mofl; Chriftian and Britannic majefties : and
whereas, preliminaries for reftoring peace between their mod Chriftian

and Britannic majefties were figned at Verfailles, on the 20th day of

January laft, by the minifters of their moft Chriftian and Britannic

majefties : and whereas preliminaries for reftoring peace between the

faid king of Great-Britain and the king of Spain, were alfo figned

at Verfailles on the fame 20th day of January laft :

By which faid preliminary articles it hath been agreed, that as foon

as the fame were ratified, hoftilitics between the faid kings, their king-

doms, ftates and fubjeils, fhould ceafe in all parts of the world : and
it was further agreed, that all veffels and effects that might be taken

in the channel and in the North-feas, after the fpace of 12 days from
the ratification of the faid preliminary articles, ftiould be reftored

;

that the term fliould be one month from the channel and North-feas

as far as the Canary iflands, inclufively, whether in the ocean or the

Mediterranean ; two months from the faid Canary iflands as far as the

equinoftial line or equator: and laftly, five months in all other parts

of the world, without any exception or more particular defcription of

time or place : and whereas it was declared by the minifter plenipo-

tentiary of the king of Great-Britain, in the name and by the exprefs

order of the king his raafter, on the faid 20th day of January laft, that

the faid United States of America, their fubjedls and their pofTeflions,

fhall be comprized in the above-mentioned fufpenfion of arms, at the fame

epochs, and in the fame manner as the three crowns above-mentioned,

their fubjetls and pofTeffions refpeftively ; upon condition, that on the

part and in the name of the United States of America, a fimilar de-

claration fhall be delivered, exprefsly declaring their afTent to the faid

fufpenfion of arms, and containing an affurance of the moft perfedl re-

ciprocity ©n their part : and whereas the minifters plenipotentiary of

thefe United States, did, on the 20th day of January, in the name and

by the authority of the faid United States, accept the faid declaration,

and declare that the faid ftates ftiould caufe all hoftilitics to ceafe

againft his Britannic majefty, his fubjefts and his pofTeffions, at the

terms and epochs agreed upon between his faid majefty the king of Great-

Britain, his majefty the king of France, and his majefty the king of

Spain, fo and in the fame manner as had been agreed upon between

thofe three crowns, and to produce the fame efFecls : and whereas the

ratifications of the faid preliminary articles, between their moft Chrif-

tian and Britannic majefties, were exchanged by their minifters on the

Sd day of February laft ; and between his Britannic majefty and the

king of Spain, on the 9th day of February laft : and whereas it is our

will and pleafure, that the ceft'ation of hoftilities between the United

Sates of America and his Britannic majt-fty, ftiould be conformable to

the epochs fixed between their moft Chriftian and Britannic majefties :

We have thought fit to make known the fame to the citizens of

thefe ftates ; and we hereby ftriftly charge and command all our offi-

cers, both by fea and land, and other fubjcfts of thefe United States,

to forbear all ads of hoftility, either by fea or by land, againft his

Britannic majefty or his fubjeds, from and after the refpedlive times
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agreed upon between their mofl Chriftian and Britannic majefties, as

aforefaid.

And we do further require all governors and others, the executive

powers of thefe United States refpeftively, to caufe this our procla-

mation to be made public, to the end that the fame may be duly ob-

ferved within their feveral jurifdiAions.

Done in Congrefs, 8cc.

On the queftion to agree to the foregoing proclamation, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Mercer,

New-HampsbirSf Mr. White,

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood^

Mr. Gorbam,
Mr. Higginson,

Ebodc'Islandf Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

ConnecticutJ
Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Wolcott,

Mr. Dyer,

New-rork, Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Neiv-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimnions,

Mr. Wilson,

Maryland, Mr. T. S. Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

iV-'y

°y

ay

"J

ay

TuESDjtr, April 15, 1783.

Congrefs took into confideration the articles agreed upon at Paris,

on the 30th day of November laft, entitled "Articles agreed upon by
and between Richard Ofwald, Efq; the commiffioner of his Britannic

majefty, for treating of peace with the commiffioners of the United
States of America, in behalf of his faid majefty on the one part, and
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay and Henry Laurens, four

of the commiffioners of the faid ftates, for treating of peace with the
commiffioner of his faid majefty, on their behalf, on the other part

;

to be inferted in, and to conftitute the treaty of peace propofed to be
concluded between the crown of Great-Britain and the faid United
States ; tut which treaty is not to be concluded until terms of peace
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fliall be agreed upon between Great-Britain and France, and iiis Bri-

tannic majefty fliall be ready to conclude fuch treaty accordingly ;'*

and thereupon,

Resohed, That the agent of marine caufe all the naval prifoners to

be fet at liberty.

Resolved^ That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby in-

Rruc^ed to make the proper arrangements with the commander in chief

of the Britiili forces, for receiving poffeflion of the polls in the United
States occupied by the troops of his Britannic majefty ; and for obtain-

ing the delivery of all Negroes and other property of the inhabitants

of the United States in the poffeflion of the Britifli forces, or any fub-

jeclcs of, or adherents to his faid Britannic majefty ; and that the fe-

cretary at war, in conjunction with the commander in chief, take pro-

per arrangements for letting at liberty all land prifoners.

When the foregoing refolution was under debate, a motion Avas

made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Dyer, to lb-ike out the words
" in conjunction with the commander in chief:"

And on the queftion, fliall thofe words ftand ? the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Williamfon,

Nenv-HampsbirCf Mr. WhitCy . no ^ *.

Massachusetts, Mr, Molten, ay 7^

Mr. Gorhain, ^ S
Rhode-Island, Mr. Arnold, ay ^
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, nd'

Mr. Djer, no

Nenv-Tork, Mr. Flojd, ay

Mr. Hamilton, ^j
Nenv-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay 5 j- •

/ r

Mr. Clark, j^q'^'^'^'^^^*

PennsylvaniOy Mr. Fitzsimmens, ay')

Mr. Peters, ^5
Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay ^ *

Maryland, Mr. T.S.Lee, ayl
Mr. Carroll, ay^"-^

Virginia, Mr. Jones, ayS
Mr. Madison, ^J \-(^y

Mr. Bland, ay j
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay\

Mr. Williamson, ^jS
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay'\

Mr. Izard, ^y ><^y

Mr. Gervais, ayj

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

Wednesdat, April 16, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Bland, to

re-confider the refolution paffedyefterday, viz. " That the commander

in chief," &c. to the end, in order to take into conlideration the foI«

lowing propofition in lieu thereof, viz.

That the commander in chief be direfted to enter into preparatory
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arrangements, relative to the 7th article of the faid treaty, with the

commanders in chief of the Britifh land and naval forces in America :"

And on the queflion, to re-confidcr for the purpofe above-mention-

ed, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Williamfon,

Neiv-HampshirCf
JIassachusetts,

Ehode-Island^

Connecticut^

New-YorkJ

Neiv-Jersey^

Pennsylvania^

Delaware,
Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So the queflion was loft.

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Mijflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. T. S. Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr, Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

>
no

divided.

no

ay

no

no

no

no

no
\

o-y\

no

,

no

'

ay
\

<{y,

no

no

no'

ay

divided,
ay-

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

no

ay

ay

:}

ay

ay

ay

<V>

TnuRSDAr, April 17, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Wolcott and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred

a letter of the 14th, from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That immediate meafures be taken for the fale of all the

dragoon horfes belonging to the United States, and of all fuch arti-

cles in the feveral military departments, as may not be necefTary for

the ufe of the army, previous to its redudlion, or for the formation of

magazines on a peace eftablifhment.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report on revenue, when
a motion was made by Mr. Gervais, feconded by Mr. Dyer, to ftrike

out the duty of -ith of a dollar per bufhel upon fait :

And on the queftion, fhall that part of the report ftand ? the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Gervais,

New-Hampshire, Mr. White, no ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no'

Mr. Gorham, no

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, no]

Mr. Arnold, no
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Connecticut,

New-York,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Mifflin,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. M'-Comb,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. r. 5. Ltfe,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. 5/flni,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamsoii,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

^J

']

no

no

ay

ay

no \.ay

^J
ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

aj

ay

ay ^ay
ay

no

ay

cj

flj>

}
7J0

no

i}no

So the queftion was loft, and that claufe, as well

•ith of a dollar per quintal of dried fifh, and of a lil

of beef or pork exported, were ftruck out.

as the bounty of
:e fura per barrel

Friday, April 18, 1783.

Congrcfs refumed the confideration of the report on finance, and

the following paragraph being under debate :

" That as a further mean, as well of haftenlng the extingulfhment of

the debts, as of eftablifhing the harmony of the United States, it be

recommended to the ftates which have palTcd no ads towards comply-

ing with the refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th of September and 10th

of Odlober, 1780, relative to territorial ceffions, to make the liberal

ceffions therein recommended ; and to the ftates which may have paf-

fed afts complying with the faid refolutions in part only, to revife and

complete fuch compliance."

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, fecondcd by Mr. Rutledge, to

ftrike out the words " and to the ftates which may have paffed afts

complying with the faid refolutions in part only, to revife and com-

plete fuch compliance :"

And on the queftion, fliall thofe words ftand ? the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Bland,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,
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ay

ay

ay

ay

Connecticut^ Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,

New-York^ Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Delaivare, Mr. M'-Comb,

Mr. Bedford,

Maryland, Mr. T*. 5". Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/anJ,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, noS
Mr. Izard, ay\-no

Mr. Gervais, noJ
So it was refolved in the affirmative,

Congrefs proceeded in the confideration of the report, and fundry

amendments being made,

Resolved by nine ftates, That it be recommended to the feveral

flates, as indifpenfably neceffary to the reftoration of public credit,

and to the punftual and honorable difcharge of the public debts, to in-

vert the United States in Congrefs alTembled, v/ith a power to levy

for the ufe of the United States, the following duties upon goods im-

ported into the faid ftates from any foreign port, ifland or plantation

ay

Upon all rum of Jamaica proof per gallon,

Upon all other fpirituous liquors,

Upon Madeira wine.

Upon all other wines.

Upon common bohea tea per pound,

Upon all other teas,

Upon pepper per pound,

Upon brown fugar per pound,
Upon loaf fugar per pound.
Upon all other fugars,

Upon molaffes per gallon.

Upon cocoa and coffee per pound.
Upon all other goods, a duty of five per cent, ad valorem at the time

and place of importation.

Provided, that none of the faid duties {hall be applied to any other

purpofe than the difcharge of the intereft or principal of the debts

contraded on the faith of the United States,for fupporting the war,
agreeably to the refolution of the 16th day of December laft, nor be
continued- for a longer term than 25 years: and provided^ that the

90
3

12
90
_g.
90
6
90
24
90
3

— 90
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90
1
90
1
To
1
To

of a dollar,

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.
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coUeftors of the faid duties fhall be appointed by the Hates, within

which their offices are to be refpedlively exercifed, but when fo ap-

pointed, fliall be amenable to, and removeable by the United States

in Congrefs alTembled, alone ; and in cafe any ftate fliall not make fuch

appointment within one month after notice given for that purpofe, the

appointment may then be made by the United States in Congrefs af-

fembled :

That it be further recommended to the feveral ftates, to eftablifh

for a term limited to 25 years, and to appropriate to the difcharge of

the intereft and principal of the debts contra6led on the faith of the

United States for fupporting the war, fubftantial and effeftual revenues

of fuch nature as they may judge moft convenient, for fupplying their

refpedlive proportions of 1,500,000 dollars annually, exclufive of the

aforementioned duties, which proportion fhall be fixed and equalized,

from time to time, according to the rule which is or may be prefcribed

by the articles of confederation ; and in cafe the revenues eftablifhed

by any ftate, fhall at any time yield a fum exceeding its actual propor-

tion, the excefs fliall be refunded to it ; and in cafe the revenues of

any ftate fhall be found to be deficient, the immediate deficiency fhall

be made up by fuch fl:ate with as little delay as polTible, and a future

deficiency guarded againft by an enlargement of the revenues eftablifli-

ed : provided, that until the rule of the confederation can be carried

into praftice, the proportions of the faid 1,500,000 dollars fliall be as

follows, viz.

New-Hampfliire, 52,708
MalTachufetts, 224,427
Rhode-Illand, 32,318
Connefticut, 132,091

Delaware, 22,443
Maryland, 141,517
Virginia, 256,487
North-Carolina, 109,006

New-York, 128,243 South-Carolina, 96,183

New-Jerfey, 83,358 I Georgia, 16,030

Pennfylvania, 205,189 j

The faid laft mentioned revenues to be coUefted by perfons appoint-

ed as aforefaid, but to be carried to the feparate credit of the Hates

within which they fliall be collefted.

That an annual account of the proceeds and application of all the

aforementioned revenues, fliall be made out and tranfmitted to the fe-

veral ftates, diftinguifhing the proceeds of each of the fpecified articles,

and the amount of the whole revenue received from each ftate, toge-

ther with the allowances made to the feveral officers employed in the

colle£lion of the faid revenues.

That none of the preceding rcfoiutions fliall take effedl until all of

them fhall be acceded to by every ftate, after which unanimous accef-

fion, however, they fliall be conndered as forming a mutual compad:

among all the ftates, and fhall be irrevocable by any one or more of

them without the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of the

United States in Congrefs affembled.

That as a further mean, as well of haftening- the extinguifliment of

the debts, as of eftablifliing the harmony of the United States, it be

recommended to the ftates which have paffed no a£ls towards comply-

ing with the refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th of September and 10th

of Odober, 1780, relative to the ceffion of territorial claims, to make
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the liberal ceflions therein recommended, and to the dates which may
have paffed adls complying with the laid refolutions in part only, to
revife and complete fuch compliance.

That as a more convenient and certain rule of afcertaining- the pro-
portions to be fupplyed by the ftates relpeftively to the common trea-
lury, the following alteration in the articles of confederation and per-
petual union, between thefe ftates be, and tlie fame is hereby agreed
to in Congrefs ; and the feveral ftates are advifcd to authorize their
refpeftive delegates to fubfcribe and ratify the fame as part of the faid
inftrument of union, in the words following, to wit :

So much of the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual
union between the thirteen ftates of America, as is contained in the
words following, to wit :

" All charges of war and all other expenfes that ftiall be incurred
for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the Uni-
ted States in Congrefs afTembled, fhall be defrayed out of a common
treafury, which lliall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in proportion to
the value of all land within each ftate granted to or furveyed for any
perfon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements thereon, fhall
be eftimated according to fuch mode as the United States in Congrefs
afTembled fliall, from time to time, direct and appoint," is hereby revo-
ked and made void ; and in place thereof it is declared and concluded,
that the fame having been agreed to in a Congrefs of the United
States, that all charges of war and all other expenfes that have been
or fliall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and
allowed by the United States in Congrefs afTembled, except fo far as
Ihall be otherwife provided for, fliall be defrayed out of a common
treafury, which fliall be fupplied by the feveral ftates in proportion to
the whole number of white and other free citizens and inhabitants, of
every age, fex and condition, including thofe bound to fervitude for
a terrn^ of years, and |ths of all other perfons not comprehended in the
foregoing defeription, except Indians, not paying taxes, in each ftate ;
which number fliall be triennially taken and tranfmitted to the United
States in Congrefs alfembled, in fuch mode as they ft)all direcl and
appoint.

On the queftion to agree to the foregoing aft, the yeas and nays be-
ing required by Mr. Arnold,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. White,
Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Callins,

Mr. Arnold,
Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,
New-Torky Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,
New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,
Vol. VIII. T
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Pennsylvania) Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay >

Mr. Peters^ "jS
Delatvarcy Mr. M'Comb, ^'^X av

Mr. Bedford^ ojS

Maryland) Mr. T. S. Lecy ^y\ av
Mr. Carroll) ({yS

Virginia) Mr. Hemsley) ay~\

Mr. Madison) ay \

Mr. Bland) ^
j

Mr. Mercer) ayJ
North-CarolinO) Mr. Hatvkins,

^^X ay
Mr. Williamson) <Vy

South-Carolina) Mr. RutledgC) ayS
Mr. Izard) ayKaj
Mr. Gervais, ay J

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

IIoNDAT, April 2\) 1783.

On a report from the agent of marine, to whom was referred a me-

morial of John Thompfon :

Resolved) That all accounts of perfons in the mannc-dcpartment

for pay, depreciation or arrearages, be adjuftcd by the commiffioner

for fettling the accounts of the marine-department.

A letter, of this day, from the fuperintendant of finance, was read,

enclofmg a copy of a letter of the 20th, from the minifter of France,

requeuing the loan of the fliip Due de Lauzun, for the purpofe of car-

rying home the French troops now in this country; whereupon.

Ordered) That the faid letters be referred back to the fuperintend-

ant of finance, and that he take order for complying with the requeft

of the honorable the miniaer of France.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Fitzfim-

mons and Mr. Higginfon, to whom was referred a letter of the 1 1th,

from the fuperintendant of finance :

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance, take order for the

fale of the Ihip Due de Lauzun, after the fervice for which fhe is lent

to the minifter of France is performed.

On the requeft of colonel M. Ogden, of the New-Jerfey line, ac-

companied with the approbation of the commander in chief:

Resolved) That colonel M. Ogden, of the New-Jerfey line, have

leave to go to Europe.

TuESDAT) April 22, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Wil-

liamfon and Mr. Holten, to whom was referred a letter of the 15th,

from Thomas Edifon :
i r , jt

Resolved) That the fuperintendant of finance take order tor the dil-

charge of the balance, if any of the 500 dollars ordered to Thomas

Edifon on the 3d of September, 1782, including what he has received

fince the 23d day of April, 1782.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ellfworth, Mr. Wil-
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liamfon and Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a letter of the 2 2d of

June, 1781, from Dr. George Gilmer :

Resolved, That the account of Dr. Gilmer for pay and rations, be

fettled on the fame principles as the accounts of other hofpital-furge-

ons of the fame rank, according to the time he fhall appear to have

been employed in the public fervice ; and that the purveyor-general

return to Dr. Gilmer a quantity of medicine equal to what he expend-

ed out of his private (lores, for the ufe of the continental hofpital un-

der his care.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,

Ordered, That the fecretarylay before Congrefs on every Monday,
a lift of all the committees which have been appointed at any time be-

fore the preceding week, and have not reported ; and that fuch commit-
tees be then called on to ftate the reafons why they have not reported.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee,

on the letter from Mr. Pollock

:

And on the queftion, for allowing him a falary of 2000 dollars per

annum, as continental agent for five years, the yeas and nays being
required by Mr. Ellfworth,

ITenv-Hampshirey

Massachusetts^

Rbode-Islandy

Connecticut^

New-Yorkf

New-Jersey^

Pennsjlvania,

Delanuare,

Maryland^

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. White,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Floyd,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Mr. T. S. Lee,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Mercer, ay]
Mr. Hawkins. ay') ,. ., ,

Mjir-n- ! divided.
r. Williamson, no^

Mr. Rutledge, ayS
Mr. Izard, ^y\-<^y
Mr. Gervais, ayJ

So the queftion was loft.

Ordered, That the farther confideration of the report be poftponed.

ay

^y

ay

>ay
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Wednesdat, April 23, 1783.
On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr, Ofgood, Mr. WU-

fon, Mr. Madifon, Mr. Carroll and Mr. Williamfon, to whom was
referred a memorial of brigadier-general Hazen, in behalf of himfelf
officers and others, Canadian refugees :

Resolved, That the memorialift be informed, that Congrefs retain
a lively fenfe of the fervices the Canadian officers and men have ren-
dered the United States, and that they are ferioufly difpofed to re-
ward them for their virtuous fuffijrings in the caufe of liberty :

That they be farther informed, that whenever Congrefs can confif-
tently make grants of land, they will reward in this way as far as may
be confident, the officers, men and others, refugees from Canada.
That fo much of the memorial as relates to the payment of intereft

on the certificates of the officers and men, be referred to the fuperin-
tendant of finance to take order.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Bland,
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madifon and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred
a letter of the 18th, from the commander in chief:

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congrefs, the time of the men en-
gaged to ferve during the war, does not expire until the ratification of
the definitive treaty of peace :

That fuch of the non-commiffioned officers and private foldlers of
the above defcription, as continue in fervice to that period, fliall be
allowed their fire-arms and accoutrements, as an extra reward for their
long and faithful fervices :

That Congrefs, neverthelefs, leave it to the difcretlon of the com-
mander in chief, if circumftances fhall require it, to grant furloughs or
difcharges to thofe men, as he may judge mod expedient.

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re-committed.

Thursdat, Jpril 24, 1783.

A memorial of Ignace Penet, late a lieutenant in colonel ArmanJ's
corps, and a report from the fecretary at war thereon, being read :

On motion of Mr. Ofgood, feconded by Mr. Hamilton,
Ordered, That the memorial be referred to the fuperintendant of

finance, and that it be left to his difcretlon to adl therein as he may
conceive mod proper.

The fecretary for foreign affairs, having communicated to Congrefs
a letter of the 14th of April to him from fir Guy Carleton :

Ordered, That the faid letter from fir Guy Carleton, be referred to

the commander in chief, and that he take fuch meafures for carrying
into effedl the feveral matters therein mentioned, as to him fliall feem
expedient.

On motion of Mr. Gervais, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,
Ordered, That the memorial of lieutenant Lidon, praying for 200

dollars, on account of pay due to him, that he may be enabled to re-

turn to South-Carolina, be referred to the fuperintendant of finance,

and that it be left to his difcretlon to ad therein as he may conceive
mod proper.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr.
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Ellfworth and Mr. Hamilton, to whom was referred a motion of Mr.
Hamilton relative to the fouthern army :

Resolved, That the fccretary at war and the fuperintendant of

finance, take immediate meafures for removing the lines of Virginia,

Maryland and Pennfylvania, together with the corps of artillery and

cavalry now under the command of major-general Greene, to fuch pla-

ces within their refpeilive Rates as they Ihall think proper.

On the queftion to agree to the above refolution, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Rutledge,

Neiv-Hampshire, Mr. White, ay ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Osgood, ay'\

Mr. Gorham, oy^ay
Mr. Higginson, ay y

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins, ayl
Mr. Arnold, oyl^-^

Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth, cry ^ *

Netv-Tork, Mr. Floyd, ay~i

Mr. Hamilton, ^J\
New-jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ayS

Mr. Clark, oy >ay
Mr. Condict, ay \

Pennsylvania, Mr. Miffdn, ay'^

Mr. Fitzsimmons, lyK
Delaware, Mr. M'Comb, ay 5

Mr. Bedford, ^J)
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay 5

Mr. Hemsley, ^ S
Virginia, Mr. Jojies, a

Mr. Madison, a

Mr. Bland, r,

Mr. Lee, ay
j

Mr. Mercer, noj
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay')

Mr. Williamson, ^ S
South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, no'\

Mr. Izard, no K-no

Mr. Gervais, noj

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Madifon, Mr. Ellfworth and Mr.
Hamilton, appointed to prepare an addrefs to the dates, to accompany
the acl of the 18th of this month, reported a draught, which being
read and amended, was agreed to as follows :

Address to the States, by the United States in Congress assembled.

The profpeft which has for fome time exifted, and which is now
happily realized, of a fuccefsful termination of the war, together with
the critical exigencies of public affairs, have made it the duty of Con-
grefs to review and provide for the debts which the war has left upon
the United States, and to look forward to the means of obviating
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dangers which may interrupt the harmony and tranquility of the con-

federacy. The refult of their mature and folemn deliberations on thefe

great objefts, is contained in their feveral recommendations of the 18th
inft. herewith tranfmitted. Although thefe recommendations fpeak

themfelves the principles on which they are founded, as well as the

ends which they propofe, it will not be improper to enter into a few
explanations and remarks, in order to place in a flronger view the ne-

ceffity of complying with them.

The firft meafure recommended is, effeilual provifion for the debts

of the United States. The amount of thefe debts, as far as they can

now be afcertained, is 42,000,375 dollars, as will appear by the fche-

dule No. 1. To difcharge the the principal of this aggregate debt at

once, or in any iliort period, is evidently not within the compafs of

our refourccs ; and even if it could be accomplifhed, the eafe of the

community would require that the debt itfelf fhould be left to a courfc

of gradual extinguifliment, and certain funds be provided for paying",

in the mean time, the annual intereft. The amount of the annual in-

tereft, as will appear by the paper lafl; referred to, is computed to be

2,415,956 dollars. Funds, therefore, which will certainly and punc-

tually produce this annual fum at lead;, mud be provided.

In devifing thefe funds, Congrefs did not overlook the mode of fup-

plying the common treafury, provided by the articles of confederation
;

but after the moft refpeftful confideration of that mode, they were
conflrained to regard it as inadequate and inapplicable to the form in-

to which the public debt muft be throAvn. The delays and uncertain-

ties incident to a revenue to be eftabliflied and coUecled, from time

to time, by thirteen independent authorities, is at firft view irreconcile-

able with the punftuality effential in the difcharge of the intereft of

a national debt. Our own experience, after making every allowance

for tranficnt impediments, has been a fufficient illuftration of this truth.

Some departure, therefore, in the recommendations of Congrefs, from

the federal conftitution, v/as unavoidable ; but it will be found to be

as fmall as could be reconciled with the object in view, ^nd to be fup-

ported befides by folid confidcrations of intereft and found policy.

The fund which firft prefented itfelf on this, as it did on a for-

mer occafion, was a tax on imports. The reafons which recom-

mended this branch of revenue, have heretofore been ftated in an

aft, of which a copy. No. 2, is now forwarded, and need not be here re-

peated. It will fuffice to recapitulate, that taxes on confumption

are always leaft burdenfome, becaufe they are leaft felt, and are

borne too, by thofe who are both willing and able to pay them ; that,

of all taxes on confumption, thofe on foreign commerce are moft com-
patible with the genius and policy of free ftates ; that from the rela-

tive pofitions of fome of the more commercial ftates, it will be impof-

fible to bring this effential refourcc into ufe without a concerted uni-

formity ; that this uniformity cannot be concerted through any chan-

nel fo properly as through Congrefs, nor for any purpofc fo aptly as

for paying the debts of a revolution, from which an unbounded free-

dom has accrued to commerce.
In renewing this propofition to the ftates, we have not been unmind-

ful of the objections which heretofore fruftrated the unanimous adop-
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tlon of it. We have limited the duration of the revenue to the term

of 25 years; and we have left to the ftates themfelves the appoint-

ment of the officers who are to collctl it. If the ftriil maxims of na-

tional credit alone were to be confulted, the revenue ought manifeftly

to be co-exiftent with the ohje(rtof it, and the colleftion placed in every

refpeft under that authority which is to difpenfe the former, and is re-

fponfible for the latter. Thefe relaxations will, we truft, be regarded

on one hand, as the effect of a difpofition in Gongrefs to attend nt

all times to the fentiments of thofe whom they ferve, and on the other

hand, as a proof of their anxious defire that provifion may be made in

fome way or other for an honorable and juft fulfilment of the engage-

ments which they have formed.

To render this fund as produdlive as pofTible, and at the fame time

to narrow the room for collufions and frauds, it has been judged an

improvement of the plan, to recommend a liberal duty on fuch articles

as are mod fufceptible of a tax according to their quantity, and are of

moft equal and general confumption ; leaving all other articles, as here-

tofore propofed, to be taxed according to their value.

The amount of this fund is computed to be 915,956 dollars. The
eftimates on which the computation is made, are detailed in paper

No. 3. Accuracy in the firft effay on fo complex and fluftuating afub-
jedl is no to be expefted. It is prefumed to be as near the truth as the

ilefeft of proper materials would admit.

The refidue of the computed intereft is 1,500,000 dollars, and is

referred to the ftates to be provided for by fuch funds as they may
judge moft convenient. Here again the ftridl maxims of public cre-

dit gave way to the defire of Gongrefs to conform to the fentiments of
theii conftituents. It ought not to be omitted, however, with refpedi

to this portion of the revenue, that the mode in which it is to be fup-

plied, varies fo little from that pointed out in the articles of confede-

ration, and the variations are fo conducive to the great objeft propo-

fed, that a ready and unqualified compliance on the part of the ftates

may be the more juftly expefted. In fixing the quotas of this fum,
Gongrefs, as may be well imagined, were guided by very imperfect

lights, and fome inequalities may confequently have enfued. Thefe,
however, can be but temporary, and as far as they may exift at all,

will be redreffed by a retrofpedive adjuftment, as foon as a conftitu-

tional rule can be applied.

The neceffity of making the two foregoing provlfions one indivifible

and irrevocable aft, is apparent. Without the firft quality, partial

provifion only might be made where complete provifion is effential ;

nay, as fome ftates might prefer and adopt one of the funds only, and
the other ftates the other fund only, it might happen that no provifion

at all would be made : without the fecond a fingle ftate out of the
thirteen might at any time involve the nation in bankruptcy, the mere
prafticability of which would be a fatal bar to the eftablifhment of
national credit. Inftcad of enlarging on thefe topics, two obfervations
are fubmitted to the juftice and wifdom of the legiflatures. Firft :

The prefent creditors, or rather the domeftic part of them, having
either made their loans for a period which has expired, or having be-
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come creditors in the firft inftance involuntarily, are entitled on the

clear principles of juftice and good faith, to demand the principal of

their credits, inftead of accepting the annual intereft. It is neceffary

therefore, as the principal cannot be paid to them on demand, that

the intereft (hould be fo efFedlually and fatisfaftorily.fecured, as to en-

able them if they incline, to transfer their ftock at its full value. Se-

condly ; if the funds be fo firmly conftituted as to infpire a thorough
and univerfal confidence, may it not be hoped, that the capital of the

domeftic debt, which bears the high intereft of fix per cent, may be

cancelled by other loans obtained at a more moderate intereft ? The
faving by fuch an operation, would be a clear one, and might be a

confiderable one. As a proof of the neceflity of fubftantial funds for

the fupport of our credit abroad, we refer to paper No. 4.

Thus much for the intereft of the national debt ; for the difcharge

of the principal within the term limited, we rely on the natural in-

creafe of the revenue from commerce, on requi'fitions to be made, from
time to time, for that purpofe, as circumftances may dictate, and on

the profpeft of vacant territory. If thefe refources ftiould prove in-

adequate, it will be neceffary, at the expiration of 25 years, to con-

tinue the funds now recommended, or to eftablilh fuch others as may
then be found more convenient.

With a view to the refource laft mentioned, as well as to obviate

difagreeable controverfies and confufions, Congrefs have included in

their prefent recommendations, a renewal of thofe of the 6th day of

September, and of the 10th day of Oftober, 1780. In both thofe ref-

pe£ls, a liberal and final accommodation of all interfering claims of

Tacant territory, is an objedl which cannot be prefTed with two much
folicitude.

The laft objeft recommended is, a conftitutional change of the rule

by which a partition of the common burdens is to be made. The ex-

pediency, and even neceflity of fuch a change, has been fufficiently

enforced by the local injuftice and difcontents which have proceeded

from valuations of the foil in every ftate where the experiment has

been made. But how infinitely muft thefe evils be increafed, on a

comparifon of fuch valuations among the ftates themfelves ! On what-

ever fide indeed this rule be furveyed, the execution of it muft be at-

tended with the moft ferious difficulties. If the valuations be refer-

red to the authorities of the feveral ftates, a general fatisfadion is not

to be hoped for : If they be executed by officers of the United States

traverling the country for that purpofe, befides the inequalities againft

which this mode would be no fecurity, the expenfe would be both

enormous and obnoxious : If the mode taken in the aft of the 17th

day of February laft, which was deemed on the wliole leaft objeftion-

able, be adhered to, ftill the infufficiency of the data to the purpofe to

which they are to be applied, muft greatly impair, if not utterly deftroy

all confidence in the accuracy of the refult ; not to mention that as

far as the refult can be at all a juft one, it will be Indebted for the ad-

vantage to the principal on which the rule propofed to be fubftituted

is founded. This rule, altho' not free from objeftions, is liable to few-

er than any other that could be devifed. The only material difficulty
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which attended it in the deliberations of Congrefs, was to fix the pro-

per difference between the labour andinduftry of free inhabitants, and

of all other inhabitants. The ratio ultimately agreed on was the ef-

fedl of mutual conceffions ; and if it fliould be fuppofed not to corref-

pond precifely Avith the fad, no doubt ought to be entertained that an

equal fpirit of accommodation among the feveral Icgiflatures, will pre-

vail againft little inequalities which may be calculated on one fide or

on the other. But notwithftanding the confidence of Congrefs, as to

the fuccefs of this proportion, it is their duty to recolledt that the event

may poffibly difappoint them, and to rcqueft that meafures may ftill

be purfued for obtaining and tranfmitting the information called for

in the adt of the 17th of February laft, which in fuch event will be

effential.

The plan thus communicated and explained by Congrefs, mufl: now
receive its fate from their conftituents. All the objedls comprifed m
it are conceived to be of great importance to the happinefs of this con-

federated republic, are necelTary to render the fruits of the revolution,

a full reward for the blood, the toils, the cares and the calamities

which have purchafed it. But the obje£t of which the necefllty will

be peculiarly felt, and which it is peculiarly the duty of Congrefs to

inculcate, is the provilion recommended for the national debt. Al-
though this debt is greater than could have been wifhed, it is ftill

lefs on the whole than could have been expected, and when refer-

red to the caufe in which it has been incurred, and compared with"

the burdens which wars of ambition and of vain glory have entailed

on other nations, ought to be borne not only with cheerfulnefs but

with pride. But the magnitude of the debt makes no part of the quef-

tion. It is fufficient that the debt has been fairly contracted and that

juftice and good faith demand that it fliould be fully difcharged, Con-
grefs had no option but between different modes of difcharging it.

The fame option is the only one that can exift with the ftates. The
mode which has after long and elaborate difcuffion, been preferred, is,

we are perfuaded, the Icaft objectionable of any that would have been,

equal to the purpofe. Under this perfuafion, we call upon the juftice

and plighted faith of the feveral ftates to give it its proper effedt, to

reflect on the confequences of rejedling it, and to remember that Con-
grefs will not be anfwerable for them.

If other motives than that of juftice could be requifite on this oc-

cafion, no nation could ever feel ftronger ; for to whom are the debts

to be paid ?

To AN ALLY, in the firft place, who to the exertion of his arms in

fupport of our caufe, has added the fuccours of his treafure ; who, to

his important loans, has added liberal donations ; and whofe loans

themfelves carry the impreilion of his magnanimity and friendlhip.

For more exadl information on this point we refer to paper No. 5.

To individuals in a foreign country, in the next place, who were
the firft to give fo precious a token of their confidence in our juftice,

and of their frienddiip for our caufe, and who are members of a repub-
lic which was fecond in efpoufing our rank among nations. For the
claims and expectations of this clafs of creditors we refer to paper No. 6.

7\nother clafs of creditors is, that illustrious and patriotic band of
Vol. VIII- V
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fellow-citizens, whofe blood and whofe bravery have defended the li-

berties of their country, who have patiently borne, among other dif-

trefTes, the privation of their flipends, whilfl the diftrelTes of their

country difabled it from beftowing them ; and who, even now, aflr. for

no more than fuch a portion of their dues as will enable them to retire

from the field of viftory and glory, into the bofom of peace and pri-

vate citizenlhip, and for fuch effeftual fecurity for the refidue of their

claims, as their country is now unqueflionably able to provide. For

a full view of their fentiments and wifhes on this fubjeft, we tranfmit

the paper No. 7 ; and as a frefli and lively inftance of their fuperiori-

ty to every fpecies of feduftion from the paths of vitue and honor, wc
add the paper No. 8.

The remaining clafs of creditors is compofed partly of fuch of our

fellow-citizens as orginally lent to the public the ufe of their funds, or

have fince manifefted moft confidence in their country, by receiving

transfers from the lenders ; and partly of thofe whofe property has

been either advanced or affumed for the public fervice. To difcrimi-

nate the merits of thefe feveral defcriptions of creditors, would be a talk

equally unneceffary and invidious. If the voice of humanity plead

more loudly in favour of fome than of others, the voice of policy, no

lefs than of juftice, pleads in favour of all. A wife nation will never

permit thofe who relieve the wants of their country, or who rely moft

on its faith, its firmnefs and its refources, when either of them is dif-

trufted, to fufFer by the event.

Let it be remembered finally, that it has ever been the pride and

boaft of America, that the rights for which fhe contended, were the

rights of human nature. By the blefling of the author of thefe rights,

on the means exerted for their defence, they have prevailed againft all

oppofition, and form the bafis of thirteen independent flates. No in-

ftance has heretofore occurred, nor can any inffance be expefted here-

after to occur, in which the unadulterated forms of republican govern-

ment can pretend to fo fair an opportunity of juftifying themfelves by

their fruits. In this view the citizens of the United States are refpon-

fible for the greateft trull ever confided to a political fociety. If juf-

tice, good faith, honor, gratitude and all the other qualities which en-

oble the chara^er of a nation, and fulfil the ends of government, be

the fruits of our eftab]iniments,the caufe of liberty will acquire a dig-

nity and luflre which it has never yet enjoyed ; and an example will

be fet which cannot but have the moft favourable influence on the

rights of mankind. If on the other fide, our governments fhould be

unfortunately blotted with the reverfe of thefe cardinal and effential

virtues, the great caufe which we have engaged to vindicate, will be

diftionored and betrayed ; the laft and faireft experiment in favour of

the rights of human nature will be turned againft them, and their pa-

trons and friends expofedto be infulted and filenced by the votaries of

tyranny and ufurpation.

By order of the United States in Congrefs affembled.

TuESDAT, April 29, 1783.

The papers referred to in the foregoing addrefs and which are to

. accompany it, are as follows :
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PAPER No. I.

^n Estimate of the National Dedt, vi%.

Livres. Dollars.

Due to the farmers general of France, 1,000,000
To individuals in France, on un-? „ ^^„ ^

,• • 1 J fi- 1 ?• 3,000,000
liquidated accounts, elhmated, 3

To the crown of France, includ-"^

ing a loan of 10,000,000 bor- !

^8,000,000
rowed in Holland, and lor

[
' '

which France is guarantee, J
To ditto, a loan for 1783, 6,000,000

38,000,000
at 5 livres 8 fous per dol. 7,037,037

To lenders in Holland, received in part ofi
the loan contradled for by Mr. J. Adams, V 671,200
1,678,000 florins, J

Borrowed in Spain by Mr. Jay, 150,000
One year's intereft of Dutch loan ^

of 10,000,000 livres, 5
26,848

Foreign debt, 1ft January, 1783, 7,885,085

Domeftic Debt.

On loan.-ofS.ce certificates, reduced to > ,, .^„
fpecie value, -

J
11,463,802

Intereft unpaid for 1781, 190,000
Ditto 1782, 687,828
Credit to fundries in treafury-books, 638,042
Army debt to 31ft December, 1782, 5,635,618
Unliquidated debt, eftimated at, 8,000,000
Commutation to the army, agreeable to ?

the aa of 22d March bft, J
5,000,000

Bounty due to privates, 500,000
Deficiencies in 1783, fuppofe 2,000,000

-34,115,29©

Total debt, 42,000,375

Annual Intereft of the Debt of the United States.

On the foreign debt, part at 4 and part at 5 per cent. 369,038.6
On the domeftic debt, at 6 per cent. 2,046,917.4

2,415,956

PAPER No. II.

The letter of the 1 6th of December laft to the governor of Rhode-
Ifland and Providence Plantations, as entered on the iournal of that
day.

•"
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By the United States in Congress assembled, December 16, 1782.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madifon and Mr.
l'itz(immons, to whom was referred the letter of 30th November, from
the hon. William Bradford, fpeaker of the lower houfe of alTembly of

the ftate of Rhode-Ifland, containing, under three heads, the reafons

of that ftate for refufmg their compliance with the recommendation

of Congrefs for a duty on imports and prize goods ; report,

" That they flatter themfelves the ftate, on a re-confideration of the

objeftions they have offered, with a candid attention to the arguments

•which ftand in oppofition to them, will be induced to retraft their dif-

fent, convinced that the meafure is fupported on the moft folid grounds

of equal juftice, policy and general utility. The following obferva-

tions, contrafted with each head of the objections, fucceflively, will fur-

nifli a fatisfactory anfwer to the whole.

Firft objection. " That the propofed duty would be unequal in its

operation, bearing hardeft upon the moft commercial ftates, and fo

would prefs peculiarly hard upon that ftate, which draws its chief fup-

port from commerce."
The moft common experience, joined to the concurrent opinions of

the ableft commercial and political obfervers, have eftabliflied beyond

controverfy this general principle, "that every duty on imports is in-

corporated with the price of the commodity, and ultimately paid by

the confumer, with a profit on the duty itfelf, as a compenfation t»

the merchant for the advance of his money."

The merchant conliders the duty demanded by the ftate on the im-

ported article, in the fame light with freight or any fimilar charge,

and adding it to the original coft, calculates his profit on the aggre-

gate fum. It may happen that at particular conjunilures, where the mar-

kets are overftocked, and there is a competition among the fellers, this

may not be pradicable ; but in the general courfe of trade the demand
for confumption preponderates, and the merchant can with eafe indem-

nify himfelf and even obtain a profit on the advance. As a confumer,

he pays his ftiare of the duty, but it is no further a burthen upon him.

The confcquence of the principal laid down is, that every clafs of the

community bears its fhare of the duty in proportion to its confump-

tion, which laft is regulated by the comparative wealth of the refpec-

tive clafTes, in conjunction with their habits of expenfe or frugality.

The rich and luxurious pay in proportion to their riches and luxury ; the

poor and parflmonious, in proportion to their poverty and parfimony. A
chief excellence of this mode of revenue is, that it preferves a juft mea-

fure to the abilities of individuals, promotes frugality and taxes ex-

travagance. The fame reafoning in our fituation applies to the inter-

courfe between two ftates ; if one imports and the other does not, the

latter muft be fupplied by the former. The duty being transferred to

the price of the commodity, is no more a charge on the importing ftate

for what is confumed in the other than it is a charge on the merchant

for what is confumed by the farmer or artificer. Either ftate will only

feel the burthen in ratio to its confumption, and this will be in ratio

to its population and wealth. What happens between the different

elaffes of the fame community internally happens between the two
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ftates ; and as the merchant, in the firft cafe, fo far from lofing the

duty himfelf, has a profit on the money he advanced for that purpofe ;

fo the importing (late, which in the fecond cafe is the merchant with

refpeil to the other, is not only reiniburfed by the non-importing ftate,

but has a like benefit on the duty advanced. It is therefore the re-

verfe of a jufl pofition, that the duty propofed will bear hardefl; on the

mofl: commercial ftates ; it will, if any thing, have a contrary effecl,

though not in a fuflicient degree tojuftify an objedion on the part of

the non-importing ftates. For it is as reafonable they fliould allow an

advance on the duty paid as on the firft coft, freight or any acciden-

tal charge. They have alfo other advantages in the meafure fully equi-

valent to this difadvantage. Over nice and minute calculations, in

matters of this nature, are inconfiftent with national meafures, and in

the imperfedl ftate of human affairs, would ftagnate all the operations

of government. Abfolute equality is not to be attained : to aim at it,

is purfuing a fliadow at the expenfe of the fubftance, and in the event

we fliouldfind ourfelves wider of the mark, than if in the firft inftance

we were content to approach it with moderation.

Second objection. " That the recommendation propofes to intro-

duce into that and the other ftates, officers unknown and unaccounta-

ble to them, and fo is againft the conftitution of the ftate."

It is not to be prefumed that the conftitution of any ftate could

mean to define and fix the precife numbers and defcriptions of all offi-

cers to be permitted in the ftate, excluding the creation of any new
ones, whatever might be the neceffity derived from that variety of cir-

cumftances incident to all political inftitutions. The legiflature muft al-

ways have a dlfcretionary power of appointing officers, not exprefsly

known to the conftitution, and this power will include that of authoriz-

ing the federal government to make the appointments in cafes where the

general welfare may require it. The denial of this would prove too

much ; to wit, that the power given by the confederation to Congrefs,

to appoint all officers in the poft-offiee, was illegal and unconftitutional.

The doArine advanced by Rhode-Ifland would perhaps prove alfo

that the federal government ought to have the appointment of no in-

ternal officers whatever ; a pofition that would defeat all the provi-

fions of the confederation, and all the purpofes of the union. The
truth is, that no federal conftitution can exift without powers that in

their exercife effeft the internal police of the component members. It is

equally true, that no government can exift without a right to appoint

officers for thofe purpofes which proceed from, and concenter in it-

felf ; and therefore the confederation has exprefsly declared, that Con-
grefs fhall have authority to appoint all fuch " civil officers as may be

neceffary for managing the general affairs of the United States under

their direcVion." All that can be required is, that the federal govern-

ment confine its appointments to fuch as it is empowered to make by

the original aft of union, or by the fubfequent confent of the parties ;

unlefs there ftiould be exprefs words of exclufion in the conftitution

of a ftate, there can be no reafon to doubt that it is within the com-
pafs of legillative difcretion to communicate that authority.

The propriety of doing it upon the prefent o&cafion, is founded on

fubftjintial reafons.
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The meafiire propofed is a meafure of neceffity. Repeated experl-

inents have flicwn, that the revenue to be raifed within thefe {lates is

altogether inadequate to the public wants. The deficiency can only

be fupplied by loans. Our applications to the foreign powers, on whofe
friendiliip we depend, have had a fuccefs far fhort of our neceffities.

The next refource is to borrow from individuals. Thefe will neither

be adluated by generofity nor reafons of ftate. 'Tis to their interefl

alone we muft appeal. To conciliate this, we muft not only ftipulate

a proper compenfation for what they lend, but we muft give fecurity

for the performance. We muft pledge an afcertained fund ; fimple

and produ6\ive in its nature
;
general in its principle, and at the dif-

pofal of a fingle will. There can be little confidence in a fecurity un-
der the conftant revifal of thirteen different deliberatives. It muft,

once for all, be defined and eftabliflied on the faith of the ftates fo-

lemnly pledged to each other, and not revocable by any without a

breach of the general compaft.

'Tis by fuch expedients that nations, Avhofe refources are underftood,

whofe reputations and governments are erefted on the foundation of

ages, are enabled to obtain a folid and extenfive credit. Would it be

reafonable in us to hope for more eafy terms, who have fo recently

affumed our rank among the nations ? Is it not to be expefted, that

individuals will be cautious in lending their money to a people in our

circumftances, and that they will at leaft require the beft fecurity we
can give ?

We have an enemy vigilant, intriguing, well acquainted with our

defedls and embarraffments. We may expe£l that he will make every

effort to inftil diffidences into individuals, and in the prefent pofture of

our internal alfairs, he will have too plaufible ground on which to tread.

Our neceffities have obliged us to embrace meafures, with refpedl to

Gur public credit, calculated to infpire diftruft. The prepoffeffions on
this article muft naturally be againft us, and it is therefore indifpenfa-

ble wc fliould endeavour to remove them, by fuch means as will be

the moft obvious and ftriking.

It was with thefe views Congrefs determined on a general fund
;

and the one they have recommended muft, upon a thorough examina-
tion, appear to have fewer inconveniencies than any other.

It has been remarked as an affential part of the plan, that the fund
fhould depend on a ftngle will. This will not be the cafe, unlefs the

colleftion, as well as the appropriation, is under the controul of the

United States ; for it is evident, that after the duty is agreed upon,

it may, in a great meafure, be defeated by an ineffectual mode of levy-

ing it. The United States have a common intereft in an uniform and
equally energetic colleftion ; and not only policy, but juftice to all the

parts of the union, defignates the utility of lodging the power of ma-
king it where the intereft is common. Without this it might in reali-

ty operate as a very unequal tax.

Third objedion. " That by granting to Congrefs a power to col-

left monies from the commerce of thefe ftates, indefinitely as to time

and quantity, and for the expenditure of which they are not to be ac-

countable to the ftates, they would become independent of their con-
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ftituents, and fo the propofed impoft is repugnant to the liberty of the

United States."

Admitting the principle of this cbjsftion to be true, ftill it ought

to have no weight in the prefent cafe, becaufe there is no analogy be-

tween the principle and the faft.

Firft. The fund propoicd is fufficiently definite as to time, becaufe

it is only co-extenfive with the exiftence of the debt contracled and

to be contrafted in the courfe of the war. Gongrcfs are perfuadcd

that it is as remote from the intention of their conftituents to perpe-

tuate that debt, as to extinguifli it at once by a faithlefs negled of

providing the means to fulfil the public engagements. Their ability

to difcharge it in a moderate time, can as little be doubted as their

inclination, and the moment that debt ceafes, the du'.y, fo far as ref-

pefts the prefent provifion, ceafes with it.

The refolution recommending the duty, fpecifies the objeft of it to

be the difcharge of the principal and interelt of the debts already con-

trafted, or which may be contraded on the faith of the United States

for fupporting the prefent war.

Secondly. The rate per cent, is fixed, and it is not at the option of

the United States to increafe it. Though the produft will vary ac-

cording to the variations in trade
;
yet as their is this limitation of the

rate, it cannot be properly faid to be indefinite as to quantity.

By the confederation, Congrefs have an abfolute difcretion in de-

termining the quantum of revenue requifite for the national expendi-

ture. When this is done, nothing remains for the ftates, feparately,

but the mode of raifing. No ftate can difpute the obligation to pay
the fum demanded without a breach of the confederation ; and Avhen

the money comes into the treafury the appropriation is the exclufivc

province of the federal government. This provifion of the confede-

ration (without which it would be an empty form) comprehends in it

the principle in its fulleft latitude, which the objection under confi-

deration treats as repugnant to the liberty of the United States, to wit,

an indefinite power of prefcribing the quantity of money to be raifed,

and of appropriating it when raifed.

If it be faid that the dates individually, having the colleftion in

their own hands, may refnfe a compliance with exorbitant demands,
the confederation will anfwer, that this is a point of which they have
no conftitutional liberty to judge. Such a refufal would be an exer-

tion of power, not of right, and the fame power which could difregard

a requifition made on the authority of the confederation, might at any
time arrefl; the colleAion of the duty.

The fame kind of refponiibility which exifts with refpecl to the ex-

penditure of the money furnilhed in the forms hitherto pradlifed, would
be equally applicable to the revenue from the imports.

The truth is, the fecurity intended to the general liberty in the

confederation, confifts in the frequent election, and in the rotation of

the members of Congrefs, by which there is a conftant and an effectual

check upon them. This is the fecurity which the people in every

ftate enjoy againft the ufurpations of their internal governments ; and
it is the true fource of fecurity in a reprefentative republic. The go-
vernment, fo conflituted, ought to have the means necelTary to anfwer
the end of its inftitution. By weakening its hands too much it may
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be rendered incapable of providing for the interior harmony, or the

exterior defence of the ftate.

The ineafure in queftion, if not within the letter, is within the fpirit

of the confederation. Congrefs, by that, are empowered to borrow
money for the ufe of the United States, and by implication, to concert

the means neceffary to accomplilh the end. But without infifting up-

on this argument, if the confederation has not made proper providon

for the exigencies of the ftates, it will be at all times the duty of Con-
grefs to fuggefl further provifions ; and when their propofals are fub-

mitted to the unanimous confent of the ftates, they can never be charg-

ed with exceeding the bounds of their truft. Such a confent is the

balls and fanftion of the confederation, which exprefsly, in the 13th

article, empowers Congrefs to agree to and propofe fuch additional

provifion.

The remarks hitherto made, have had referrence principally to the

future profecution of the war. There ftill remains an interefting light

in which the fubject ought to be viewed.

The United States have already contradled a debt in Europe, and
in this country, for which their faith is pledged. The capital of this

debt can only be difcharged by degrees ; but a fund for this purpofe,

and for paying the intereft annually, on every principle of policy and
juftice, ought to be provided. The omiffion will be the deepeft ingra-

titude and cruelty to a large number of meritorious individuals, who,
in the moft critical periods of the war, have adventured their fortunes

in fupport of our independence. It would ftamp the national charac-

ter with indelible difgrace.

An annual provifion for the purpofe will be too precarious. If its

continuance and application were certain it would not afford com-
plete relief. With many, the regular payment of intereft, by occa-

lional grants, would fuffice ; but with many more it would not. Thefe
want the ufe of the principal itfelf, and they have a right to it ; but

fincc it is not in our power to pay off the principal, the next expedient

is to fund the debt and render the evidences of it negociable.

Befides the advantages to individuals from this arrangement, the

adlive ftock of the nation would be increafed by the whole amount of

the domeftic debt, and of courfe the abilities of the community to con-

tribute to the public wants ; the national credit would revive and
ftand hereafter on a fecure bafis.

This was another objeft of the propofed duty.

If it be conceded that a limilar fund is neceffary, it can hardly be

difputcd that the one recommended is the moft eligible. It has hecn

already (liewn that it affefts all parts of the community in proportion

to their confumpfion, and has therefore the beft pretenfions to equality.

It is the moft agreeable tax to the people that can be impofed, be-

caufe it is paid infenfibly and feems to be voluntary.

It may perhaps be imagined that it is unfavourable to commerce,
but the contrary can eafily be dem.onftrated. It has been feen that it

does not diminifli the profit of the merchant, and of courfe can be no

diminution of his inducements to trade. It is too moderate in its

amount to difcourage the confumption of imported goods, and cannot

on that account abridge the extent of importations. If it even
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had this cfFeft, it would be an advantage to commerce, by leffening

the proportion of our imports to our exports, and inclining the balance

in favour of this country.

The principal thing to be confulted for the advancement of com-

merce, is to promote exports. All impediments to thele, either by

way of prohibition or by increafing the prices of native commodities, de-

creafing by that means their fale and confumption at foreign markets,

are injurious. Duties on exports have this operation. For the fame

reafon, taxes on poiTcffions and the ar'icles of our own growth or

nianufadure, whether in the form of a land tax, excife or any other,

are more hurtful to trade than impoft duties. The tendency of all

fuch taxes is to increafe the prices of thofe articles which are the ob-

jefts of exportation, and to enable others to underfel us abroad. The
farmer, if he pays a heavy land tax, muft endeavour to get more for

the produdls of his farm : the mechanic and labourer, if they find the

neceffaries of life grow dearer by an excife, muft endeavour to exaft

higher wages : and thefe caufes will produce an increafe of prices

within, and operate againft foreign commerce.

It is not, however, to be inferred that the whole revenue ought to

be drawn from imports : all extremes are to be rejefted. The chief

thing to be attended to is, that the weight of the taxes fall not too

heavily in the firft inftance upon particular parts of the community,
A judicious diftribution to all kinds of taxable property, is a firft prin-

ciple in taxation. The tendency of thefe obfervations is only to ftiew,

that taxes on pofTeflions, on articles of our own growth and manufac-
ture, are more prejudicial to trade than duties on imports.

The obfervations which conclude the letter on which thefe remarks
are made, naturally lead to refleiStion? that deferve the ferious atten-

tion of every member of the union. There is a happy mean between
too much confidence and exceffive jealoufy, in which the health and
profperity of a ftate confift. Either extreme is a dangerous vice ; the
firft is a temptation to men in power to arrogate more than they have
a right to ; the latter enervates government, prevents fyftem in the
adminiftration, defeats the moft falutary meafures, breeds confufion in

the ftate, difgufts and difcontents among the people, and may even-
tually prove as fatal to liberty as the oppoiite temper.

It is certainly pernicious to leave any government in a fituation of
refponftbility difproportioned to its power.

The conduA of the war is intrufted to Gongrefs, and the public ex-
peftation turned upon them without any competent means at their
command to fatisfy the important truft. After the moft full and folemn
deliberation, under a colledlive view of all the public difficulties, they
recommend a meafure which appears to them the corner ftone of the
public fafety : they fee this meafure fufpended for near two years

;

partially complied with by feme of the ftates, rejefted by one of them,
and in danger on that account to be fruftrated ; the public embarralT-
ments every day increafing, the diffatisfadion of the army growing
more ferious, the other creditors of the public clamouring for juftice •

both irritated by the delay of meafures for their prefent relief or fu-
ture fecurity, the hopes of our enemies encouraged to protraft the vvar,
the zeal of our friends depreffed by an appearance of remifTnefs and

Vol. VIII. X
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Vant of exertion on our part, Congrefs harrafTed, the national charac-
ter fuffering, and the national fafety at the mercy of events.

This ftate of things cannot but be extremely painful to Congrefs,

and appear to your committee to make it their duty to be urgent to
obviate the evils with which it is pregnant."

Resolved.) That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

PAPER No. III.

An Estimate of the Produce of the Impost on Imported Articles.

Before the war the exports from Great-Britain to America were ef-

tiniated at three and a half millions fterling, in which was included
tea ; but there were importations from Ireland and Scotland, as well

as from Holland, not included in that eflimate. It is now thought beft,

to eflimate the imports of all goods from Europe, exclufive of tea,

brandy and wine, at £. 3,500,000 fterling, at 4/6 per dollar, is

15,555,5 54 dollars impofl of five per cent, ad valorem, 777,773
On 2,000,000 gallons rum and other fpirits, ^'L.t.hs > creo

per gallon, 5 ^^'666^^

100,000 ditto Madeira wine, |§ 13,333|§
600,000 ditto other wine, ^ 40,000
300,000 lb. bohea tea, ^«j. 20,000
25,000 do. other teas, 11 6,666
75,000 cwt. of fugar (including loaf,) |4 46,666

200,000 lb. coffee and cocoa, -^^ 2,222

2,000,000 gallons molalTes, ^ 22,223

995,550
Dedu£l for colleclion, about S per cent. 79,594

Net revenue upon this eflimate, 915,956

There are no precife data from which this computation could be

made with any degree of certainty. The number of inhabitants has

governed in part, and the imports of particular articles into the port

of Philadelphia have been attended to.

The exa<5titude of the computation is of the lefs confequence, as the

aft of the 16th December, 1782, provides, that if the revenue fliall at

any time exceed the annual interefl, the refidue fhall form a finking

fund for the difcharge of the principal ; and if it fhall be found infuf-

ficient, the Hates will be called upon to enlarge their grants of revenue.

PAPER No. IV.

Extract of a letter from the hon. B. Franklin to the superintendant of
finance^ dated 23c? December^ 1782, and a letter of \5th of March,
1783, to the same, from the hon. the minister plenipotentiary of
France, as follow

:

Paffy, December 23, 1782.
" Friday laft order was given to furnifh me with 600,000 livres im-

mediately, and I was anfwered by M. de Vergennes, " that the reft

of the 6,000,000 fhould be paid us quarterly in the courfe of the year

1783."
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" I preffed hard for the whole fum demanded, but was told " it

was impoffible."
" Our people certainly ought to do more for themfelves. It is ab-

furd the pretending to be lovers of liberty while they grudge paying

for the defence of it. It is faid here, that an impoft of five per cent,

on all goods imported, though a moft reafonable propofition, had not

been agreed to by all the ftates, and was therefore fruftratcd ; and that

your news-papers acquaint the world with this, wiih the non-payment

of taxes by the people, and with the non-payment of intereft to the cre-

ditors of the public.

" The knowledge of thefe things have hurt our credit and the loan

in Holland, and would prevent our getting any thing here but from

government. The foundation for credit abroad fhould be laid at

home ; and certain funds fliould be prepared and eftablifhed before-

hand, for the regular payment at lead of the intereft."

Philadelphia, March 15, 1783.

SIR,
I HAVE the fatisfaftion to inform' you that his majefty procures

for the United States a loan of 6,000,000, to be employed in the war
department during the courfe of the current year. While I announce

to you this new mark of the king's friendfhip for the United States, I

muft go into fome details which relate to your operations, and which
will inform you of the motives which have induced his majefty to

make a new effort in favour of his allies.

During the laft year, fir, I rendered an account to his majefty's mi-

nifters of the order which appeared to me to be introduced into your

department, of the re-eftablifhment of public credit, and of the cecono-

my which accompanied your operations. I added, that I confidered

the eftablifliment of a general revenue for paying the intereft and gra-

dual redemption of the principal of the public debt, as extremely proba-

ble. The delays anddifficulties of communicationwould notpermitmeto
wait until that operation was completed by the different legiflatures be-

fore I declared the wants of the UnitedStates; andtherefore I undertook
to write to the count de Vergennes, that the difpofition of the people

to fulfil the engagements taken and. to be taken by Gongrefs, feemed
to me fufficiently favourable to determine his majefty to lend for the
year, new fuccour to the United States if the fituation of his finances

would permit. Thefe alTurances obtained the loan of 6,000,000 ; but
the event has proved that I was deceived in the hopes which I thought
myfelf enabled to give my court ; and the affairs of your finances, far

from being bettered fince the month of September, the period at which
my letters on this fubjedl were written, have on the contrary gone
backward ; fo that I perceive no certainty of the reimburfement of the

fums formerly lent, or of thofe which now are fo. Thus, fir, my hafty

affurances have induced his majefty to make that advance, and in the
moment when I am informed of it, I am under the difagreeable necef-
fity of informing his minifter that the hopes I had given are vaniflied,

and that my affurances were without foundation. I will fay nothing
of the perfonal embarraffment which I am reduced to by thefe cir-

cumftances ; but I will take the liberty to obferve, that the beft re-

medy in the prefent conjun£lure is, to take as foon as poflible thofe
meafures which were not taken when I announced them.
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The count de Vergennes informs me, fir, that the 6,000,000 are

lent to the United States in the fame manner and under the fame con-

ditions with the fum which was lent laft year. That is to fay, that

it fhall be paid monthly, at the rate of 5®0,000 livres per month. But
as it appears from what you did me the honor to vvrrite on a former

occafion, that you had anticipated a part of this fubfidy, I mufl: pray

you to confider, that the firfl months of this year will have been em-
ployed in payment of thofe anticipations, and that it will be proper fo

to combine your drafts, as that they fhall not be prefented but at the

monthly periods in which the funds are to be provided.

I have had the honor to inform you, fir, that this money is lent to

the United States to enable them to carry on the war. The wifdom
of Congrefs will determine according to circumftances, on the manner
of eiFedling that important objedl, and of compelling the enemy by joint

efforts to conclude a folid and permanent peace.

It remains for me to inform you, fir, that the king was unable to

make this laft effort without extreme difficulty. I have had the honor

to communicate thofe which oppofe confiderable loans. They are fo

great, that I am commanded to inform you, in the moft pofitive terms,

that it will be impofTible for the king, in any cafe whatever, to obtain

new advances for Congrefs for the next year. As to the refources

which you may feek elfewhere than in France, the details contained in

thofe letters which I had the honor to read to you, will not permit a

hope of fuccefs until the United States fhall have eftabliflied a perma-

nent public revenue ; and the delay and repugnancy v/ith which they

proceed in that bufinefs being known in Europe, the difpoiition to lend

money to Congrefs ceafes. Lenders place their money elfewhere :

thofe fpeculations which would have been directed towards the Uni-
ted States take a different turn, and it will be extremely difficult to

bring them back.

I abftain from repeating here the other parts of the count de Vcr-
gennes's difpatches, Avhich I had the honor to communicate, becaufe

the truths they contain are well known to you, and becaufe they may
all be reduced to this fingle pofition, that without a fpeedy eftablifh-

ment of folid general revenue, and an exadl performance of the en-

gagements which Congrefs have made, you muft renounce the expecta-

tion of loans in Europe.

I am ordered alfo, fir, to inform Congrefs, that my court expedl they

will have taken final and fatisfadory meafures to fecure payment of

the intereft of the debt contrafted with his majefty by the United

States ; but I content myfelf with communicating this circuniftance

to you, and before announcing it direftly to Congrefs, I will wait till

their prefent embarraffments fhall be diminifhed.

From thefe details, fir, you will be able to judge of the impofTiblli-

ty of negociating bills upon your plenipotentiaries beyond the funds

which remain free from the 6,000,000 lent this year. It is very clear,

that fuch bills will not be paid by us ; and it is from perfedl confidence

in your regularity upon that fubjeft, that I fhall affure the count de

Vergennes, he may be certain no demand will be made on him beyond

the fums already granted.

I have the honor to be, 8cc.
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PAPER No. V.

The contraft between his moft Chrlftian majefty and the United

States of America, entered into by the count de Vergennes and Mr.
Franklin the 16th of July, 1782, and ratified by Congrefs the 22d day

of January, 1783.

The king having been pleafed to attend to the requefts made to him
in the name, and on behalf of the United Provinces of North-Ame-
rica, for affiftance in the war and invafion under which they had for

feveral years groaned ; and his majefty, after entering into a treaty of

amity and commerce with the fald confederated provinces, on the 6th

of February, 1778, having had the goodnefs to fupport them, not only

with his forces by land and fea, but aUb with advances of money, as

abundant as they were efFedual, in the critical iituation to which their

affairs were reduced. It has been judged proper and neceiTary to (late

exa£lly the amount of thofe advances, the conditions on which the

king made them, the periods at which the Congrefs of the United
States have engaged to re-pay them to his majefty's royal treafury,

and in fine, to ftate this matter in fuch a way as for the future to pre-

vent all difficulties capable of interrupting the good harmony which
his majefty is refolved to maintain and preferve between him and the

faid United States. For executing fo laudable a purpofe, and with a

view to flrengthen the bands of amity and commerce which fub fill: be-

tween his majefty and the faid United States : we, Charles Gravier

de Vergennes, Sec. counfellor of the king in all his councils, comman-
der of his orders, minifter and fecretary of ftate, and of his commands
and finances, vefted with full powers of his majefty to us given for this

purpofe : and we, Benjamin Franklin, minifter plenipotentiary of the

United States of North-America, in like manner vefted with full pow-
ers of the Congrefs of the faid ftates for the prefent purpofe ; after

duly communicating our refpeilive powers ; have agreed to the follow-

ing articles :

ARTICLE I.

It is agreed and certified, that the fums advanced by his majefty to

the Congrefs of the United States, under the title of a loan in the

years 1778, 1779, 1780, 1781, and the prefent, 1782, amount to the

fum of 18,000,000 of livres, money of France, according to the fol-

lowing 21 receipts of the above-mentioned under written minifter of

Congrefs, given in virtue of his full powers, to wit

:

1 28 February, 1778, - - 750,000
2 19 May, ditto, - - 750,000
3 3 Auguft, ditto, - - 750,000
4 1 November, ditto, - - 750,000

3,000,000

5 10 June, 1779, - - 250,000
6 16 September, ditto, - - 250,000
7 4 Odober, ditto, - - 250,000
8 21 December, ditto, - - 250,000

•1,000,000
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9 20 February, 1780, - - 750,000

10 23 May, ditto, - - 750,000
1) 21 June, ditto, - - 750,000

12 5 Oaober, ditto, - - 750,000

13 27 November, ditto, - - 1,000,000

4,000,000

14 15 February, 1781, - - 750,000

15 15 May, ditto, - - 750,000

16 15 Auguft, ditto, - - 750,000

17 1 Auguft, ditto, - - 1,000,000

18 15 November, (Jitto, - - 750,000
4,000,000

19 10 April, 1782, - - 1,500,000

20 1 July, ditto, - - 1,500,000

21 5 ofthe lame monlli, - 3,000,000
6,000,000

Amounting in the whole to 18,000,000, VIZ. 18,000,000

By which receipts the fald minlfter has promifed in the name of Con-

grefs, and in behalf of the thirteen United States, to caufe to be paid

and reimburfed to the royal treafury of his majefly, on the ift of Ja-

nuary, 1788, at the houle of his grand banker at Paris, the faid fum

of 18,000,000 millions, money of France, with intereft at five per cent,

per annum.
ARTICLE n.

Confidering that the payment of fo large a capital at the one ftipu-

lated period, the HI of January, 1788, may greatly injure the finances

of the Congrefs of the United States, and it may perhaps be even im-

practicable on that footing, his majefty has been pleafedfor that reafon

to recede in that refpedt from the tenor of the receipts which the nai-

nifter of Congrefs has given for the 18,000,000 livres tournois, men-

tioned in the foregoing article, and has contented that the payment of

the capital in ready money, at the royal treafury, be in twelve equal

payments of 1,500,000 livres each, and in twelve years only, to com-

mence from the 3d year after a peace.

ARTICLE IIL

Although the receipts of the minifter of the Congrefs of the United

States fpecify, that the 18,000,000 of livres above-mentioned, are to

be paid at the royal treafury, with intereftat five per cent, per annum,

his majefty being willing to give the faid United States a new proof of

his afFe£lion and friendfhip, has been pleafed to make a prefent of, and

to forgive the whole arrears of interefl: to this day, and from thence

to the day of the date of the treaty of peace ; a favour which the mi-

nifter ofthe Congrefs ofthe United States acknowledges to flow from

the pure bounty ofthe king, and which he accepts in the name of the

fald United States with profound and lively acknowledgments.

ARTICLE IV.

The payment ofthe faid 18,000,000 of Irvres tournois fhall be in
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ready money at the royal treafury of his majefty at Paris, in twelve

equal parts, and at the terms ftipulated in the above 2d article. The
intereft of the faid fum, at five per cent, per annum, fhall commence

with the date of the treaty of peace, and fliall be paid at every period

of the partial payments of the capital, and fliall diminifli in proportion

with the payments. The Congrefs of the faid United States being

left however, at liberty to free themfclves fooner from this obligation

by anticipated payments, in cafe the flate of their finances will admit.

ARTICLE V.

Although the loan of 5^000,000 of florins of Holland, agreed to by

the ftates general of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, on the

terms of the obligation paffed on the 5th of November, 1781, between

his majefty and the faid ftates general, has been made in his majefty's

name, and guaranteed by him ; it is neverthelefs acknowledged by

thefe prefents, that the faid loan was made in reality on account and

for the fervice of the United States of North-America, and that the

capital, amounting at a moderate valuation, to the fum of 10,000,000

livres tournois, has been paid to the faid United States, agreeably to

a receipt for the payment of the faid fum, given by the luiderfigned

minifter of Congrefs, the 7th day of June laft.

ARTICLE VI.

By the convention of the faid 5th of November, 1781, the king

has been pleafed to promife and engage to furnifh and pay at the ge-

neral counter of the ftates general of the Netherlands, the capital of

the faid loan, with the intereft at four per cent, per annum, without

any charge or deduftion whatever to the lenders, fo that the faid ca-

pital {hair,be wholly re-paid after the fpace of five years, the payments
to be made in ten equal periods, the firft of which to commence the 6th

year from the date of the loan, and afterwards f'-om year to year to the

final payment of the faid fum ; but it is in like manner acknowledged
by this a(ft, that this engagement was entered into by the king, at the

requeft of the underfigned minifter of the United States, and on the

promife by him made in the name of Congrefs, and on behalf of the

thirteen United States, to caufe to be reimburfed and paid at the royal

treafury of his majefty at Paris, the capital, intereft and coft of the

faid loan, according to the conditions and terms fixed by the faid con-

vention of the 5th of November, 1781.

ARTICLE VIL
It is accordingly agreed and fettled, that the fum of 10,000,000 li-

vres tournois, being by a moderate computation, the principal of the

loan of 5,000,000 of Holland florins above-mentioned, fhall be reim-

burfed, and paid in ready money at the royal treafury of his majefty at

Paris, with the intereft at four per cent, per annum, in ten equal pay-

ments of 1,000,000 each, and in ten terms, the firft of which fhall be
on the 5 th of November, 1787, the fecond, the 5th of November, 1788,
and fo from year to year till the final payment of the faid fum of

10,000,000, the intereft leffening in proportion with the partial pay-
ments of the capital. But in confequence of the king's aifedlion for

the United States, his majefty has been pleafed to charge himfelf with
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the expenfe of conimiflions and bank for the faid loan, of Avhich ex-

penfes his majefty has made a prefent to the United States, and this

their underfigned minifter accepts with thanks in the name of Con-

grefs, as a new proof of his maielly's generofity and friendfliip for the

faid United States.

ARTICLE Vin.
With regard to the interefl of the faid loan during the five years

preceding the firfl term of payment of the capital, as the king has en-

gaged to pay it at the general counter of the ftates general of the Ne-
therlands, at the rate of four percent, yearly, and every year, count-

ing from the 5th of November, 1781, according to the convention of

that day, the minifter of Congrefs acknov/ledges that the re-payment of

that is due to his majefty by the United States, and he engages in the

name of the faid United States, to caufe payment thereof to be made,

at the fame time and at the fame rate at the royal treafury of his ma-

jefty ; the firft year's intereft to be paid the 5th of November next,

and fo yearly, during the five years preceding the firft term for the pay-

ment of the capital, fixed as above on the 5th of November, 1787.

The high contracting parties reciprocally bind themfelves to the

faithful obfervance of this contraA, the ratifications of which fhall be

exchanged in the fpace of nine months from this day, or fooner if pof-

fible.

In teftimony whereof, we the faid plenipotentiaries of his moft Cbrif-

tian majefty, and of the thirteen United States of North-America, in

virtue of oijr refpeftive powers have figned thefe prefents, and thereunto

fixed the feal of our arms.

Done at Verfailles, the 16th day of July, 1782.

Gravier de Vergennes, (l. s.)

B. Franklin, (l. s.)

PAPER No. VL
The contracl entered into by the hon. J. Adams, in behalf of the Uni-

ted States, with fundries, for a loan of 5,000,000 of florins :

Translation from the Dutch.

Minuted on a feal of 48 ftivers.

(Signed) Van Hole, Notary.

On the 1 1th day of June, in the year 1782, appeared before me,

Pieter Galenus Van Hole, notary of Amfterdam, admitted by the hou.

court of Holland,

The hon. John Adams, Efq; minifter plenipotentiary on the part

of the United States of America, by their high mightinelTes the lords,

ftates general of the United Netherlands, Sec. Sec. in quality, as efpe-

cially qualified and authorized by the above-mentioned ftates of Ame-
rica in Congrefs afl"embled, for and in behalf of the faid ftates of Ame-
rica, to raife a loan with any perfon or pcrfons, ftates or companies,

with fubjoined affurance in good faith to ratify and fulfil all that Ihall

be done in this refpeft by him, honorable appearer, according to au-

thentic copy and tranflation of the original commiffion or power exhi-

bited to me, notary, and depofited in my cuftody, in behalf of the joint

money lenders.

The hon. appearer refiding in the Hague, but being now in this city.
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And the hon. appearer acknowledged himfelf, in his aforefaid qua-

lity, and thus in the name and in behalf of" the above-mentioned flates

of America, to be duly and lawfully indebted to and in behalf of fun-

dry perfons or money lenders, in all a fum of 1,000,000 of guilders,

Dutch current money, arifing from and on account of fo much ready

money received by him hon. appearer, in his aforefaid quality, to his

perfe(St fatisfaAion, from the fald money lenders, in confequence of

the receipt hereafter mentioned, to be figned by the hon. appearer,

under the authentic copies hereof, exprcfsly and formally difavowing

the excufe of untold monies.

And the hon. appearer promifed, in his aforefaid quality, to re-pay

in this city the fald fum of 1,000,000 of guilders, free from all colls,

charges and damages, to the above-mentioned money lenders, or their

affigns, at the expiration of 15 years after the 1ft day of June, 1782
;

and that in the following manner, to wit

:

That the above-mentioned capital Ihall remain fixed during the fpace

of 10 years, and that with the 1 1th year, and thus on the 1ft day of

June, 1793, a fifth part, or 200,000 guilders of the faid capital of

1,000,000, Ihall be redeemed, and in the fame manner from year to

year until the 1ft day of June, 1797, inclufive, fo that the whole ca-

pital fliall be redeemed and difcharged within the above-mentioned
fpace of 1 5 years.

And that for faid capital, at fir ft for the whole, and afterwards for

the refidue, at the expiration of every year, intereft (hall be paid at the
rate of five per cent, in the year commencing the firft day of June,
1782, and to continue until the final accomplifliment, and that on
coupons, to be figned by or for account of faid hon. appearer in his

aforefaid quality.

That the above-mentioned redeeming fliall be performed by draw-
ing in prefence of a notary and witneffes in this city, after the expira-

tion of the firft mentioned 10 years, in fuch a manner that the Nos :

of the obligations drawn fliall be by times made known in the public
papers.

That the payment of the interefts, as alfo the redeeming of the ref-

peclive periods, (hall be made at the compting houfes of the hereafter-

mentioned gentlemen diredors, or at fuch other places within this ci-

ty, as (hall likewife be advertifed in the public papers.

That the direftors of this negociation fliall be MefTrs. Wilhelm et

Jan Willink, Nicolaas et Jacob Van Staphorft and de la Lande et
Fynje, merchants of tliis city, who are by thefe prefents thereto na-
med and appointed by the hon. appearer in his aforefaid quality.

The honorable appearer promifing and engaging, in the names of
his conftituents, that the amount of the interefts and of the redeem-
ings to be made, from time to time, of the faid capital, (hall be in due
time remitted to the aforefaid gentlemen directors, their heirs or fuc-
ceffors, in good bills of exchange, American produfts, or in ready mo-
ney, without any abatement or deduction whatsoever.

That this obligation fliall never be fubjedl to any import or taxes
already laid or in time to come to be laid in the faid United States of-
America, even in cafe (which God forbid) any war, hoftilities or di-
vifions fliould arife between aforefaid United States or any of them.
Vol. VIII. Y
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on the one fide, and the ftates of thefe lands on the other, that the

payment of tlie capital or intevefts of this obligation can in no wile

nor under any pretext -whatfoever be hindered or delayed.

The honorable appearer in his aforefaid quality, promifing and en-

gaging, inoreover, for and in the names of the laid United States,

that there Ihall nev^er be made by them or on their parts, or any of

them in particular, any convention or treaty, public or private, at the

making of peace or otherwife, by which the validity and accomplifli-

ment of thefe prefents might be prejudiced, or whereby any thing

contrary thereto might be ftipulated, but that without any exception

the contents hereof fliall be maintained in full force.

The honorable appearer in his aforefaid quality likewife promifes,

engages and binds himfelf by thefe prefents, that this engagement

ihall be ratified and anproved as ibon as poffible by faid United States

in Congrefs afiemblecl, and that authentic copy tranflation of faid

ratification, with the original, fliall be depolited in cuflody of me,

notary, to be there kept with faid authentic copy tranflation of the

commifTion or power of him honorable appearer, and the engroffed

hereof, for the fecurity of the money lenders, until the above-men-

tioned capital and interefls as aforefaid fhall be redeemed and paid off.

And there fliall be made of this act (as the honorable appearer in

his aforefaid quality conients) above and befides the above-mentioned

engroffed, IQOO authentic copies which fliall be of the fame force and

value and have the fame efFe£l as the engroffed one, under every one

of which copies fliall be placed a receipt of 1000 guilders Dutch cur-

rent money, either on name or in blank, at the choice of the money
lenders, to be figned by him honorable appearer, and which receipts

fnall be refpedively numbered from No. 1 to 1000 inclufive, and coun-

terfigned by above-mentioned gentlemen diredors, and duly atteflcd

by me, notary, as a teffimony that no more than 1000 obligations are

numbered in virtue of this act. All which authentic copies, with the

receipts thereunder placed, fliall at the redeeming of the capital, be re-

ftored bv the bearers.

On failure of prompt payment, as Avell as of the capital, as of the

interefts at the appointed periods, the capital or refidue thereof may be

demanded by the gentlemen direftors in behalf of the money lenders,

who fliall be then interefted therein, and the aforefaid principals and

committents of him, honorable appearer, fhall in that cafe be held and

bound to redeem and difcharge immediately in one fum the remaining

capital with the interefts and cliarges.

For the accomplifliment and performance of all the above written,

the honorable appearer binds in his aforefaid quality, and thus in the

names and on the part of the above-mentioned United States of Ame-
rica, the faid United States of America jointly and each of them in

particular, together with all their lands, chatties, revenues and pro-

ducts, together with impofls and taxes already laid and railed in the

fame, or in time to come to be laid and railed, and thus of all the

United States of America jointly and of each of the fame in particu-

lar for the wliole.

He the honorable appearer renouncing, in the names as above, for

that purpofe exprefsly benefcium divisionis, as likewife de duubus vel
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pluribus reis dchendl^ fig-ni tying a retribution of debts, and that when

two or more are indebted, each of them can fatisfy with the payment

of their portion ; the hon. appearcr promiGng" in his aforefaid quality,

never to have recourfe to the faid or to any other evalions whatfoever.

This being pafled (after traniiation into Englilh was made hereof,

and which likewife is figned by the honorable appearer, and depofitcd

in the cuftody of me the faid notary) within Amfterdam aforefaid, in

the prefence of

GiDir>N Victor et ? -^ /r
^, T.„ > witneiies.

• CoRNhLIS MaRCHANT, ^

(Signed) P. G. Van Holij:, Notary.

Coll :

Faithfully tranflated from the Dutch, Amfterdam, this 17th day

of June, 1782.

Joannes Vergeel, L. Son.

No. 1

.

Sworn Tranflator.

There are four others of the fame tenor and date, numbered 2, 3,

4, 5, making in the whole 5,000,000 guilders ; and each of the faid

contrads is ratified by Congrefs.

PAPER No. VII.

- To the United States in Congrefs affembled.

The address and petition of the officers of the army of the United States,

Humbly Sheweth,
That we, the officers of the army of the United States, in behalf

of ourfelves and our brethren the foldiers, beg leave, with all proper

deference and refpeft, freely t:> ftate to Congrefs, the fuprerae power
of the United States, the great diftrefs under which we labour.

At this period of the war it is with peculiar pain we find ourfelves

conftrained to addrefs your auguft body, on matters of a pecuniary na-

ture. We have ftruggled with our difficulties, year after year, under
the hopes that each would be the lafl: ; but we have been difappointed.

We find our embarraffnients thicken fo faft, and have become fo com-
plex, that many of us are unable to go further. In this exigence wc
apply t© Congrefs for relief as our head and fovereign.

To prove that our hardfhips are exceedingly difproportionate to

thofe of any other citizens of America, let a recurrence be had to the

pay-mafter's accounts, for four years paft. If to this it fliould be ob-
jected, that the refpeftive flates have made fettlements and given fe-

curities for the pay due, for part of that time, let the prefent value of
thofe nominal obligations be afcertained by the monied men, and they-

will be found to be worth little indeed ; and yet, trifling as they are,

many have been under the fad neceffity of parting with them, to pre-

vent their families from actually ftarving.

We complain that (l^idows have been offered to us while the fub-

ftance has been gleaned by others.

Our fituation compels us to fearch for the caufe of our extreme po-
verty. The citizens murmur at th. greatnefs of their taxes, and are

aftonifhed that no part reaches the array. The numerous demands,
which are between the flrft colledors and the foldiers, fwallow up the
whole.
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Our difirelTes are now brought to a point. We have borne all that

men can bear—our property is expended—our private refources are at

an end, and our friends are wearied out and dil";2;ufted with our incef-

fant applications. We, therefore, moft ferioufly and earneftly beg,

that a fupply of money may be forwarded to the army as foon as pof~

fible. The uneafinefs of the foldiers, for want of pay, is great and
dangerous ; any further experiments on their patience may have fatal

effefts.

The promifed fubfiflence or ration of provifions, confilled of certain

articles fpecined in kind and quantity. This ration, without regard,

that we can conceive, to the health of the troops, has been frequently

altered, as ncceffity or conveniency fuggefted, generally lofing by the

change fome part of its fubflance. On an average, not more than

leven or -i^oths have been iffued ; the retained parts were, for a fliort

time, paid for ; but the bufinefs became troublefome to thofe who were

to execute it. For this, or 'fome other reafons, all regard to the dues

as they refpecled the foldiers, has been difcontinued (now and then a

trifling gratuity excepted.) As thefe dues refpefted the officers, they

were compenfated during one year and part of another, by an extra

ration ; as to the retained rations, the account for feveral years remains

unfettled ; there is a large balance due upon it, and a confiderable fum
for that of forage.

The clothing was another part of the foldiers hire. The arrearages

on that fcore, for the year 1777, were paid off in continental money,

when the dollar was worth about four-pence ; the arrearages for the

following years are unliquidated, and we apprehend fcarcely thought

of but by the army. Whenever there has been a real v/ant of means,

any defeft in fyftem, or negleft in execution, in the departments of the

army, we have invariably been the fufterers, by hunger and nakednefs,

and by languiHiing in an hoipital.

We beg leave to urge an immediate adjudment of all dues ; that as

great a part as poffible be paid, and the remainder put on fuch a foot-

ing as will refiiore cheerfulnefs to the army, revive confidence in the

juftice and generofity of its confiituents, and contribute to the very

defirable effecl of re-eftablifhing public credit.

We are grieved to find that our brethren, who retired from fervice

on half-pay, under the refolution of Congrefs in 1780, are not only

deftitute of any efFeclual provifion, but are become the objects of ob-

loquy. Their condition has a very difcouraging afpect on us, who
muft fooner or later retire, and from every confideration of juftice,

gratitude and policy, demands attention and redrefs.

We regard the aft of Congrefs refpefting half-pay, as an honorable

and juft recompenfe for feveral years hard fervice, in which the health

and fortunes of the officers have been worn down and exhaufted. We
fee with chagrin the odious point of view in which the citizens of too

many of the ftates endeavour to place the men entitled to it. We
hope, for the honor of human nature, that there are none fo hardened

in the fin of ingratitude, as to deny the juftice of the reward. We
have reafon to believe that the objedion generally is againft the mode

only. To prevent therefore, any altercations and diftinftions which

may tend to injure that harmony which we ardently defire may reign
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throughout t!ie community, we are willing to commute the half-pay

pledged, for full pav for a certain number of years, or for a fum in

grofs, as fliall be agreed to by the committee fent with this addrefs.

And in this we pray, that the difabled officers and Ibldicrs, with the

widows and orphans of thofe who have expended or may expend their

lives in the fervice of their country, may be fully comprehended.

We alfo bfg, that fome mode may be pointed ou£ for the eventual

payment of thofe foldiersAvho are the fubjefts of the refolution of Gon-
grefs of the 15th May, 1778.

To the reprefcntation now made, the army have not a doubt that

Congrefs will pay all that attention which the ferious nature of it re-

quires. It would be criminal in the officers to conceal the general

dilTatisfaftion which prevails, and is gaining ground in the army, from

the prefTure of evils and injuries, which, ih the courfe of feven long-

years, have made their condition in many inftances wretched. They
therefore entreat, that Congrefs, to convince the army and the world

that the independence of America fliall not be placed on the ruin of

any particular clafs of her citizens, will point out a mode for immedi-
ate redrefs.

H. Knox, M. General, "^

Tohn Patterfon, B- General, I ^ r ^i n/r /r i

•I ^ /-. 1 1 ! on part ot the Mallachu-
J. Greaton, Colonel, ^
John Crane, Colonel,

H. Maxwell, Lieut. Colonel, J

fetts line.

J. Huntington, B. General, "^

H. Swift, Colonel, ! on part of the Conne6licut

Samuel, B. Webb, Colonel,
|

line.

Eben. Huntington, Lieut. Col. J
P. Cortlandt, Colonel, ^ on part of the N. York line.

John N. Cummings, Lieut. Col. )> on part of the N. Jerfey line.

,,.•,,. c ^ Tv/r • ? on part of the New- Hamp,
v\ ilham Scott, Major, ?- n v

' J '
^ Ihire line.

-rxr T? /!• TT r -^ 1 c ? on part of the general hof-
vV. Jiuitis, Molpital burgeon, > ^

- ,
°

Mofes Hazen, Brigadier-general.

Cantonments, Hudfon's River, December, 1782.

PAPER No. VIIL
A letter, of the 1 2th, and one of the 1 8th March lafl, from the com-

mander in chief, with the papers accompanying them, relative to the

proceedings of the army in confequence of certain anonimous papers.

"sir,
" IT is with Inexpreffible concern I make the following report to

your excellency :—.Two days ago anonimous papers were circulated in

the army, requefting a general meeting of the officers on the next day.

A copy of one of thefe papers is enclofed. No. 1.

" About the fame time another anonimous paper, purporting to be

an addrefs to the officers of the army, was handed about in a clandef-

tine manner—A copy of thi? js marked No. 2.
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" To prevent any precipitate and dangerous refolutions from being'

taken at this perilous moment, wliile the paffions were all inflamed ;

as foon as theie things came to my knowledge, the next morning, 1

ilTued the encloied order, No. 3. And in this iituation the matter now
relts.

" Since writing the foree;oing, another anonimous paper has been

put in circulation, a copy oi' which is enclofed, No. 4.

(No. 1.)

A meeting of the general and field ofiicers is requeued at the pub-

lic building, on Tuefday next, at 1 1 o'clock. A cornmiiTioned officer

from each company is expected, and a delegate from the medical llaff.

The objecl of this convention, is to conlldcr the late letter from our

reprefentatives in Philadelphia, and what meafures (if any) fhould be

adopted, to obtain that redrefs of grievances which they feem to have

folicited in vain.

(No. 2.)

To the OJicers of the Armj.
GKNTLE5IEN,

A fellow foldicr, whofe intereil and afleilions bind him ftrongiy to

you, whofe pafl fnfferings have been as great, and whofe future for-

tune maybe as defperate as yours—would beg leave to addrefs you.

Age has its claims, and rank is not v/itliout its pretenfions to advife :

but, though unfnpported by both, he flatters himfelf, that the plain

language of fmcerity and experience will neither be unheard nor unre-

garded.

Like many of you, he loved private life, and left it with regret. He
left it, determined to retire from the lield, with the necellity that cal-

led him to it, and not till then—Not till the enemies of his country,

the flaves of power, and the hirelings of injuftice, were compelled to

abandon their fchemes, and acknowledge America as terrible in arms
as flie had been humble in remonflrance. With this object in view,

he has long fliared in your toils and mingled in your dangers.-^—He has

felt the cold hand of poverty without a murmur, and has feen the in-

folence of wealth without a iigh.—But, too much under the diretlion

of his wiflies, and fometimes weak enough to miRake defire for opinion,

he has till lately—very lately believed in the juftice of his country.

He hoped, that as the clouds of adverfity fcattered, and as the funOiine

of peace and better fortune broke in upon us, the coldnefs andfeveri-

ly of government would relax, and that, more than juftice, that gra-

titude would blaze forth upon thofe hands, which had upheld her, in

thedarkeft ftages of her pafTage, from impending fervitude to acknow-
ledged independence. But faith has its limits as well as temper, and
there are points beyond which, neither can be ftretched, without fink-

ing into cowardice or plunging into credulity.—This, my friends, I

conceive to be your fituation.—Hurried to the very verge of both, an-

other ftep would ruin you forever.—To be tame and unprovoked when
injuries prefs hard upon you, is more than weaknefs ; but to look up
for kinder ufage, without one jnanly effort of your own, would fix your

characlcr, and Ihew th« world how richly youdeferve thole chains you
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broke. To guard againft this evil, let us take a review of tbe ground

upon which we now Itund, and from thence carry our thoughts torward.

for a moment, Into the unexplored field of expedient.

After a purfuit of feven long years, the object for which we fet out

is at length brought within our reach.—Yes, my friends, that fuffer-

ing courage of yours v/as aclive once—it has conducted the United

States of America through a doubtful and a bloody war. It has pla-

ced her in the chair of independency, and peace returns again to

blefs whom ?—A country willing to redrefs your wrongs, cherifh

vonr worth and reward your fervices, a country courting your return

to private life, with tears of gratitude and fniiles of admiration, long-

ing to divide with you that independency which your gallantry has

given, and thofe riches which your wounds have preferved ? Is this the

cafe ? Or is it rather, a country that tramples upon your rights, dif-

dains your cries and infults your diftreffes ? Have you not, more than

once fuggefted your wilhes, and made known your wants to Congrefs ?

Wants and wifnes which gratitude and policy fliould have anticipated,

rather than evaded. And have you not lately, in the meek language

of entreating memorials, begged from their juflice, what you would no

longer expecl from their favour? How have you been anfwered ? Let

the letter which you are called to coniider to-morrow make reply.

If this, then, be your treatment, while the fwords you wear are ne-

celTary for the defence of America, what have you to expedl from

peace, when your voice fliall fink, and your ftrength diffipate by divi-

fion ? When thofe very fwords, the inftruments and companions of your

glory, fliall be taken from your fides, and no remaining mark of mili-

tary diftinftion left but your wants, infirmities and fears ? Can you

then confent to be the only fufferers by this revolution, and retiring

from the field, grow old in poverty, wretchednefs and contempt ? Can

you confent to wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe the

miferablc remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been

fpent in honor!—If you can

—

go—and carry with you, the jeft of

tories and the fcorn of whigs—the ridicule, and what is worfe, the pity

of the world. Go, ftarve, and be forgotten I But, if your fpirit fhould

revolt at this ; if you have fenfe enough to difcover, and fpirit enough

to oppofe tyranny under whatever garb it may affume ; whether it be

the plain coat of republicanifm, or the fplendid robe of royalty ; if you

have yet learned todifcriminate between a people and a caufe, between

men and principles—-awake ; attend to your fituation and redrefs

yourfelves. If the prefent moment be loft, every future effort is in

vain ; and your threats then, will be as empty as your intreaties now.

I would advife you, therefore, to come to fome final opinion upon

what you can bear, and what you will fuffer. If your determination

be in any proportion to your wrongs, carry your appeal trom the juf-

tice, to the fears of government. Change the milk-and-water ftyle of

your lafl: memorial ; alTume a bolder tone—decent, but lively, fpirited

and determined, and fufpedl the man who would advife to more mode-

ration and longer forbearance. Let two or three men, who can feel

as well as write, be appointed to draw up your laft remonftrance ; for,

I would no longer give it the fueing, foft, unfuccefsful epithet of me-

morial. Let it be reprefented in language that will neither diflionour
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you by its rudenefs, nor betray you by its fears, what has been pro-

mlfed by Congrefs, and what has been performed—how long and how
patiently you have luffered—how little you have aiked, and how much
of that little has been denied. Tell them that, though you were the

firft, and would wifli to be the lall to encounter danger : though defpair

itfelf can never drive you into diflionour, it may drive you from the

field : that the wound often irritated, and never healed, may at length

become incurable ; and that the flighteft mark of indignity from Con-
grefs now, muft operate like the grave, and part you for ever : that

in any political event, the army has its alternative. If peace, that

nothing fhall feparate you from your arms but death : if war, that

courting the aufpices, and inviting the direiStion of your illuftrious

leader, you will retire to fome unfettled country, fmile in your

turn, and " mock when their fear cometh on." But let it reprefent

alfo, that fliould they comply with the requefl of your late memorial,

it would make you more happy and them more refpedtable. That
while war fliould continue, you would follow their ftandard into the

field, and when it came to an end, you would withdraw into the fhade

of private life, and give the world another fubjecl of wonder and ap-

plaufe ; an army vidorious over its enemies—vidlorious over itfelf.

(No. 3.)

GENERAL ORDERS,
Hcad-^(artersy Neivburgh, Tuesday^ March 11, 1783.

The commander in chief, having heard that a general meeting of

the officers of the army was propofed to be held this day at the new
building,in ananonimous paper which was circulated yelterday by fome

unknown perfon, conceives, although he is fully perfuaded that the

good fenfe of the officers would induce them to pay very little atten-

tion to fuch an irregular invitation, his duty, as well as the reputation

and true intereft of the army, requires his difapprobation of fuch dif-

orderly proceedings. At the fame time he requefts the general and

field-officers with one officer from each company, and a proper repre-

I'entation from the ftaff of the army, will aifemble at 12 o'clock ou

Saturday next, at the new building, to hear the report of the commit-

tee of the army to Congrefs. After mature deliberation, they will

devife what further meafures ought to be adopted as moif rational and

beft calculated to attain the juft and important objeft in view. The
fenior officer in rank, prefent, will be pleafed to preiide, and report the

refult of the deliberations to the commander in chief.

(No. 4.)

To the Officers of the Arynj.

GENTLEMEN,
The author of a late addrefs, anxious to deferve, though he Hiould

fail to engage your elleem ; and determined, at every rifque, to unfold

your duty, and difcharge his own, would beg leave to folicit the fur-

ther indulgence of a few moments attention. Aware of the coynefs

with which his laft letter would be received, he fells himfelf neither

difappointed nor difpleafed with the caution it has met. Ye well knew

that it fpoke a language, which till now, had been heard only in whif-

pers, and that it contained fome fentlrnents which confidence iticlt
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would have breathed with diftrufl. But their lives have been fliort,

and their obfcrvations impcrtert indeed, who have yet to learn that

alarms may be fall'e ; that the beft dcfigns are fometimes obliged to

affume the word afpe£l ; and that, however fynonimous furprize and

difafter may be in military phrafe, in moral and political meaning, they

convey ideas as different as they are diftincl.

Sufpicion, detellable as it is in private life, is the lovelieft trait of

political characlers. It prompts you to enquiry, bars the door againfl

defign, and opens every avenue to truth. It was the firfl to oppofe a

tyrant here, and ftill (lands centinel over the liberties of America.

With this belief, it would illy become me to ftifle the voice of this ho-

nefl guardian ; a guardian, who, authorized by circumflances digelled

into proof, has herfelf given birth to the addrefs you have read, and

now goes forth among you, with a requeft to all, that it may be treat-

ed fairly ; that it be confidered before it be abufed, and condemned
before it be tortured ; convinced that in a fearch after error, truth

will appear, that apathy itfelf will grow warm in the purfuit, and though

it M'ill be the laftto adopt her advice, it will be the firllto act upon it.

The general orders of yefterday, which the weak may miftake for

difapprobation, and the defigning dare to reprefent as fuch, wears, in

my opinion, a very different complexion, and carries with it a very op-

polite tendency. Till now the commander in chief has regarded the

fteps you have taken for redrefs, with good wifhes alone. His often-

fible {ilence has authorized your meetings, and his private opinion has

fandifiedyour claims. Had he diiliked the object in view, would not

the fame fenfe of duty which forbade you from meeting on the third

day of the week, have forbidden you from meeting on the feventh ? Is

not the fame fubjecl held up for your difcuffion ? and has it not paf-

fed the feal of office, and taken all the folemnity of an order ? This
will give fyftem to your proceedings, and ftability to your refolves. It

will ripen fpeculation into faft, and while it adds to the unanimity,

it cannot poffibly leffen the independency of your fentiments. It may
be neceffary to add, upon this fubjeft, that, from the injunftion with
which the general orders clofe, every man is at liberty to conclude

that the report to be made to head-quarters is intended for Congrefs.

Hence will arife another motive for that energy which has been recom-
mended : for, can you give the lie to the pathetic defcriptions of your

'reprefentations, and the more alarming predictions of our friends ? To
fuch as make a want of fignature an objection to opinion, I reply, that

it matters very little who is the author of fentiments Avhich grow out
of your feelings, and apply to your wants ; that in this inftance, diffi-

dence fuggefted, what experience enjoins ; and that while I continue

to move on the high road of argument and advice, which is open to

all, I fliall continue to be the fole confident of my ov,-n fecret. But,

ftiould the time come, Avhen it fliall be neceffary to depart from this

general line, and hold up any individual among you as an object of the

refentment or contempt of the reft, I thus publicly pledge my honor
as a foldier, and veracity as a man, that I will then alTume a vifible

exiftence, and give ray name to the army, with as little referve as I

now give my opinions.

Vol. VIII. Z
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Head-Barters, Neivburgh, March 18, 1783.

SIR,

The refult of the proceedings of the grand convention of the offi-

cers, which I have the honor of enclofing to your excellency for the

infpedlion of Congrefs, will, 1 flatter myfelf, be confidered as the laft

glorious proof of patriotifm which could have been given by men who
afpired to the diftinclion of a patriot army ; and will not only confirm

their claim to the juftice, but will increafe their title to the gratitude

of their country.

Having feen the proceedings on the part of the army terminate with

perfect unanimity, and in a manner entirely confonant to my wifhes
;

being impreffed with the livelieft fentiments of afFeclion for thofe who
have fo long, fo patiently, and fo cheerfully fuflfered and fought under

my immediate direction ; having from motives of juftice, duty andgra-
titude, fpontanioufly offered myfelf as an advocate for their rights

;

and having been requefted to write to your excellency, earneftly en-

treating the moft fpeedy decifion of Congrefs upon the fubje£ls of the

late addrefs from the army to that honorable body ; it now only re-

mains for me to perform the talk I have affumed, and to intercede in

their behalf, as I now do, that the fovereign power will be pleafed to

verify the prediftions I have pronounced of, and the confidence the

army have repofed in the juftice of their country.

And here I humbly conceive it is altogether unneceffary (while I

am pleading the caufe of an army which have done and fuffered more
than any other army ever did in the defence of the rights and liberties

of human nature) to expatiate on their claims to the moft ample com-
penfation for their meritorious fcrvices, becaufe they are perfeclly

known to the whole world, and becaufe, (although the topics are inex-

hauftible) enoxigh has already been faid on the fubjeft. To prove

thefe affertions, to evince that my fentiments have ever been uniform,

and to fliew what my ideas of the rewards in queftion have always

been, I appeal to the archives of Congrefs, and call on thofe facred

depofits to witnefs for me. And in order that my obfervations and

arguments in favour of a future adequate provifion for the officers of

the army may be brought to remembrance again, and confidered in

a iingle point of view without giving Congrefs the trouble of having

recourfe to their files, I will beg leave to tranfmit herewith an extraft

from a i-eprefentation made by me to a committee of Congrefs, fo long-

ago as the 29th of January, 1778, and alfo the tranfcript of a letter to

theprefident of Congrefs, dated near PafTaick-Falls, October 1 1, 1780.*

* Extract from a Representation made by the Commander in Chief to

a Committee of Congress at the Ar7njy 29th January, 1778.

GENTI-EMEN,
" THE numerous defeiEls in our prefent military eftablifliment, render-

ing many reformations and many new arrangements abfolutelyneceffary,

and Congrefs having been pleafed to appoint you a committee, in concert

with me, to make and recommend fuch as fhall appear eligible, in pur-

fuance of the various objecls expreffed in their refolution for that pur-

pofe ;

—

I have in the following- {l)eet3 briefly delivered my fentiments
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That in the critical and perilous moment when the laft mentioned
communication was made, there was the iitmofl: danger a diffolution of

the army would have taken place, unlefs measures Hmihir to thoTe re-

commended had been adopted, will not admit a doubt. That the

adoption of the refolution, granting half-pay for life, has been attended

with all the happy confequences I had foretold, fo far as refpefted the

good of the fervice, let the aftonifhing contrail between tlie ftiite of

the army at this inftant, and at the former period, determine. And
that the eftablifhmcnt of funds, and fecurity of the payment of all the

jutt demands of the army, will be the moft certain means of preferving

upon fuch of them as feemed to me moft effential, fo far as obfervatioH

has fuggefted and leifure permitted. Thefe are fiibmitted to confide-

ration, and I (liall be happy if they are found conducive to remedying
the evils and inconveniencies we are now fubject to, and putting the
army upon a more refpedlable footing. Something muft be done

;

important alterations mufl: be made ; neceflity requires that our re-

fources fliould be enlarged and our fyftem improved ; for without it,

if the diffolution of the army fliould not be the confequence, at leaft,

its operations muft infallibly be feeble, languid and inefFeclual.

" As I confider a proper and fatisfaclory provifion for officers, in a
manner as the baiis of every other regulation and arrangement ne-
ceffary to be made ; fince without officers no army can exift, and un-
lefs fome meafures be devifed to place thofe of ours in a more defirable

fituation, few of them would be able, if willing to continue in it I
fhall begin with a few reflections tending to prove the neceffity of a
half-pay and penfionary eftablifliment.

" A fmall knowledge of human nature will convince us that with
far the greateft part of mankind, intereft is the governing principle,

and that almoft every man is more or lefs under its influence. Mo-
tives of public virtue may for a time, or in particular inftauces, actuate
men to tiie obfervance of a conduft purely difmterefted, but thev are

not of themfelves fufficient to produce a perfevering conformity to the
refined diftates and obligations of focial duty ; feAv men are capable
of making a continuel facrifice of all views of private intereft or ad-
vantage, to the common good : it is in vain to exclaim againft the
depravity of human nature on this account—the faft is fo, the expe-
rience of every age and nation has proved it, and we muft in a great
meafure change the conftitution of man, before we can make it other-
wife ; no inftitution not built on the prefumptive truths of thefe max-
ims, can fucceed.

" We find them exemplified in the American officers, as well as in
all other men. At the commencement of the difpute ; in the firft ef-

fufions of their zeal, and looking iipon the fervice to be only tempo-
rary, they entered into it without paying any regard to pecuniary or
felfifli conliderations ; but finding its duiation to be much longer than
they at firft fufpefted, and that, inftead of deriving any advantage from
the hardfhips and dangers to v.'hich they were expofed, they, on the
contrary, were lofers by their patriotifm, and fell far fliort even of a
competency to fupply their wants, they have gradually abated in their
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the national faltli and future tranquility of this extenfive continent, is

my decided opinion.

By the preceding remarlcs, it will readily be imagined, that inftead

of retracting and reprehending (from farther experience and refleclion)

the mode of compenfation fo flrcnuoudy urged in the enclofures, I am
more and more conHrmed in the fentiment, and if in the wrong, fuf-

fer me to pleafe myfelf with the grateful delufion.

For if, befides the fimple payment of their wages, a further com-
penfation is not due to the fufferings and facrifices of the officers, then

have I been miftaken indeed. If the whole army have not merited

ardor ; and w^ith many an entire difinclination to the fervlce, under its

prefent circumftances, has taken place. To this, in an eminent degree,

mud be afcribed the frequent refignations daily happening, and the

more frequent importunities for permiffion to refign, and from fome

officers of the greated merit ; to this alfo may be afcribed the apathy,

inattention and negiecpL of duty, which pervade all ranks, and which

will neceffarily continue and increafe, while an officer, inftead of gain-

ing any thing is impoveriflied by his commiluon, and conceives he is

conferring, not receiving a favour in holding it. There can be no fuf-

ficient tie upon men pofTeffing fuch fentiments ; nor can any method
be adopted to oblige thofe to a punclual difcharge of duty, who are

indifferent about their continuance in the fervice, and are often feek-

ing a pretext to difengage themfelves from it. Punifhment, in this

cafe, will be unavailing ; but when an officer's commllfion is made va-

luable to him, and he fears to lofe it, you may then exacl obedience

from him.
" It is not indeed confiftent with reafon or juftice, to expedl that

one fet of men fliould make a facrlfice of property, domeftic cafe and

happinefs, encounter the rigors of the field, the perils and viciffitudes

of war, to obtain thofe bleffings which every citizen will enjoy in com-

mon with them, without fome adequate compenfation. It muft alfo be

a comfortlefs reflection to any man, that after he may have contri-

buted to fecuring the rights of his country, at the rifque of his life

and the ruin of his fortune, there would be no provifion made to pre-

vent hlmfelf and family from finking into Indigence and wretchednefs.

Befides adopting fome methods to make the provifion for officers equal

to their prefent exigences, a due regard fliQuld be paid to futurity.

Nothing, in ray opinion, would ferve more powerfully to reanimate

their langui filing zeal, and intereft them thoroughly in the fervice,

than a half-pay and penlionary eflablifliment. This would not only

difpel the apprehenfion of perfonal diftrefs at the termination of the

war, from having thrown themfelves out of profeffions and employ-

ments they might not have it in their power to refume, but would in

a great degree relieve the painful anticipation of leaving their widows

and orphans a burthen on the charity of their country, fhould it be

their lot to fall in Its defence.

" 1 am earneft in recommending this meafure, becaufe I know it is

the general wifli and expeftation, and that many officers, whom, upon

every principle we (hould wifh to retain in the fervice, arc only wait-
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•whatever a grateful people can beftaw, then have I been beguiled by

prejudice, and built opinion on the bafis of error. If this country

Ihould not, in the event, perform every thing whicli has been requef-

ted in the late memorial to Congrefs, then will my belief become vain,

and the hope that has been excited, void of foundation. And if, (as

has been fuggefted for the purpofe of inflaming their palhons) the offi-

cers of the army " are to be the only fufferers by this revolution ; if

retiring from the field they are to grow old in poverty, wretchednefs

and contempt : if they are to wade through the vile mire of depen-

dency, and owe the miferable remnant of that life to charity, which

vag to fee whether fomething of the kind will, or will not take place,

to be determined in their refolution, either of (laying in or quitting

it immediately; and I urge my fentiments with the greater freedom,

becaufe I cannot and fliall not receive the fmalleft benefit from the

eflabliihment, and can have no other inducement for propoling it, than

a full conviction of its utility and propriety.

" I am fenfible, the expenie will be a capital obje<fi:ion to it, but to

this I oppofe the neceffity—the officers are now difcontented with

their utuation : if fome generous expedient is not embraced to remove

their difcontent, fo extenfive a defertion from the fervice will enfue,

and fo much difcouragement be call upon thofe who remain, as mufl

wound it in a very effential manner. Every thing that has this efFeft,

has a tendency at leaft^ to protrafl the war, and though dicflated by

a well intended frugality, will, I fear, in the end prove erroneous

tsconomy."

Extract of a Letter from General Washington to Congress, dated

Passaick Falls, lltb October, 1780.

" THAT there are the moft conclufive reafons for reducing the

number of regiments, no perfon acquainted with the lituation of our

affairs, and the (fate of the army, will deny. A want of officers, in-

dependent of other conliderations, were fufficient to compel us ; but
that the temper of the army, produced by its fufFerings, requires great

caution in any reforms that are attempted, is a pofition not lefs evi-

dent than the former. In fervices the befl eftabliQied, where the hands

of government are ftrengthened by the ftrongefl interefls of the army
to fubmiifion, the reducing of its regiments, and difmiffing a great

part of its ofHcers is always a meafure of diffi.culty and delicacy. In
ours, where the officers are held by the feeblefl ties, and are mouldering
away by daily refignations, it is peculiarly fo. The lafl reduftlon oc-

caiioned many to quit the fervice befides thofe who were reformed,

and left durable feeds of difcontent among thofe who remained. The
general topic of declamation was, that it was as hard as didionourable

for men, who had made every facrifice to the fervice to be turned out
of it at the pleafure of thofe in power, without an adequate compen-
fation. In the maturity to which their uneafinefTes have now arifen,

from a continuance in mifery, they will be (fill more impatient under
an attempt of a fimilar nature. How far thefe difpofitions may be
reafonable, I pretend not to decide, but in the extremity to which wc
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has hitherto been fpent in honor," then fiiall I have learned what in-

gratitude is, then fliall I have realized a tale which will embitter every

moment of my future life.

But I am under no fuch apprehenfions ; a couptry refcued by their

arms from impending ruin, will never leave unpaid the debt of grati-

tude.

Should any intemperate or improper warmth have mingled Itfelf

among the foregoing obfervations, I muff entreat your excellency and

Congrefs, it may be attributed to the efFufion of an honefl: zeal in the

bed of caufes, and that my peculiar fituation may be my apology ; and

are arrived, policy forbids us to add new irritations ; too many of the

officers wifh to get rid of their commiflions, but they are unwilling to

be forced into it.

It is not the intention of thefe remarks to difcourage a reform, but

to fhew the neceffity of guarding againft the ill efFedls by an ample

provifion, both for the officers who flay, and for thofe who are reduced.

This fhould be the baiis of the plan, and, without It 1 apprehend the

moft mifchievous confequences, this would obviate many fcruples that

will otherwife be found prejudicial in the Extreme. I am convinced

Congrefs are not a little ftraitned in the means of a prefent provifion^

fo ample as to give fatisfa£lion, but this proves the expediency of a fu-

ture one, and brings me to that which I have fo frequently recommend-

ed as the moll ceeonomical, the mod politic and the moft cffeftual that

could be devifed, a half-pay for life : fupported by aprofpe£i of a per-

manent dependence, the officers would be tied to the fervice, and would

fubmlj; to many momentary privations, and to the inconveniencies

•which the fituation of public affairs makes unavoidable. This is

exemplified in the Pennfylvania officers, v/ho, being upon this eftablifli-

ment, are fo much interefted in the fervice, that in the courfe of

months there has been only one relignation in that line.

" If the objeclion drawn from the principle of this meafure, being

incompatible with the genius of our government, is thought unfur-

mountable, 1 would propofe a fubftitute lefs eligible, in my opinion,

but which may anfvver the purpofe—It is, to make the prefent half-

pay for feven years whole pay foi- the fame period, to be advanced in

two different payments; one half in a year after the conclulion of

peace, the other half in two years fubfequent to the llrft.

" No objedion to this meafure occurs to me, except it be thought

too great an expenfe ', but in my judgment, whatever can give con-

fiftency to our military eflablifliment, will be ultimately favourable

to ojconomy. It is not eafy to be conceived, except by thofe who are

witnefTes to it, what an additional wafte and confumption of every

thing, and confequently what an increafe of expenfe, refults from the

laxnefs of difcipline in the army ; and where the officers think they

are doing the public a favour by holding their commiffions, and the

men are continually fluftuating, it is impoffible to maintain difcipline.

Nothing can to me be more obvious than that a found military efta-

blilhmentand the interefls of ceconomy are the fame : how much more
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I hope I need not, on this momentous occafion, make any new protef-

tations of dilintevedednefs, having ever renounced for myfelf the idea

of pecuniary reward. The confcioufnefs of having- attempted faith-

fiillv to diichar^je my duty, and the approbation of my country, will'be

a fufficient recompenfe for my fervices.

' I have the honor to be, 8cc. Sec.

George Washington.
His excellency the

prefident of Gongrefs.

the purpofes of the war will be promoted by it in other refpedls, will

not admit of an argument.
In reafoning upon the meafure of a future provifion, I have heard

gentlemen objeiSt the want of it in fome foreign armies, without ad-

verting to the difference of circumftances. The military ftate holds

the firft rank in moft of the countries of Europe, and is the road to

honor and emolument. ' The eftablifliment is permanent, and whate-

ver be an officer's provifion, it is for life, and he has a profeflion for

life ; he has future as well as prefent motives of military honor and
preferment ; he is attached to the fervice by the fpirit of the govern-

ment, by education, and in moft cafes by early habit ; his prefent con-

dition, if not fplendid, is comfortable
;
pentions, diftinftions and par-

ticular privileges, are commonly his rewards in retirement. In the

cafe of the American officers, military charafter has been fuddenly

taken up, and is to end with the war.

Gongrefs will herewith receive a lift of the officers in the New-
Hampfhirc, Maffachufetts, Gonnefticut, New-York, New-Jerfey,
Pennfylvania and Maryland lines, previous to its marching to the

fouthward ; alfo in Grane's and Lamb's artillery, Sheldon's horfe ; and
in Hazen's, Sherburn's, Spencer's and Livingfton's regiments, who
have aftually had their refignations entered at head-quarters in the

courfe of this year ; and who, in general, urg-ed their neceffities when
they applied on the fubjeft, and infifted, notwithftanding every per-

fuafion to induce their continuance, that their circumftances would not

admit of their remaining in fervice longer. Befides thofe refigna-

tions, there are a great many of which I have no certain account, as

the officers being permitted to go home on furlough in the courfe of

the laft winter, have never rejoined the army, and have only fent mef-

fages, or written to their regimental officers, that their own diftreffes

and thofe of their families, would not permit their return. As to the

refignations which have taken place in the Virginia line and the other

troops at the fouthward, fince they were a£tlng in that quarter, I have
no account of them, but I make no doubt that many have happened.

All thefe ferve to fliew the neceffity of fome more competent eftablifli-

ment than the prefent one ; and I hold it my duty to mention, from
the accounts I daily receive, unlefs this is the cafe, that I have ftronr>-

reafons to believe we ftiali not be able to retain, after the end of the

campaign, as many officers, efpeclally in fome lines, as will be even
fufficient for the com.mon duties when in quarters. If matters fortu-
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(No. 5.)

Cantonment, I5fb March, 1783.

The officers of the army being convened agreeably to a general or-

der of the 11th inllant, the hon. major-general Gates, prefident, his

excellency the commander in chief was pleafed to addrefs the meeting
as follows :

GENTLEMEN,
By an anonimous fummons, an attempt has been made to convene

yon together. How inconfiftent with the rules of propriety, how un-

military and how fubverfive of all order and difcipline, let the good

fenfe of the army decide.

In the moment of this fummons, another anonimons produ£\ion was
fent into circulation, addrelTed more to the feelings and paffions than

to the reafon and judgment of the army. The author of the piece is

entitled to much credit for the goodnefs of his pen ; and I could wilh

he had as much credit for the reclitude of his heart ; for, as men fee

through different optics, and are induced by the reflecting faculties of

the mind, to ufe different means to attain the fame end, the author of

the addrefs fhould have had more charity than to mark for fufpicion

the man who fliould recommend moderation and longer forbearance,

or, in other words, who fi)ould not think as he thinks, and act as he ad-

vifes. But he had another plan in view, in which candor and libera-

lity of fentiment, regard to jnftice and love of country,have no part

;

and he v.^as right to infmuate the darkeft fufpicion to effedl the black-

eft defign. That the addrefs is drawn with great art, and is defigned

to anfwer the raoft infidious purpofes ; that it is calculated to imprefs

the mind with an idea of premeditated injullice in the fovereign power

of the United States, and roufe ail thofe refentments which muft una-

voidably flow from fuch a belief ; that the fecret mover of this fcheme,

whoever he may be, intended to take advantage of the paffions, while

they were warmed by the recollection of paft diftreffes, without giving

time for cool, deliberate thinking ; and that compofure of mind which

is fo neceffarj' to give dignity and ftability to meafures, is rendered too

obvious, by the mode of conducting the bufinefs, to need other proof

than a reference to the proceeding.

Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought It incumbent on me to ob-

nately fliould not proceed to the lengths my fears forebode, yet Congrefs

will be fenfible at the firll view, of the injuries and great inconveni-

encies which muft attend fuch a continual change of officers and con-

fequent promotions, which are and will be inevitable.

" After having exhibited this view of the prefent flate of the ar-

my, it is almoft needlefs to add that, excepting in the rank of field of-

cers, and a very few captains, we fhall have new officers to provide,

rather than old ones to difband at the reduftion of regiments ; and

how they are to be had I know not, no difpofition having been difco-

vered of late to enter the fervice. Congrefs have little to apprehend

on account of the expenfe of fupcrnunierary officers when this event

takes place."
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ferve to you, to fhew upon what principles I oppofed the irregular

and hafty meeting which was propofed to have been held on Tuefday
laft, and not becaufe I wanted a difpofition to give you every oppor-

tunity, confiRent with your own honor, and the dignity of the army,

to make known your grievances. If my conduft heretofore has not

evinced to you, that I have been a faithful friend to the army, my de-

claration of it at this time would be equally unavailing and improper.

But as I was among the firft wJio embarked in the caufe of our com-
mon country ; as I have never left your fide one moment, but when
called from you on public duty ; as I have been the conftant compani-

on and witnefs of your diftreffes, and not among the laft to feel

and acknowledge your merits ; as I have ever confidered my own mi-

litary reputation as infeparably connefted with that of the army ; as

my heart has ever expanded with joy when I have heard its praifes, and
my indignation has arifen when the mouth of detradlion has been
opended againft it, it can fcarcely be fuppofed, at this laft flage of the

war, that I am indifferent to its interefts. But how are they to be
promoted ? The way is plain, fays the anonymous addreffer. "If
•vvar continues, remove into the unfettled country ; there eftabliOi

yourfelves and leave an ungrateful country to defend itfelf."—But
who are they to defend ? Our wives, our children, our farms and
other property which we leave behind us ? or, in this flate of hoftile

Reparation, are we to take the two firft (the latter cannot be removed)
to perilli in a wlldernefs with hunger, cold and nakednefs ? " If peace
takes place, never flieath your fwords," fays he, " until you have ob-
tained full and ample juftice." This dreadful alternative of either

deferting our country in the extremeft hour of her dlftrefs, or turn-

ing our arms againft it, which is the apparent objedt, unlefs Congrefs
can be compelled into inftant compliance, has fomething fo fliocking

in it, that humanity revolts at the idea. My God ! what can this

writer have in view, by recommending fuch meafures ? Can he be a
friend to the army ? Can he be a friend to this country ? Rather is he
not an infidious foe ? Some emiffary, perhaps, from New-York, plot-

ting the ruin of both, by fowlng the feeds of difcord and feparation

between the civil and military powers of the continent ? and what a
compliment does he pay to our underftandings, when he recommends
meafures, in either alternative, imprafticable in their nature ? But,
here, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, becaufe It v.'ouid be as im-
prudent in me to affign my reafons for this opinion, as it would be in-

fulting to your conception to fuppofe you flood in need of them. A
moment's reflection will convince every dlfpaffionate mind of the phy-
iical ImpoffibUity of carrying either propofal into execution. There
might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking notice, in this ad-
drefs to you, of an anonymous produdion ;—but the manner in which
that performance has been introduced to the army, the effect it was
intended to have, together with fome other circumftances, will amply
juftify my obfervatlon on the tendency of that writing.

With refpedl to the advice given by the author, to fufpeft the man
who Ihall recommend moderate meafures and longer forbearance, I
fpurn it, as every man who regards that liberty and reveres that iuftice

for which we contend, undoubtedly muft ; for, if men are to be pre-
VoL. VIII. A 2
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eluded from offering their fentiments on a matter which may involve

the moft ierioiis and alarming confequences that can invite the con-

fideration of mankind, reafon is of no ufe to us. The freedom of

fpeecli may be taken away, and, dumb and filent, we may be led, like

fheep, to the {laughter. I cannot, in juftice to my own belief, and
wiiat I have great reafon to conceive is the intention of Gongrefs,

conclude this addrefs, without giving it as my decided opinion, that,

that honorable body entertain exalted fentiments of the fervices of

the army, and from a full convidion of its merits and fufFerings, will

do it complete juftice : that their endeavours to difcover and eftablifli

funds for this purpofe have been unwearied, and will not ceafe till

they have fucceeded, 1 have not a doubt.

But, like all other large bodies, where there is a variety of different

interefts to reconcile, their determinations are ilow. Why then fhould

vv^e diftruft them ? And, in coniequence of that diftruft, adopt meafures

which may cafi: a fhade over that glory which has been fo juRly ac-

quired, and tarnifli the reputation of an army which is celebrated

through all Europe for its fortitude and patriotifm ? And for what is

this done ? To bring the obied we feek nearer ? No, moft certainly,

in my opinion, it will caft it at a greater diftance. For myfelf, and

I take no merit in giving the affurancc, being induced to it from prin-

ciples of gratitude, veracity and juftice, a giateful fenfe of the confi-

dence you have ever placed in me, a recollection of the cheerful aflift-

ance and prompt obedience I have experienced from you, under every

viciffitude of fortune, and the fincere affedlion I feel for an army I

have fo long had the honor to command, will oblige me to declare, in

this public and folemn manner, that in the attainment of complete

juftice for all your toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every

wifli, fo far as may be done confiftently with the great duty I owe my
country, and thofe powers we are bound to reipect, you may freely

command my fervices to tlie utmoft extent of my abilities.

While I give you thefe affurances, and pledge myfelf in the moft

unequivocal manner, to exert whatever ability I am polteffed of in

your favour, let me entreat you, gentlemen, on your part, not to take

any meafures, which, viewed in the cahn light of reafon, will leffen the

dignity, and fully the glory you have hitiierto maintained.—Let me re-

queft you to rely on the plighted faith of your country, and place a

full confidence in the purity of the intentions of Congrefs ; that, pre-

vious to your diiTolution as an army, they will caufe all your accounts

to be fairly liquidated, as direfhed in the refolutions which were pub-

IKlied to you tvvo days ago ; and that they will adopt the moft effec-

tual meafures in their power to render ample juftice to you for your

faithful and meritorious fervices. And let me conjure you, in the name

of our common country, as you value your own facred honor, as you

refpeft the rights of humanity, and as you regard the military and na-

tional character of America, to exprefs your utmoft horror and detef-

tation of the man, who wiflies, under any fpecious pretences, to over-

turn the liberties of our country ; and who wickedly attempts to open

the flood-gates of civil difcord, and deluge our rifing empire in blood.

By thus determining, and thus afting, you will purfue the plain and

and direft road to the attainment of your wiflics
;
you will defeat the
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jnfidious defigns of our enemies, who arc compelled to refort from open
force to fecret artifice. You will give one more diftinguiflied proof of
unexampled patriotifm and patient virtue, riling fuperior to the pref-

fure of the moft complicated fiifferiiigs : and you will, by the dignity

of your conduft, afford occafion for pofterity to fay, when fpeaking of
the glorious example you have exhibited to manking(—" had this day
been wanting, the world had never feen the lail ftage of perfedtion to

•which human nature is capable of attaining." /

His excellency having withdrawn, on motion by general Knox, fc-

conded by general Putnam,
Resohedf That the unanimous thanks of the officers of the army be

prefented to his excellency the commander in chief, for his excellent

addrefs, and the communication he has been pleafed to make them
;

and that he be afl'ured that the officers reciprocate his affeclionate ex-
preffions, with the greatefl: fmcerity of which the human mind is ca-

pable.

The addrefs from the army to Congrefs—the report of the commit-
tee from the array—and the refolutions of Congrefs of 25th January, •

being read.

On motion by general Putnam, feconded by general Hand,
Voted, That a committee be appointed immediately to draw up fome

refolutions expreffive of the bufmefs before us, and to report in half
an hour ; that this committee confifl of one general-officer, one field-

officer and one captain ; and that general Knox, colonel Brooks and
captain Howard, compofe the faid committee.

The report of the committee being brought in, and fully confidered,

Resolved unanimously, That, at the commencement of the prefent
war, the officers of the American army engaged in the fervice of their

country from the pureft love and attachment to the rights and liber-

ties of human nature, which motives ftill exift in the highefl: deoTee
;

and that no clrcumllances of diftrefs or danger (hall induce a condudl
that may tend to fully the reputation and glory which they have ac-
quired, at the price of their blood and eight years faithful fervlces.

Resolved unanimously, That the army continue to have an unfliaken

confidence in the juftice of Congrefs and their country, and are fully

convinced that the reprefentatives of America will not difband or dif-

perfe the army until their accounts are liquidated, the balances accurate-
ly afcertalned, and adequate funds eftabliflied for payment, and, in this

arrangement, the officers expect that the half-pay, or a commutation of
it, fhould be efficacioufly comprehended.

Resolved unanimously, That his excellency the commander in chief
be requefled to write to his excellency the prefxdent of Congrefs, earn-
eftly entreating the moft fpeedy declfion of that honorable body, upon
the fubjedls of our late addrefs, which was forwarded by a committee
of the army, fome of whom are waiting upon Congrefs for the refult.

In the alternative of peace or war, this event would be highly fatif-

faftory, and would produce immediate tranquility in the minds of the
army, and prevent any further machinations of defining men, to fow
difcord between the civil and military powers of the United States.
On motion, Resohed unanimously. That the officers of the Ameri-

can army, view with abliorrence, and rejed with difdain, the infamous
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propofitions contained in a late anonymous addrefs to the officers of

the army ; and refent, with indignation, the fecret attempts of fome
unknown perfons to coUedl the officers together, in a manner totally

fubverfive of all difcipline and good order.

Resohcd unanimously^ That the thanks of the officers of the army
be given to the committee who prefented to Congrefs the late addrefs

of the army, for the wifdom and prudence with which they have con-

dueled that bufinefs ; and that a copy of the proceedings of this day

be tranfmitted by the prefident to major-general M'Dougall ; and that

he be requefled to continue his folicitations at Congrefs, until the ob-

jedls of his milfion are accompli (bed.

The meeting was then diffolved.

Horatio Gates, 3Iajor-General, President.

JIlONDjr, April 28, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Ofgood, Mr. Bland, Mr. Hamil-

ton, Mr. Madifon and Mr,. Peters, appointed to confer with the fu-

perintendant of finance refpefting his continuance in office, report,

" That they have confered with him accordingly ; and that the

fubftance of the conference was, on the part of Mr- Morris, as follows:

" That his continuance in office was highly injurious to his private

affairs, and contrary to his private inclinations ; but that he felt the

importance of the exertions necelTary to be made at the prefent junc-

ture., towards the rediiAion of the army in a manner fatisfactory to

them and convenient to the public ; that, therefore, if Congrefs fhould

think his fervices, towards effeding that object, of importance, and

ihould defire them, he wouM be ready to continue them till arrange-

ments for that purpofe could be made, and the engagements taken by

bim in confcquence, as well as thofe already entered into, could be

finall)'- completed ; that in this cafe he fliould hope for the fupport of

Congrefs :" whereupon,

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance be informed, that

Congrefs are of opinion the public fervice requires his continuance in

cffice till arrangements for the reduction of the army can be made,

and the engagements that fhall be taken by him in confequence, as

well as thofe already entered into, (hall be finally completed.

JVEDNESDAr, April 30, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Wilfon, feconded by Mr. Hamilton,

as follows :

" Whereas it is of importance in every free country, that the con-

diift and fentiments of thofe to whom the direction of public affairs is

committed, fliould be publicly known ; refolved, that in future the

doors of Congrefs fliall be open, unlefs otherwife ordered by a vote or

by the rules of the hou^fe."

A motion was made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. White,
to poftpone the foregoing motion, in order to confider the following :

" That as foon as Congrefs fhall have fixed on fome place where

they may propofe to continue their refidence, and where they may
liave fome kind of jurifdidion without being expofed to the influence
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of any particular ftate, it may be proper to determine whether the

doors of Congrefs (hall be open :"

And on the queftion for poftponing for the purpofe above-mentioned,

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Williamfon,

New-Hanipsh ire,

Massachusttts^

Rhode-Islandf

Connect icittf

Neiv-Torky

Neiv-Jerseyf

Pennsylvania,

Marylandf

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Higginsm,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. ^/a?!^,

Mr. y^. L«,
Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. /zarc/,

Mr. Gervais,

'^no

ay

So it paffed in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Wilfon, feconded by Mr. Hamil-

ton, to amend the original motion by ftriking out the words " unlefs

otherwife ordered by a vote, or by the rules of the houfe," and infert-

ing in lieu thereof, the words " fubjed to fuch rales as fliall be here-

after determined for that purpofe :"

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Hamilton,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-York,

New-Jersey,

Mr. White,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

no

no *- *

no

ay \,ay

ay

no

no

no

no

cy
J>

*

no \no
no 1

no
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Feimsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia.,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

]
t)'

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemslcv,
Mr. Bland,'

Mr. Havjhins,

Mr. Williamson,

PvTr. Rutledn-e,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So it paffed in the negative.

On the queftion to agree to the main queflion, the yeas and nays be-

ing required by Mr. Willon,

ay

ay
,

aj\

aj

no
f>

no
,

no
'

no

no y- no

no

I
3

Nenv-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

JRhcde-Islandf

Connecticut,

Nenv-York,

Nenv-Jcrsej,

Pennsylvania,

^Marylandf

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

noJ
no

,

no[

no f

710 )

"y J>

no's

no Ki
710 J
ay

no

no

ay

no

no

no

no

no

JIO

Mr. White, jio
J>

Mr. Holten, no~'\

Mr. Osgood, no
'

Mr. Gorhain,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. CoWins,

Mr. Arnold,

Mr. Elhvjorlh,

Mr. Dyer,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. 5/a;zfif,

Mr. Mercer,
Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So it paffed in the negative.

On a report of a committee, conHfling of Mr. Peters, Mr, Floyd

and Mr. Elllworth, to wliom was referred a letter of the 24th, from

colonel T. Tilghman :

Ordered, That the letter of Mr. Tilghman be referred to the fu-

pcrintendant of finance to take order thereon.

On the report of a committee, confifling of Mr. Williamfon, Mr,
Dyer and Mr. Condidt, to whom was referred a letter of the 22d from

the fuperintendant of finance, together with a memorial of J. D. Al-

vey :

Resolved, That the comptroller be directed to fettle the accounts of

Mr. John Durham Alvey, for money he is engaged to pay to certain

ay

divided.

}
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p.jfl-riders whom he was aiithoii-ieJ to hire at heail-quarters ; and that

the poft-mader-general be directed imniediati.:Iy to pay Mr, Alvey the

balance due on thofe accounts :

That the pcfl-mader-general be alfo diredled to pay to Mr. Alvcy

the balance due lilin for pay, as poft-nialter at head-quarters, as foon

as the revenue of the poft-office will admit of fuch difburfements, with

the interefl of fix per cent, from the time when t;his account fliall be

fettled.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hemfley, Mr. Haw-
kins and Mr. Fitzfnnmons, to whom was referred an account of John
Sandford Dart

:

Resolved, That the comptroller be, and he is hereby authorizv'id and

directed to adjufl the account of John Sandford Dart up to the 23d of

Aagull: laft, as auditor to the fouthern army, as he continued in fer-

vice lill that period.

On a report from the fuperintendant of finance, to whom was re-

ferred a letter of the 17th from Darius Stoddard :

Ordered^ That the commiflioner for fettling- the accounts of the

hofpital department, adjuft and liquidate thofe of Dr. Darius Stoddard*

Thvrsdat, May 1, 1783.

On motion of Mr. A. -Lee, feconded by Mr. Condi£l,

Resolvedy That when a member takes any paper from the files of

Congrefs, he fliall leave a receipt for the fame in the office.

A letter having been read from the minifter of France to the fecre-

tary for foreign affairs, requefting him to inform Congrefs of the pro-

pofed departure of the duke de Lauzun's legion and other detachments

of count Rochambeau's army for France ; and expreffing, with the

duke de Lauzun, the fenfe that he and the other officers and men of

this army entertain of the harmony Avhich has fubfifted between them
and the inhabitants of thefe ftates, and of the hofpltality with which.

they have been treated by them ;

Resolved, That the fecretary for foreign affairs inform the minifter

of France, that Congrefs learn with pleafure the fatisfaftion which
the duke de Lauzun, and the officers and men of the French army in

America exprefs, in the harmony which has fubfifted between them
and the inhabitants of thefe ftates, fince it exhibits at the fame time,

a ftrong proof of the good difpofition anddifcipline of the commanders,
officers and men, and the juft fenfe the people of this country entertaia

of the important fervices they have rendered.

As a further teftimony of which,
Resolved, That the fecretary for foreign affairs, inform the duke de

Lauzun, and the officers and men under his command, that the Uni-
ted States in Congrefs alTembled, are highly fenftble of their fuccefsful

exertions in the caufc of America, and of the ftri£l attention which
they have at all times paid to the rights of its citizens ; and while they
rejoice at the events which have brought tranquility to thefe ftates, it

adds to their pleafure, to refleft, that it reftores thofe who have been
aftive in procuring it to their friends and their country.
On tiie report of a Qomiuittee, confifting of Mr. Gorham, Mr.
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Fitzfimmons and Mr. Holten, to whom was referred a memorial from
Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Williamlon :

Ordered, That the fecretary for foreign affairs, forward to the Bri-

tifh general and admiral commanding at New-York, a copy of the pa-

pers laid before Congrefs by Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Williamfon, de-

legates from the ftate of North-Carolina, refpefting the capture of a

flag, that juftice may be done.

Congrefs, refumed the confideration of the report of the committee
on the memorial of Oliver Pollock ; whereupon.

On motion of Mr. Rutledge,

Hesohed, That Oliver Pollock be allowed 5000 dollars as a com-
penfation for his extraordinary fervices.

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re-committed.

On a report of the fecretary at war, to whom was referred a letter

from prefident Dickinfon to the delegates of Pennfylvania :

Resohed, That the fecretary at war take the moft effedlual niea-

fures to inform the feveral Indian nations, on the frontiers of the

United States, that preliminary articles of peace have been agreed on,

and hoftilities have ceafed with Great-Britain, and to communicate to

them that the forts within the United States, and in poiTcffion of the

Britilh troops, will fpeedily be evacuated ; intimating alfo that the

United States are difpofed to enter into friendly treaty with the dif-

ferent tribes ; and to inform the hollile Indian nations, that unkf.^

they immediately ceafe all hoftilities againfl; the citizens of thefe flates,

and accept of thefe friendly proffers of peace, Congrefs will take the

mofk decided meafures to compel them thereto.

Ordered, That the fecretary at v^ar tranfmit the proceedings of

Congrefs herein, with copies of prefident Dickinfon's and general Ir-

wine's letters, to the commander in chief and to the commillioners for

Indian affairs in the northern-department.

,@)«a»-

FRIBAT, May 2, 1783.

On the report of a committee, to whom was re-committed the re-

mainder of their report on the memorial of Oliver Pollock :

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance inform himfelf, as

foon as may be, whether the governor or treafurer of New-Orleans
hold the United States accountable for 74,087 dollars, fupplied by a

former governor to Oliver Pollock, and by him charged to thefe Uni-
ted States : that in the mean time no part of the balance Avhich (ball

appear to be due to the faid O. Pollock, over and above the aforefaid

fum of 74,087 dollars, Ihall be detained from him on account of the

refolution of the 7th day of November, 1781 ; and that the fuperin-

tendant of finance take order for payment of the faid balance, as foon

as the fituation of the finances will permit.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Bland, Mr. Hamil-

ton and Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a memorial of major Vil-

lefranche and captain L'Enfant, and a memorial of lieutenaiu-colonel

Cambray.
Resolved, That lieutenant-colonel Cambray, of the corps of engi-

neers, be promoted to the rank of colonel by brevet.

That major Villefranche, of the faid corps, be promoted to the rank
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of lieutenant-colonel by brevet ; and that captain L'Eiifant, of the

faid corps, be promoted to the rank of major by brevet.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. WiUbn :

" Whereas it is the defire of Congrefs, when the redudion of the

army fliall take place, to enable the officers and foldiers to return to

their refpeftive homes Avith convenience and fatisfadion ; for which
purpofe it will be indifpenfable to advance them a part of their pay
before they leave the field : and whereas, at the prefent junfture,

there are many other engagements for Avhich the public faith is pldge-

ed, and the pundlual performance of which is effential to the credit

of the United States ; neither of which important objeds can be ef-

fected without the vigorous exertions of the feveral ftates in the col-

leftion of taxes ; therefore,

Resolved, That the refpedive ftates be called upon in the moft earn-

ed manner to make every effort in their power to forward the collec-

tion of taxes, that fuch a fum may without delay be paid into the

common treafury, as will be adequate to the public exigencies ; and
that Congrefs confidently rely for an immediate and efficacious atten-

tion to the pj-efent requifition upon the difpofition of their conftituents,

not only to do juftice to thofe brave men who have fuffered and facri-

ficed fo much in the caufe of their country, and whofe diftreffes muft
be extreme, ffiould they be fent from the field without the payment
of a part of their well earned dues ; but alfo to enable Congrefs to

maintain the faith and reputation of the United States, both which
are ferioufly concerned in relieving the neceffities of a meritorious army,
and fulfilling the public ftipulations.

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance be direded to take
the neceffary arrangements ftfr carrying the views of Congrefs into

execution ; and that he be affured of their firm fupport towards ful-

filling the engagements he has already taken, or may take on the pub-
lic account during his continuance in offiCe.

On the report of a committee, confifling of Mr. Wiilianifon, Mr.
Izard and Mr. Madifon, to whorri were referred fundry papers and me-
morials on the fubjed of literary property :

Resolved, That it be recommended to the feveral ftates, to fecure
to the authors or publiffiers of any new books net hitherto printed
being- citizens of the United States, and to their executors, admini-
ftrators and affigns, the copy-right of fuch books for a certain time,
not lefs than 14 years from the firft publication ; and to fecure to the
faid authors, if they fliall furvive the term firft mentioned, and to their
executors, adminiftrators and affigns, the copy-right of fuch books for
another term of time not lefs than 14 years, fuch copy or exclufivc
right of printing, publiffiing and vending the fame, to be fecured to
the original authors, or publiffiers, their executors, adtniniftrators and
affigns, by fuch laws and under reftridions as to the feveral ftates mav
feem proper.

Wednesdat, May 7, 1783.
On the report of a committee, confining of Mr. A. Lee, Mr. Wil-

iiamfon and Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a motion for an \a-
demnification for ads done in the execution of military operations :

Vol. VIII. B 2
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Rcsohedf That it be recommended to the legiflatures of the feve-

ral dates, to pafs laws indemnifying all officers of the army of the

United States, for damages which individuals may have fuftained by
any act or proceeding of fuch officers, which the execution of military

operations may have rendered neceffary.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Clark, Mr. Mlfflia

and Mr. Williamfon, to whom Avas referred a letter of the 6th, frora

the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That the fecretary at war, be direded to caufe the ac-

counts for fubfiftence-money due to officers of the army of the United

States, who were prifoners at war at the time hodlllties ceafed be-

tween the United States of America and Great-Britain, to be fettled

up to the firft day of this prefent month.

The committee, confiftlng of Mr. Higginfon, Mr. Clark and Mr.
Gervais, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Dyer, report,

" That fuch of the dates as have fettled with the officers and fol-

diers of their refpedVive lines, for their pay in the army of the United

States fincethe fird day of Augud, 1780, be requeded to exhibit the.

accounts of fuch payments, with proper vouchers, fliewlng the periods

to which they have fettled with their feveral lines and the manner in

which fuch payments v/ere made, and the fuperlntendant of finance is

hereby directed, upon the receipt of fuch accounts, vouched as afore-

faid, to give to fuch dates public fecurlties, payable in the fame man-
ner and for the fame fums as would have been otherwife given to the

officers and foldiers of fuch lines for their pay, from the fald Id day

of Augud, 1780, to the time when they were fo paid by their refpec-

tive dates :"

On the quedion to agree to the fald report, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. Dyer,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. White,

Massachusetts, Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Higginson^

Rhode-Island, Mr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticut, Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Djer,

New-York, Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsjlvania, Mr. Mijlin,

Mr. Fitzsinnnons,

Virginia, Mr. Madison,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Riitledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So the quedion was lod.

ay

ay

ay

ay ^ *

ay'

«J
ay

ay

ay

"J
no ^ *

ay~
ay

ay

ay

no

no

no

ay

no

no

no

no

no

;!

:}

ay

divided*.

no

no
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ThuRSDat, May 8, 1783.

Mr. J.
Montgomery, a delegate for Pennfylvania, returned, and

took his feat.

The delegates for Virginia laid before Congrefs a letter of the od,

from Thomas Walke ; and the fame being read,

On motion of Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,

Ordered, That a copy of the faid letter be tranfmitted to the com-

mander in chief, for his information in carrying into effect the rcfo-

lution of the 15th of April laft.

FniDAr, May 9, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Madifon, feconded by Mr. Holten,

Resolved, That the prefident, at the time of tranfmitting to the ex-

ecutive authorities of the feveral ftates copies of the recommendations

of Congrefs of the 18th of April laft, and the addrefs of the 26th o£

the fame month, inform them, that it is the earneft defire of Congrefs

that fuch of the legiflatures as are neither fitting, nor about to fit in

a Ihort time, may be convened with all-poffible expedition.

-«iM<®^
MoNDAr, May 12, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madifon, Mr.

Ofgood, Mr. Ellfworth and Mr. Wilfon, to whom was referred a let-

ter of the 3d from the commander in chief, having brought in a re-

port, and the fame having been debated and amended on Friday laft,

and the determination thereof poftponed by the ftate of Virginia, a

queftion was now taken, whereuppon.

Resolved, That the commander in chief be diredled whenever the

frontier pofts in thefe United States fliall be evacuated purfuant to the

articles of peace, to place therein, of the troops under his command,
who have enlifted for three years, and whofe term of fervice may not

then have expired, fuch force as he may judge neceffary to fecure and

hold the fame, until further meafures can be taken for the fecurity of

them, or fuch of them as it may be neceffary to continue to fupport,

provided it does not exceed the term of nine months ; and that he take

meafures for exchanging with the Britifli, or tranfporting artillery,

ftores and provifions, that he may judge neceffary for that purpofe ;

and the fuperintendant of finance is diredled to afford all the affiftance

in his department which circumftances will permit

:

On the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. Mercer,

New-HampshirCf Mr. White,

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten,

Mr. Gorham,
Mr. HigginsoUj

Rhode-Islandy Mr. Collins^

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticut^ Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Dyer,

Netv-Tork, Mr. Hamilton,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot^

Mr. Clark^

%
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Pennsylvania, Mr, V/ilson, ay^
Mr, Montgomery, oy\ciy
Mr, Peters, ay J

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay\
Mr. Hemsley ^Jj

Virginia, Mr. Bland, no^
Mr. jd, Lee, no >no
Mr. Mercer, noj

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay ? ,

Mr. Williamson, <iyj
South-Carolina, Mr, Rutledge, ay"^

Mr. Izard, ay Kay
Mr. Gervais, ay j

So it paffed in the affirmative.

On motion, Resolved, (by nine ftates) That the fuperintendant of

finance be direfted to pay to the officers who were deputed by the ar-

my to prefent their memorial to Congrefs, and alfo to major judd, at-

tending Congrefs on his laft memorial, prefented the 8th of January
laft, in behalf of the deranged officers, whatever may have been their

reafonable expenfes during their ftay in town, until the commutation
for half-pay was agreee to by Congrefs.

On the report of a committee, connftlng of Mr. Higginfon, Mr. Haw-
kins and Mr. Mercer, to whom was referred a memorial of Erafmus Gill

:

Resolved, (by nine ftates) That the accounts of captain Erafmus
Gill be liquidated and adjufted, and that the fuperintendant of finance

take order to replace the money which captain Gill may prove to have

been necefTarily expended by him for the fupport of himfelf and officers,

on his march from Savannah to Lancafter.

Wednesdat, May 14, 1783.

Mr. Benjamin Hawkins and Mr. H. Williamfon, tv/o of the dele-

gates of North-Carolina, attending, produced credentials dated 27th

day of April, 178 3, by which it appears, that Benjamin Hawkins, Hugh
Williamfon, Abner Naffi and Richard Dobbs Spaight, Efqrs; were duly

elected and appointed to reprefent the faid ftate for one year, from the

13th day of May, 1783.

TiiURSDAT, May 15, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. EUfworth, Mr.
Williamfon and Mr. Gervais, to whom was referred a motion of the

delegates of the ftate of Rhode-Ifland :

Resolved, That the rlaim of the officers of a' brigade raifed in the

ftate of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations in February, 1779,

for one year, with the approbation of Congrefs, for depreciation of

their pay is inadmiffible, no allowance of that kind having been made

or approved by Congrefs, to any officers or foldiers difcharged from

fervice before the 10th of April, 1780.

Ordered, That the accounts of major J. Flagg and J. Flagg, jun.

for their fervices in the department of military-ftores, be referred to

the fecretary at war to report thereon ; and, that the remainder of

the report be re-committed.

On motion of Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Holten :

0'
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Resolved, That la future, when fmall committees are to be ap-

pointed, tlie members Ihall ballot at tliclr feats, and a member for

each ilate (liall put llieir ballot into a box which ihall ftaiid on the

table, and when all the rtates prefent have balloted, the fecretary fliall

take out the ballots and deliver them to the preFident, who fhall note

down the number for each perfon, and declare their names diftin£tly»

Fkidat, May 16-, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Ellf-

worth and Mr. Izard, to whom was referred a memorial from the chap-

lains, refpcfting- their half-pay and commutation in lieu thereof:

Resolved, That the commutation in lieu of half-pay, as well to

chaplains as to the officers of the hofpital-department and medical

ftaff', fliall be calculated by what they are refpedlively entitled to,

agreeably to the refolutions of the 17lh of Jan. and 8th of May, 1781.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Williamibn, Mr.
Carroll and Mr. Ofgood, to whom was referred fo much of a letter

of the 1 1th June, 1781, from the hon. Dr. Franklin, and of a letter

of the 4th of October, 1781, from the hon. J. Adams, as refpecls al-

lowances to be made to the minifters of the United States at foreign

courts.

Resolved, That the payment of couriers and the poftage of letters

fliall be charged to the United States by their miniflers at foreign

courts, as contingent expenfes, and fhall be allowed as fuch, exclufive

of their falaries.

Fbidat, May 23, 1783.

The committee, confilHng of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Peters and Mr,
Gorham, to whom was referred a letter of the 9th, from the fuperin-

tendant of finance and fecretary at war, in order to confer Avlth them

on the refolutions of the 7th and 28th of April, and 2d inft. report,

" that all the non-commiflioned officers and foldiers in the fervice of

the United States, enlifted to ferve during the war, be dlfcharged ;

. and that the fecretary at war and commander in chief take the proper

meafures for doing this, in a manner moft convenient to the foldiery,

and to the inhabitants, having the men prevloufly conducfled, under

proper officers, to their refpective ftates ; and that they be at the fame

time authorized, to retain as many officers as they may judge neceffary

to command the men who ftill continue in fervice, permitting the

others to retire.

A motion was made by Mr. Madifon, feconded by Mr. Carroll,

" that the report be re-committed :"

And on the queflion for re-commitment, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. Dyer,

MassacbusettSj Mr. Holten,

Mr. Gorbam,
Mr. Higginson,

Rhode-Island, IVIr. Collins,

Mr. Arnold,

Connecticut^ Mr. FJlsnvortb,

]Vlr. Dyer,
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New-Jersey^

Pennsylvania^

Maryland)

Virginia^

North- Carolina,

Soutb-Carolina,

Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hemsley,

Mr. 3Iadison,

Mr. ^/a;2f?,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Gervais,

So the queftion was loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. Car-

roll, to poftpone the report, in order to take up the following motion :

" That the commander in chief be inftru£led to grant furloughs to

the non-commiffioned officers and foldiers in the fervice of the United
States, enlifted to ferve during the war, who fliall be difcharged as

foon as the definitive treaty of peace is concluded, together with a pro-

portionable number of commiffioned officers of the diffi:rent grades ;

and that the fecretary at war and commander in chief, take the pro-

per meafures for condu£ling thofe troops to their rcfpedlive homes, in

fuch a manner as may be raoft convenient to themfelves, and to the

ftates through which they may pafs, and that the men thus furloughed

be allowed to take their arpis with them, the refolution of the 23d
of April, to the contrary notwithftanding :"

On the queftion to poftpone for the purpofe above-mentioned, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. Dyer,

divided.

divided.

Massachusetts,
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armies, garrifoiis and fleets from the faid United States, and from every

port, place andharbour within the fame: andwhereasaconfiderablenurn-

ber ofNegroesbelongingto the citizens of thefe fl:ates,have been carried

offtherefrom, contrary to the true intent and meaning of the faid articles:

Resolved, That copies of the letters between the commander in

chief and fir Guy Carleton, and other papers on this fubjecl, be

tranfmitted to the minifters plenipotentiary of thefe ftates for negoci-

ating a peace in Europe ; and that they be direfted to remonflrate there-

on to the court of Great-Britain, and take proper meafures for obtain-

ing fuch reparation as the nature of the cafe will admit.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolve be tranfmitted to the

commander in chief; and that he be directed to continue his remon-

flrances to fir Guy Carleton, refpefting the permitting Negroes belong-

ing to the citizens of thefe ftates to leave New-York, and to infift on

the difcontinuance of that meafure.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Higginfon,

Resohed, That the commander in chief be inftructed to grant fur-

loughs to the non-commiffloned officers and foldiers in the fervice of

the United States, enlifted to ferve during the war, who fhall be dlf-

charged as foon as the definitive treaty of peace is concluded, toge-

ther with a proportionable number of commiffioned officers of the differ-

ent grades ; and that the fecretary at war and commander in chief

take the proper meafures for condu<5i;ing thofc troops to their refpec-

tive homes, in fuch a manner as may be moft convenient to themfelves,

and to the ftates through which they may pafs ; and that the men thus

furloughed be allowed to take their arms with them.

On motion of Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr, Hawkins,

Resolved, That the commanding-officer in the fouthern-department

be alfo inftrufted to grant furloughs to the troops unde-r his command,
from the ftate of North-Carolina, who have been enlifted to ferve for

the term of 18 months, together with a proportionable number of com-
miffioned-officers of the different grades ; and that the fecretary at war,

in conjunftion with the comimanding-officer, take meafures for con-

ducing fuch troops to their refpeftive homes.

TiiURSDAT, May 29, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Clark,

Resolved, That general Waftiington be informed, in anfwer to his

letter of the 14th, that it is the defire of Congrefs, the evacuation of

New-York and its dependencies may not be retarded by a preference to

that of any other place.

Fridat, May 3vO, 1783.

Mr. Richard Beresford, a delegate for South-Carolina, attended, and

produced the credentials of his appointment, by which it appears, that

on the 15th of March laft he v/as duly elefted.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ellfworth, Mr.
lz?ird, Mr. Madifon and Mr. Hawkins, appointed to take into confider-

ation and report to Congrefs what further fteps are proper to be taken

by them for carrying into effedl the ftipulations contained in the arti-

cles between the United States and Great-Britain, dated the 30th day

of November laft, having reported as follows

:
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" Whereas by the treaty entered into at Paris, on the 30th day of

November laft, between the commlHioners for making peace on th«

part of the United States, and the commiffioner for making peace on

the part of his Britannic majefty, it is ftipulated, among other things,

in the 4th, 5th and 6th articles, as follows :

Art. 4. It is agreed that creditors on either fide fhall meet with no

lawful Impediment to the recovery of the full value in fterling money
of all bona fide debts heretofore contradled.

Art. 5. It is agreed, that the Gongrefs fhall earneftly recommend
it to the legiflatures of the refpeftive ftates, to provide for the reftitu-

tion of all eftates, rights and properties which have been confifcated,

belonging to real Britifli fubjedls, and alfo of the eftates, rights and
properties of perfons refident in diftridls in the pofleflion of his ma-
jefty's arms, and who have not borne arms againfl; the faid United
States ; and that perfons of any other defcription fliall have free liber-

ty to go to any part or parts of any of the thirteen United States, and
therein to remain twelve months, unmolefted in their endeavours to

obtain the reftitution of fuch of their eftates, rights and properties as

may have been confifcated. And that Gongrefs fhall alfo earneftly

recommend to the feveral ftates, a re-confideration and revifton of
all a£ls or laws regarding the premifes, fo as to render the faid laws
or a<fls perfeclly confiftent, not only with juftice and equity, but with
that fpititof conciliation which on the return of the bleffings of peace
fhould univerfally prevail. And that Gongrefs Ihall alfo earneftly re-

commend to the feveral ftates, that the eftates, rights and properties

of fuch laft mentioned perfons fliall be rcftored to them, they refunding
to any perfons who may be now in pofFellion, the bona fide ^x\z& (where
any has been given) which fuch perfons may have paid on purchaling
any of the faid lands, rights or properties fince the confifcation.

And it is agreed, that all perfons who may have any intereft in
confifcated lands, either by debts, marriage fettlements or otherwife,

fhall meet with no lawful impediment in the profecution of their juft

rights.

Art. 6. That there fhall be no future confifcations made, nor any
profecutions commenced againft any perfon or perfons, for, or by rea-

fon of the part which he or they may have taken in the prefent war;
and that no perfon fhall on that account, fuffer any future lofs or da-
mage, either in his perfon, liberty or property, and that thofc Avho may
be in confinement on fuch charges, at the time of the ratification of
the treaty in America, fliall be immediately fet at liberty, and the
profecution fo commenced be difcontinued.

And whereas, Gongrefs are defirous of giving fpeedy and full elFeft

to all the ftipulations in the faid treaty an the part of the United
States, and of accelerating thereby the bleffings of peace, in confidence,

that the conduft of his Britannic majefty will be governed by a like

difpofition ; therefore,

Resolved, That the feveral ftates be required, and they are hereby
required to remove all obftruftions which may interpofe in the way of
the entire and faithful execution of the 4th and 6th articles above re-
cited. And that it be at the fame time earneftly recommended to
them, to take into ferious confideration the 5th article alfo above rc-

VoL. VIII. C 2
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Vited, and to conform to the feveral matters therein contained, with

that fpirit ot" moderation and liberality, which ought ever to charac-

tcrife the deliberations and meafures of a free and enlightened nation."

A motion was made by Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Izard, that

the faid report be committed,

And on the queftion for commitment, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Hamilton,

,

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten^

Mr. Gorham,

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Collins^

Mr. Arnold^

Neiv-Torky Mr. Hamilton^

Neio-yersey^ Mr. Boudinot^

Mr. Ctark,

Mr. Condicty

Pennsjlvaniaj Mr. Mifflin^

Mr. FitzoimmonSy

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Montgomeryf

Delaware^ Mr. M'Comb,
Mr. Bedford,

Virginia^ Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolinay Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Hawkins :

Resolved^ That no commercial agent of the United States in fo-

reign ports fhall be entitled to a falary, unlefs fuch falary is expreffed

in the refolution appointing the agent.

Gongrefs proceeded to the eleAion of a commercial agent of the

United States, at the port of Havanna, and, the ballots being taken,

Mr. Oliver Pollock was eledled, having been previoufly nominated

by Mr. Clark.

3IoNDAr, June 2, 1783.

Ordered, That a commiifion be ifTued to Oliver Pollock, as com-
mercial agent of the United States at the Havanna.

The form of a commillion being prepared at the table, was agreed to»

On the report of a committee, confining of Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr.
Peters and Mr. Holten, to whom was re-committed their report on a

motion of Mr. Holten, refpefting bonds given by commanders of pri-

vate armed veffels :

Resolved, That the agent of marine, for the time being, be, and he

is hereby authorized and directed, whenfoever complaints are exhibi-

aj

oy

ay

no ^
ay'
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ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay
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ted of public abufes or private injuries committed by the captains or

commanders ot" any privateers or armed vefTcls failing under the au-

thority of the United States, to caufe fuch lep-al mcafures for obtaining

redrefs, by means of the bonds given on taking out commiffions for

fuch privateers or armed veffels, for any abufes or injuries contrary

to their inftruftions, or in violation of the maritime ordinances of the

United States, or the laws and cuftoms ©f nations as to juflice apper-

tains ; all profecutions for private injuries upon faid bonds to be at

the rifque and expenfc of the complainants, or the perfons faid to be

aggrieved.

TuESDAr, June S, 178S.

A letter, of the 31ft of May, from W. Geddes, one of the auditors

at the treafury, was read, defiring leave to refign ; whereupon,

Resolved, That the refign^tion of Mr. William Geddes be accept-

ed, and that he be informed, that Congrefs are well fatisfied with his

diligence and fidelity in the difcharge of the duties of his late office.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Peters

and Mr. Williamfon, to whom was referred a memorial of colonel

John Allan :

Resolved, That colonel John Allan, fuperintendant of Indian af-

fairs for the eaftern-department, be re-appointed to that office, and
that a commiffion be iffued to him according to the tenor of the

draught reported by the committee.

Ordered, That fo much of the memorial of colonel John Allan, fu-

perintendant of Indian affairs for the eaftern-department, as relates to

compenfation for fervices, and his requeft to be enabled to difcharge

the debts due to the Indians, by virtue of his necelTary ftipulationsin

behalf of the United States, be referred to the fuperintendant of finance

to take order.

Wednesday, June 4, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Bedford, Mr. Car-
roll, Mr. Higginfon and Mr. Wilfon, to whom was referred a motion
of Mr, Bland, for accepting the ceffion of territory made by the legif-

lature of the commonwealth of Virginia, on the 2d of January, 1781,
leport, that in their opinion, it will be proper for Congrefs to proceed
to a determination on the report of the 3d of November, 1781, and
which is entered on the journal of the 1ft of May, 1782, refpefting

the ceffion from the ftate of Virginia, and that a decifion upon the faid

motion be poftponed until that report (hall be taken into confideration ;

whereupon,

Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee
of the 3d of November, 1781, and after debate.

Ordered, That fo much thereof as relates to the ceffion made by the
commonwealth of Virginia, on the 2d day of January, 1781, be re-'

ferred to a committee of five members.
On the report of a committee, confifting ef Mr. Gorham, Mr. Ha-

milton, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Ellfworth and Mr. Izard, to whom wer«
referred the a£ts of the legiflaturcs of New-York and Jklaryland, with
xhc papers accompanying them :
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Resolved^ That copies of the a<Sl of the legiflature of Maryland,
relative to the ceffion of the city of Annapolis to Congrefs for their

permanent refidence ; and alfo copies of the legiflature of New-York,
relative to the ceflion of the town of Kingfton, for the fame purpofe,

together with the papers which accompanied both acts, be tranfmitted

to the executives of the refpeftive dates, and that they be informed by
the prelident, that Congrefs have afligned the firft Monday in Odlober
next, for taking the faid offers into confideration.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, fcconded by Mr. Clark. ^

Mr. Livingfton having fignified to Congrefs his defire of relinquifh-

jng the exercife of the office of foreign affairs, and his intention of

returning to the ftate of New-York :

Resolved, That the fecretary of Congrefs be diredled to receive the

papers of the faid office into his care, till a fucceffor to Mr. Livingfton

can be appointed ; and that next Wednefday be affigned for the elec-

tion of a fecretary for the department of foreign affairs :

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of Congrefs be prefentcd to

Mr. Livingfton for his fervices during his continuance in office ; and
that he be affured Congrefs entertain a high fenf&of the ability, zeal

and fidelity with which he had difcharged the important truft repofed

in him.

TauRSDAT, June 5, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. Clark :

Whereas the fafety of packets, fhips of war or armed veffels in the

fervice of the United States, may be greatly affedled by loading goods

or merchandizes on board fuch veffels under the name of ballaft, offi-

cers privileges, or under other fuch pretexts.

Resolved, That if any captain or commander of any packet, ftiip of

war or armed veffel in the fervice of the United States, ftiall load, or

fuffer to be laden on board the veffel of which he has the command,
any goods and merchandize, without the exprefs order or permiffiou

of Congrefs or their agent of marine, he ftiall forfeit his commifiion

for fuch offence.

TuESDAr, June 10, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Fitz-

ffmmons and Mr. Madifcn, to whom was referred fo much of the let-

ter of the 5th of December, from the governor of New-Orleans, and

a letter of 2d of March, from the governor of Havanna, as relates to

the violation of the laws of nations and rights of neutrality, alleged to

have been committed by Church and Heydon, together with a note

from the hon. the minifter of France, accompanied with a letter of

25th of March, from Don Antonio Argote.

Resolved, That copies of the papers above-mentioned, together with a

copy of the decree of the court of appeals, in the cafe of the brigantine

San Antonio, be tranfmitted to the governor of the ftate of Maffachu-

fetts, and that he be requefted to caufe proper enquiry to be made into

the criminal charge againft Meffrs. Church and Heydon, and fuch mea-

fures taken as may be moft effedlual for procuring fatisfadion for the

injury done, as is alleged, to the flag of his Catholic majefty j and that
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copies of this refolution and of the decree of the court of appeals aforc-

faid, be tranfmitted to the hon. the minifter of France, and to the go-

vernor of New-Orleans.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Gorham, Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr.
Hemiley, Mr. A. Lee -and Mr. Higginfon, appointed purfuant to the

refolution of the 17th of June, 1782, "to enquire fully into the pro-

ceedings of the office of finance, including the fevcral branches of the

fame," reported the refult of their enquiries,

.^^mim.
WEDNESDAr, June 11, 178S.

Mr. James M'Henry, a delegate for the ftate of Maryland, atten-

ded, and produced the credentials of his appointment.

A letter, of this day, from the fccretary at war, was read, informing'

that the troops of Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia,

are yet to be furloughed, and that it is neceffary fome perfon fhould

be authorized and direiled to (ign the furloughs ; -whereupon.

Resolved, That the fecretary at war be authorized and dircfted to

furlough fuch of the troops of Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland
and Virginia, as are yet to be furloughed, agreeably to the refolution

of the 26th day of May laft.

On motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Holten,

Ordered, That the election of a fecretary for foreign affairs be pod-
poned till Tuefday next.

Fridat, June 13, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Bland, Mr.
M'Henry and Mr. Gorham, to whom was referred a letter of the 1 1th,

from the fecretary at war.

Whereas the fecretary at war was, by the refolution of the 26th
day of April, 17S2, directed and empowered toeftablifh fufficient ma-
gazines at New-London, in Virginia, and at fundry other places with-

in the United States ; and whereas the fecretary at war is of opinion,

and it alio appears to the committee that it would be moft proper to

rreft the magazine in Virginia, at a place more convenient than New-
London ; therefore,

Resolved, That the fecretary at war be authorized to conftrucland

eredl magazines for keeping fuch of the ftores of the United States as

it fhall be found neceffary to fend to Virginia, at fuch place above the
falls of James river, as Ihall, in his opinion, be the befl adapted for

that purpofe, the above refolution notwithftanding ; and that he lay-

before Congrefs, as foon as may be, an eftimate of the expenfe for

building and completing the fame, and fuch other of the magazines,

mentioned in the faid refolution, as yet remain to be built or comple-
ted.

TussDAr, June 17, 1783.

Mr. Jacob Read, a delegate for the ftate of South-Carolina, attend-

ed, an-d produced the credentials of his appointment, which were read.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee ap-

pointed to enquire fully into the proceedings of the office of finance;
and the fame being read :
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Ordered, That it be entered on the journa], as follows

:

*' The committee appointed to examine into the tranfaftlonsof the

office of finance, having completed that enquiry to the 1ft of January,

1783, report,

That it appears to them the bufinefs of that office has been con-

duced with great ability and affiduity, in a manner highly advanta-

geous to the United States, and in conformity with the fyftem laid

down by Gongrefs.

In the courfe of this enquiry, the committee have found, that fince

the appointment of the fuperintendant of finance, the public accounts

of receipts and expenditures have been regularly and punctually kept

;

that many of the accounts which preceded this inflitution have alrea-

dy been fettled, and moft of the others put into a train of adjuftment.

That all the perfons who have been intrufted with public money,

under the prefent appointment, have been regularly called upon for an

account of its expenditure, and that their accounts have all been fur-

nifhed, excepting only the quarter-mafter-general ; the purveyor of the

hofpitals, the late commifTary-general of prifoners, and the account of

iffues of clothing from the clothier-general. The reafons which have

prevented the fettlement of their accounts will appear in their corref-

pondence with the fuperintendant on that fubject.

The committee find, by the correfpondence of the office, that the

ftates have all been called upon for an account of the fpecifics by them
refpeftivcly fupplied for the ufe of the continent, but that no anfwers

have yet been given nor any accounts furniflied ; and that a number
of people who have heretofore been intrufted with public money, do ftili

negle(3; or refufe to fettle their accounts, and that for want of laws

in the feveral ftates, the fuperintendant has it not in his power to com-'

pel them to a proper fettlement.

In examining the reforms which have been made in the public ex-

penditures, the attention of the committee was necelTarily called to the

expenditures of former years, for the particulars of which they refer

to the papers C, No. 1 to 7, in comparing thefe expenditures with the

prefent, and making every allowance for the difference of times and

circumftances, the committee are of opinion, that the order and (eco-

nomy which has been introduced fince the eftabliOiment of this office,

has been attended with great favings of public money, as well as many
other beneficial confequences.

Among other reforms they find, that in the department of commifTary

of iffues, no lefs than 250 perfons were difcharged, whofe pay (exclu-

five of rations for themfelves and their horfes) amounted to 126,300

dollars per annum. That in one inftance, a demand was made for

1000 tons of hay for the poft of Philadelphia, of which 10 tons only

were granted. The rcfidue being rendered unneceffary by the nevr

arrangement.

They find, that under the prefent adminiftration the whole fum
which has been brought into the public treafury, from the 14th day

of May, 1781, to the Ift of Jan. 1783, amounts to 2,726,334 dols*

That the whole expenditure for that period, amounts to 3,13 1,046

Out of which has been paid to the army, 439,574.

That there was expended for rations for the army in 1782, 617,153
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That the quarter-tnafter-general's department in 1782,

is charged with - - S4o,697 dolt.

And the medical-department in that year, 22,629

That the expenditures in 1782, exceeded the receipts 404,713 dol-

lars, which was lupplied by a circulation in the notes of the financier.

Upon comparing the accounts of the public receipts and expenditures

(exhibited to Congrefs) with the books of the treafury, they found
that they had been fairly and regularly ftated ; and it appears to them
that the bufinefs of that office is condudled with great diligence and
accuracy, and in conformity with the rules laid down by Congrefs.

With refpetl to the foreign money tranfa0.tions, the committeie con-
fined their enquiry principally to what refpeAed the fuperintendant of
finance, and find that the bills of exchange which he has drawn is duly-

credited at the treafury.

On motion of Mr. Gorham, feconded by Mr. Bland,

Ordered.) That a committee be appointed to coniider what further

ineafures may be neceffary to compel perfons who have received pub-
lic monies to account.

Thursdat, June 19, 1783.

Purfuant to the refolution of the 27th of February, 1782, the fu-

perintendant of finance reports, that he has appointed Jofcph Pennell,

Efq; a commiffioner to fettle the accounts of the marine-department.

On the report of a committee, confining of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a letter of the 7th,

from the commander in chief:

Resolved.) That copies of the letter from the commander in chief,

©f the 7th inft. with the papers enclofed, be tranfmitted to the feve-

ral ftates for their information, and that their attention be re-called to

the refolutions of the 2d of May laft, to facilitate the pundual pay-
ment of the notes iffued to the army on account of their pay.

Resolved.) That the commander in chief be informed, Congrefs ap-

prove the variation made by him in the manner of furloughing the

troops.

pRiDAr, June 20, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Fitzfimmons :

Resolved^ That the fuperintendant of finance report to Congrefs
the obfcacles which have hitherto impeded the fettlement of the ac-

counts of the army ; and that he report to Congrefs the mod eligible

means to obviate thofe obilacles.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee, con-

fifting oi Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Bedford, Mr, Carroll, Mr. Higginfon
and Mr. Wilfon, to whom were referred the aft of the legiflature of

Virginia, of the 2d of January, 1781, and the reports thereon, and %
motion of Mr. Bland for accepting the ceffion made in the faid aft.

And the following paragraph being under debate, viz.

*' That the fecond condition, namely, that Virginia fliould be allow-

ed and fully reimburfcd by the United States, her aftual expenfes in

reducing the Britilh poft at the Kafkalkies and St. Vincents ; the ex-
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penre of inalntaining garrifons and fupporting civil government tlieie

lince the redudlion of the faid pods, and in general all the charge (lie

has incurred on account of the country on the north-weft fide of the

Ohio river, fince the commencement of the prefent war, is fubftantially

comprehended in the engagement made by Congrefs in the faid adl,

(vii;. the act of the ) 0th of Oftober, 1780) and that one commiflioner

fhould be appointed by Congrefs, one by the ftate of Virginia, and ano-

ther by tliofe two commiffioners, who, or a majority of whom, Ihould

be authorized and empowered to adjuft and liquidate the account of

the neceffary and reafonable expcnfes incurred by the faid ftate, for

the purpofe mentioned in the faid condition."

A motion was made by Mr. M'Hcnry, feconded by Mr. Clark, to

ftr^ke out the words, " that the fecond condition is fubftantially com-
prehended in the engagement made by Congrefs in the faid adt," and
in l^eu thereof to infert, " that all reafonable and neceffary expenfes,

incurred in fubduing the Britifli ports at the Kaikaikies and St. Vin-
cents, and the expenfe of maintaining garrifons there, or to the north-

weft of the river Ohio, fince the redu>S.ion of the faid pofts, ought to

be allowed, being agreeable to the aforefaid aft."

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. M'Henry,

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Islandj

Connecticut^

New-Jersey^

Pennsjilvaniay

Delatvarej

Maryland^

Virginia^

North-Carolina^

South-Carolina,

Mr. ffolten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Collins,

Mr. Ellsworth,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'-Comb,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Haivkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Read,

divided.

°y

ay

divided.

So the queftion was loft.

The report being farther debated, and fome amendments made, the

delegates for New-Jerfey laid before Congrefs a reprefentation andre-

monftrance of the legiflative council and general affembly of the ftate

of Ncw-Jerfey, which was read, and at the requeft of the faid dele-

gates, was ordered to be entered on the journal, and is as follows :

To the United States in Congress assembled.

The reprefentation and remonftrance of the legiflative council and

general affembly of the ftate of Npw-Jerfey, fheweth,
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That the legiflature of this ftate is informed, that the important fub-

jedl of the weftern, or what is commonly called crown lands, is foon to

be re-confidered and finally determined by Congrefs, efpecially as far

as relates to the ceffion made by the legiflature of the ftate gf Virgi-
nia, in January, 1781, of a part of the weftern country or vacant ter-

ritory.

The legiflature cannot but exprefs their furprife on hearing that the

confideration of the fubjeft is refumed by Congrefs fo fpeedily after

its laft difcuffion, as appears by an aft of Congrefs of the 1 8 th of April
laft paft, which is contained in the following words :

" That as a further mean, as well of haftening the extinguifliment

of the debts, as eftabliftiing the harmony of the United States, it be
recommended to the ftates, which have paffed no afts towards comply-
ing with the refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th of September and 10th
of Oftober, 1780, relative to the ceffion of the territorial claims to
make the liberal ceffions therein recommended, and to the ftates which
may have paffed acts complying with the faid refolutions, in part only,

to revife and complete fuch compliance."

Which faid adl has been officially laid before us during the prefent
fitting, and appears defigned by Congrefs to be tranfmitted to every
ftate in the union, not only to the legiflatures thereof, but to the peo-
ple at large : the legiflature of this ftate muft be of opinion, that the
latter part of the faid recommendation of Congrefs was exprefsly ap-
plicable to the adl of the legiflature of the commonwealth of Virginia,
as the ceffion thereby made has heretofore been deemed by Congrefs a
partial one, and by this ftate, partial, unjuft and illiberal.

The legiflature, to avoid unnecefTary repetition, beg leave in the
moft earneft manner, to call the attention of Congrefs to the record*
in their polTeffion of the proceedings of the legiflature of this ftate

with regard to the prefent fubjeft, beginning with their reprefentatiori

of the 16th of June, 1778, and at different periods fince, in which are
fully contained the juft and uncontrovertible claims of this ftate to its

full proportion of all vacant territory.

It is particularly difagreeable to have occafion to trouble Congrefs
with fo many applications on this head, but the importance of the fub-
jeft, the danger of fo much propertjr being unjuftly wrefted from us,

together with its being our indifpenfable duty, in juftification and de-
fence of the rights of the people we reprefent, muft be our apology :

we cannot be filent, while viewing one ftate aggrandizing herfelf by
the unjuft detention of that property, which has been procured by the
common blood and treafure of the whole, and which on every principle
of reafon and juftice, is vefted in Congrefs for the ufe and general be-
nefit of the union they repreftnt.

They doubt not the difpofition of Congrefs to redrefs every griev-
ance that may be laid before them, and are of opinion there can be no
greater caufe for complaint, nor more juft reafons for redrefs, than in
the prefent cafe.

They do therefore exprefs their difTatisfaftion with the ceffion of
weftern territory made by the ftate of Virginia, in January, 1781, as
being far ftiort of affording that jultice which is equally due to the
United States at large, and requeft that Congrefs will not accept of
Vol. VIII. D 2
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the fald ceflion, but that they will prefs upon the faid ftatc to make a

more liberal furrender of that territory of which they claim fo bound-
lefs a proportion.

The legiflature place the utmoft confidence in the Avifdom and juf-

tlce of Congrefs, and allure themfelves, that as far as it lies in the pow-
er of that auguft body, the union will be ftriclly maintained.

Council Chamber, Houfe of AITembly,

June 14, 1783, June 14, 1783,

By order of Council^- By order of the Houfe,

WiL. Livingston, President. Ephraim Harris, Speaker.

SAfuRDAr, June 21, 1783.

Resolved, That the prelident and fupreme executive council of Penn-
fylvania be informed, that the authority of the United States having

been this day grofsly infulted by the diforderly and menacing appear-

ance of a body of armed foldiers about the place within which Congrefs

were affembled, and the peace of this city being endangered by the

mutinous difpofition of the faid troops now in the barracks, it is, in

the opinion of Congrefs, neceffary that effectual meafures be immedi-

ately taken for fupporting the public authority.

Resolved, That the committee, on a letter from colonel Butler, be

directed to confer, without lofs of time, with the fupreme executive

council of Pennfylvania, on the practicability of carrying the prece-

ding refolution into effedl ; and that in cafe it fliall appear to the com-
mittee that there is not a fatisfadlory ground for expefting adequate

and prompt exertions of this ftate for fupporting the dignity of the

federal government, the prefident on the advice of the committee be

authorized and direfted to fummon the members of Congrefs to meet

on Thurfday next at Trenton or Princeton, in New-Jerfey, in order

that further and more effe£lual meafures may be taken for fupprefling

the prefent revolt, and maintaining the dignity and authority of the

United States.

Resolved, That the fecretary at war be dire(f\ed to communicate

to the commander in chief, the ftate and difpofition of the faid troops,

in order that he may take immediate meafures to difpatch to this city,

fuch force as he may judge expedient for fupprefling any dillurbances

that may enfue.

PRINCETOi^,

lIoNDAT, June^ 30, 1783.

Mr. Ellery and Mr. Arnold, delegates for the ftate of Rhode-Ifland,

attended, and produced their credentials, by which it appears, that at

the anniverfary eleftion of officers, civil and military, for the ftate

aforefaid, held on the 1ft Wcdnefday in May, 1783, the hon. William

Ellery, Jonathan Arnold, David Howell and Henry Marchant, were

cleded delegates to reprefent the faid ftate in the Congrefs of the Uni-

ted States of America, for one year, and until others (hall be appoin-

ted in their ftead, and appear to take their places.
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TuESDAT, July 1, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifling of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Ellfworth and Mr. Bland, to wliom was referred a motion of Mr.
Hamilton :

Resolvedi That major-general Howe be direfted to march fuch part

of the force under his command, as he fliall judge neceffary to the

ftate of Pennfylvania, in order that immediate meafures may be ta-

ken to confine and bring to trial all fuch perfons belonging to the

army as have been principally aftive in the late mutiny, to difarm the

remainder, and to examine fully into all the circumftances relating

thereto.

That in the execution of the foregoing refolution. If any matters

fhall arife which may concern the civil jurifdidlion, or in which its

aid may be neceffary, application be made for the fame to the execu*

tive authority of the ftate.

That the executive of Pennfylvania be informed of the foregoing

refolutions, and requeftcd to afford their afliftance whcnfoever the fame

fliall be required.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ellfworth and
Mr. Peters, to whom were referred a letter of the 17th June, from
colonel R. Butler, at Lancafter, and fundry papers communicated to

Congrcfs by the executive council of Pennfylvania, through their de-

legates, having on the 19th of June made a verbal report, and on the

20th of the fame month a report in writing, and the written report

being on the 30th re-committed, that they might amend it, by adding

thereto their verbal report, and the report being this day brought in

with the amendment

:

Ordered^ That it be entered on the journal.

The Report is as follows :

The committee to whom were referred the letters and papers com-
municated to Congrefs by the executive council of Pennfylvania,

through their delegates, report.

That they had a conference yefterday, as direded, with the fuprem^
executive council, in which, in the flrft inftance, the propriety of cal-

ling out a detachment of militia to intercept the mutineers on their

march from Lancafter, was propofed to the council, fuggefting the dan-
ger of their being fufFered with impunity to join the troops in the bar-

racks, who a few days before had manifefted a dangerous fpirit by an
infolent and threatning meffage fent to Congrefs in the name of a
board of ferjeantj, and who, it was apprehended, would be ready to

make common caufe with thofe on their march for mutinous purpofes.

That the council having fliewn a reludtance to call out any part of the

militia, expreffing an opinion that they would not be willing to aft,

till fome outrage fliould have been committed by the troops : there

appeared to the committee no alternative but to endeavour to diffuade

the mutineers from coming to town, and if they failed in that attempt,

tp make ufe of expedients to prevent the troops in the barracks from
joining in any excefles, and to induce the detachment from Lancafter
to return to that place. That in this view, and at their defire, the

afliftant fecretary at war niet the detachment then on Us march t<>
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tke city, Ind endeavoured to engage them to return to the former

place, urging the confiderations contained in the annexed inftrudlions

to him, but the faid detachment perfifted in their intention of com-
ing to this city, and arrived here this morning. That upon confer-

ing with the fuperintendant of finance, they find there is a proba-

bility that the pay-mafter-general, to whom the fettlement of the ac-

counts of the army has been committed, and who having all the do-

cuments in his poffelTion, can alone execute the bufinefs with propriety,

will fliortly arrive from the army, and v/ill immediately enter upon a,

fettlement with the troops in this ftate ; that in the mean time mea-
fures will be taken to prepare the bufinefs for a final adjuftment. That
there will immediately be fent to Lancafter, a fum of money to be paid

to the troops on account of the month's pay heretofore direfted to be

advanced to them, the payment of which has hitherto been delayed by
particular circumftances, together with notes for three months pay, in-

tended to be advanced to the men when furloughed. That they have
defired this information to be tranfmitted to the commanding-officer

here and at Lancafter, with this declaration, that the corps Rationed

at Lancafter, including the detachment, can only be fettled with or

paid at that place.

The Instructions to Major Jackson.

SIR,

Information having been received, that a detachment of about 80 mu-
tineers, are on their way from Lancafter to this place, you will pleafe to

proceed to meet them, and to endeavour by every prudent method to en-

gage them to return to the poft they have left. You will inform them
of the orders that have been given, perjnitting them to remain in fer-

vice till their accounts fliall have been fettled, if they prefer it to be-

ing furloughed, and of the allowance of pay which has been made to

the army at large, and in which they are to be included. You will re-

prefent to them, that their accounts cannot be fettled without their offi^

cers, whom they have left behind them at Lancafter. You will reprefent

to them with coolnefs but energy, the impropriety of fuch irregular

proceedings, and the danger they will run by perfifting in an improper

conduct. You will affure them of the beft intentions in Congrefs to do

them juft.ice, and of the abfurdity of their expecling to procure it more
cfFeftually by intemperate proceedings. You will point out to them

the tendency which fuch proceedings may have to raife the refentmenti

of their country, and to indifpofe it to take efFeitual meafures for their

relief. In fhort, you will urge every confideration inyour power to

induce them to return, at the fame time avoiding whatever may tend

to irritate. If they perfi'ft in coming to town, you will give the ear-

lieft notice to us of their progrefs and difpofition. Should they want

provifions, you will afTure them of a fupply, if they will remain where

they are, which you are to endeavour to perfuade them to do, in pre-

ference to coming to town.

I am fir, your moft obedient fervant,

A. Hamilton, in behalf of the committee.

Philadelphia, June 19, 1783.

Major Jackson, Assistant Secretary at War,
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The committee, confiftlng of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ellfworth, ap-

pointed on the 21ft June, to confer with the fupreme executive coun-

cil of Pennfylvania, on the prafticability of taking effcAual meafures

to fupport the public authority, having delivered in a report

:

Ordered, That it be entered on the journal.

The Report is us folloivs :

" The committee appointed to confer with the fupreme executive

council of Pennfylvania, on the prafticability of taking effedtual mea-

fures to fupport the public authority, in confequcnce of the diforderly

and menacing* appearance of a body of armed foldiers furrounding the

place where Congrefs were affembled, on Saturday the 21ft inft. beg

leave to report ;

That they had a conference the morning folIoAving with the fupreme

executive council, agreeably to the intention of Congrefs, and having

communicated their refolution on that fubjed, informed the council,

that Congrefs confidered the proceeding on which that refolution was

founded, of fo ferious a nature, as to render palliatives improper, and

to require that vigorous meafures fhould be taken to put a ftop to the

further progrefs of the evil, and to compel fubmiflion on the part of

the offenders. That in this view they had thought it expedient to de-

clare to the executive of the ftate in which they refide, the neceffity of

taking efFeftual meafures for fupporting the public authority. That
though they had declined a fpecification of the meafures which they

would deem effectual, it was their fenfe, that a number of the militia

fliould be immediately called out, fuflicient to fupprefs the revolt.

That Congrefs unwilling to expofe the United States to a repetition

of the infult, had fufpended their ordinary deliberations in this city,

till proper fteps could be taken to provide againft the pofllbility of it.

The council, after forae converfation, informed the committee, that

they would wifli, previous to a determination, to afcertain the ftate

and difpofition of the militia, and to confult the officers for that pur-

pofe.

The day following the committee waited upon the council for their

final refolution, having previoufly prcfented a letter addreffed to his

excellency the prefident, of which a copy is annexed, requefting the

determination of the council in writing.

The council declined a written anfwer, alleging that it had been un-
ufual on fimilar occafions ; that they were unwilling to do any thing
which might appear an innovation in the manner of conducing con-

ferences between their body and committees of Congrefs ; adding,

however, that they were ready to give their anfwer in writing, if

Congrefs fliould requeft it. They then proceeded to a verbal anfwer,

in fubftance as follows :

That the council had ahigh refpeflforthe reprefentatlve fovereign-

ty of the United States, and were difpofed to do every thing in their

power to fupport its dignity. That they regretted the infult which had
happened, with this additional motive of fenfibility, that they hadthem-
felves had a principal fhare in it. That they had confulted a number
of well informed officers of the militia, and found that nothing in the
prefent ftate of things was to be expefted from that quarter. That
?he militia of the city in general, were not only ill provided for fervice,
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but dlfincllned to aft upon the prefent occafion. That the council did

not believe any exertions were to be looked for from them, except in

cafe of further outrage and aclual violence to perfon or property. That
in fuch cafe a refpeftable body of citizens would arm for the fecurity

of their property and of the public peace ; but it Avas to be doubted

what meafure of outrage would produce this efFecl ; and in particular,

it was not to be expected merely from a repetition of the infult which

had happened.

The council obferved that they thought It their duty to communi-
cate their expeftations with candour, and paffed from the fubjeft of

the practicability of vigorous meafures to the policy of them. They
Jlated, that general St. Clair, with the approbation of feveral members
of Congrefs and of council, had, by a declaration in writing, permitted

the mutineers to choofe a committee of commiffioncd officers to repre-

fent their grievances to council, and had authorized them to expeft

that a conference would be allowed for that purpofe. That it was
faid the mutineers began to be convinced of their error and were pre-

paring fubmiffions. That from the fteps v/hich had been taken, the

bufinefs feemed to be in a train of negociation, and that it merited

conlideration, how far it would be prudent to terminate the matter in

that way rather than employ coercive means.

The conimitiee remarked, with reipect to the fcruple about giving

an anfwer in writing, that they could not forbear differing in opinion

as to its propriety. That nothing was more common than written

communications between the executives of the different ftates and the

civil and military officers adling under the authority of the United

States : that for a much ftronger reafon there was a propriety in this

mode of tranfafting bufinefs between the council and a committee of

the body of Congrefs. That indeed it v/ould be conformable to the

jTioft obvious and cuftomary rules of proceeding, and that the impor-

tance of the prefent occafion made it defirable to give every tranfaifiion

the greateft precilion.

With refpeA to the prafticability of employing the militia, the com-

mittee obferved, that this was a point of which the council was alone

competent to judge. That the duty of the committee was performed

in explicitly fignifying the expedlations of Congrefs.

And with refpeftto the policy of cocrtion, the committee remarked,

that the meafures taken by Congrefs clearly indicated their opinion,

that the exceffes of the mutineers had paffed the bounds within which

a fpirit of compromifc might confift with the dignity, and even the

fafety of government. That impunity for what had happened might

encourage to more flagrant proceedings, invite others to follow the ex-

ample and extend the mifchief. That the paffivenefs of conduft ob-

ferved towards the detachment which had mutined at Lancafter, and

come to the city in defiance of their officers, had, no doubt, led to

the fubfequent violences. That thefe confiderations had determined

Congrefs to adopt decifivc meafures. Thatbefides the application to

the ftate in which they refide, for its immediate fupport, they had not

nep-lefted other means of ultimately executing their purpofe, but had

diretled the commander in chief to march a detachment of troops to-

wards the city. That whatever moderation it might be prudent to
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•xercife towards the mutineers, when they were once in the power of

government, it was neceffary, in the firft indance, to place them in

that (ituation. That Congrefs would probably continue to pnrfuc

this obie(Stunlefs it fhould be {"uperceded by unequivocal demonftrations

of fubmiffion on the part of the mutineers. That they had hitherto

given no fatisfadlory evidence of this difpofition, having lately pre-

fented the officers they had chofen to reprei'ent their grievances, with

a formal commiffion in writing, enjoining them, if neceffary, to ufe

compulfory means for redrefs, and menacing them with death, in cafe

of their failing to execute their views.

Under this ftate of things, the committee could not forbear fug-

gefting to the council, that it would be expedient for them fo to qua-

lify the reception which they fliould think proper to give to any pro-

pofitions made by the mutineers, as not to create embarraffment, fhould

Gongrefs continue to a6l on the principle of coertion.

The committee finding that there was no fatisfactory ground to cx-

pe£l prompt and adequate exertions on the part of the executive of

this ftate, for fupporting the public authority, were bound by the re-

folution under which they adled, to advife the prefident to fummon
Gongrefs to affemble at Princeton or Trenton on Thurfday the 26th inft.

Willing however to protraft the departure of Gongrefs as long as

they could be juftified in doing It, ftill hoping that further information

would produce more decifive meafures on the part of the council, and

defirous of feeing what complex,ion the intimated fubmiflions would

affume, they ventured to defer advifing the removal till the afternoon

of the day following, that on which the anfwer of council was given.

. But having then received no further communications from the coun-

cil, and having learnt from general St. Glair, that the fubmiflions

propofed to be offered by the mutineers, through the officers they had

chofen to reprefent them, were not of a nature fufficiently explicit to

be accepted or relied on : that they whould be accompanied by nevr

demands, to which it would be improper to liften ; that the officers

themfelves compofing the committee had fliewn a myfterious reluc-

tance to inform general St. Glair of their proceedings ; had refufed,

in the firft inftance to do it, and had afterwards only yielded to a pre-

remptory demand on his part : The committee could no longer think

themfelves at liberty to delay their advice for an adjournment, which
they this day accordingly gave

;
perfuaded at the fame time, that it

was neceffary to imprefs the mutineers with a convlftion, that extre-

mities would be ufed againft them before they would be induced to

refolve on a final and unreferved fubmiffion.

Philadelphia, June 24th, 1783.

The Letter of bis Excellency the President of the Supreme Executive

Council of Pennsjlvania,

SIR,

WE have the honor to enclofc for your excellency and the council,

a copy of the refolutions communicated in our conference yefterday.

Having then fully entered into all the explanations which were necef-

fary on the fubjed^, we fhall not trouble your excellency with a re-

capitulation i but as the object is of a delicate and important nature,



213 JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

we think it our duty to requeft the determination of the council in

writing.

We have the honor to be, with perfeft refpeft,

your excellency's moft obedient fervants.

Philadelphia, June 23, 1783.
,

WsDNESDAr, July 2, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton, feconded by Mr. Madifon,
"Whereas by the confederation, the aflent of nine ftates is requifite

to the determination of matters of principal importance to the United
States, and the reprefentation in Congrefs has for fome time pad gene-

rally confifted of lefs than that number of ftates, in confcquence

thereof, the public bufmefs, at an interefting jundure, has fuffered and
continues to fuffer great delay and embarraffment :

Resolved, That the ftates which are not prefent in Congrefs, be in-

formed that it is indifpenfable they ftiould without lofs of time, fend

forward a delegation to Congrefs.

A letter, of the 24th June, from his excellency W. Livingfton, go-

vernor of the ftate of New-Jerfey, was read ; whereupon.

Resolved, That the prefident inform his excellency the governor of

New-Jerfey, that Congrefs entertain a high fenfe of the fpirit and at-

tachment of the citizens of New-Jerfey to the federal union, and of

the fentiments expreffed by his excellency ; and are happy that events

have rendered the call of the citizens into fervice unneceffary.

An addrefs of the governors and mafters of the college, was read,

offering to Congrefs the ufe of the hall, library room and every other

convenience that the college in its prefent fituation can afford ;

whereupon.

Resolved, That the prefident inform the governors and mafters of

the college, that Congrefs entertain a proper fenfe of their obliging

offer, and accept the ufe of fuch parts of the college as are iui.nedi-

atcly neceffary for their feffion, and for the officers attending them du-

ring their ftay at Princeton.

A letter, of the 25th June, from the hon. John Cox, vice-preftdent

of the council of New-Jerfey, was read, accompanied with certain re-

folves entered into by the inhabitants of Trenton ; whereupon,

Resolved, That the prefident Inform Mr. Cox, that Congrefs enter-

tain juft fentiments of the refpcdful manner in which the inhabitants

of Trenton and its vicinity exprefs themfelves in their refolves of the

24th of June laft, with regard to Congrefs.

That Congrefs highly applaud the proper refentment the citi::ens of

Trenton and its vicinity have difcovered againft difturbers of the public

peace and violators of the dignity of the union.

Frjdat, July 4, 1783.

Certain refolutions palTed by the inhabitants of Princeton and its vi-

cinity, being laid before Congrefs, and read.

Resolved, That Congrefs highly applaud the refolutions of the in-

habitants of Princeton and its vicinity, to fupport order and good go-

vernment ; that Congrefs entertain a proper fenfe of their affedionatc
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and refpeclful cxpreflions, and are obliged by their exertions to accom-
niodate the reprefentatives of the United States.

On a report of the fupcrintendant made purfuant to the order of the

20th of June laft :

Resolved, That the pay-mafter-general be, and he is hereby fully

authorized and empowered to fettle and finally adjuft all accounts
whatfoever, between the United States, and the officers and foldiers of
the American army, fo as to include all and every demand which they
or either of them, may have by virtue of the feveral refolutions and
adls of Congrefs relating thereto. And that the faid pay-mafter do
give certificates of the fums which may appear due on fuch fettlements

in the form and manner which the fuperintendant of the finances of
the United States may direct: provided always, that the certificates

to the officers (hall be delayed for a reafonable time, to obtain returns

of payments or advances to them by the ftates, or public departments,
where in the opinion of the pay-mafter-general, fuch delay Ihall be ne-
celTary. ^mm^^^^-

WEDNESDAr, July 9, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Higginfon, feconded by Mr. Holten,
" That the fuperintendant of finance do direft the receiver of con-

tinental taxes in the (late of Maffachufetts, to pay to the officers and
foldiers of the Maffachufetts line of the army, who have been difcharg-
ed on furlough, the amount of one year's pay, out of the monies he
may receive from that ftate, on account of the requifition for the ex-
pcnfes of the year 1782."

A motion was then made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr.
Clark,

That the foregoing motion be committed : and on the queftion for
a commitment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Higginfon,

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten, no')

Mr. Higginson, no ^
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, aj>}

Mr. Arnold, ay \
^-^

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay^S

Mr. Clark, ayK-ay
Mr. Condict, ay J

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Delaware, Mr. M^Comb, ay')

Mr. Bedford, ayS^^-^
Virginia, Mr. Bland, ay )>

*

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay\
Mr. Williamson, ^' $

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, ay\
Mr. Read, ay^ °^

So the queflion was loft.

After fome further debate, an adjournment was called for, and
agreed to. «^®«i»

Thursday, July 10, 1783.
Congrefs rcfumed the confideration of the motion of Mr. Higgin-

ibn, which was under debate yefterday ; and thereupon,
Vol. VIII. E 3

divided*
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Ordered) That the faid motion be referred to a committee of three.

FniDAr, July 11, 1783.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of the committee, con-

fiding of Mr. Bland, Mr. Fitzfimmons and Mr. Higginfon, to whom
was referred the motion of Mr. Higginfon, and the fame being read

as follows :

Whereas it has been reprefented to Congrefs, that the officers and
foldiers of the Maffachufetts line, who have lately retired on furlough,

have not received the pay which was formerly diretled ; and whereas

it is the wifh of Congrefs to do equal juftice to all the officers and fol-

diers of the continental army ; therefore.

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance be, and he is hereby

direfted to complete without delay, the fame payments to the officers

and foldiers of the Maffachufetts line, which were ordered to be paid

to the army at large.

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance, be diredled immedi-

ately to order the receivers of the continental revenue in each (late,

to receive the notes ifTued by his order for the payment of the army,

whether figned by himfelf or Michael Hillegas, treafurer, payable in

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 months, indifcharge of the requifition for 8,000,000

of dollars, for the expenfe of the year 1782, and that he immediatel)'-

publilh the faid order in all the newfpapers in the feveral dates."

A motion was made by Mr. Holten, feconded by Mr. Higginfon,

to poftpone the confideration of the report, in order again to take up

the original motion, as entered on the journal the 9th inft. And on the

queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Hol-

ten,

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten, ay'}

Mr. Higginson, <yS
Rhode-Island) Mr. Ellery, ay')

Mr. Arnold, <y 3
'^

Connecticut) Mr. Ellsworth, no ^ %

New-Jersej) Mr. Boudinot, wo"i

Mr. Clark, no v«*
Mr. Condict, no}

Pennsylvania) Mr. Fitzsimmons, no'}

Mr. Montgomery, no 5
Delaware) Mr. M^Comb, no')

Mr. Bedford, no 5
"'

Virginia, Mr. Bland, ^°\ n
Mr. Mercer, no^

North-Carolina) Mr. Hawkins, no \
Mr. Williamson, no >

South-Carolina) Mr. Izard) no >

Mr. Read) no 5
So the queftion was loft.

The report was then taken into farther confideration, and the foff

lowing resolution agreed to.

Whereas it has been reprefented to Congrefs, that the officers and
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foldiers of the MaiTachufetts line, who have lately retired on furlough,'

have not received the pay which was formerly dire£led : And where-

as it is the wifh of Congrefs to do equal juftice to all the officers and
foldiers of the continental army :

Resohed unanimously^ That the fuperintendant of finance be, and
he is hereby diredled to complete without delay, the fame payments
to the officers and foldiers of the Maffachufetts line, which were or-

dered to be paid to the army at large.

The laft paragraph of the report being under debate, and the fame
having been amended.

Ordered^ That it be referred to the fuperintendant of finance to re-

port, and that he be direded to report immediately what mcafures he

has taken relative to the pay of the army.

On motion of Mr. Higginfon, feconded by Mr, Holten,
Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance be dire£led to report

to Congrefs, the reafons why the troops lately furloughed, did not re-

ceive part of their pay previous thereto, agreeably to the intention of
Congrefs ; and alfo to report the meafures by which he expeds to re-

deem the notes he has iffued, or may hereafter iffue to the troops

which have been, or may be furloughed under the refolution of the

26th day of May laft.

On motion of Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. Ellfworth, Con-
g'refs came to the following refolntion :

One of the delegates from Pennfylvania having read in his place, a
letter from the fupreme executive council of that ftate, complaining of
an ambiguity in part of the report of a committee which was entered
on the journal on the 1ft inft. in the following words : " that they

(the executive council) regretted the infult which had happened, with
this additional motive of fenfibillty, that they had themfelves had a
principal Ihare in it."

Resolved, That Congrefs do not conceive the committee had the

moft diftant intention to infinuate that the executive council had any
Ihare in promoting the infult which was offered to Congrefs by the mu-
tinous troops, but that the executive council had fhared with Congrefs
in receiving the infult.

Wednesdat, July 16, 1783.
Mr. Duane, a delegate from the ftate of New-York, and Mr. A.

Lee, a delegate from the ftate of Virginia, attended, and took their

feats in Congrefs.

The agent of marine, to whom was referred a letter of the 20th of

June laft, from the governor of Virginia to the delegates of that ftate,

having reported,

That the fervices rendered by MefTrs. Cowper and Ballard, were
previous to the requifitions for the fervice of 1782 and 1783, fo that
no monies now in the treafury can properly be applied to the payment
of what thofe fervices may on a proper inveftigation appear to be real-

ly worth. That the commiffioner appointed to fettle the accounts
of the United States in Virginia, is authorized to adjuft the value of
fervices rendered by the citizens thereof to the United States, at the
\;lme and place where they were rendered, according to the principles
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of equity ; an authoriry which is vefled in him completely and exclu-

fively. That therefore, MefTrs. Gowper and Ballard, muil apply to

the faid commiffioRer, who, if he fliould find the United States to be

in their debt, will give them certificates like to thofe which are given

to other creditors of the faid ftates, and will tranfmit fuch materials

to the commiflioner for fettling the accounts of the marine department,

as will enable him to make proper charges in thofe accounts.

Resolved., That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

On the report of a committee, conlifling of Mr. Williamfon, Mr.
Maddifon and Mr. Read, to whom was referred a letter of the 25d

June, from the commander in chief, enclofmg a copy of his correfpon-

dence with the commiffioners for fuperintending the embarkations at

New-York :

Resolved, That the commander in chief be Inftrufted, to re-cal the

commiffioners who have been appointed to fuperintend the embarka-

tions at Nev/-York, unlefs fome change of circumftances (hall have

occurred, from which he may conclude that their further continuance

in New-York may be productive of fome advantage to the citizens of

the United States.

On motion of Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. Holten,

Resolved, That whenever the prefident fliall be obliged to adjourn

Congrefs, from the want of feven ftates, an entry fliall be made in the

daily journal of the ftates prefent, and of the names of the individual

Hiembers prefent from the ftates unreprefented.

Friday, July 18, 1783.

An addrefs from the magiftrates, militia officers, and citizens of

the tov/n of Newark, figned by W. Burnet, Efq; chairman, having

been read :

Resolved, That the prefident inform Mr. Burnet, that Congrefs en-

tertain a high fenfe of the fpirit and patriotifm of the magiftrates,

militia officers, and citizens of the town of Newark, applaud their

zeal for good order, and the fecurity and honor of the federal govern-

ment, and are obliged by their difpofition to render the refidence of

Congrefs in the ftate, as agreeable as poffible.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Read, Mr. Ellery

and Mr. M'Henry, to whom was referred a letter of the 23d June,

from the commander in chief, enclofing the copy of a letter from Mr.

Reuben Harvey, merchant in Cork, in the kingdom of Ireland, and

other papers*

Resolved, That his excellency the commander in chief, be requefted

to tranfmit the thanks of Congrefs to Mr. Reuben Harvey, merchant

in Cork, in the kingdom of Ireland, and exprefs the juft fenfe Congrefs

entertain of the fervices he has rendered during the late war, to Ame-

rican prifoners.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Tuefday.

TuESDAr, July 22, 1783.

Six ftates only attended, namely, MafTachufetts, New-York, New-

Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Virginia and North-Carolina ; and from the

ilate of Maryland, Mr. M'Henry, from the ftate of South-Carolina,

Mr. Izard.
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WEDKZSDAr, July 23, 1783.

Mr. Howell, a delegate from the Hate of Rhode-Iflancl, attended,

and took his feat in Congrefs.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Peters, Mr. Clarlc

and Mr. Higginfon, to whom was referred a report of the fiiperinten-

dant of finance, on a petition of Mrs. Grace Mercer :

Ordered, That the fuperintendant of finance, tranfmit to the com-

rniffioner for fettling the accounts of the hofpital-department, a copy

of the memorial of Mrs. Grace Mercer, and in the fettlement of the

accounts of the late Mr. Mercer, due enquiry be made by the faid

commiflioner, into the caufes of the detention of the money therein

mentioned ; and that the faid commiffioner report the refult of fuch

enquiry to the fuperintendant of finance, who is hereby authorized to

take order therein as fhall appear to him juft, on fuch report being-

made.
On motion, Ordered., That the committee of five members, appoint-

ed laO: January, to enquire into the proceedings of the department of

foreign affairs, be difcharged ; they having affigned fatisfa£lory rea-

fons for not reporting.

TauRSDAr, July 24, 1783.

Six ftates only attended, namely, Maffachufetts, Rhode-lfland, New-
Terfey, Pennfylvania, Virginia and North-Carolina ; and from the

ftate of New-York, Mr. Duane, from the ftate of South- Carolina, Mr.
Izard.

FjRiDAr, July 25, 1783.

Six ftates only attended, namely, Maffachufetts, Rhode-lfland, New-
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Virginia and North-Carolina ; and from the Ante

of New-York, Mr. Duane, from Delaware, Mr. M'Comb, from Ma-
ryland, Mr. M' Henry, and from the ftate of South-Carolina, Mr.
izard.

SA-ruRDAr, July 26, 1783.

An addrefs from the officers of the three battalions of militia of

Hunterdon, Middlefex and Somerfet, mofl: contiguous to Princeton,

being read.

Resolved, That the prefident inform the officers of militia of Hun-
terdon, Middlefex and Somerfet, that Congrefs have received with

much fatisfacllon, their refpeftful and aflfetElionate addrefs, and highly

approve of the patriotic fentiments contained in the rcfolutions witli

which it is accompanied.

MoNDATy July 28, 1783.

An addrefs from the citizens of Philadelphia, and the liberties thcre-

pf, having been received and read.

Resolved, That the prefident inform the citizens of Philadelphia,

and its liberties, in anfwer to their refpeftful and affectionate addrefs,

that the United States in Congrefs alTembled, have great fatisfaftion

in reviewing the fpirited and patriotic exertions which have been made

\)Y the government and citi^^ens of Pennfylvania, in the courfe of the
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]ate glorious war ; and that they are highly pleafed with the refolution

exprelTed by the citizens of Philadelphia, to aid in al! meafures which
Biiay have a tendency to fupport the national honor and dignity.

On motion, Resolved, That the prefident inform the commander in

thief, that his attendance at Congrefs is requefted as foon as may be

convenient, after his return from the northward.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr.. Higginfon, Mr. El-

3ery and Mr. Williamfon, to whom was referred a letter of the 14th

inft. from the fupreme executive council of Pennfylvania, together with

all the letters received from them fince the 2 1ft of June, and alfo a

letter of the 13th inft, from major-general R. Howe.
Resolved, That though Congrefs are difpofed to extend every pof-

fible mark of clemency which may confift with the honor of govern-

ment and fafety of the public, to thofe troops who were concerned in

the late mutiny, they cannot take any final refolutions on that fubjeft,

till the commanding-officer fiiall have flnifhed the trials and enquiries

now begun.

Resolved, That Congrefs have no objection to furloughs being grant-

ed to any of the loldiers concerned in the late mutiny, who are not

fuppofed to have been particularly active or inftrumental in the fame,

or whofe evidence is not fuppofed to be important towards convifting

the chief offenders.

Resolved, That as the acl of the 26th of May laft, by which the

troops that were difcharged or furloughed, were to be permitted to

carry home their arms, originated in the high degree of con£dence
which Congrefs have ever had occalion to place in the patriotifm, and

good difpofition of the army, the foldiers concerned in the late mu-
tiny having evinced that they are not entitled to fuch confidence, can-

not be permitted to take their arms.

Resolved, That fuch of the troops lately detached under the com-
mand of major-general Howe, as may not longer be neceffary for ef-

fe(!^ing the fervices on which they were detached, be fent back to the

main army.

On a letter, of the 28th, from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That fuch officers of the army of the United States, as

were prifoners of war, in the months of February, March and April

laft, be confidered as being within the fpirit and intention of the adl

of Congrefs of the 2d of May laft, which direfts an advance of part

of the pay due to the army.

TuzsDAT, July 29, 1783.

Mr. Abiel Fofter, a delegate for the liate of New-Hampfhire, at-

tended, and produced his credentials, by which it appears, that on the

18th day of February laft, he was appointed a delegate to reprefent

that ftate for one year, from the date, unlefs fooner relieved, or recal-

led by the general affembly of the ftate.

Mr. S. Huntington and Mr. B. Huntington, delegates for the ftate

of Connecticut, attended, and took their feats in Congrefs.

Congrefs took into confideration a treaty of amity and commerce,

concluded between the king of Sweden, and the United States of

America, figned at Paris on the 3d day of April laft, and the fame
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was adopted and ratified, nine ftates being prefeut, in the manner

following

:

The United States of America in Congress asstmhhd.

To all who fhall fee thele prefciits, greeting.

WHEREAS by our commiflion dated at Philadelphia, on the 28th

day of September, 1782, the hon. Benjamin Franklin, was inveftcd

with full powers on the part of the United States of America, to con-

cert and conclude with a perfon or perfons equally empowered on the

part of his niajefty the king of Sweden, a treaty of amity and com-
merce, having for its bafis the mod perfeft equality, and for its ob-

ject the mutual advantage of the parties, we promiling in good faith

to ratify whatever (hould he tranfaiSled by virtue of the faid commif-

lion ; and whereas our faid minifter in purfuance of his full powers,

did at Paris, on the 3d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1783,

with count GuRavus Philip de Creutz, minifter plenipotentiary na-

med for that purpofe, on the part of his majefty the king of Sweden,

conclude and fign a treaty of amity and commerce in the words fol-

lowing, to wit

:

A Treaty of Amity and Commerce concluded between bis majesty the

king of Sweden and the United States of North-America,

The king of Sweden, of the Goths and Vandals, &c. &c. Sec. and
the thirteen United States of North-America, to wit : New-Hamp-
fhirC; Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Iiland, Connecticut, New-York, New-
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the counties of New-Caftle, Kent and SufTex,

on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina

and Georgia, defiring to eftablidi in a ftable and permanent manner,
the rules which ought to be obferved relative to the correfpondence

and commerce which the two parties have judged neceffary to eftablifli

between their refpeftive countries, ftates and fubjefts ; his majefty and
the United States have thought that they could not better accomplifti

that end, than by taking for a bafis of their arrangements, the mutual
intereft and advantage of both nations, thereby avoiding all thofe

hurthenfome preferences, which are ufually fources of debate, embar-
rafTment and difcontent, and by leaving each party at liberty to make,
refpefting navigation and commerce, thofe interior regulations which
(hall be moft convenient to itfelf.

"With this view, his majefty the king of Sweden, has nominated and
appointed for his plenipotentiary, count Guftavus Philip de Creutz,
his ambaffador extraordinary to his moftChriftian majefty, and knight,
commander of his orders ; and the United States on their part, have
fully empowered Benjamin Franklin, their minifter plenipotentiary to
his moft Chrillian majefty : the faid plenipotentiaries, after exchanging
their full powers, and after mature deliberation in confequence thereof^

have agreed upon, concluded and figned the following articles.

Art. 1. There (hall be a firm, inviolable and univerfal peace and a
true and fincere friendlhip between the king of Sweden, his heirs and
fucceffors, and the United States of America, and the fubjedts of his

majefty, and thofe of the faid ftates, and between the countries, iflands,

cities and towns fituated under the jurifdidion of the king and of the
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faid Unlied States, without any acception of perfons or places ; and
the conditions agreed to in this prefent treaty, {hall he perpetual and
permanent between the king, his heirs and rucceffors, and the faid Uni-
ted States.

Art. 2. The king and the United States engage mutually, not to

grant hereafter any particular favor to other nations in refpeft to com-
merce and navigation, which flial! not immediately become common
to the other party, who fhall enjoy the fame favor freely, if the con-

ceflion was freely made, or on allowing the fame compenfation, if the

conceiTion was conditional.

Art. 3. The fubjefts of the king of Sweden fliall not pay in the

ports, havens, roads, countries, iflands, cities and towns of the United
States or any of them, any other or greater duties or imports of what
nature foever they may be, than thofe which the mofl; favored nations

are or fhall be obliged to pay ; and they lliall enjoy all the rights,

liberties, privileges, iujmunities and exemptions in trade, navigation

and conimerccy which the faid nations do or fliall enjoy, whether in

pafling from one port to another of the United States, or in going to

or from the fame, from or to any part of the world whatever.

Art. 4. The fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid United States fliall

not pay in the ports, havens, roads, iflands, cities and towns under

the dominion of tlie king of Sweden, any other or greater duties or

impofts of what nature foever they may be, or by what name foever

called, than thofe Avhich the moil: favored nations are or fhall be

obliged to pay ; and they fliall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privi-

leges, immunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce,

which the faid nations do or fliall enjoy, whether in pafTing from one

port to another of the dominion of his faid majefty, or in going to or

from the fame, from or to any part of the world whatever.

Art. 5. There fliall be granted a full, perfect and entire liberty of

confcience to the inhabitants and fuhjeCls of each party, and no perfou

fliall be molefled on account of his worfliip, provided he fubmits fo far

as regards the public demonfliration of it to the laws of the country:

Moreover, liberty fhall be granted, when any of the fubjecls or inha-

bitants of either party die in the territory of the other, to bury them

in convenient and decent places, which fliall be aiflgned for the purpofe :

And the two contracting parties will provide each in its jurifdiction,

that the fubjects and inhabitants refpeilively, may obtain certificates

of the death in cafe the delivery of them is required.

Art. 6. The fubjecls of the contradting parties in the refpedive

flates, may freely difpofe of their goods and efieds, either by tefla-

ment, donation or otherwife, in favor of fuch perfons as they think

proper ; and their heirs in whatever place they fliall refide, fliall re-

ceive the fuccefTion, even ab Inteftato, either in perfon or by their at-

torney, without having occafion to take out letters of naturalization.

Thefe Inheritances as Avell as the capitals and effeds, which the fub-

jefts of the two parties, in changing their abode, fliall be deiirous of

removing from the place of their abode, fliall be exempted from all

duty, called " droit de detraflion," on the part of the government of

the two ftates refpeciively. But it is at the fame time agreed, that

nothing contained in this article fliall in any manner derogate from
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the ordinances publiflied in Sweden againft emigrations, or which may-

hereafter be publifhed, which fliall remain in full force and vigour.

The United States on their part, or any of them, (hall be at liberty to

make refpeding this matter, fuch laws as they think proper.

Art. 7. All and every the fubjeds inhabitants of the kingdom of

Sweden, as well as thofe of the United States, (hall be permitted to

navigate with their veffels in all fafety and freedom, and without any

regard to thofe to whom the merchandizes and cargoes may belong,

from any port whatever, and the fubjedls and inhabitants of the two
dates, fhall likewife be permitted to fail and trade with their veffels,

and with the fame liberty and fafety to frequent the places, ports and

havens of powers, enemies to both or either of the contracting parties,

without being in anywife molefted or troubled, and to carry on a com-
merce not only direftly from the ports of an enemy to a neutral port,

but even from one port of an enemy to another port of an enemy,

whether it be under the jurifdidlion of the fame or of different prin-

ces. And as it is acknowledged by this treaty, with refpedl to iTiips

and merchandizes, that free fliips lliall make the merchandizes free,

and that every thing which (hall be on board of fhips belonging to fub-

je(S\s of the one or the other of the contradting parties, fhall be confi-

dered as free, even though the cargo or a part of it fhould belong to

the enemies of one or both : it is neverthelefs provided, that contra-

band goods fhall always be excepted ; which being intercepted fhall be
proceeded againft according to the fpirit of the following articles. It

is likewife agreed, that the fame liberty be extended to perfons who
may be on board a free (hip, with this efFeft, that although they be
enemies to both or either of the parties, they fliall not be taken out of

the free fhip, unlefs they are foldiers in the a6lual fervicc of the faid

enemies.

Art. 8. This liberty of navigation and commerce fliall extend to

all kinds of merchandizes except thofe only which are expreffed in the

following article, and are diftinguifhed by the name of contraband
goods.

Art. 9. Under the name of contraband or prohibited goods, fliall

be comprehended, arms, great guns, cannon balls, arquebufes, muf-
quets, bombs, petards, granadoes, fauciffes, pitch, balls, carriages for

ordinance, mufquet refts, bandoliers, cannon powder, matches, falt-

petre, fulphur, bullets, pikes, fabres, fwords, morions, helmets, cuiraf-

fes, halberts, javelins, piftols, holfters, belts, bayonets, horfes with
their harnefs, and all other like kinds of arms and inftruments of war
for the ufe of troops.

Art. 10. Thefe which follow fliall not be reckoned in the number
of prohibited goods ; that is to fay, all forts of clothes, and all other
manufadures of wool, flax, tilk, cotton, or any other materials ; all

kinds of wearing apparel, together with the things of which they are

commonly made
; gold, filvcr, coined or uncoined, brafs, iron, lead,

copper, latten, coals, wheat, barley, and all forts of corn or pulfe, to-

bacco, all kinds of fpices, falted or fmoaked flefli, falted fifli, cheefe,
butter, beer, oil, wines, fugar, all forts of fait and provifions which
ferve for the nourilhment and fuftenance of man ; all kinds of cotton,
hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, cables, fails, fail-cloth, anchors, and anv
Vol. VIII. F 2
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parts of anchors, (hip mafts, planks, boards, beams, and all forts of
trees and other things proper for building or repairing fliips ; nor fhall

any goods be confidered as contraband, which have not been worked
into the form of any inftrument or thing for the purpofe of war by
land or by fea, much lefs fuch as have been prepared or wrought up for

any ufe, all which fliall be reckoned free goods ; as likewife all others

'.vhich are not comprehended and particularly mentioned in the fore-

going article ; fo that they fhall not, by any pretended interpretation,

be comprehended among prohibited or contraband goods ; on the con-

trary, they may be freely tranfported by the fubjeAs of the king and

of the United States, even to places belonging to an enemy, fuch pla-

ces only excepted as are befieged, blocked or invefled ; and thofe pla-

ces only fliall be confidered as fuch, which are nearly furrounded by

one of the belligerent powers.

Art. 11. In order to avoid and prevent on both fides all difputes

and difcord, it is agreed that in cafe one of the parties fliall be engag-

ed in a war, the fhips and velTels belonging to the fubjedts or inhabi-

tants of the other, fhall be furnidied with fea letters or paffports, ex-

preffing the name, property and port of the vefVel, and alio the name

and place of abode of the mafter or commander of the faid veffel, in or-

der that it may thereby appear, that the faid veffel really and truly be-

longs to the fubjefts of the one or the other party. Thefe paffports,

which {liall be drawn up in good and due form, fhall be renewed every

time the veffel returns home in the courfe of the year. It is alfo

agreed, that the faid veffels when loaded fliall be provided not only

with fea letters, but alfo with certificates, containing a particular ac-

count of the cargo, the place from which the veffel failed, and that of

her deftination in order that it may be known, whether they carry any

of the prohibited or contraband merchandizes, mentioned in the ninth

article of the prefent treaty : which certificates (hall be made out by

the officers of the place from which the veffel fliall depart.

Art. 12. Although the veffels of the one and of the other party, may

navigate freely and with all fafety, as is explained in the 7th article ;

they fliall neverthelefs be bound at all times when required, to exhi-

lait as well on the high-fea as in port, their paffports and certificates

above-mentioned. And not having contraband merchandize on board

for an enemy's port, they may freely and without hindrance purfue

their voyage to the place of their deflination. Neverthelefs the exhi-

bition of papers fliall not be demanded of merchant fliips under the con-

voy of veffels of war, but credit fliall be given to the word of the offi-

cer commanding the convoy.

Art. 1 3. If on producing the faid certificates, it be difcovered that

the veffel carries fome of the goods which are declared to be prohi-

bited or contraband, and which are tonfigned to an enemy's port, it

fliall not however be lawful to break up the hatches of fuch fliips, nor

to open any cheft, coffers, packs, calks or veffels, nor to remove or dif-

place the fmalleft part of the merchandizes, until the cargo has been

landed in the prefence of officers appointed for the purpofe, and

until an Inventory thereof has been taken ; nor fliall it be lawful to

fell, exchange or alienate the cargo or any part thereof, until legal

procefs fliall have been had againft the prohibited merchandizes, and
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Sentences {hall have paffed, declaring them liable to confifcation ; fa-

ying neverthelefs, as well the fliips thcmrelves, as the otlier merchan-

dizes which Ihall have been found therein, which by virtue of this prc-

fent treaty, are to be efteemed free, and which are not to be detained

on pretence of their having been loaded with prohibited merchandize,

and much lefs coniifcated as lawful prize. And in cafe the contra-

band merchandize be only a part of the cargo, and the raafter of the

velTel agrees, confents and offers to deliver them to the veffel that has

difcovered them, in that cafe, the latter, after receiving the merchan-

dizes which are good prize, fliall immediately let the vefTel go, and

fhall not by any means hinder her from purfuiiig her voyage to the

place of her deflination. When a veffel is taken and brought into any

of the ports of the contradling parties, if upon examination (he be found'

to be loaded only with merchandizes declared to be free, the owner or

be who has made the prize, fhall be bound to pay all colls and dama-
ges to the maffer of the veffel unjuftly detained.

Art. 14. It is likewife agreed, that whatever fhall be found to be

laden by the fubjeds of either of the two contracting parties, on a fhip

belonging to the enemies of the other party, the whole effects, although

not of the number of thole declared contraband, fhall be confifcated

as if they belonged to the enemy ; excepting neverthelefs fuch goods
and merchandizes a-s were put on board before the declaration of war,

and even fix months after the declaration, after which term none fhall

be prefumed to be ignorant of it : which merchandizes fhall not in any
manner be fubjecl to confifcation, but fhall be faithfully and fpecifi-

cally delivered to the owners, who (hall claim or caufe them to be
claimed, before confifcation and fale, as alfo their proceeds, if the claim

be made within eight months, and could not be made fooner after the

fale, which is to be public : provided neverthelefs, that if the faid mer-
chandizes be contraband, it fhall not be in anywife lawful to carry them
afterward to a port belonging to the enemy.

Art. 15. And that more efFe£lual care may be taken for the

fecurity of the two contrafting parties, that they fufFer no prejudice

by the men of war of the other party or by privateers, all captains and
commanders of Ihips of his Swedifh majefly and of the United States,

and all their fubjeds, fliall be forbidden to do any injury or damage
to thofe of the other party, and if they ad to the contrary, having
been found guilty on examination by their proper judges, they fhall

be bound to make fatisfadion for all damages and the intereft thereof,

and to make them good under pain and obligation of their perfons and
goods.

Art. 16. For this caufe, every individual who is defirous of fitting

out a privateer, fliall, before he receives letters patent or fpecial com-
miffion, be obliged to give bond with fufficient fureties, before a com-
petent judge, for a fufhcient fum, to anfwer all damages and wrongs
which the owner of the privateer, his officers or others in his employ
may commit during the cruife, contrary to the tenor of this treaty,
and contrary to the edids publiQied by either party, whether by the king
of Sweden or by the United States, in virtue of this fame treaty, and
alfo under the penalty of having the faid letters patent and fpecia!
commiffion revoked and made void.
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Art. 1 7. One of the contrafting parties being at war, and the other

remaining neuter, if it fhould happen that a merchant fliip of the neu-

trial power be taken by the enemy of the other party, and be after-

wards re-taken by a fliip of war or privateer of the power at war, alfo

fhips and merchandizes of what nature foever they may be, when re-

covered from a private or fea rover, (hall be brought into a port of

one of the two powers, and fhall be committed to the cuflody of the

officers of the faid port, that they may be reftored entire to the true

proprietor, as foon as he fhall have produced full proof of the property.

Merchants, matters and owners of fhips, feamen, people of all forts,

fliips and veffels, and in general all merchandizes and efFeds of one of

the allies or their fubjedls, fliall not be fubjecl to any embargo, nor

detained in any of the countries, territories, iilands, cities, towns, ports,

rivers, or dominions whatever of the other ally, on account of any

military expedition, or any public or private purpofe whatfoever, by

feizure, by force, or by any fuch manner ; much lefs Iball it be lawful

for the fubjefts of one of the parties to feize or take any thing by

force from the fubjeds of the other party, without the confent of the

owner. This however is not to be underftood to comprehend feizures,

detentions and arrefts, made by order and by the authority of juftice,

and according to the ordinary courfe for debts or faults of the fub-

jecl, for which procefs fliall be had in the way of right according to

the forms of juftice.

Art. 18. If it fhould happen that the two contraftlng parties fliould

be engaged in a war at the fame time with the common enemy, the

following points fhall be obferved on both fides.

1ft. If the fliips of one of the two nations re-taken by the privateers

of the other, have not been in the power of the enemy more than 24

hours, they fball be reftored to the original owner, on payment of id of

the value of the fhip and cargo. If on the contrary the veffel re-ta-

ken, has been more than 24 hours in the power of the enemy, it fhall

belong wholly to him who has re-taken it.

2d. In cafe, during the interval of 24 hours, a velTel be re-taken

by a man of war of either of the two parties, it fhall be reftored to

the original owner, on payment of a 30th part of the value of the vclTel

and cargo, and a 10th part if it has been re-taken after the 24 hours ;

which fums fhall be diftributed as a gratification among the crew of

the men of war that ftiall have made the re-capture.

3d. The prizes made in manner above-mentioned, fliall be reftored

to the owners after proof made of the property, upon giving fecurity

for the part coming to him who has recovered the vefTel from the hands

of the enemy.

4th. The men of war and privateers of the two nations fhall reci-

procally be admitted with their prizes into each others ports ; but the

prizes ftiall not be unloaded or fold there until the legality of a prize

made by Swedifti ftiips ftiall have been determined according to the

laws and regulations eftabliOied in Sweden, as alfo that of the prizes

made by American vefTels ftiall have been determined according to

the laws and regulations eftabliftiedby the United States of America.

5th. Moreover the king of Sweden and the United States of Ame-

yica, ftiall be at liberty to make fuch regulations as they fhall judge
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neceffary, refpe£ling the coiiduft which their men of war and priva-

teers reipeftively, fliall be bound to obferve with regard to veffels

which they Ihall take and carry into the ports of the two powers.

Art. ly. The Ihips of war of his Swediih majetty, and thofe of the

United States, and alfo thofe which their fubjeds fliall have armed
for war, may with all freedom condud the prizes which they fhall have
made from their enemies, into the ports which are open in time of war
to other friendly nations, and the fald prizes upon entering the faid

ports, fliall not be fubjedl to arreft or felzure, nor fhall the officers of

the places take cognizance of the validity of the faid prizes, which
may depart and be conduced freely and with all liberty to the places

pointed out in their commiffions, which the captains of the faid veffels

fhall be obliged to fliew.

Art. 20. In cafe any veflel belonging to cither of the two ftates or

to their fubjeds, (hall be ftranded, fhipwrecked, or fuffer any other da-

mage on the coafts or under the dominion of either of the parties, all

aid and affiftance fhall be given to the perfons fhipwrecked, or who may
be in danger thereof, and paflports fhall be granted to them to fecurc

their return to their own country. The fhips and merchandizes wreck-
ed, or their proceeds, if the efFeds have been fold, being claimed in a

j'^ear and a day, by the owners or their attorney, fhall be rcftored, on
their paying the cofts of falvage, conformable to the laws and cuftoms
of the two nations.

Art. 2 1 . When the fubjeds and inhabitants of the two parties, with
their veffels, whether they be public and equipped for war, or private

employed in commerce, Ihall be forced by tempeft, by purfult of pri-

vateers and of enemies, or by any other urgent ncccffity, to retire and
enter any of tiie rivers, bays, roads or ports of either of the two parties,

they fliall be received and treated with all humanity and politenefs,

and they fliall enjoy all friendfliip, protedion and affidance, and they
fhall be at liberty to fupply themfclves with refrefhments, provifions,

and every thing neceffary for their fuftenance, for the repair of their

veffels, and for continuing their voyage
; provided always, that they

pay a reafonable price, and they fliall not in any manner be detained or
hindered from falling out of the faid ports or roads, but they may re-

tire and depart when and as they pleafe, without any obftacie or hin-

drance.

Art. 22. In order to favor conimerce on both fides as much as pof-
fible, it is agreed, that in cafe a war fhould break out between the laid

two nations, which God forbid, the term of nine months after the de-
claration of war, fhall be allowed to the merchants and fubjeds ref-

pedlvely on one fide and the other, in order that they may withdraw
with their effeds and moveables, which they fliall be at liberty to car-
ry off or to fell where they pleafe, without the leaft obftacie ; nor fliall

any feize their effeds, and much lefs their perfons, during the faid

nine months; but on the contrary, paffports which fhall be valid for a
time neceffary for their return, fliall be given them for their veffels and
the effeds which they fhall be willing to cany with them. And if

any thing is taken from them, or if any injury is done to them by one
of the parties, their people and fubjeds during the term above pre-
fcrlbed, full and entire fatisfadion fhall be made to them on that ac-
count. The above-mentioned paffports fliall alfo ferve as a fafe coa-
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du£l againft all infults or prizes which privateers may attempt againft

their perfons and effefts.

Art. 23. No fubjedl of the king of Sweden fhall take a commifliou

or letters of marque for arming any veiTel to aiEl as a privateer againft

the United States of America, or any of them, or againft the fubjefts,

people or inhabitants of the faid United States or any of them, or

againft the property of the inhabitants of the faid ftates, from any prince

or ftate whatever, with whom the faid United States fliall be at war.

Nor ftiall any citizen, fubjed\ or inhabitant of the faid United States

or any of them, apply for or take any commiffion or letters of marque,

for arming any vefTel to cruize againft the fubjedls of his Swedilh ma-
iefty or any of them, or their property, from any prince or ftate what-

ever with whom his faid majefty fliall be at war. And if any perfon of

either nation, fhall take fuch commiffions or letters of marque, he fliall

be puniftied as a pirate.

Art. 24. The vefTels of the fubjedls of either of the parties coming
•upon any of the coafts belonging to the other, but not willing to en-

ter into port, or being entered into port and not willing to unload their

cargoes or to break bulk, fhall not be obliged to do it ; but on the

contrary, fhall enjoy all the franchifes and exemptions which are grant-

ed by the rules fubfifting with refpeft to that obje£t.

Art. 25. When a vefTel belonging to the fubjeAs and inhabitants

of either of the parties, failing on the high-fea, fliall be met by a

fliip of war or privateer of the other, the faid fliip of war or priva^

teer, to avoid all diforder, fhall remain out of cannon fhot, but may
always fend their boat to tlie merchant fliip, and caufe two or three

men to go on board of her, to whom the mafter or commander of the

faid vefTel fliall exhibit his palTport, ftating the property of the vefTel,

and when the faid vefTel fliall have exhibited her pafTport, fhe fhall be

at liberty to continue her voyage, and it fhall not be lawful to molcft

or fearch her in any manner, or to give her chafe, or force her to quit

her intended courfe.

Art. 26. The two contracting parties grant mutually the liberty

of having each in the ports of the other, confuls, vice-confuls, agents

• and conimifTaries, whofe funftions fliall be regulated by a particular

agreement.

Art. 27. The prefent treaty fhall be ratified on both fides, and the

ratifications fhall be exchanged in the fpace of eight months, or foon-

er if poffible, counting from the day of the fignature.

In faith whereof, the refpeftive plenipotentiaries have (igned the

above articles, and have thereunto affixed their feals.

Pone at Paris, the third day of April, in the year of our Lord

one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-three.

(Signed) GusTAv. Philip, Compte de Creutz, l. s,

B. Franklin, l. s.

Separate Article.

The king of Sweden and the United States of North-America, agree

that the prefent treaty fhall have its full efFeA for the fpace of 15

years, counting from the day of the ratification ; and the two contrac-
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ting parties referve to themfelves the liberty of renewing it at the end

of that term.

Done at Paris, the third of April, in the year of our Lord one

thoufand fcven hundred and eighty-three.

(Signed) Gustav. Philip, Compte de Creutz, l. s.

B. Franklin, l. s.

Separate Articles.

Art. 1. His Swedifii majefty (hall ufe all the means in his power

to proted and defend the veffels and effeds belonging to citizens or

inhabitants of the United States of North-America and every of them,

which fliall be in the ports, havens, roads, or on the feas near the

countries, iflands, cities and towns of his faid majefty, and fhall ufe

his utmoft endeavours to recover and reftore to the right owners, all

fuch veffels and cffeds which fliall be taken from them within his ju-

rifdidion.

Art. 2. In like manner, the United States of North-America, fhall

proted and defend the veffels and efFeds belonging to the fubjeds of

his Swedilh majefty, which (hail be in the ports, havens or roads, or

on the feas near to the countries, iflands, cities and towns of the faid

fl;ates, and fliall ufe their utmoft efforts to recover and reflore to the

right owners, all fuch veffels and efFeds which fliali be taken from

them, within their jurifdidion.

Art. 3. If in any future war at fea, the contrading powers refolvc

to remain neuter, and as fuch, to obferve the ftrideft neutrality, then

it is agreed, that if the merchant fliips of either party, fliould happen

to be in a part of the fea where the fliips of war of the fame nation

are not ftationed, or if they are met on the high-fea, without being

able to have recourfe to their own convoys, in that cafe the comman-
der of the fliips of war of the other party, if required, fliall in good

faith and fincerity give them all neceffary afliftance, and in fuch cafe,

the fhips of war and frigates of either of the powers, fliall proted and

fupport the merchant fliips of the other
;
provided neverthelefs, that

the fliips claiming affiftance are not engaged in any illicit commerce
contrary to the principles of the neutrality.

Art. 4. It is agreed and concluded that all merchants, captains of

merchant fhips or other fubjeds of his Swedifh majefty, fliall have full

liberty in all places under the dominion or jurifdidion of the United

States of America, to manage their own affairs and to employ in the

management of them whomfoever they pleafe ; and they fhall not be

obliged to make ufe of any interpreter or broker, nor to pay them any

reward unlefs they make ufe of thein. Moreover the maftcrs of (hips

(hall not be obliged in loading or unloading their veffels, to employ

labourers appointed by public authority for that purpofe ; but they

fhall be at full liberty, themfelves to load or unload their veffels, or

to employ in loading or unloading them, whomfoever they think pro-

per, without paying reward under the title of falary to any other per-

fon whatever ; and they fhall not be obliged to turn over any kind of

merchandizes to other veffels, nor to receive them on board their own,
nor to wait for their lading, longer than they pleafe, and all and eve-

ry of the citizens, people and inhabitants of the Unitsd States of Arac*
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rica, {hall reciprocally have and enjoy the fame privileges and liberties

in all places under the jurifdidion of the faid realm.

Art. 5. It is agreed, that when merchandizes fliall have been put on
board the fhips or velTels of either of the contracling parties, they
fliall not be fubjefted to any examination ; but all examination and
learch nuiR be before lading, and the prohibited merchandizes mufl:

be flopped on the fpot before they are embarked, unlefs there is full

evidence or proof of fraudulent praiStice on the part of the owner of

the Ihip, or of him who has the command of her ; in which cafe only

he fhall be refponfible and fubjedl to the laws of the country in which
he may be : in all other cafes neither the fubjefts of either of the con-

tradling parties who fliall be with their veffels in the ports of the other,

nor their merchandizes fhall be feized or moleiled on account of con-

traband goods, which they fhall have wanted to take on board, nor
ftiall any kind of embargo be laid on their (hips, fubjecls or citizens of

the ilate, whofe merchandizes are declared contraband, or the expor-

tation of which is forbidden, thofe only who (liall have fold or intended

to fell or alienate fuch merchandize, being liable to punifhment for

fuch contravention.

Done at Paris, the third day of April, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-three.

(Signed) Gustav. Philip, Compte de Creutz, l. s.

B. Franklin, l. s.

NOW be it known, that we the faid United States of America in

Congrefs affembled, have accepted and approved, and do by thefe pre-

fents, ratify and confirm the faid treaty and every article and claufe

thereof ; and we do authorize and diredl our minifler plenipotentiary

aforefaid, to deliver this our acl of ratification in exchange for the

ratification of the faid treaty, by his raajefly the king of Sweden.

In teftimony whereof, we have caufedour feal to be hereunto affixed.

Witnefs his excellency Elias Boudinot, prefident, this 29th day of

July, 1783, and of our fovereignty and independence the eighth.

On motion of Mr. Duane, fecondcd by Mr. Holten,

Resolvedf That Dr. Franklin, minifter plenipotentiary of thefe Uni-

ted States, for concluding a treaty with the king of Sweden, be, and

he hereby is inftrufted and fully empowered, to obtain amendments

of the following inaccuracies in the commercial treaty with his faid

majefly this day ratified, namely, United States of North-America,

for " United States of America," the counties of New-Caftle, Kent
and Suffex on DelaAvare, for " Delaware ;" and to enter into the ne-

cefTary inflruments and flipulations for that purpofe.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Higglnfon and Mr.
M'Henry, to whom was referred a report of the fuperintendant of

finance, on the lafl; paragraph of the report of the committee under

debate on the 1 1th inflant, having reported the following refolution.

That the fuperintendant of finance be direfled, forthwith to publifh

fo much of his inftruftions to the receivers of the continental revenue,

as relates to their being inflrufted and authorized to take all notes

figned by the fuperintendant of finance, in payment of the taxes ; and

alio to take up all fuch notes whenever tendered, if they have public

money in their hands.
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A nioLion was made by Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,

that the conlideration of the foregoing report be poftponed, in order

to take up the following motion.

That the fuperintendant of finance be diret\ed, to lay before Con-

grefs his inflrudions to the receivers of continental taxes in the Uni-

t-'d States, which direft the receipt of his notes or thole of M. Hille-

gas, in payment of taxes, or the receiving the fame in exchange for

money.
And on the queftion to poftpone for the purpofe afore faid, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Higginfon,

Ne-iV-HampsLire,

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Islandf

Connecticut,

Pennsylvania^

Maryland^

Virginia,

North- Carolina,

South-Carolina^

no

no

no ^
no^
no

'

no]

no
[^

^ > divided.
710^

ay '^ *

710

710

^j'

no'^

710
'

ay

ay
ay'

ay_

]
no

ay

• *

no

ay

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Etlery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Diiane,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. A. Lee,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Willia7nson,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresfurd,

So the queftion was loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Howell, ^af-

ter the words, " to take up fuch notes," to add, " as they become due."

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Higginfon,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster,

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. iS*. Huntington,

Mr. B. Hunti7igton,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Mo7itgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Bla7id,

Mr, A. Lee
J

G 2

Rhode-IsIand,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

Vol. VIII.

no }>

710

no

no

^J
no

no

ay)> *

ay ^ay
no J

^J

.

ay

ay

no

divided.

no

ay

ay
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North-Carolina^
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clant of finance, to the receivers of continental taxes in the feveral

Hates, to take all notes figned by him in payment of taxes ; and alfo

to take up all I'uch notes whenever tendered, if they have public money
in their hands, are not generally known : Resolved^ That the fuperin-

tendant of finance take order for the better information of the citizens

of the feveral dates, refpe<Sling the faid notes :

And on the queftion to poftpone for this, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. Peters,

Nenv-Hampsbire^ Mr. Foster^

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holtetij

Mr. Higginsdrij

Rhode-Island) Mr. Ellery^

Mr. Howell
Connecticut^ Mr. .S". Huntington^

Mr. B. Huntington^

Keiv-Yorky Mr. Duane^

New-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsjhania, Mr. Montgomery^
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. M^Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftion was loft.

The main queftion being amended, was agreed to as follows i

The fuperintendant of finance having reported to Congrefs, " that

the receivers in the feveral ftates have long fince been inftrudled to

take, all notes figned by the fuperintendant of finance in payment of
taxes ; and alfo to take up all fuch notes whenever tendered, if they
have public money in their hands."

Ordered, That the fuperintendant of finance be direfled to publilh

the above information.

FsiDjr, yiugust 1, 1783.

A motion having been made yefterday by Mr. Read, feconded by
Mr. M'Hcnry,

That on the the prefident fiiall adjourn Congrefs, to meet
at Philadelphia, on there to continue until the laft Monday
in Odober next, at which time the prefident (hall adjourn Congrefs, to
meet at Annapolis on the Friday following, unlefs Congrefs fhall be-
fore that time have determined otherwife.

On motion made by Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Howell, the
foregoing motion being taken up, and the firft blank being filled with
the words, " eighth day of Auguft inftant," and the fecond blank with
the words, " twelfth of Auguft inftant." A motiwn was made by Mr.
Bland, feconded by Mr. Howell, to ftrike out the words, " there to
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conlinne innil the lafl: Monday in Oftober next, at which time the pre-

fident fliall adjourn Congrefs, to n)eet at Annapolis on the Friday fol-

lowin<2:, unlefs Cong-refs fhall before that time have determined othev-'6»

wife."

And on the qneflion, fliall thofe words (land ? th,e yeas and nays be-

ing required by Mr. M'Henry,

Neiv-Hampshire^

Massachusetts^

li&ode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiv-Yorky

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

>
no')

no >

no 5

divided.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

divided.

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginsont

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Hoivell,

Mr. S. Huntington, no^
Mr. B. Huntington, no^
Mr. Duane,
Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. B'lontgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. M<-Henry,

Mr. Bland,

Lee,

Hawkins,
Williamson,

Izard,

Mr. Read,

So the words were ftruck cut.

On motion of Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Holtcn,

Ordered^ That Wednefday next be affigned for the farther confi-

deratlon of the motion.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Duane, Mr. A.
Lee and Mr. Higginfon, to whom was referred a letter of 24th July,

from fir Guy Carleton, with fundry communications accompanying

the fame.

Resolved, That the prefident inform fir Guy Carleton, commander
In chief of the Britifh forces at New-York, that the United States in

Congrefs affembled, have confidered the communications which he has

been plcafed to make in his letter of the 24th July laft, relative to

certain perfons fufpefted of forging and pafling the notes ifTued from

the office of finance of the United States.

That they prefume his excellency will give orders that fuch of the

perfons, fnbjefts of any of thefe United States, as are or may be in

cuftody, on a charge of having made or pafTed within any of the Uni-

ted States, counterfeits either of the notes or paper bills of the United

States or any of them, fliall be delivered up together with the proofs

which (hall be collefted againft them, to be tried under the jurifdiftion

to whom the cognizance cf their crimes belongs : that a guard fhall

attend at the time and place to be appointed by him, for the purpofe

of receiving and fecuring fuch of the criminals as fall under the above

defcription : and that with regard to further enquiries, and to criminals

who are not amenable to any of thefe United States, Congrefs have
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entire confidence that juftlcc will be done, and fuch attrocious offen-

ders brought to condign punifhment.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

JlIoNDAr, August 4, 17S3.

Five flates only attended, namely, Rhode-Ifland, GonneAicut, Ncav-

Jerfey, North-Carolina and South-Carolina ; and from the ftate of

New-HampQiire Mr. Fofler, from MalTachufetts Mr. Holten, from

?>laryland Mr. M'Henry, and from the ftate of Virginia Mr. Mercer.

TuESDAT, August 5, 1783.

The agent of marine, to whom was referred a refolution of the houfe

of delegates of the ftate of Virginia of 26th of June, 1783, reported,

That although it is an objecl highly dcfirable, to eflablifli a ref-

pedlable marine, yet the fituation of the public treafury renders it not
advifeable to purchafe fliips for the prefent, nor until the feveral ftates

fhall grant fuch funds for the conftruftion of fliips, docks and naval

arfenuis, and for the fiipport of the naval fervice, as fhall enable the

United States to eftablifh their marine upon a permanent and refpedta-

ble footing.

Resolved.^ That Congrefs agree to the report.

WEDNESDAr, August 6, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Peters, Mr. Clark
and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a memorial of Kelelamund,
alias John Killbuck, an Indian chief.

Resolved, That the memorial of Kelelamund, alias John Killbuck,

be referred to the fuperintendant of finance and fecretary at war, who
are hereby diredled to take order for fupplying this faithful Indian

and his family, and other friendly Indians at Fort-Pitt with clothing

and neceffaries ; and whenfoeverit fhall be agreeable to Kelelamund and
his family to remove into the Indian country, the fecretary at war is

hereby diredled to order provifions, and other necefTary fupplies for

their journey, and a guard for their proteclion, if the fame {hall be
neceffary.

That the fecretary at war be, and he Is hereby directed to enquire
into the numbers and wants of the friendly Indians of the Oneida,
Tufcarora and other northern nations, and in conjunftion with the fu-

perintendant, to afford them fuch fupplies of clothing out of the ftock

of that article now on hand, as in the opinion nf the fuperintendant
of finance and fecretary at war, fliall be deemed fufficient for their

neceffities during the approaching winter. And the fecretary at war
is hereby further direfted, to caufe fuch articles in the quarter-mafter-

general's department, as fliall be ufcful to the faid Indians, to be de-

fivered to them, and alfo a fufficient number and quantity of arms,
powder and lead, to enable them to procure their ufual fubfiftence by
hunting.

Ordered, That the fecretary at war, convey to Kelelamund, and the
chiefs of the Oneida's, Tufcarora's, and other northern nations, the
juft eftimation in which Congrefs continue to hold their fidelity and
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attachment to the United States, through all the vicilltudes of the

late war.

Thup.sdat, August 7, 1783.

Mr. Carroll, a delegate for Maryland, and Mr. L'Hommedieu, a

delegate for New-York, attended, and took their feats in Congrefs.

A motion was made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Read, in the

words following :

The commander in chief having been requefted to attend Congrefs

as foon as he fhall return from the northward, by a refolution of the

26th July.

Resolved^ That a committee be appointed to confer with him on

the peace arrangement ; and that they be inftructed to report the pro-

per manner of receiving him.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Kllery, to

poftpone the confideration of the motion, in order to take up the fol-

lowing, viz. That a committee be appointed to confider and report

what meafures are proper to be adopted by Congrefs, with refpeft to

the reception of the commander in chief, on his arrival at Congrefs.

And on the queftion to agree to poftpone for the above purpofe, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

Nenv-Hampsbire^ Mr. Foster^ ay ^ *

Massachusetts^ Mr. Holten^ ay'i

Mr. Higginsun, ^j
Rhode-Island^ Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Hoivell^

Connecticut) ~ Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Nev}-York, Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mew-Jersey, Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. 3Iontgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. 31'Henry,

Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer, no}
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no }

y no
Mr. Williamson, no 3

South-Carolina^ Mr. Izard, no^
Mr. Read, no Vno

Mr. Beresford, ay}

So the queftion was loft.

A divifion of the main queftion being called for, and on the queftion

to agree to the firft part, as far as the words " peace arrangement,"

inclufive, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ellery,

ay

ay

divided.

no

ay

ay
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Ntno-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Ne'iv-York,

Nenv-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,
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front of the pedeftal, to be engraved as follows : The United States

in Congreis affembled, ordered this ftatue to be erected in the year of

our Lord 1783, in honor of George Wadiington, the illuftrious com-

mander in chief of the armies of the United States of America, dur-

ing the war which vindicated and fecured their liberty, fovereignty

and independence.

Hesolved, That a ftatue conformable to the above plan, be executed

by the beft artill in Europe, under the i'uperintendance of the minifter

of the United States at the court of Verfailles ; and that money to

defray the expenfe of the fame, be furniflied from the treafury of the

United States.

Resolved, That the fecretary of Congrefs tranfmit to the minifter

of the United States at the court of Verfailles, the beft refemblance

of general Wafliington that can be procured, for the purpofc of ha-

ving the above ftatue erecled ; together with the fitteft defcription of

the events, which are to be the fubjedof the baffo relievo.

Fridat, August S, 1783.

Ordered, That colonel G. Morgan be, and he is hereby authorized,

to engage a houfe for the accommodation of the commander in chief,

during his attendance on Congrefs.

SaTurdat, August 9, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Williamfon, fcconded by Mr. Lee,

Resolved, That the fecretary at war be directed to grant furloughs

to the troops in Maryland and Virginia.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Izard

and Mr. S. Huntington, to whom were referred a petition of captain

Clement Gofelin, in behalf of the officers, Canadians and other refu-

gees, refiding at Fifii-kill, in the ftate of New -York, to the number of

80 men and women, befides children ; and the letter from brigadier-

general Hazen and others.

Resolved, That it be, and is hereby recommended to the ftate of

New-York, to receive the officers and men under the above defcription,

agreeably to the prayer of their petition, as citizens of the faid ftate.

Resolved, That the officers of the regiment lately commanded by

brigadier-general Hazen, who at the commencement of the war, were

inhabitants of Canada, ftiall continue to receive their former fubfif-

tence, until the further order of Congrefs : and that each of the men,

women and children, referred to in the petition of the faid officers, (hall

i-efpe£lively receive a ration per day for their fubfiftence, until fuch

further order.

Resolved, That the commiffioner appointed to fettle the public ac-

counts for the ftate of New-York, be authorized and directed, to fet-

tle the claims for advances reprefented to have been made by the faid

officers, for the ufe of the United States, and report the fame to

Congrefs.

MoNDjr, August 11, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Holten, Congrefs came

to the following refolution :
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Conorefs having been informed by the communication of a letter

from the pay-mafler-general, that he hath not been able to obtain the

accounts of iffues necefTary for fettling the accounts of the army,

though he hath repeatedly requefted the fame from the head of the

iffuing department.

Resolved^ That Charles Stewart, late commlffary-general of iffues,

be direded immediately to furnifh the pay-mafter-general with the ac-

counts of iffues to the feveral officers, in order that their accounts may-

be fpeedily fettled and adjufted.

On motion of Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Lee,

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance be directed to report

as foon as may be, on the letters of the 16th and 1 8th June laft, from

the commiflioner for fettling the accounts between the United States

and the ftate of Pennfylvania, referred to the faid fuperintendant : and

that he alfo report a copy of fuch inftrudions, as have heretofore been

given from his office, to the commiffioners for fettling the accounts

between the United States and each particular ftate.

On the report of a committee, confifling of Mr. Bland, Mr. Mercer
and Mr. Higginfon, to whom was referred a petition of John Irwin,

late deputy commiffary of iffues.

Resolved., That the prayer of the petition from John Irwin, late de-

puty commiffary of iffues for the weftern department, " that certifi-

cates may iffue for the balance of pay due to himfelf and his afliftants,"

cannot be granted, until all their accounts with the public fhall be

finally fettled by the proper officers.

TuESDAT, August 12, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Higginfon, Mr.
Clark and Mr. Read, to whom was referred an addrefs from the inha-

bitants of New-Brunfwick and its vicinity :

Resolved^ That the prefident inform the inhabitants of New-Brunf-
wick and its vicinity, that Congrefs with pleafure receive their con-

gratulations on the glorious and happy fuccefs of the war, are obliged

by the affection and reipeiSl for the federal government, expreffed in

their addrefs, and highly approve their patriotic difpofition to promote
order, harmony and peace throughout the United States.

The committee, confifting of Mr. M'Henry, Mr. Williamfon and
Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a petition of Dr. Dirk Van Ingen,

praying that depreclatloH may be allowed him In the fettlement of his

account ; report,

" That as Dr. Van Ingen, who ferved for fome years as furgeon,

in the continental hofpltal, appears by his petition to have been redu-

ced as a fupernumerary before the 10th of April, 1780, and as no de-

preciation has been allowed to officers who left the fervlce before that

period. Dr. Van Ingen's claim cannot be admitted without the in-

fringement of the rule eftablifhed by Congrefs."
Resolved, That Congrefs agree to the faid report.

On motion of Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Carroll,

Resolved^ That the confideratlon of the report of a committee, to
v/hom was referred a letter of the 20th June laft, from the fuperinten-
dant of finance, with the papers enclofed. relative to certain proceed.
Vol. VIII. H 2
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ings of the {late of Maryland, be poftponed, that the delegates from
Maryland may have an opportunity to receive information from the Ic-

giflature, refpeding the fubj eel-matter thereof.

Wednesdat^ August 13, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery,

" That the refolution paffed yefterday, in anfwer to the addrefs of

the inhabitants of New-Brunfwick and its vicinity, be re-confidered, in

order to ftrike out the word " government," following the word fede-

ral, and to infert In its ftead, the word " union." And on the quef-

tlon for re-confidering, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. How-
ell,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts.)

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Netv-York,

Neiv-Jersey,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Hoivell,

Mr. S. Huntington, no

Mr. B, Huntington, no

Mr. Duane, no

Mr. L'Ho7nmedieu, no

no ^ *

•^ ^ divided,
no^
ay'
ay

ay

no

no

no
_

710

no

no
_

no I

no[

no (

qy[
no

I

no
[

no

no

no.

divided.

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Hemy,
Virginia, Mr. Bla7id,

Mr, Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Haivkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Williamfon, Mr. Wilfon, Mr.

Izard, Mr. Duane and Mr. Carroll, to whom Avas referred a motion

of Mr. Williamfon, reported the draught of an " ordinance prohibit-

ing the fettlement and purchafe of certain lands," >yhich was read a

flrft time :

Ordered, That Friday next be affigned for a fecond reading of the

fald ordinance.

Agreeable to the order of the day, Congrefs took into confideration

a motion made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Bland, in the words

following: " i?e5o/vecf, That on the 15 th inftant, the prefident adjourn

Congrefs to meet at Philadelphia, on the 21ftinftant."

A motion was made by Mr. Read, feconded by Mr. Carroll, to

poftpone the confideration of the foregoing motion, in order to take

up the following :
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*' Whereas the refolutlon of Saturday the 2 1 ft day of June lad, en-

abling the prefident to lummon Congrefs to meet at Trenton or Prince-

ton, on Thurfday then next following, had for its objed, that further

and more efFeftual meafures might be taken for fupprefling the then

cxifting revolt of certain troops of the Pennfylvania line, and main-

taining the dignity and authority of the United States : And where-

as it is no longer found neceffary or expedient that Congrefs fhoiild

continue at Princeton.
" Resolved, That on Friday the 15th inftant, the prefident do ad-

journ Congrefs to meet on Monday next the 21(1;, at the city of Phi-

ladelphia ; and that on the fecond Monday in Odober next, the pre-

fident do in like manner adjourn Congrefs, to meet on the Monday
following, at Annapolis, in the ftate of Maryland, unlefs Congrefs

fhall in the meantime order otherwife."

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Wilfon,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Foster^ no ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no

Mr. Higginson, no

Mr. Ellery, no

Mr. Hoiuell, no

Mr. S. Huntington, no

Mr. B. Huntington, no

Mr. Duane, aj

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiv-Tork,

New-Jersej,
Mr. L'Hotnmedieu, no

Xdivided.

ajf

ay

no

divided.

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. A. Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftion was loft.

On motion of the delegates of Pennfylvania,

Ordered, That the farther confideration of the original motion bs
poftponed, in order that the following declaration made by one of the

delegates from Pennfylvania this morning, in his place, be entered on
the journal, viz.

" The delegates of Pennfylvania are authorized by the prefident and
council of that ftate, to declare in the moft refpedlful terms to Con-
grefs, that their return to Philadelphia is fincerely defired by the pre-
fident and council, as an event which would give them the greateil

fatisfaiStion."

ay

no

no

ay

ay

"J
ay

no

no

no f

ayS^

ay\
ay >ay
no J
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The confideration of the original motion was again rcfuined, and

after further debate, an adjournment was called for and agreed to.

Thursdat^ August 14, 1783.

Mr. Elbridge Gerry, a delegate for the ftate of Maffachufetts, at-

tended, and took his feat.

Gongrefs having refumed the confideration of the motion of Mr.
Howell, which was under debate yefterday.

A motion was made by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. B. Hunting-

ton, that the farther confideration of the fame be poftponed.

And on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Foster^ cy
J>

»

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, no >

Mr. higginson, no^
Rhode-Island^ Mr. Howell, ko J>

Connecticut, Mr. S, Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

New-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsjlvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, ayl
Mr. Read, ayVay
Mr. Beresford, no j

So the queftion was loft.

On the queftion to agree to the main queftion, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Wilfon,

ay

ay

ay

divided.

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. aS". Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,
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Pennsjlvaiiia,

Marylandf

Virginiay

North-Carolina^

South-Carolinay

So the queftion. was left.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Wilson^

Montgomery^
Peters,

Carrolly

M''Henry
y

Bland,

Lee,

Hawkins,
Williamson,

Izard,

Read,

Beresford,

ay

dividedm

Fridat, August 15, 1783.

A letter, of Augufl 12th, from major-general R. Howe, enclofing

the proceedings of a general court-martial, on the trials of ferieants

Nagle and Morrifon, for mutiny, having been read.

Resolved, That the prefident inform major-general Howe, that it

is the pleafure of Congrefs, that the execution of the fentences againft

the feveral offenders who have been convifted of mutiny by the gene-

ral court-martial now fitting at Philadelphia, be fufpended, until ten

days after a full report of all the proceedings of the faid court-martial

refpe£ling the mutiny, fhall have been laid before Congrefs, of which
the prefident fliall give general Howe official information.

MoNDAT, August 18, 1783.

On motion of Mr. A. Lee, feconded by Mr. Howell,
Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance lay before Congrefs,

an eftimate of the foreign and domeftic debt due from the United
States, together with the intereft on the fame to become due in 1784.

^ TuESDAT, August 19, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. A. Lee, feconded by Mr. Howell,
That the fuperintendant of finance lay before Congrefs, an account

of the annual intereft that was payable in Europe on loan-office cer-

tificates, together with an account of the bills drawn for the payment
of fuch intereft, for the year 1782, and the fums retained in France
for that purpofe. On which the yeas and nays being required by
Mr. Lee,

New-Hampsh ire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-York,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginsor.,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington, ay

Mr. B. Huntington, ay

Mr. Duane, ay

Mr. L' Hommedieu, ay

ay
Y'

*

ay
J.

ay

^ay

ay

ay
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New-Jersey, _ Mr. Boudinot,
^ Mr. Clark,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Lee,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the affirmative.

Thursdat, August 21, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Bland :

Whereas it is ftipulated in the 7x.h article of the preliminaries,

agreed upon the 30th day of November, \7il2, between the plenipo-

tentiaries of his Britannic majefty and of the United States, " that

the king of Great-Britain (hall order, and caufe all archives, records,

deeds and papers belonging to any of the faid ftates, or their citizens,

which in the conrfe of the war may have fallen into the hands of his

officers, to be forthwith reftored, and delivered to the proper ftates and

perfons to whom they belong."

Resolved, That the commander in chief be diredled to make ap-

plication to his Britannic majefty's generals, commanding at New-
York and Quebec, for the immediate delivery, to perfons authorized

to receive them, of all archives, records, deeds and papers belonging

to any of the United States, or to any of their citizens, which may
have fallen into the hands of any of his Britannic majefty's officers

during the courfe of the war.

Ordered, That copies of the foregoing refolution be fent to the fe-

veral ftates.

MoNDAr, August 25, 1783.

Congrefs being informed of the arrival of the commander in chief

in the neighbourhood of Princeton :

Ordered, That he have an audience in Congrefs to-morrow at

twelve o'clock.

TuESDAT, August 26, 1783.

According to order, general Wafhington attended, and being intro-

duced by two members, the prefident addreffed him as follows :

SIR,

CONGRESS feel particular pleafu re in feeing your excellency, and

in congratulating you on the fuccefs of a war, in which you have afted

fo confpicuous a part.

It has been the fingular happinefs of the United States, that during

a war fo long, fo dangerous, and fo important. Providence has been

gracioufly pleafed to preferve the life of a general, who has merited

and poffeffed the uninterrupted confidence and affedlion of his fellow-

citizens. In other nations many have performed fervices, for which
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they have defcrved and received the thanks of the public. But to you,

ilr, peculiar praife is due. Your fervices have been effential in acquir-

ing and eftablilhing the freedom and independence of your country.

They deferve the grateful acknowledgments of a free and independent

nation. Thole acknowledgments, Congrefs have the fatisfaclion of

exprefling to your excellency.

Hoftilities have now ceafed, but your country fllU needs your fervi-

ces. She vv-ifhes to avail herfelf of your talents in forming the ar-

rangements which will be neceffary for her in the time of peace. For

this reafon your attendance at Congrefs has been requeued. A com-
mittee is appointed to confer with your excellency, and to receive your

affiftance in preparing and digefting plans relative to thofe important

objedls.

To which his excellency made the following reply.

MR. PRESIDENT,
I AM too fenlible of the honourable reception I have now experi-

enced, not to be penetrated with the decpcfl; feelings of gratitude.

Notwithftanding Congrefs appear to eftimate the value of my life

beyond any fervices, I have been able to render the United States,

yet I mull be permitted to confider the wifdom and unanimity of our
national councils, the firmnefs of our citizens and the patience and
bravery of our troops, which have produced fo happy a termination of
the war, as the mod confpicuous effect of the divine interpofition, and
the fureft prefage of our future happinefs.

Highly gratified by the favourable fentiments which Congrefs are

pleafed to exprefs of my pafl: conduct, and amply rewarded by the con-
fidence and affeftion of my fellow-citizens ; I cannot hefitate to con-
tribute my beft endeavours towards the eftablilhment of the national

fecurity in whatever manner the fovereign power may think proper to

direft, until the ratification of the definitive treaty of peace, or the
final evacuation of our country by the Britifli forces ; after either of
which events, I fhall afl: permiffion to r-etire to the peaceful fhade of
private life.

Perhaps fir, no occafion may offer more fuitable than the prefent to

exprefs my humble thanks to God, and my grateful acknowledgments
to my country, for the great and uniform fupport I have received in

every viciffitude of fortune, and for the many diftinguifhed honors
which Congrefs have been pleafed to confer upon me in the courfe of
the war.

Wednesdjt, August 27, 1783.
A motion was made by Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Holten, that

Congrefs will, on Friday next, refolve itfelf into a committee of the
whole, to take into confideration what powers exift in Congrefs, by
the confederation, for the purpofe of forming a military peace cfla-

blifhment.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery, to

amend, by inferting after " confideration," the words " whether any
and," and on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and
nays being required by Mr. EUery,
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Nccv-Hampsb ire,
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>qy

Virginia,
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by the United States in Congrefs affembled, except fo far as fliall be
otherwife provided for, fliall be defra3'ed out of a common treafury,

wliich fliall be fiipplied by the feveral ftates in proportion to the whole
number of white and other free citizens and inhabitants of every age,

fex and condition, including thofe bound to fervitude for a term of

years, and -|ths of all other perfons not comprehended in the foregoing

defcription, except Indians not paying taxes in each flate, which num-
ber fhall be triennally taken and tranfmitted to the United States in

Congrefs affembled, in fuch mode as they fliall direft and appoint."

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Bland, Mr. Mercer
and Mr. Holten, to whom was referred a letter of the 10th Augufl,

from captain Winthrop Serjeant.

Resolved, That captain Winthrop Serjeant be, and he is hereby pro-

moted to the rank of major by brevet in the army of the United States,

The ordinance for prohibiting the fettlement and purchafe of cer-

tain lands, was read a fecond time :

Ordered, That it be referred to a grand committee.

Fridat, August 29, 1783.

A letter, of the 25th, from Jofeph Bullock, one of the late mana-
gers of the lottery was read, flating that, " among the dead letters in

the hands of the poft-mafler-general, are feveral packets containing

tickets and letters ; that the lottery accounts being now in the hands

of the public auditors, thofe vouchers are abfolutely necefTary in the

fettlement of the fame ;" whereupon,

Ordered, That the packets aforefaid be delivered free to the faid

Jofeph Bullock.

3IoNDAr, September 1, 1783.

An aft of the general afVembly of Connedicut, authorizing the de-

legates of that flate, to agree to an alteration in the 8th of the arti-

cles of confederation as recommended by the aft of the 18th of April

laft, was laid before Congrefs and read, as follows :

####**#* -^i « General Assembly of the Governor and Company of

5^ _ ^ J the State of Connecticut, bolden at Hartford in the

IS^
* '

% said State, o?i the 2d Thursday of May, Anno Domini,
«#**#*** 1783.

Whereas the United States in Congrefs affembled, on the 1 Stk

day of April, 1783, among other things refolved, that a more conve-

nient and certain rule of afcertaining the proportions to be fupplied

bv the flates refpeftively, to the common treafury, the following* al-

teration in the articles of confederation and perpetual union, between

thefe ftates, be, and the fame is hereby agreed to in Congrefs : and

the feveral ftates are advifed to authorize their refpeftive delegates to

fubfcribe and ratify the fame, as part of the faid inftrument of union,

in the words following, viz. So much of the 8th of the articles of confede-

ration and perpetual union between the thirteen States ofAmerica, as is

contained In the words following, to wit : <' All charges of war, and

all other expenfes that Ihall be incurred for the common defence or

general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congrefs afTem-



SEPTEMBER 1783. S47

bled, fliall be defrayed out of a conmion treafury, wliich fhall be fup-

plied by the feveral dates, in proportion to the value of all lands with-

in each ftate, granted to or furveyed for any perfon as fiich land, and
the buildings and improvements thereon, fliall be ellimated according

to fuch mode as the United States in Congrefs afTembled fhall, from
time to time, dircdl and appoint," is hereby revoked and made void,

and in place thereof it is declared and concluded, the fame having
been agreed to in a Congrefs of the United States, " that all charges
of war, and other cxpenfes that have been or fliall. be incurred for the

common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States

in Congrefs afTembled, except fo far as fhall be otherwife provided

for, fliall be defrayed out of a common treafury, which fliall be fup-

plied by the feveral ftates in proportion to the whole number of white
and other free citizens and inhabitants of every age, fex and condi-

tion, including thofe bound to fervitudefor a term of years, and three

fifths of all other perfons not comprehended in the foregoing defcrip-

tion, except Indians not paying taxes in each ftate, which number
fliall be triennally taken and tranfmitted to the United States in Con-
grefs alTembled, in fuch mode as they fliall diredl and appoint."

It is refolved, and enabled by this affembly, that the delegates of
this ftate, in the Congrefs of the United States, or any two or more
of them be, and they are hereby fully authorized and empowered on
behalf of this flate, tofubfcribe and ratify the aforerecited alteration in

the 8th of the articles of confederation and perpetual union between
the United States of America, as a part of the faid inftrument of union."
The delegates for the ftate of Pennfylvania, laid before Congrefs

fundry refolutlons of the general affembly of that ftate, which were
read and ordered to be entered on the journal as follows

:

" State of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly, Friday, August 29,
1783, A. M.

The report of the committee appointed to confider of the moft eli-

gible means for the accommodation of Congrefs, fliould that honorable
body determine to refide within this ftate, read Auguft 27th inftant,

was read the fecond time ; whereupon,
Resolved unanimously, That until Congrefs fhall determine upon

the place of their permanent refidence, it would be highly agreeable
to this houfe, if that honorable body fhould deem it expedient to re-

turn to and continue in the city of Philadelphia ; In which cafe they
offer to Congrefs the different apartments in the ftate-houfe and ad-
jacent buildings which they formerly occupied for the purpofe of tranf-
adling the national bufinefs therein.

Resolved u . inimoiisly, That this houfe will take efTecSlual meafures
to enable the executive of the ftate to afford fpeedy and adequate fup-
port and protedion to the honor and dignity of the United States in

Congrefs, and the perfons of thofe compofing the fupreme council of
the nation afTembled in this city.

Resolved unanimously, That as this houfe is fincerely difpofed to
render the permanent refidence of Congrefs in this ftate, commodious
and agreeable to that honorable body, the delegates of this ftate
be inftrudled, to requeft that Congrefs will be pleafed to define what
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ay

iurifdiftion they deem necelTary to be vefted in them, in the place

wherein they fhali permanently refide."

Thvrsdat^ September 4, 1783.

Major-general Howe having tranlmitted to the prefident, " a full re-

port of" the proceedings of the court-martial refpedling the late mutiny."

, Ordered^ That they be laid before Congrefs on Tuefday next,

Fridat, September 5, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Holten,
That the fuperintendant of finance be diredled to lay before Con-

grefs, an account of all the public monies which have been applied at

home and abroad to the purchafe of clothing for the army lince his

coming into office ; together with an account of what part of fuch
clothing has been received, and how it has been difpofed of.

On the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. Lee,

Neiv-Hampshire^ Mr. Foster,

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

NetV'York, Mr. Duanc,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Nenv-yersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. 3Io7itgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Ccfrroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Holten, ,

Resolved, That the fecretary at war be diredled to lay before Con-

grefs, copies of the returns from the clothier-general to him, of the

clothing which has been received by the faid clothier-general, fince the

1ft of January, 1781, to the prefent time ; and alfo of the returns of

clothing on hand, every two months in that period, as direfted by the

regulations pafTed June 10th, 1781.

On motion of Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Lee,

Resolved, That Friday next be alfigned to decide on the place pro-

per for a temporary reiidence of Congrefs,

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

no ^
<iy S

ayS
ay \ay
noy
ay)^ %

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

divide d.
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On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Ellery, Mr. A. Lee

and Mr. Gerry, to whom was referred a letter of the 1ft, from the

agent of marine.

Resolved^ That the agent of marine be, and he is hereby dire£led

to caufe the Hiip Alliance to be unladen, and her cargo freighted to

Europe on the beft terms.

That the agent of marine difcharge the officers and crew of the (hip

Alliance, caufe her to be furveyed, and report to Congrefs the ftate

file is in, with an eftimate of the expenfe neceffary to give her a good

repair, -•^^•^
MoNDAT, September 8, 1783.

Theprefident being abi'ent, Congrefs proceeded to the ele£lIon of a

chairman, for the purpofe of keeping order ; and, the ballots being

taken, the hon. John Rutledge'was elefted.

TuESDAT, September 9, 1783.

The prefident and the chairman elected yefterday, being abfent, Con-

grefs proceeded to the election of another chairman, for the purpofe

of keeping order ; and, the ballots being taken,

The hon. D. Carroll was elefted.

A motion was made by Mr. Read, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

That the fecretary of Congrefs enquire of Mr. David C. Claypool,

printer of the Pennfylvania Packet, dated September 9, 1783, by what
means a copy of a letter printed in his paper, dated New-York, Au-
gufl: 17, 1783, figned Guy Carleton, and directed to his excellency

Elias Boudinot, Efq; came to his hands.

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Higginfon,

that the motion be committed. And on the queftion for commitment,
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire

,

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Island^

Connecticut^

Neiv-Tork^

Pennsylvania^

Maryland^

Virginia^

North-Carolina^

South-Carolina^

So the queftion was loft.

Mr. Foster^

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Ellerjy

Mr. Hozvell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,

Mr. L^HommedieUj
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

ay

divided.

ay

> *

^y

"y

•ay

^y.
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On the queftion to agree to the original motion, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. HoAvell,

Netv-Hampshire^ Mr. Foster^ no J> *
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, j2o>

Mr. Higginson, «o5
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellerj, no 7

Mr. Howell, no 3
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no\

Mr. B. Huntington, no^
Neiv-York, Mr. Duane, no\

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no^
Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters, no ^ *

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, 710 ^
Mr. 31'Henry, no\

"''

Virginia, Mr. Bland, no'^

Mr. JLef, ay \.ay

Mr. Mercer, ay]
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay")

Mr. Williamson, ay^ -^

South-Carolina, Mr, Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. i?e6!c/,

Mr. Beresford, :

So the queftion was loft.

According to order, the full report of the proceedings of the court.-

martial, refpefting the late mutiny, was laid before Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be committed.

WEDNESDjir, September 10, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. M'Henry, Mr. Pe-
ters and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a report from the fecre-

tary at war, on a motion of Mr. Dyer.

Resolved, That the fecretary at war inform the pay-mafter-general,

that brevet commiffions do not entitle to pay or emoluments, unlefs

the fame be expreffed in the refolution granting fuch commiffions.

A motion was made by Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Holten,

That the fuperintendant of finance and the treafurer, be dire£led to

lay before Congrefs an account of all the notes which have been iffaed

by them on the credit of the United States, together with an account

of what part of thofe notes are now in circulation.

Whereupon it was moved by Mr. Read, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

that the faid motion be poftponed, in order to take up the following:

That the houfe proceed to appoint five committees, to be compofed

of five members each, for the purpofes mentioned and pointed out by

the ad of Congrefs of the 17th June, 1782.

And on the queftion to poftpone for the purpofe aforefaid, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Read,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no'\

Mr. Holten, no I no

Mr. Higginson, no}
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Rkode-Island)

Connecticut.,

NeTJ-Yorky

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Ellery,

Howell,

S. Huntington,

B. Huntington,

Duane,

no

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

no

no

no

ay

no

no

ay
J>

divided*

no

-\

no

no

no

ay

no |>

ay

ay

noj

idt'd.

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So the quelllon was loft.

On the queftion to agree to the original motion, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. A. Lee,

1

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

}
ay

ay

ay

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster,

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay
,

Mr. B. Huntington, ay

'

New-Tork, Mr, Duane, ay',

Mr. L^Hommedieu, ay

Pennsylvania, Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. /zarrf,

Mr. i?ecJ,

Mr. Beresford,

So it Y>'as refolved,

That the fuperintendant of finance, and the treafurer be, and they

are hereby directed to lay before Congrefs, an account of all the notes

which have been iffued by them on the credit of the United States,

together with an account of what part of thofe notes are now in cir-

culation.

It was then moved by Mr. Read, feconded by Mr. Holten,

That Congrefs proceed to-morrow to appoint five committees, to be
conipofed of five members each, for the purpofes mentioned and point-

?d out by the aft of Congrefs of the 17th June, 1782.

ay

ay

ay ^
ay

ay

ay

ay \aj
no

no f -^

:}
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^J

ay

On the queflion to agree to this, the yeas and' nays being required by
Mr. Carroll,

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellerj,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Neiv-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Pennsyhajiia, Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M''Henry,

Virginia, Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Caroli7ia, Mr, Hawkins,

South-Carolina, Mr. Riitledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. i?eflG?,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

A motion was made by Mr. Mercer, feconded by Mr. Read, In the

words following :

Whereas the offices of Congrefs have been ever open to the mem-
bers thereof for information ; and the late removal of Congrefs from

Philadelphia, having rendered accefs to the office of finance inconve-

nient to the members ; Resolved therefore, that the fuperintendant of

finance be directed to tranfmit any information relating to that office

which (hall be required by a member of Congrefs.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Higginfon,

that the preamble be ftruck out : and on the queftion, ffiall the pream-

ble fland ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Mercer,

ay Vay

ay

ay

ay

ay\'^y

ay-

iy
ay ^ay

"y V

'I

ay

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Netv-Tork,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington, ay

Mr. B. Huntington, ay

Mr. Duane, ay

Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izardi

Mr. Read,

!
710

ay
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^y

ay

ay

^y

So the qiieftlon was loft, and the preamble was ftruck out;

The previous queftion was then moved on the relolution by the ftate

of New-York, and feconded by the ftate of Connefticut ; and on the

queftion to agree to the previous queftion, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Mercer,

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerry

^

ay'\

Mr. Holten^ oyVay
Mr. Higgitison, ay j

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howelly

Connecticut^ Mr. .S*. Huntington,

Mr. B, Huntington^

Nettt'Torkf Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Peters^

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M-Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Lee, no 7

Mr. Mercer, no 5

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay ^ #

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge, ay^
Mr. Izard, ay >ay
Mr. Read, ay J

So the previoHS queftion was loft.

TnuRSDAr, September 11, 1783.

On motion of Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Peters,

Resolved, That the fecretary at war be, and he is hereby direfted

to iffue to captain North, aid-de-camp to major-general the baron Steu-

ben, the brevet conimiffion of major in the army of the United States.

Congrefs reftimed the confideration of the report of the committee
en the ceflion of Virginia ; after debate a motion was made by Mr.
M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Carroll,

That the confideration of the report on the ceflion from Virginia,

be poftponed till Thurfday next, in order that notice may be given to

the ftates of New-Jerfey and Delaware, or thofe ftates which it may
be reafonably expeded can give their attendance.

A motion was made by Mr. Higginfon, feconded by Mr. Holten,
to ftrike out what follows the words " Thurfday next :" And on the

queftion, fhall thofe words ftand ? the yeas and nays being required by-

Mr. Carroll,

Ne^v-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no ^
Massachusetts, Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Hoivell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

K 2

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiv-York,

Vol. VIII.

no

no

no

^y
no

no

no

no

no

divided.
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ay

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Fitzsimmons^

Mr. Montgomery^
Mr. Peters^

Maryland, Mr. Carrol^

Mr. M'Henry^
Virginia^ Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Plaiukins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. i?eac/,

Mr. Beresfurd,

So it paffed in the negative, and the words were ftruck out.

On the queftion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. Bland,

Neto-Hampsbire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Nenv-York,

Pennsyhania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolma,

South-Carolina,

no
J>

no >

no

«

no

no

no ^

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Hoivell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. 5. Huntingtnn, no

no

no

no

ay

no

^y

no

no

no

divided.

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. £/^?ic?,

Mr. Lff,

Mr. Mercer,
Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Rutledge,

Mr. /zcrc?,

Mr. i?eoi,

Mr. Beresford,

'10 ~j

•zj; I;

10 J

}
no

^
noy

'^

CJ

K&

710

no

no

J
So it paffed in the negative.

S^ruRDAr, September 13, 1783.

A memorial from the hon. the minifter plenipotentiary of France,

was read, enclofing a commiffion of chevalier D'Annemours, conful-

general of France, in the ftate of Maryland, the commonwealth of

Virginia and the ftates of North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor-

gia ; whereupon.
Ordered, That the comiTiiflion be regiftered, and that it be recogni-

zed, and an exequatur ifTued in due form.
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Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the committee

on the Virginia cefiion, and the fame being amended, a motion was

made by Mr. Carroll, fcconded by Mr. M'Henry, to poftpone the fur-

ther confideration of the report, in order to take up the following :

" Whereas by the 6t!i article of the preliminary articles of peace

between his Britannic majefly, and their mofl Ghriftian and Catholic

majerties, figned on the 3d day of November, 1762, and ratified the

10th day of February, 1763, it is ftipulated and agreed, that, "the

confines between the dominions of Great-Britain and France, on the

continent of North-America, fhall be irrevocably fixed by aline drawn

along the middle of the river Miffifippi, from its fource as far as the

river Iberville, and from thence by a line drawn along the middle of

this river, and of the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the fea ;

and to this purpofe the moft Chriftian king ceded in full right, and

guarantees to his Britannic majefty, the river and port of Mobile, and

every thing that he pofTeffes on the left fide of the river Miffifippi, ex-

cept the town of New-Orleans, and the iiland on which it is fituated,

which fiiall remain to France
;
provided that the navigation of the ri-

ver Miffifippi, fhall be equally free to the fubjects of Great-Britain and

France, in its whole breadth and length from its fource to the fea, and

that part exprefsly which is between the faid ifland of New-Orleans,

and the right bank of that river, as well as the paffage both in and

out of its mouth. And whereas by the 19th article of the faid treaty,

his Catholic majefly cedes and guarantees in full right to his Britan-

nic majefty, all that Spain polTeffes in the continent of North-America,

to the eaft or to the fouth-eaft of the river Miffifippi." And whereas

by the articles of treaty between Great-Britain and the United States,

done at Paris the 30th day of November, 1782, the boundaries of the

United States are fet forth, defcribed and agreed to be by the 2d
article of the faid treaty, viz. " From the north-weft angle of Nova-
Scotia, viz. that angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from
the fource of St. Croix river, to the Highlands which divide thofe ri-

vers that empty themfelves into the river St. Lawrence, from thofe

which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the north-wefternmoft head of

Connedlicut river, thence down along the middle of that river to the

45th degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line due weft on faid

latitude, until it ftrikes the river Iroquois or Cataraquy ; thence along

the middle of faid river into lake Ontario, through the middle of faid

lake until it ftrikes the communication by water between that lake and
lake Erie ; thence along the middle of faid communication into lake

Erie, through the middle of faid lake until it arrives at the water com-
munication between that lake and lake Huron ; thence along the

middle of faid water communication into lake Huron ; thence through
the middle of the faid lake to the water communication between that

and lake Superior ; thence through lake Superior northward of the

iftes, Royal and Philipeaux, to the Long lake ; thence through the

middle of faid Long lake and the water communication between it

and the lake of the Woods, to the faid lake of the Woods; thence through
the faid lake to the moft north-weftern point thereof, and from thence
on a due weft courfe to the river Miffifippi ; thence by a line to be drawn
•*long the middle of the faid river Miffifippi, until it ftiall interfeft the
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northernnioftpartof the 3 1ft degree of north latitude. South by a line to

be drawn due eaft from the determinatioai of the line lafl; mentioned, in

the latitude of 3 1 degrees north of the equator, to the middle of the ri-

ver Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof to its

jundion with the Flint river ; thence ftraight to the head of St. Mary's

river ; and thence down along the middle of St. Mary's river to the

Atlantic ocean. Eaft by a line to be drawn along the middle of the ri-

ver St. Croix, from its mouth in the bay of Fundy to its fource, and

from its fource direttly north to the aforefaid Highlands which divide

the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean, from thofe which fall into

the river St. Lawrence : comprehending all iflands within 20 leagues

of any part of the fhores of the United States, and lying between lines

to be drawn due eaft from the points where the aforefaid boundaries

between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and Eaft-'Florida on the other,

fhall refpeftively touch the bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic ocean
;

excepting fuch iflands as now are or heretofore have been within the

limits of the faid province of Nova-Scotia."

And whereas by the 6th and 1 1th articles of the treaty of alliance,

eventual and defenfive, between the moft Chriftian king, and the Uni-

ted States, figned at Paris the 6th of February, 1778, and ratified by

the United States in Congrefs affembed, the 4th day of May, 1778,

the moft Chriftian king renounces for ever the poffeflion of the iflands

of Bermudas, as well as of any part of the continent of North-Ame-

rica, which before the treaty of Paris in 1763, or in virtue of that

treaty were acknowledged to belong to the crown of Great-Britain or

to the United States, heretofore called Britifti colonies, or which are

at this time, or have lately been under the power of the king and

crown of Great-Britain, and guarantees to the United States, their

poffeffions and the additions or conquefts that their confederation tnay

obtain during the war, from any of the dominions now or heretofore

poffeffed by Great-Britain in North- America. And whereas the ter-

ritory ceded and guaranteed as aforefaid, comprehends a large extent

of country lying without the lines, limits or acknowledged boundaries

of any of the United States, over which, or any part of which, no ftatecan

or ought to exercife any foverelgn, legiflative or jurlfdidional faculty,

the fame being acquired under the confederation, and by the joint

and united efforts of all. And whereas feveral of the ftates acceded

to the confederation under the idea held forth by the ftate of Mary-

land, in her inftruftions to her delegates, entered on the journals of

Con.Trefs, May 21ft, 1779, viz. " that a country unfettled at the com-

mencement of this -svar, claimed by the Btitifli crown, and ceded to it

by the treaty of Paris, if wrefted from the common enemy, by the

blood andtreafure of the thirteen ftates, fliould be confidered as a common
property,fubjea to be parcelled out by Congrefs, into free, convenient

and independent governments, in fuch manner, and at fuch times, as

rhe wifdom of that affembly Ihall hereafter dired." And whereas the

faid ftate of Maryland, efpecially for herfelf, provides and declares,

in an aft; entered on the journals of Congrefs, the 12th February, 1781,

entitled, an adt to empower the delegates of this ftate in Congrefs, to

fubfcribe and ratify the articles of confederation, viz. "that by acceding

to the faid confederation, this ftate doth not relinqulfli or intend to reVm-
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qulfh any right or intereft (he hath with the other united or confederated

ftates, to the back country ; but claims the fame as fully as was done by

the Irgillature of this ftate, in their declaration which ftands entered on

thr journals of Congrrfs ; this ftate relying on the juftice of the feveral

ftatt-s litre .ifter, as to tbe faid claim made by this ftate." And where-

as the United States have fucceeded to the fovereignty over the wef-

tern territory, and are thereby vefted as one undivided and indepen-

dent nation, with all and every power and right exercifed by the king

of Great-Britain, over the faid territory, or the lands lying and fituated

•Without the boundaries of the feveral ftates, and within the limits

above defcrib-d ; and whereas the weftern territory ceded by France

and Spain to Great-Britain, relinquifhed to the United States by Great-

Britain, and guaraiiceed to the United States by France as aforefaid,

if properly managed, will enable the United States to comply with

their promifes of land to their officers and foldiers ; will relieve their

citizens from much of the weight of taxation ; will be a means of re-

ftoring national credit, and if caft into new ftates, will tend to in-

creafe the general happinefs of mankind, by rendering the puixhafe of

land eafy, and the poffeffion of liberty permanent ; therefore,

JResolved, That a committee be appointed to report the territory

lying witliout the boundaries of the feveral ftates, and within the limits

of the United States, and to report the moft eligible part or parcels

thereof, for one or more convenient and independent ftates ; and alfo to

report an eftabliftiment for a land-office."

On the queftion to poftpone for the purpofe aforefaid, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. Carroll,

New-Hampsh ire,
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So the queflion was loft.

The report as amended, is as follows :

The committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Ellfworth, Mr.
Bedford, Mr. Gorham and Mr. Madifon, to whom were referred the

act of the legillature of Virginia, of the 2d January, 1781, and the re-

port thereon ; report, that they have confictered the feveral matters

referred to them, and oblerve, that the legiilature of Virginia, by
their acl of the 2d January, 1781, refolved that they would yield to

the Congrefs of the United States, for the benefit of the faid ftates,

all right, title and claim which the faid commonwealth hath to the

lands north-weft of the river Ohio, upon the following conditions, viz»

1.- That the territory fo ceded, fliould be laid out and formed into

ftates, containing a fuitable extent of territory, not lefs than 100 nor

more than 150 miles fquare, or as near thereto as circumftances will

admit : and that the ftates fo formed, fliould be diftincl republican

ftates, and admitted members of the federal union ; having the

fame rights of fovereignty, freedom and independen-ce as the other

ftates.

2. That Virginia ftiould be allowed and fully reimburfed by the

United States, her aclnal expenfes in reducing the BritiPnpofts at the

Ka/kafkies and St. Vincents, the expenles of maintaining garrifons

and fupporting civil government there, fmce the redudion of the faid

pofts, and in general all the charge ftie has incurred on account of the

country on the north-weft fide of the Ohio river, fince the commence-
ment of the prefent war.

3. That the French and Canadian inhabitants and other fettlers of

the Kaika&ies, St. Vincents, and the neiglibouring villages, who have

profeffed themfelves citizens of Virginia, ftiould have their poffeftions

and titles confirmed to them, and ftiould be protected in the enjoyment

of their rights and liberties ; for which purpofe troops fliould be fta-

tioned there at the charge of the United States, to protetl them from

the encroachments of the Britifli forces at Detroit or elfewhere, un-

lefs the events of the war fliould render it impradicable.

4. As colonel George Rogers Clarke, planned and executed the fe-

cret expedition by which the Britifli pofts were reduced, and was pro-

mifed if the enterprize fucceeded, a liberal gratuity in lands in that

country, for the officers and foldiers who firft marched thither with

him ; that a quantity of land not exceeding 150,000 acres, fliould be

allowed and granted to the faid officers and foldiers, and the other offi-

cers and foldiers that have been fince incorporated into the faid regi-

ment, to be laid off in one traft, the length of which not to exceed

double the breadth, in fuch place on the north-weft fide of the Ohio,

as the majority of the officers fliould choofe, and to be afterwards di-

vided among the faid officers and foldiers, in due propcwtion according

to the laws of Virginia.

5. That in cafe the quantity of good lands on the fouth-eaft fide of

the Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland river, and between the Green

river and Tenneffee river, which have been refervedby law for the Vir-

ginia troops upon continental eftablifliment, Ihould from the North-

Carolina line, bearing in further upon the Cumberland lands than was

expeded, prove infufficicnt for their legal bounties, the deficiency
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fliould be made up to the faid troops in good lands, to be laid off be-

tween the rivers Scioto and little Mianiis, on the north-weft fide of the

river Ohio, in fuch proportions as have been engaged to them by the

laws of Virginia.

6. That all the lands within the territory fo ceded to the United
States, and not referved for or appropriated to any of the before-men-

tioned purpofes, or difpofed of in bounties to the officers and foldiers

of the American army, fhould be conlidered as a common fund for the

ufe and benefit of fuch of the United American States, as have become
or fhall become members of the confederation or federal alliance of the

faid ftates, Virginia inclufive, according to their ufual refpsftive pro-

portions in the general charge and expenditure, and fliould be faithful-

ly and bona Jide difpofed of for that purpofe, and for no other ufe or

purpofe whatfoever.

7. And therefore that all purchafes and deeds from any Indian or

Indians, or from any Indian nation or nations, for any lands within

any part of the faid territory which have been or fliould be made for

the ufe or benefit of any private perfon or perfons whatfoever, and roy-

al grants within the ceded territory, inconfiftent with the chartered

rights, laws and cuftoms of Virginia, fhould be deemed and declared

abfolutely void and of no effeci:, In the fame manner as if the faid ter-

ritory had flill remained fubjedt to and part of the commonwealth of
Virginia.

8. That all the remaining territory of Virginia, Included between
the Atlantic ocean and the fouth-eaft fide of the river Ohio, and the

Maryland, Pennfylvania and North-Carolina boundaries, fhould be
guaranteed to the commonwealth of Virginia,by the faid United States.

Whereupon your committee are of opinion, that the firfl condition

is provided for by the aft of Congrefs of the lOth of October, 1780.

That in order to comply with the 2d condition fo far as has been
heretofore provided for by the ad of the 10th of 06lober, 1780, it is

agreed that one commlffioner fhould be appointed by Congrefs, one by
the flate of Virginia, and another by thofe two coramlffioners, who,
or a majority of whom, fliould be authorized and empowered to adjuft

and liquidate the account of the necelTary and reafonable expenfes in-

curred by the faid ftate, which they may judge to be comprifed with-

in the true Intent and meaning of the faid recited aft.

With refpeft to the third condition, the committee are of opinion,

that the fettlers therein defcrlbed fhould have their poffellions and ti-

tles confirmed to them, and be protefted in the enjoyment of their

rights and liberties.

Your committee are further of opinion, that the 4th, 5th and 6th
conditions being reafonable, fliould be agreed to by Congrefs.

With refpeft to the 7th condition, your committee are of opinion,

that it would be Improper fdr Congrefs to declare the purchafes and
grants therein mentioned, abfolutely void and of no efFeft ; and that

the 6th condition, engaging how the lands beyond the Ohio fliall be
difpofed of is fufficient on this point.

As to the laft condition, your committee are of opinion, that Con-
grefs cannot agree to guarantee to the commonwealth of Virginia,

the land defcribed in the faid condition, without entering into a difcuf-
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fion of the right of the ftate of Virginia to the faid land ; and that hj
the a£ls of Congrefs it appears to have been their intention, which the

committee cannot but approve to avoid all difcufhon of the territorial

rights of individual ftates, and only to recommend and accept a cellion

of their claims whatfoever they might be, to vacant territory. Your
committee conceive this condition of a guarantee, to he either unne-

ceffary or unreafonable ; inafmuch as, if the land above-mentioned is

really the property of the ftate of Virginia, it is fufficien:ly fecured by

the confederation, and if it is not the property of that ftate, there is no

reafon or conftderation for fuch guarantee.

Your committee therefore upon the whole recommend, that if the

legiflature of Virginia make a ceffion conformable to this report, Con-

grefs accept fuch ceffion.

On the queftion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Howell,

JSfetv-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, nc ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, cj'i

Mr. Holten, ay>ay
Mr. Higginson, ay j

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Hu7itingto7i,

Mr. B. Huntington,

New-Tork, Mr. Duatie,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
NeW'Jcrsey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

ay

ay

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

)>ay

ay
Williamson,

Putledge, ay")

Read, ly f^y
Beresford, no j

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Rut-

ledge and Mr. Read, to whom Avere referred certain papers refpefting

the mutiny of a part of the continental troops of the Pennfylvania line :

Congrefs agreed to the following a£t and refolutions.

The United States in Congress assembled.

To all to -whom thefe prefents ftiall come be feen or made known,

fend greeting :'

WHEREAS at a general court-martial, whereof brigadier-gene-
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ral John Patterfon was prefident, lately held near the city of Phila-

delphia, in the Hate of Pennfylvania, for the trial of perfons promo-

ting or concerned in the late mutiny of part of the Pennfylvania line

of continental troops, Rationed at Lancalter, and in the barracks of

the city of Philadelphia, in the faid ftate, Chriftian Nagle and John
Morrifon, late ferjoants in the 3d Pennfylvania regiment, were feve-

rally cliarged with, and convicted of a breach of the 3d article of the

2d fedlion of the rulrs and articles of war, and by award of faid court,

were feverally fentenced to fufFer death. And whereas alfo, gunner
Lilly and drummer Horn, of the 4th or Pennfylvania artillery, and
Thomas Flowers and William Carman, foldiers in the faid 3d Penn-
fylvania regiment, were feverally charged with, and convic\ed of a
breach of the faid article and fection of the rules and articles of war,

and by award of the faid court, were feverally fentenced to receive

corporal punifhment. And whereas the faid prifoners appear not to

have been principals in the faid mutiny, and no lives having been loft,

nor any deftruftion of property committed ; now know ye, that of fpe-

cial grace and mere motion, and by virtue of the power and authority

vefted by the articles of confederation and perpetual union, the United
States in Congrefs affembled, have thought fit to pardon and remit,

and by thefe prefents do grant, a full, free and abfolute pardon and
remiffion to the faid Chriftian Nagle, John Morrifon, gunner Lilly,

drum.mer Horn, Thomas Flowers and William Carman, and each of

them, of all judgments or fentences of death, or other corporal punifh-

ment, pains or penalties whatfoever given or awarded by the faid.

general court-martial : And we do ftricUy charge and command, all

and lingular our officers, civil and military, to furceafe from longer

moleftation or imprifonment of the faid Chriftian Nagle, John Morri-
fon, gunner Lilly, drummer Horn, Thomas Flowers and William Car-
man ; and do further will and require, that they feverally from hence-
forth go free and acquit of their feveral convictions, judgments and
fentences aforefaid.

Done in Congrefs this 13th day of September, 1783.

Resolved, That the fentences of the court-martial acquitting captain

Chriftie, captain Symonds and lieutenant Hufton, be, and they are

hereby confirmed.

Resolved, That the thanks of Congrefs be given to major-general
Robert Howe, for the prudence and propriety with which he executed
the enquiry into the late mutiny of a part of the Pennfylvania line of

continental troops.

MoNDAT, September 15, 1783.

On the report from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That the commiffion of lieutenant-colonel by brevet, in

the army of the United States, be ifTued to major Murnan.
On motion of Mr. Carroll, feconded by Mr. M'Henry,
Resolved, That general Waftiington have accefs to the fecret papers

of Congrefs, under the fame injunftions as members.
On the report of the agent of marine, to whom was referred a me-

morial from John Jordan, James M'Kinfey and Jofeph Bruffel, Con-
grefs came to the following refolution, by the vote of nine ftates.

Vofc. VIII. L 2
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Whereas John Jordan, James M'Kinfey and Jofeph Brufiel, ordi-

nary feamen belonging to the navy of the United States, have loll:

their limbs in a6lion, on board the fhip Bonne Plomme Richard, com-
manded by captain John Paul Jones, on the 23d day of September,

1779, fighting under the American flag.

Resolved, That the faid John Jordan, James M'Kinfey and Jofeph
Bruffel, be allowed for their fupport, 40 dollars per annum each, to be

paid quarterly, and to commence from the time their pay ceafed in the

navy, until the further order of Congrefs.

Tuesday, September 16, 1783.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of a committee, con-

fifting of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr. Gerry and Mr. Fofter, to whom
was referred a report on a letter of the 11 th of July laft, from the le-

gislature of MafTachufetts, and the firft part being amended fo as to

read.

That after the firft Monday in November next, the eftablifliment

and falaries of all officers in the marine department, excepting the

agent of marine, fhall terminate and ceafe ; and that from and after

the faid firfl: day of November next, dollars per annum, (hall

be allowed to the agent of marine, for managing the bufinefs of that

department, and for payment of the clerks and contingent expenfes of

the office : He fliall appoint and remove at pleafure all perfons em-
ployed under him, and be refponfible for their conduA in office.

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Howell, to

flrike out the words, " excepting the agent of marine :" And on the

queftion, fhall thofe words ftand ? the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. Gerry,

Nenv-Hampsbire^ Mr. Foster^ no ^ *

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerry, ay'\

Mr. Holten, oy yay
Mr. Higgmson, ay

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Ellery, ay\
'5Mr. Howell, no

Connecticut^ Mr. S. Huntington, ay

Mr. Bi Huntington, ay

New-York^ Mr. Duane, ay

Mr. L'Hojnmedieu, ay

Neiv-yersey^ Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,

Virginia^ Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftion was loft, and the words were ftruck out.

divided.
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Wednesdat, September 17, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Duane, leconded by Mr. Gerry,

Whereas it is the duty of Congrefs at all times, but more efpecially

when their conftituents are expofed to heavy taxes, and the finances

greatly embarraffed, to embrace every opportunity to introduce osco-

iiomy in the public expenditures. And whereas fince a return of the

bleflings of peace. Hot only the bufinefs of many of the officers on the

domeftic civil lift is decreafed, but the charge of their fubfiflence is

greatly moderated. And whereas by a change of fyftem in conducing
the aftairs of the United States, at foreign courts, great favings may
be alfo made to the public.

Resolved therefore, That a committee be appointed to confider what
redudlions may be made in the civil lift, and to report fpecially on each

department.

Ordered^ That the committee confift of five.

Ordered^ That the firft part of the report which was under confider-

atlon yefterday, fo far as refpefts the civil lift, be referred to the faid

committee.

Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the report of the com-
mittee, to whom was referred the report on a letter of the 1 1th July,

from the legiflature of MalVachufetts, which is in the following words :

Whereas the legiflatures, as well as the citizens of feveral ftates,

are oppofed to the allowance of half-pay to officers of the army, and
alfo to the commutation, made by an acl of Congrefs of 22d March
laft ; and it is the requeft of the delegates of fuch ftates, that the le-

giflatures thereof may have an opportunity of effecting a compromife
with the officers of their refpedtive lines, and of enabling them to re-

tain the affedion and efteem of their fellow-citizens.

Resohedi That the fecretaiy at war be directed to tranfmit to the

legiflatures of the ftates of MafTachufetts, Rhode-Ifland and Provi-

dence Plantations, and of fuch other ftates as may apply f©r the fame,

a lift of the officers belonging to fuch ftates refpeftively, to whom half-

pay or the commutation has been promifed by Congrefs, and of the

fums to thofe officers feverally due, fpecifying particularly the arreara-

ges of their pay, clothing and rations, to the ift of January laft, and the

amount of the commutation ; in order that the faid legiflatures, if they

fhall deem it expedient, may reward the itrvices of the faid officers,

in a way that (hall be mutually agreeable to them.

That the public fecurities which have been or may be ilTued to the

faid officers, for their arrearages or commutation, and. which in confe-

quence of a compromife may by them be affigned to their refpeftive

ftates, fhall be received by the fuperintendant of finance, from fuch

ftates, in payment of requifitions of Congrefs : provided that fuch of-

ficers as may not accept the propofals of their refpedlive ftates, for

rewarding their fervices aforefaid, fhall be neverthelefs entitled to the

commutation, and every other emolument granted them by adts of
Congrefs.

A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, feconded by Mr, Condicl, to

flrike out the words, " provided that fuch officers, 8tc." to the end ;

And on the queftion,' fliall thofe w^ords ftand ? the yeas and nays bC"

ing required by Mr. Ellery,
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Neio-Hampshire^

Massachusetts^

Rhodcrlsland^f

Connecticut^

New-York^

New-Jersey^

Pennsylvania^

Maryland^

Virginia^

North-Carolina)

South-Carolina,

ay

ay

ay

no

no

^y

ay

ay

ay

ay

no

no

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

°y
oy

^y

^y

p. «

yqy

°y

ay

]
no

\oy

aj

}
ay

ay

«y

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. EUery,

Mr. Honvell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. 3Iontgomery,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M' Henry

^

Mr. Jones,

Mr. 'Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Haivkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. /?ec7cA

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

A motion "was then made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Holten,

after the words '' in payment of requifitioiis of Congrefs," to add, " not

appropriated to the payment of the intereft of the public debt :" And
on the qncftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays being

required by Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Higginson,

Mr. Ellcry,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L' Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Montgomery^
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/oncf,

New-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

JRhode-Islandf

Contiecticut,

New-Torkf

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia^

ay^ #

ay>ay
oyj

f divided,
ay^

> divided*
oyS
ay

ay

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

ay

}
no
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North-Carolina,
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Connecticut^ Mr. .S", Huntington^ ay')

Mr. B. Huntington^ 'yS
Neiv-York, Mr. Duane^ no>

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no^

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no"!

Mr. Clark, oyKay
Mr. Condict, ay}

Pennsyhania, . Mr. Fitzsimmons, ""^ ^ «
Mr. Montgomery, noS

Maryland, Mr. M'Henry,

Virginia, Mr. yoHt?5,

Mr. Madison.

Mr. 5/anrf,

Mr. Led-,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
^"^X no

Mr. Williamson,, no 5
South-Carolina, Mr. i?eaflf, no >

^^^
Mr. Beresfurd, no^

So the queftion was lofl.

A queftion being taken on the latter part, paffed in the negative.

Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the report of the com-

mittee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. A. Lee and Mr. S. Huntington,

to whom was referred a letter of the 1 1th July laft, from the legifla-

ture of MafTachufetts, which is in the words following :

" That the fubjefts of complaint in the faid letter are, the grant of

half-pay for life to the officers of the army ; the commutation grant-

ed to the faid officers of five years whole pay, in lieu of the faid half-

pay ; and the falarics allowed to the civil officers of Congrefs.

The half-pay, your committee obferve, was granted at a critical

period of the war, when our finances were embarraffed, our credit im-

paired, our army diftreffed, the officers difcontented, and refignations

fo general, as to threaten the dilTolution of a corps on whofe militaiy

experience the public fafcty, in the judgment of the commander in chief,

greatly depended.

The firfl; grant was limited to feven years, but not being deemed

fatisfaftory to the army, the evil of refignations continued to prevail

to fo alarming a degree, as to require a more effedlual remedy ; and

the grant of half-pay to the officers was extended for life. Your com-

mittee are perfuaded that no doubt can be entertained, but that Con-

grefs were of opinion, that this provifion Avas alone competent, if it

was not the only one at that time in their power, to eftablifli a mili-

tary force capable of oppofing the dangers with which the United

States were then furrounded. That although it is to be regretted

that any meafure has been adopted by Congrefs, which has given un-

eafinefs to the legiflature or the citizens of the Mafl"achufetts ;
yet

experience has fhewn how effentially that provifion in queftion has

contributed to the fl:ability of the army, to its perfedion in difcipline,

to the vigor and decifion of its operations, and to thofe brilliant fuc-

ceffes which have hafiened the bleffings of a fafe and honorable peace.

Your committee beg leave further to obferve, that from an earnefl
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defire to give fatisfadlion to fuch of the ftates as expreited a diflike to

the half-pay eftabliniment, a fuin in grofs was propofed by Gong-refs,

and accepted by the officers, as an equivalent, for their half-pay. That

your committee are informed, tliat fuch equivalent was afcertained

on eftablifhed principles which are acknowledged to be jufl:, and adopt-

ed in fimilar cafes : but that if the objedlions againfi: the commu-
tation were ever fo valid, yet as it is not now under the arbitration of

Congrefs, but an adl conftitutionally and finally adopted, and the na-

tional faith pledged to carry it into eflecl, they could not be taken

into confideration.

With regard to the falaries of civil officers it may be obferved, that

the neceffaries of life have been very high during the war : hence it

has happened that even the falaries complained of, have not been found

fufficient to induce perfons properly qualified, to accept of many im-

portant offices, and the public bufinefs is left undone.

Your committee are neverthelefs of opinion, that fince the ceffatioH

of hoftilities, the expenfes of living is moderated, and that aconfider-

able reduftion may be made in the civil lift."

A motion was made by Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

to commit the report : And on the queftion for^committing, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Holten,

divided,

ay

ay

Neiu-Hampsbire,
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Duane, to v/hora was referred the report of the committee, on the let-

ter of the 11th July, from the legiflature of Maffachufetts, brought

in a report, which was taken intoconfideration, and the follov/ing pa-

ragraph being under debate : " And refignations fo general as to

threaten the diffolution of a corps, on whofe military experience the

public fafety, in the judgment of the commander in chief, greatly de-

pended,"

A motion v/as made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery, to

ftrike out the words, " in the judgment of the commander in chief:"

And on the queftion, fliall thole words (land ? the yeas and nays be-

ing required by Mr. M'Henry,

Nenv-Hampshire,

Massachusetts.,

Rhode-Island)

Connecticut)

Nenv-Yorky

NcTj-Jersej)

Pennsjhania^

Maryland)

Virginia^

North-Carolina.

Mr. Foster)

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Bolten,

Mr. HigginsoU)

Mr. Ellery)

Mr. Honvell)

Mr. S. Huntington)

Mr. B. Huntington)

Mr. DuanC)

Mr. L'HommedieU)
Mr. Boudinot)

Mr. Condict)

Mr. FitzsimmonS)

Mr. Montgomery)
Mr. Carroll)

Mr. M'Henry)
M<-. JoneS)

Mr. Madison)

Mr. Bland)

Mr. LeC)

Mr. Mercer)

Mr. HawkinS)
Mr. Williamson)

Mr. Read)

ay

no

ay

ay

ay

no

no

"y
ay

ay

ay

«J
no

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay
I

ay ^ay
ay

ay

ay

ay

ay |>

ay

iT divided.

"y

ay

South-Carolina,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the confideration of the paragraph in which is the following fen-

tence : " But if the objeftions againft the commutation were ever fo

great, yet as it is not now under the arbitration of Congrefs, but an

aft conftitutionally and finally adopted." A motion was made by Mr.

Howell, feconded by Mr. Condia, to ftrike out the words, " confti-

tutionally and:" And on the queftion, fhall thofe words ftand ? the

veas and nays being required by Mr. Bland,

New-Hampshire

)
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Connecticut,
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Neio-Jcrsey^
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Neio-Hampshirey Mr. Foster^ no

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerry

^

no'

Mr. Holten, no

Mr. Higgtnson, no

Rhode-Islandy Mr. Ellery^ no

Mr. Hotuell^ no

Connecticut^ Mr. S. Huntington^ aji

'

Mr. B. Huntington, aj>^ -^

Neiv-Torky Mr. Duane, cy>
Mr. L'HommedieU) ojS

.

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay"^

Mr. Clark, ^J f ^J
Mr. Condict, ay j

Pennsylvaniay Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay 7

Mr. Montgomery, 073
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no

J> *
Virginia, Mr. Jones, <y"i

Mr. 3Iadison, ay>ay
Mr. fiercer, ay J

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay 7

Mr. Williamson, (wS
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay ^ *

So the queftion was loft.

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. Ellery,

in the words following

:

Whereas the delegates of the ftate of Pennfylvania, have laid be-

fore Congrefs, a refolution of the legiflature of Pennfylvania, in the

words following :

State ofPennsylvania, in General Assembly, Friday Sept. 12, 1783, A.M.

The committee appointed yefterdav, to whom Avas re-committed the

report of the committee, on the fubjedl of holding a conference with

the fupreme executive council, refpefting the lands appropriated

for the ufe of the Pennfylvania line, made report, which was read ;

and on motion and by fpecial order, the fame was read the fecond

time, and adopted as follows, viz.

The committee to whom the report of a committee, on the fubjeft

of a conference to be held with the fupreme executive council, re-

fpefting the lands appropriated for the ufe of the Pennfylvania line,

was re-committed, with inftruftions to report to this houfe, the beft

and moft expeditious mode for removing the obftruftions to the fur-

veying of the faid lands, beg leave to report.

That they have deliberately conlidered the important bufinefs fub-

mitted to them, with the very interefting confequences which it in-

volves : they find that the fole obftrudlion to laying off the before-

mentioned land, originates in the difpofition of the Indians, who claim

a right to the territory in queftion, and will not peaceably fufFer it

to be occupied or difpofed of without receiving, according to uniform

praftice, fince the earlieft fettlement of the ftate, a conftderation for

the fame.

Your committee therefore are of opinion, that a purchafe from the
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original claimants is the mod dignified, humane, expeditious and ccco-

nomical mode by -which this houfc can enable the furveyor-general to

lay off and lurvey the faid diftrift. And they beg leave further to

obferve, that although the articles of the confederation do not by any

means explicitly rcftridl this houfe from entering on this bufmefs in-

dependent of Coiigrefs, yet being deeply impreffed with the delicacy of

touching any fubjeft of federal relation, but with the moft deliberate

caution ; and as the letter of a claufe in the 9th fedlion appears to

involve a doubt, they think proper to fubmit the following refolu-

tion :

Resolved, That the following inftrucElions be forwarded w^ithout de-

lay to our delegates in Congrefs, with injundtions to them, to procure

as expeditioufly as poffible, and tranfmit to this houfe, the fenfe of

Congrefs on the fubjed.

Extract from the minutes,

Peter Z. Lloyd, Clerk of the General Assembly,

And the faid delegates having alfo laid before Congrefs an inflruc-

tlon from the faid legiflature, in the words following, viz.

State of Pennsylvania, iii General Assembly, September 12, 1783,

GENTLEMEN,
YOU are hereby inftrufted to lay before Congrefs the peculiar fitu-

ation of the (late of Pennfylvania, which renders a conference with

the Indian nations that live adjoining to our frontiers, at this time

neceffary.

The general affembly of this commonwealth, by their refoive of the

7th of March, A. D. 1780, promifed certain donations of land to be

laid off to their officers and foldiers at the end of the war ; and have

fince that time, by a particular law, appropriated the lands belonging

to this (late, weftward of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers, for that

purpofe, and for the purpofe of redeeming the certificates of deprecia-

tion.

The time is now come when juftice muft be done to our officers and

foldiers, as well refpeding the faid lands as their certificates of depre-

ciation.

The cuffom of Pennfylvania has always been to purchafe the right

of poffeiTion from the Indian natives, as being more confonant to juffice,

and lefs expenfive than force. This, however, cannot be done with-

out fome convention or conference with the Indians for that purpofe.

Although this bufinefs may be faid ftriftly to regard only the in-

ternal police of Pennfylvania, and the conference propofed does not

extend to any defcription of men without the limits of the United
States, nor regard any of the great objecls of peace or war

;
yet our high

refpeft for the confederation, determines us to lay open the whole de^

fign of the ftate to Congrefs,

Senfible likcwife as we are, that the whole expenfe of this particu-

lar bullncfs mufl; reft with Pennfylvania; yet perhaps the wifdom of

Congrefs may improve this conference to the general benefit of the

union.

We wifn you to ufe all reafonable expedition in this matter ; and

hope the meafures we are taking for the fatisfadtion of the Pennfyl-
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vania linp, will meet with the ready concurrence and approbation of

the great council of the nation.

By order of the hnufe,

Fred. A. Muhlenberg, Speaker.

The honorable the delegates of Pennfylvania.

Resolved, That the legiflature of Pennfylvania be informed in an-

fwer to the faid reprcfentation, that as foon as an agreement (hall have
taken place for the celTatioli of hoflilities between the United States

and the Indians engaged on the fide of the- Britifli, in the profecution

of the war, (for which, meafures are now under deliberation) Congrefs
will cheerfully confent to the negociation propofed by the faid legif-

lature, for the purchafe of the Indian claim to lands within the limits

of that ftate.

On the queftion to agree to the foregoing motion, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. Duane,

New-Hampshire^
Massachusetts.

Rpode-Island,

Connecticut^

New-Tor k,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland.,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South- Carolina,

So the queflion was loft.

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Hohen,
Mr. Higginsun,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntinvton.

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimjnons,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Read,

ay

no

;i

MoNDAr, September 22, I7S3.
Mr. James Tilton, a delegate for the ftate of Delaware, attended^

and took his feat.

Congrefs took into confidcration the report of a committee, confift-

ing of Mr. Williamfon, Mr. Holten and Mr. Duane, to whom was
referred an application from the delegates of Rhode-Ifland ; whereupon,

Resolved, That application be immediately made to the minifters of
the United States nov/ in France, to know whether they have received
any information concerning the capture of the fchoonerGood Fortune,
of which George Hardwick was mafter, and of her being condemned
at Cape Francois, on the 4th day of November laft ; and what further
fteps, if any have been taken, on that fubjeft.
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The grand committee, confifting of Mr. Fofter, Mr. Holten, Mr.
S. Huntington, Mr. Duane, Mr. Condicl, Mr. Montgomery, Mr.
M'Henry, Mr. Lee, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Read, to whom was re-

ferred, " an ordinance prohibiting the fettlement andpurchafe of cer-

tain lands," reported the draft of a proclamation, which was agreed to

as follows :

By the United States in Congress assembled,

X PROCLAMATION.
WHEREAS by the 9th of x\it articles of confederation, it is among

other things declared, tliat " the United States in Congrefs affembled,

have the fole and exclulive right and power of regulating the trade,

and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the

ftates, provided that the legiflative right of any ftate, within its own
limits, be not infringed or violated." And whereas it is elTential to

the welfare of the United States as well as necefl'ary for the mainte-

nance of harmony and friendfliip with the Indians, not members of

any of the ftates, that all caufe of quarrel or complaint between them
and the United States, or any of them, fliould be removed and pre-

vented ; therefore the United States in Congrefs affembled, have

thought proper to iffue their proclamation, and they do hereby pro-

hibit and forbid all perfonsfrom making fettlements on lands inhabited

or claimed by Indians, without the limits or jurifdiftion of any par-

ticular ftate, and from purchaftng or receiving any gift or ccflion of

fuch lands or claims without the exprefs authority and diredions of

the United States in Congrefs alTembled.

And it is moreover declared, that every fuch purchafe or fettle-

ment, gift or ceffion, not having the authority aforefaid, is null and

void, and that no right or title will accrue in confequence of any fuch

purchafe, gift, ceffion or fettlement.

Done in Congrefs, at Princeton, this 22d day of September, in

the year of our Lord 1783, and of our fovereignty and inde-

pendence the eighth.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of a committee, con-

fifting of Mr. Duanc, Mr. Read, Mr. M'Henry, Mr. Huntington,

Mr. Peters, Mr. Wilfon and Madifon, appointed to couiider what ju-

rifdiftion may be proper for Congrefs in the place of their permanent

refidencc ; whereupon.

Ordered, That the faid report be referred to a committee of the

whole houfe.

Resolved^ That on Thurfday next, Congrefs be refolved into a com-

mittee of the whole, to take into confideration the above report.

TuESDAr, September 23, 1783.

On motion of Mr. S. Huntington, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

Resolved, That a copy of the refolution of the 13th inft. refpetTting

major-general R. Howe, be tranfmitted to the commander in chief;

and that the general be requefted to ftgnify to the officers and fol-

diers of the detachment under the command of general Howe, that

Congrefs are well fatisfied with the promptitude and alacrity they dif-

covered in executing the fervice on which they were employed.
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Thursdat, September 25, 1783.

At the requeft of Mr. Holten, a delegate for the Hate of Maffa-

chiifetts, the letter of the 1 1th July, 1783, from the legiflature of that

ftate, was entered on the journal as follows :

" Commonrjealth of Massachusetts,

Boaon, July 11, 1783.

SIR,

THE addrefs of the United States in Congrefs alTembled, has been

received by the legiflature of the commonwealth of Maffachufetts

;

and while they confider thenifelves as bound in duty to give Congrefs

the highcfl affurance, that no meafures confident Avith their circum-

flances, and the conftitution of this government and the federal union,

fhall remain unattempted by them, to furnifh thofe fnpplies which juf-

tice demands, and which are neceffary to fupport the credit and honor

of the United States ; they find thenifelves under a neceffity of ad-

drefling Congrefs, in regard to the fubje£l of the half-pay of the offi-

cers of the army, and the propofed commutation thereof; with fomc

other matters of a (imilar nature which produce among the people of

this commonwealth the greateft concern and uneaiinefs, and involve

the legiflature thereof in no fmall embarraflments.

The legiflature have not been unacquainted with the fufFerings, nor

are they forgetful of the virtue and bravery of their fellow-citizens in

the army ; and while they are fenfible that juftice requires they Ihould

be fully compenfated for their fervices and bufferings, at the fame time

it is moft fincerely wifhed that they may return to the bofom of their

country, uader fuch circumftances, as may place them in the moft agree-

able light with their fellow-citizens.

Congrefs, in the year 1780, refolved, that the officers of the army,

who (hould continue therein during the war, fliould be entitled to half-

pay for life ; and at the fame time refolved, that all fuch as fliould retire

therefrom, in confequence of the new arrangement which was then or-

dered to take place, fliould be entitled to the fame benefit : a commu-
tation of which half-pay has inice been propofed.

The general court are fenfible that the United States in Congrefs

affembled are, by the confederation, vefted with a difcrctionary power,

to make provilion for the fupport and payment of the army, and fuch

civil officers as may be neceffary for managing the general affairs of

the United States : but in making fuch provifion, due regard ever ought

to be had to the welfare and happinefs of the people, the rules of equi-

ty, and the fpirit and general defign of the confederation. We cannot

on this occafion avoid faying that, with due refpecl, we are of opinion,

thofe principles were not duly attended to, in the grant of half-pay to

the officers of the army ; that, being in our opinion, a grant of more
than an adequate reward for their fervices, and inconfiftent with that

equality which ought to fubfift among citizens of free and republican

ftates. Such a meafure appears to be calculated to raife and exalt fonie

citizens in wealth and grandeur, to the injury and opprefiion of others,

even if the inequality which will happen among the officers of the ar-

my, who have performed from one to eight years fervicc, fliould not be

taken into confideration.
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The obfervations which have been made with regard to the officer3

of the army, will in general apply to the civil officers appointed by
Congrefs, who, in our opinion, have been allowed much larger falaries

than are coniiftent with the ftate of our finances, the rules of equity,

« and a proper regard to the public good : and indeed, if the United
States were in the moft wealthy and profperous circumllances, it Is

conceived that (Economy and moderation, with refpeil to grants and

allowances, in oppofition to the meafures which have been adopted by
monarchical and luxurious courts, would moft highly conduce to our

reputation, even in the eyes of foreigners, and would caufe a people^

who have been contending with fo much ardour and expenfe for re-

publican conftitutions and freedom, which cannot be fupported with-

out frugality and virtue, to appear with dignity and confiftency ; and

at the fame time would, in the beft manner, conduce to the public

happinefs.

It is thought to be effentially neceffary, efpecially at the prefent

time, that Congrefs fhould be exprefsly informed, that fuch meafures

as are complained of, are extremely oppoiite and irritating to the prin-

ciples and feelings which the people of fome eaftern ftates, and of this

in particular, inherit from their anceftry.

The legiflature cannot, without horror, entertain the moftdiftant idea

of the diflolution of the union, which fubfifts between the Uwited

States, and the ruin which would inevitably enfue thereon ; but with

great pain they muft obferve, that the extraordinary grants and al-

lowances which Congrefs have thought proper to make to their civil

and military officers, have produced fuch efFeds in this commonwealth,

as are of a threatening afpecl. From thefe fources, and particularly

from the grant of half-pay to the officers of the army, and the propo-

fed commutation thereof, it has arifen, that the general court has not

been able hitherto to agree in granting to the United States, an ini-

poft duty, agreeable to the recommendation of Congrefs ; while the

general afTembly at the fame time, have been deeply impreffed with a

fenfe of the neceffity of fpeedily adopting fome effeftual meafures, for

fupplying the continental treafury, for the reftoration of the public

credit, and the falvation of the country : and propofe, as the prefent

feffion is near terminating, again to take the fubjedl of the import du-

ty into confideration early in the next. From thefc obfervations yau
may eafily learn the difficult and critical fituation the legiflature is In,

and they rely on the wifdom of Congrefs to adopt and propofe fome

meafure for relief in this extremity.

In the name and by order of the General Courty

We are your excellency's

inoft obedient humble fervants,

S. Adams, President of the Senate.

Tristram Dalton, Speaker of
the House of Representatives,^

His excellency the Prefident of Congrefs.

Congrefs refumed the confideration of Xhe report of the committee,

to whom was referred the report of the committee, 'on the letter of

the 11 th July, from the legiflature of MalTachufetts, and the fame be-

ing read as follows

:
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•' That the fubjedls of complaint in the faid letter are the grant of

half-pay for life to the officers of the army ; the commutation granted

to the faid officers of five years whole pay, in lieu of the faid half-pay;

and the falaries allowed to the civil officers of Congrefs.

That without dwelling on the reafonablenefs and juflice of a pro-

vllion in favor of thofe whofe former profeffions, purfuits and profpedts,

have in a long courfe of military fervice, given place to habits and
acquirements, which on the return of peace, however honorable they

may be to the polTeffor, ceafe to be a fource of profit to him. Your
committee obferve, that the half-pay was granted at a critical period

of the war, when our finances were embarrafTed, our credit impaired,

our army diflreffed, the officers difcontented, and refignations fo ge-

neral, as to threaten the diffolution of a corps on whofe military ex-

perience the public fafety, in the judgment of the commander in chief,

greatly depended. The firfl grant was limited to fevcn years, but not

being deemed fatisfadlory by the army, the evil of refignations con-

tinued to prevail to fo alarming a degree, as to require a more effi;6lukl

remedy ; and the grant of half-pay to the officers was extended for life.

Your committee are perfuaded that no doubt can be entertained,

but that Congrefs were of opinion, that this provifion was alone com-
petent, if it was not the only one at that time in their power, to efta-

bliffi a military force capable of oppofing the dangers with which the
United States were then furrounded. That although it is to be re-

gretted that any meafure has been adopted by Congrefs, which has
given uneafinefs to the legiflature or the citizens of the MafTachufetts

;

yet experience has fhewn how effentially that provifion in queftion has
contributed to the ftability of the army, to Its perfedlion in difcipline,

to the vigor and decifion of its operations, and to thofe brilliant fuc
ceffes which have haftened the bleffings of a fafe and honorable peace.

Your committee hold it to be the bounden duty of Congrefs, to

leave no effiart unefTayed, that may enable them to conform to the
known and exprefs fenfe of their conflituents ; but a perfect compli-

ance with the wiflies of every part, will often be found, after due con-
fideration, Impradlicable.

Your committee confider the meafure of Congrefs, as the refult of
a deliberate judgment, framed on a general view of the interefts of
the union at large. They conclude it to be a truth, that no flate in

this confederacy, can claim (more equitable than an individual in a
fociety) to derive advantages from a union, without conforming to the
judgment of a conftitutional majority of thofe who compofe it ; ftill,

however, they conceive it will be found no lefs true, that if a ftate

every way fo important as MafTachufetts, fliould withhold her folid

fupport to conftitutional meafures of the confederacy, the refult muft
be a difTolution of the union ; and then flie muft hold herfclf as alone
refponfible for the anarchy and domeftic confufion that may fuccecd,

and for expofing all thefe confederated ftates (who at the commence-
ment of the late war, leagued to defend her violated rights) an eafy prey
to the machinations of their enemies, and the fport of European po-
litics : And therefore they are of opinion, that Congrefs fliould ftill

confide, that a free, enlightened and generous people, will never ha-
zard confequences fo perilous and alarming j and in all circumftances
Vol. VIII. N 2
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rely on the wifdom, temper and virtue of their conftituents, whicfs

(guided by an all-wife Providence) have ever interpofed to avert im-

pending evils and misfortunes.

Your committee beg leave further to obferve, that from an earned
defire to give fatisfaftion to fuch of the ftates as expreffed a diflike to

the half-pay eftablifliment, a fum in grofs was propofed by Congrefs,

and accempted by the officers, as an equivalent for their half-pay.

That your committee are informed, that fuch equivalent was afcer-

tained on eftabliflied principles which are acknowledged to be jufl, and

adopted in fimilar cafes : but that if the objedlions againft the com-
mutation were ever fo valid, yet as it is not now under the arbitration

of Congrefs, but an aft finally adopted, and the national faith pledged

to carry it into effect, they could not be taken into confideration.

With regard to the falaries of civil officers it may be obferved, that

the neceffaries of life have been very high during the war : hence it

has happened that even the falaries complained of, have not been found

fufficient to induce perfons properly qualified, to accept of many impor-

tant offices, and the public bufinefs is left undone.

Your committee are neverthelefs of opinion, that fince the ceffation

of hofiilities, the expenfe of living is moderated, and that a confidera-

ble reduction may be made in the civil lift."

On the queftion to agree to this report, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Holten,

Mr. Foster^ no
J>

*

Mr. Holten^ no^ *

Mr. Ellery, 710 '>

Mr. Hoivelly wo 5
Mr. S. Huntingtun, ay]

Mr. J3. Huntington, ay '

Mr. Duane, ay
'

Mr. UHommedieii, ay

Mr. Boudinot, ay'

Mr. Clark, no

Mr. Condict, no
_

Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay

Mr. 3Iontgomery, ay

Mr. Peters
J

ay
^

Mr. Tilton, ay

Mr. Bedford, ay

Mr. Carroll, ay ^ *

Mr. Madison, ay~\

Mr. Bland, ay \

Mr. Lee, ay (
^

Mr. Mercer, ay)
Mr. Hawkins, ay 1

Mr. Williamson, <yj
Mr. Read, ay^
Mr. Beresford, ^Jj

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Madifon, Mr. Higginfon and Mr.

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiu-Tork,

Nenv-Jerseyy

Pennsylvania^

Delaware,

Maryland,
Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

ny

'V

ay
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Hamilton, to -whom was referred a letter from Dr. Franklin, of the

i5th of April laft, reported the draught of a proclamation, -which was
agreed to as follows :

Bj the United States in Congress assembled.

A PROCLAMATION.
WHEREAS in purfuance of a plenipotentiary commifTion, given

on the 28th day of September, 1782, to the hon. Benjamin Franklin,

a treaty of amity and commerce between his majefty the king of Swe-
den and the United States of America, Avas on the 3d day of April,

1783, concluded by the faid Benjamin Franklin, with a minifter ple-

nipotentiary, named for that purpofe, by the faid king : and whereas
the faid treaty hath been duly approved and ratified by the United
States in Congrefs affembled, and a tranflation thereof made in the

words following, to wit :

[See Treaty, page 219.]

Now therefore, to the end, that the faid treaty may with all good
faith be performed and obferved on the part of thefe ftates, all the ci-

tizens and inhabitants thereof, and more efpecially all officers and
others in the fervice of the United States, are hereby enjoined and
required to govern themfelves ftriftly in all things according to the
ilipulations above recited.

Done in Congrefs, at Princeton, this 25th day of September, in the

year of our Lord 1783, and of our fovereignty and independence

the eighth.

Elias Boudinot, President.

Charles Thomson, Secretary.

The committee, confifling of Mr. Clark, Mr. Williamfon and Mr.
Duane, to whom was referred a memorial of Stephen Moore, report,

" That the memorialill is proprietor of a traft of land containing

by eftimation 1100 acres, lying in the high-lands, on the weft fide of
Hudfon's river. That the fortifications and barracks at Weft-Point,

and its vicinity are cre£led within the faid trad, from which a confi-

derable quantity of timber and wood has been taken for the ufe of thofe

works, and the garrifon pofted there in the courfe of the war. That
in purfuance of an aft of Congrefs of the 1 8th day of December, 1 779,
the quarter-mafter-general returned an eftimate of the damages which
had been then fuftained by the memorialift.

That on the 7th of February, 1780, an order iffued on the treafury

in favour of the faid memorialift for 10,000 dollars, and alfo a draft

on the governor of North-Carolina for 30,000 dollars, both towards
fatisfadtion for the faid damages.

That the memorialift claims not only the arrears due to him on the

before-mentioned eftimate, but alfo the value of wood and timber cut
and taken for repairing and improving the faid fortifications, and ac-

commodating the garrifon fince that period ; together with a reafona-

ble rent for the ufe of the faid land.

Upon this ftate of fads, the committee are of opinion, that the in-

tereft of the public, and of the memorialift, will be beft promoted by a
final fettlement of the claims under confideration, without any regard
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to the eftimates grounded on the before-mentioned ad of the 18th of

December, 1779."

AVhcreupon, Resolved, That the fupcrintendant of finance take or-

der for alcertaining the quantity and value of the wood and timber,

alfo of the hay which have been taken from the lands of the memo-
rialift, Stephen Moore, at Weft-Point, for the public ufe, by referring

the fame to the determination of three difinterefted perfons, who fhall

be upon oath, one of whom fliall be chofen by the fuperintendant of

finance, another by the memorialift, and a third by the two firft chofen.

They Ihall alfo determine the rent of the buildings formerly erected,

and of the lands from the time they have been in poireffion of the public.

That the feveral fums already received by the memorialift from the

United States, on account of the faid lands, ftiall be charged againft

him according to its value by the fcale of depreciation of the 28th day

of June, 1780 ; and the balance fliall be paid or fecured to him in the

fame manner as other fimilar claims are paid or fecured ; the memo-
rialift on his part giving fufficient fecurity to indemnify the United

States againft any claims made upon the faid lands.

According to order, the houfe was refolved into a committee of the

whole, to take into confideration the report of the committee appointed

to confider what jurifdiftion may be proper for Congrefs in the place

of tlieir permanent refidence.

Mr. Carroll was elefted to the chair. After fome time the prefident

refumed the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee of

the whole had taken into confideration the report referred to them,

and made fome progrefs therein, but not having come to a conclufion,

deiire leave to fit again to-morrow.

Ordered, That leave be granted.

Fridat, September 26, 1783.

On the report of the committee, confiftingof Mr. Peters, Mr. M'Hen-
ry and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a letter of the 5th, from the

war-office, relative to furloughing the Pennfylvania line, and fubfif-

tence to officers.

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congrefs, the refolves of the 26tli

of May and 11th of June laft, authorizing the commander in chief

and fecretary at war, to grant furloughs, are fully fufficient to enable

them to take order in the bufinefs refpecting the Pennfylvania line, and

captain Second and lieutenant Beaulieu, mentioned in the letter from

the affiftant fecretary at war of the 5th inftant.

Resolved, That the commander in chief be authorized and direfted

to grant furloughs to fuch of the general, medical and ftaff officers,

and the officers of the engineers, whofe fervices are not, in his opinion,

neceffary for the troops remaining in aftual fervice.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of a committee, confift-

ing of Mr. Duane, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Fitzfimmons, Mr. Gerry and

Mr. Higginfon, appointed to confider the late difpatches from the mi-

nifters of thefe United States at foreign courts, and to report what
meafures are neceffary to be taken thereon : And the following para-

graph being under debate, viz. " Your committee beg leave further

to obferve, that in thofe difpatches, and particularly in Mr. Adams's
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letter of the 18th of July, a fentiment is eaincflly inculcated, which is

indeed obvious in itfelf ; that the union requires additional fupport from
its members, and that if the United States become refpedlable, it muft be
by means of more energy in government: for as fome of the nations

of Europe do not yet perceive this important truth, " that the fphere

of their own commerce will be eventually enlarged by the growth of
America, but on the contrary, manifeft a jealoufy of our future prof-

perity, it becomes the United States ferioufly to confider their own in-

terefts, and to devife fuch general fyftems and arrangements, commercial
or political, as our own peculiar circumftances may, from time to time,

require." Your committee, therefore, propofe, that a fpecial commit-
tee be appointed, to take this important fubjetSl under deliberation,

and to report the refult to Congrefs."

And on the qiieftion to agree to the foregoing paragraph, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire,
3fassacbusetts,

Ebode'Island,

Connecticut,

NeW'Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Mr. Foster, no

Mr. Holten, no

Mr. EUery, no
'

Mr. Howell, no

Mr. S. Huntington, ay
\

Mr. B. Huntington, ay

Mr. Diiane, ay
'

Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay

ay

ay

Mr. Boudinot, ay

Mr. Clark, ay

Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay

Mr. Montgomery, ay

Mr. Peters, ay

Delaware, Mr. Tilton, ay

Mr. Bedford, ay ^
Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay ^
Virginia, Mr. Bland, "''?,

Mr. Lee, no^
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay

Mr. Williamson, ay

South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay

Mr. Beresford, ay

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

^J

ay

ay

ay

ay

SAruRDAT, September 27, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
M'Henry and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a memorial of lieu-

tenant-colonel Ternant
;

Resolved, That lieutenant-colonel Ternant be informed, that Con-
grefs, in continuing general Armand in the command of his corps at

the time of his promotion to his prefent rank, had reafons of a pecu-

liar nature, without any intention derogatory to the merit of lieute-

nant-colonel Ternant, of whofe ufeful and diftinguifhed fervices in the

feveral confidential and important ftations in which he has been em-
ployed, they entertain a jufl fenfe.
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MoNDJr, September 29, 1783.

On the report of committee, confifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Fitzfim-

mons and Mr. Hawkins, to whom was referred a memorial of Mark
Bird, requefting that the chain made for the defence of Hudfon's ri-

ver, may be delivered to him at a reafonable price :

Resolved, That it is improper at this time to difpofe of the chain

made for the defence of Hudfon's river.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Gerry, Mr. Lee and

Mr. Carroll, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Gerry,

Resolved.) That the minifter or minifters for negociating peace in

behalf of the United States, be, and they are hereby inftrufted to ne-

gociate an explanation of the following paragraph of the declaration

acceded to by the minifters plenipotentiary of the United States, the

20th January, 1783, relative to captures, viz. That the term ftiould

be one month from the Channel and North-fea, as far as the Canary
iflands inclufively, whether in thC' Ocean or the Mediterranean.

Ordered, That a copy of the above inftruftion be fent to the court

of appeals, and to the executives of the feveral ftates refpedlively.

TuESDAr, September 30, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. M'Henry, Mr.
Peters and Mr. Bland, to whom was referred a letter of 15th May,
from the fecretary at war.

Resolved, That the fecretary at war iffue to all officers in the army,

under the rank of major-general, who hold the fame rank now that

they held in the year 1777, a brevet commiflion one grade higher than

their prefent rank, having refpedl to their feniority ; and that com-
miffions for full colonels be granted to the lieutenant-colonels of 1777,

the refolution of 27th May, 1778, notwithftanding.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. M'Henry, Mr. Pe-

ters and Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter from captain Se-

cond, and fundry other papers.

Resolved, That captains Second and De Pontiere, late of Pulafki's

legion, be promoted to the rank of majors by brevet in the army of

the United States ; their relative rank to be fettled according to the

dates of their prefent commiffions.

Resolved, That lieutenant Beaulieu be promoted to the rank of

captain by brevet in the army of the United States.

On a report from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That the brevet commiflion of major in the army of the

United States, iffue to captain Haikell, aid-de-camp to major-general

R. Howe.
On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. M'Henry, Mr.

Hawkins and Mr. Madifon, to whom was referred a memoria'l of lieu-

tenant Edward Phelon :

Whereas lieutenant Edward Phelon, of the 4th Maffachufetts regi-

ment, hath, by his memorial fet forth, that while he was fighting for

the liberties of the United States, he received feveral wounds, under

Avhich he has for four years paft, borne the moft excruciating pains
;

and that during that time, he has been without any other fupport from

the public, than what has been given to other officers in full health ;
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and that he is ftlll a cripple : and whereas tlie fads above fet forth, are

certified to be true in all their parts, by eleven of the general-officers

of the army, who have moreover recommended him as having ferved

with reputation to himfelf, and advantage to the United States, and as

deferving the favor and conlideration of Congrefs : therefore,

Resolved^ That the fecretary at war ilTue to lieutenant E. Phelon,

a commiffion of captain in the army of the United States.

On the queftiou to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

by Mr. Ellery,

New-Hampshire^
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two armed veffels being kept up by the faid ftate at its own expenfe,

for the purpole of fecuring her trade ; and having alfo laid before

Congrefs an aft paffed by the legiflature of the faid ftate entitled,

" An aft direfting the enliftment of guards for the public prifons and

ftores."

Resolved, That the ftate of Virginia may keep up at its own ex-

penfe, two armed veffels for the defence of the trade of that ftate,

provided that the fame do not exceed the number of 14 guns, fix

pounders, and 75 men each.

Resolved, That the ftate of Virginia may keep up at its own ex-

penfe, to the number of 25 privates with proper officers to guard the

public prifons and ftores.

The order of the day being to confider, the report of a committee

on Indian affairs was then called for, and the following paragraph be-

ing under debate.
" And whereas the legiflature of the ftate of New-York, have

granted lands at Onondaga and Cayuga, to certain officers and pri-

vates in the fervice of the United States, not only as bounties for

recruiting and enlifting, but to appeafe the difcontents, which prevail-

ed for want of their pay, and as a reward for their meritorious fer-

vices, the faid commiffioners are therefore further inftrufted to take

care as far as will be confiftent with the public peace, that in the

cftablifhment of the propofed lines, the faid military grants be not

prejudiced or impeached ; but if it ihall appear that the perfifting in

fucli grants and appropriations may fo far irritate the Indians, as to

expofe thefe United States to the dangers and calamities of an Indian

war ; that then it will be proper for the commiffioners to report the

difficulties which (hall fo occur in their negociation to the legiflature

of the ftate of New-York ; and in fuch cafe, it is earneftly recom-

mended to the legiflature of New- York, to revife the laws by which

fuch appropriations have been made, fo as to prevent the calamities

of a new rupture with the Indians."

A motion was made by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. Gerry, to

ftrike out the faid paragraph ; and on the queftion, fhall that para-

graph ftand ? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Gerry,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerrj, ""Z n
Mr. Holteji, no 5

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellerj, no \ ^^
'

Mr. Howell, no 5
Connecticut, Mr. S, Huntington, tw >

Mr. B. Huntington, no^
New-York, Mr. Duane, no}

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no^

New-Jersey, Mr. Boiidinot, -no^

Mr. Clark, y!(-y
Mr. Condict, ay

j

Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ^y\ divided*
Mr. Peters, no 5

Delaware^ Mr. Bedford,

Mr. TiitoUf
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}

no

no

Marj/landy Mr. Carroll^

Mr. M^ffenry,

Virginia^ Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative, and the paragraph was ftruck out.

The following paragraph being under debate.

That the coramiffioners for the northern and weftern diftrifts, or

fuch other perfons as may be appointed by Gongrefs, ftiall be inftrudt-

cd to unite together in holding one convention with the Indians in-

habiting the diftridls aforefaid, and their allies and dependents, for the

purpofes aforefaid, and only to yield to feparate conventions in cafe of

inevitable neceffity

:

A motion was made by Mr. Bland, feconded by Mr. Lee, to amend
by adding,

'^ Of Avhich convention previous notice of at leaft one month fhall

be given by Gongrefs, to the fcveral ftates in the union, from New-
Hamplhire to Virginia inclufive, that fuch ftates as may conceive them-
felves interefted, may, if they think proper, fend commifRo.ners to be

prefent at the treaty negociated with the Indians, for fettling boun-

dary lines by fuch perfons as fhall be appointed for that purpofe by
Gongrefs."

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Lee,

3Iassachusetts,

Rhode-Island, *

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

N'env-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

Vol. VIII.

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Hotvell,

Mr. S, Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Mr, Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

O 2

"J

no ^ *

no

'

ay

no

no

no

no

no

710

no

no

no

no

ay

divided^

no

]
no

no

no

no

}
oy
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Soutb-Carolhia, Mr. Read, no') ,. ., ,

Mu Berelford, «y^^'^'^^^-

So it paffed in the negative.

SAfURDAT^ October 4, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Duane,
Resolved^ That the fuperintendant of finance be diretSled to fufpend

until the farther order of Congrefs, the fale of all fuch goods belong-

ing to the United States as may be neceffary for clothing 2000 troops,

snd fuitable for fupplying the Indians at a propofed negociation with

them.

3lONDAr, October 45, 178S.
On motion of Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Mercer,
Whereas William Langburn, hath ferved from the commencement

of the war in the army of the United States, with equal difintcrefted-

nefs and reputation.

Resohedy That a brevet commiffion of lieutenant-colonel be grant-

ed to the faid William L?ingburn.

On motion of Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

Resolved, That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby au-

vhorized, if he fliall think proper, to reward the diligence and fidelity

of the 12 horfemen, who have adled as his guard at head-quarters, by
prefenting them with their horfes and accoutrements on their difcharge.

The order of the day being called for and read, to take into confi-

deration the propofitions of feveral flates, refpefting a place for the

permanent refidence of Congrefs,

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Holten,

That Congrefs refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole, to take-

into confideration the propofitions of the feveral flates from" New-
York to Virginia inclufive, refpeding a place for the permanent refi-

dence of Congrefs.

Queftion put, paffed in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Foiler, to poft-

pone the order of the day, and on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Gerry,

Neiv-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, aj )» *

Massachusetts., Mr. Gerry, ay'\

Mr. Holten, ^Vi^
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, aj^

Mr. Hoivell, ay^^^
Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no\

Mr. B. Huntington, no^
Neiv-York, Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
HeW'jfersej, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Fsnnsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

no



OCTOBER ires. 28r

Delaware^

Marylaiidy

Virginiay

Nortb'Carolina^

Mr. Bedford^

Mr. Tiltony

Mr. Carr^Uy

Mr. 3I^Henrj>,

Mr. yoneSf

Mr. Madisoii)

Mr. -5/aw£/,

Mr. JLeff,

Mr. 3fercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. i?eaJ,

HO

710 >n(?

?r(?

no

na

5'o«f,6-Cflro//rtfl,

So it paffed in the negative,

A motion being before the houfe, it was moved by Mr. Howell, fe-

conded by Mr. EUery, that the order of the day with the motion, be

poftponed till the laft Monday in thjs month : and on the queftion for

'poftponing, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

Neiv-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, ay ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, aj >

Mr. Holten, ayS^-^
Rhode-Island, Mr. EUery, ay\

Mr. Honvell, ayS^-^
» Connecticut^ Mr. 5". Huntington, no')

Mr. £. Huntington, no^
New-Tork, Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
NeiD-Jersey^ Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Maryland^ Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,

Virginia^ Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. -RecJ, "^
^ w

Mr. Beresford, no 5

So it paffed in the negative.

On the queftion,

Resolved, That the queftion be taken, in which ftate buildings fliall

be^provided and eredled for the refidence of Gongrefs ; beginning with
New-Hampftiire, and proceeding in the order in which they ftand.

The queftion for New-Hamplhire, paffed in the negative.

n9

n»
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The qiieftlon for MafTachufetts, paffed in the negative.

On the queftlon for Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampshire^
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

Neiv-Jersey,

Pennsylvania^

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North'Carolina,

South-Carolina,

)>

ay

no')

720 5

>n9

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington, no '

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. 5/c«c/,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. /?eac?,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative.

The queftion for Connecticut, paffed in the negative.

On the queftion to agree to New-York, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Duane,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. .S". Huntington,

Mr. B, Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/or/^,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. 3Iontgomery,

Mr. Peters,

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no~^

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

New-Hampshire,
3Iassachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

ay
J>

no'}

no^

no^

<iy

ay

ay

no

no

divided*

ay

ay

no

no

no

ne
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Dela'-Mare,
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Rbode-Islandy

Connecticut^

Nevf-Yorky

Ncm-Jersey,

Pennsylvaniay

Delaivarcy

Maryland^

Virginia^

North-Carolina^

South-Carolinaf

Mr. EUery,

Mr. Hoivell,

Mr. iS*. Huntington,

Mr. £. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henrj,
Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison^

Mr. 5/i7«cf,

Mr. Lef,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. iJeaci,

Mr. Beresford,

ns

no

no

no

,

no

'

no

no

no]

no

no

no yno
no

^

fly j- ay
r J

no

«o

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

>»n«

no?
no 5

-^ ?• divided^
no\

So it pafied in the negative.

On the qucfticn for Delaware, the yeas and nays being required by

Mr. Bedford,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut^

New-Tork,

New-Jersey^

Pennsylvania^,

DelavfarCf

Maryland,

Virginia,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. 5. Huntington,

Mr. B, Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L^Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/cr/J,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. TzV^on,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. ^/o?zc?,

Mr. Lfff,

Mr. Mercer,

no ^
no'

no

no

no
no

'

''H divided.
noy
no 7

no

'

no
I

no

'

no"

no >-n»

no

no"

no

cy'

no

no

no

no

'D'

'no
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North-Carolina^ Mr. Hawkins^
Mr. Williamsorif

Soutb-CaroHnOy Mr. Ready

Mr. Beresfordy

So it palTed in the negative.

On the queftion for Maryland, the yeas and nays being required by-

Mr. Carroll,

no
I

> divided*

NciV-Hampshire^ Mr. Fostery

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerry^

Mr. Holt en,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Nevj-York, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Nei'o-'Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/arA,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, ' Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr, Madison,
Mr. i?/ani,

Mr. Letf,

Mr. Mercer,

Nortb'Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative.

On the queftion for Virginia, the yeas and nays

Mr. Bland,

)>

«o

BiJ

n0

n<7

no

«o

,

«o

72C?

wo;

no

'

no;

no

'

no"

no

no
^

no~|

no >no
710J
no

,

no

ay\

ay[

of

i

no

no

ay

no

ay

"yj
ay

ay

ay

ay

>qy

^aj

aj

being required by

NeiV'Hampsbire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-York,

Nevf'Jersey,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S, Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/ary^,

Mr. Condicty

no ^ *

^ ^ divided*
no S

no'

no

'

no;

no

no\

no

no'

no yno
no

no

no

no

}
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Pennsylvania^ Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr.' Peters,

Delaware^ Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henrj,
Virginia^ Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. i?/an£/,

Mr. I,e<r,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hatvkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative.

The queftion for North-Carolina, pafTed in the negative.

The queftion for South-Carolina, paffed in the negative.

The queftion for Georgia, paffed in the negative.

Resolved, That the fixing on a place for providing and erefting

buildings for the refidence of Congrefs, be an order of the day for to-

morrow.

divided.

Tuesday, October 7, 1783.

A deputation from the yearly meeting of the people called Quakers,

held in Philadelphia, for Pennfylvania, New-Jerfey and Delaware, and

the weftern parts of Maryland and Virginia, having fignified to the

preiident their defire of prefenting an addrefs to Congrefs.

Resolved, That the prefident inform them that Congrefs will receive

their addrefs to-morrow at 12 o'clock.

The order of the day being called for,

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Howell,

That buildings for the ufe of Congrefs be eredled on the banks of

the Delaware, near Trenton, or of Patowmack, near George-Town,
provided a fuitable diftriA can be procured on one of the rivers as afore-

faid, for a federal town, and that the right of foil and an exclufive or

fuch other jurifdi4\ion as Congrefs may diretfl, fhall be vefted in the

United States.

A motion was made by Mr. Bedford, feconded by Mr. Wilfon, to

flrike out the words, " near Trenton, "and near George-Town:" and

on the queftion, fliall thole words ftand ? the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten, .

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr, B. Huntington,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut^

no ^ *

no>ay
ay\

> divided,
ay\

ay,

"y.
lay
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ay

i}
no

no

no

divided.

New-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieii,

Neio-Jersey^ Mr. Doudinot^

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, . Mr. Bedford,

Mr. T/V^OTZ,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. 5/a«t/,

Mr. JLe^,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Haivkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. i?^flj,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftion was loft, and the words were ftruck out.

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. Holten,

to add " the Hudfon :" and on the queftion to agree to this amendment}
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Duane,

ay

ay

no

no

no

nc

no

no

no f

no 5
no'l

ay\
ay ^ay
no I

ayj
ay^
ay

•^ ^ divided,
no

ay

K

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-York,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia, *

Vol. VIII.

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. 3, Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Bovdinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,
Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,
Mr. T/VfoM,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. i?/cnc^,

Mr. Le^,

Mr. Mercer,

P 2

?zoi

ay>no
no J
^y
no

no )>

ay

"y
ay

'^yl
noy

yl

divided.

ay

r
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divided.
North-Carolina^ Mr. Hawkins^

Mr. Williamson^

South-Carolina', Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative.

The motion being then amended, fo as to read,

That building for the ufe of Congrefs be erected on or near the

banks of the Delaware, or of the Patowmack : provided a fuitable dif-

tridl can be procured on one of the rivers as aforefaid, for a federal

town ; and that the right of foil, and an exclufive or fuch other ju-

rifdiftioQ as Congrefs may direft, fhall be vefted in the United States.

A motion was then made by Mr. Carroll, feconded by Mr. M'Hen-
ry, to poftpone the motion before the houfe, in order to take into con-

iideration the following refolve :

That Congrefs do in belialf of the United States, accept the offer

made by the legiflature of the (late of Maryland, by their ai5l of

for the refidence of Congrefs :

. Aad on the queftion for poftponing, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr, Carroll,

Nerj-Hampshiref Mr. Foster, no^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ko
|

Mr. Holten, no ^no
Mr. Osgood^ no}

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no \
Mr. Howell, no 5

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Neiv-York, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Delateare, Mr. Bedford,
Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry, .

Virginia, Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madison,
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

divided.

divided.

^y

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Williamson,

Read,

Beresfard,

So it ijaffed in the negative.
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On the queftlon to agree to the motion as amended:
Refolved in the affirmative.

On the queftion,

Tliat buildings for the ufe of Congrefs be eredled on or near the

banks of the Delaware, the yeas and nays being required by Mr.
Wilfon,

Nenv-Hampsbire.)

3Iassachusetts,

Ebode-Island)

Connecticut,

New-York,

New-Jersey,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington, ay

Mr. B, Huntington, ay

Mr. Duane, ay

Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay

ay )>

no

ay }
ay

'iy

ay

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

i!

^y

ay

oy

ay

ay

ay'^

ay \

ay p-^

ay^
ay

no

no

no

ay

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

>no

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. Jones,

Mr. Madisonf
Mr. Bland,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was Resolved, That buildings for the ufe of Congrefs be

eredled on or near the banks of the DelaAvare, provided a fuitable

diflricl can be procured on or near the banks of the Caid river, for a

federal town ; and that the right of foil, and an exclufive or fucli

other jurifdidlion as Congrefs may dired, fliall be vefled in the Uni-
ted States.

A motion was then made by Mr. Bedford, feconded by Mr. Tilton,

That the buildings for the ufe of Congrefs, be erected in the ftate

of Delaware, near Wilmington : And on the queftion to agree to this,

Jhe yeas and nays being required by Mr. Bedford,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no
J>

*

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no'\

Mr. Holten, no ^no
Mr. Osgood, noJ
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Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Nenv-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Neiv-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mv. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware, Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M-Henry,
Virginia,

. Mr. '[Jones,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. i(/<2nrf,

Mr. -Lire,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it paffed in the negative.

On motion, Resolved^ That the place on the Delaware for erecling

buildings for the ufe of Congrefs, be near the falls.

Resolved, That a committee of five he appointed to repair to the

falls of Delaware, to view the fituation of the country in its neigh-

bourhood, and report a proper diflrift for carrying into effed, the

preceding refclution :

The members, Mr. Gerry, Mr. S. Huntington, Mr, Peters, Mr.
Duane, Mr. Clark.

Resolved, That it be an order of the day for to-morrow, to con-

fider of the temporary refidence of Congrefs.

WEDNESDAr, October 8, 1783.

A motion was made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. Read,

To re-confider the refolution of yefterday, by which the refidence

of Congrefs is to be fixed near the falls of Delaware, In order to fix on

fome other place that fliall be more central, more favourable to the

union, and ihall approach nearer to that juftice which is due to the

fouthern Hates. And on the queftion to re-confider the refolution of

yefterday, by which the refidence of Congrefs Is to be fixed near the

falls of Delaware, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Williamfon,

^J

Nenv-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Hoivell,

no >no
no \

no

no'
no
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Connecticut
J

Netu-Torkj

New-Jersey^

Pennsylvania^

Delawarcy

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So the queftion was lo

The deputation from

kers, attended, and bein

drew.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

ft.

he yearly

: admitted

S. Huntington,

B. Huntington,

Duane,
L'Hommedieu,
Boudinot,

Clark,

Condict,

Fitzsimmons,

Wilson,

Montgomery,
Peters,

Bedford,

Tilton,

Carroll,

M^Henry,
Jones,

Madison,
Lee,

Mercer,

Hawkins,
Williamson,

Read,
Beresford,

!}

no~l

710 5
no

no

no

no

no

no~^

no
\

no
[

noJ
ay

ay

ay

cj

ay\

^J
\

ay}
ay}

"jS
oy

ay

ay

^ay

ay

ay

ay

meeting- of the people called Qua-

, delivered their addrefs and with-

Fridat, October 10, 1783.

The order of the day being called for,

A motion was made by Mr. Bedford, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

That for the more convenient tranfadlion of the bufinefs of the

United States, and accommodation of Congrefs, it is expedient for

them to adjourn from their prefent refidence ; whereupon,

It was moved by Mr. Gerry, and feconded by Mr. Holten, to ftrike

out the words, " tranfailion of the bufinefs of the United States,

and :" and on the queftion, fliall the words ftand ? the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Read,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, no
J>

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no

Mr. Holten, no

Mr. Osgood, no

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no

Mr. Howell, no

Coniiecticut, Mr. .S". Huntington, no

Mr. B. Huntington, no

New-York) Mr. Diiane, ay

Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay

New-Jersey, fc Mr. Boudinot, ay

Mr. Condict, no"5

^y

divided.
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"J

ay

ay

no

ay

ay

ay

«J

>"y

ay

lay

ay

ay

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, cp"^

Mr. Wilson^

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Delaivarcy Mr. Bedford,

Mr. y/ZifoH,

3taryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Madison,

.Mr. LfdT,

Mr. Mercer,

Nortb-CaroJina, Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the queftion to agree to the main (Jueftion, the yeas and nays

Being required by Mr. Gerry,

Ntvj-Hampsbire, Mr. Foster, no

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no

Mr. Hoiten, no

Mr. Osgood, no

Rhode-Island, Mr. EUery, no

Mr. Howell, no

Connecticut, Mr. iS. Fliintington, no

Mr. 5. Huntington, no

Nenif-Tork, Mr. Duane, ay

X Mr. L'Hommedieu, ay

NeTJ-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, ay^

Mr. Clark, ay ,ay

Mr. Condict, no
,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay^

Mr. Wilson, ay

Mr. Montgomery, ay

Mr. Peters, ay

Delaware, Mr. Bedford, ay

Mr. Tilton, ay

M'laryland, Mr. Carroll, ay

Mr. M'-Henry, ay

Virginia, Mr. Madison, ay

Mr. Lee, fly

Mr. Mercer, ay

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, ay

Mr. Williamson, ay

South-Carolina, Mr. i?t?af/ tzy

Mr. Beresford, ay

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Williamfon, fecondcd by Mr.
Peters,

That on the laft Thurfday ia this month, the prefident adjourn Con=

7J0

7ja

na

^J

J>cj

«y

cy

1J'
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grefs to meet at Pliiladelphla on the next Saturday, there to fit for the

difpatch of public bnlinefs, till the lirfl: Monday i" June next ; at which

time, the prelident is hereby empowered and diret'led to adjourn Gon-

grcfs to meet at Trenton, on the Wednefday following.

It was thereupon moved by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. HoweH,
to Itrike out " Philadelphia," together with the words " till the firft

Monday, Sec." to the end ; and in lieu of Philadelphia ftruck out, to

infert " Trenton :"

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Duatie,

New-Hampshire.^

Massachusetts,

aj

«J

aj/

Mr. Foster^

Mr. Gerrjr,

Mr. Holtai,

Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut^ Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Kew-Torky Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Nenv-Jerseyy Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania., Mr. Fitzsimtia.ons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Delaware., Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,

Virginia^ Mr. Madison,

Mr. fiercer,

Kortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no}
Mr. Williamson, no y

South-Carolina, Mr. Read, no')

Mr. Beresford, no^

So it paffed in the negative.

On the queftion to agree to the main queftion, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Read,

>

I

New-Hampshire,
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N^ew-Jersej, Mr. Boudiiiot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. JVilson,

., .. Mr. Montgomery,
' Mr. Peters,

Delavjare, Mr. Bedford,

Mr. T//ron,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. 3I^Henry,

Virginia^ Mr. Madison,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South- Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

- So tlie queftion was lofl.

The committee, confifting of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr. Gerry and

;Mr. Duane, to whom were referred the letters from general Du Por-

tailv relating to himfelf and the other engineers of the royal corps, in

the fervice of liis moll; Chriftian majefty, report.

That major-general Du Portail, brigadier-general Laumoy, and co-

lonel Gouvion, were permitted by his moft Chriftian majefty to ferve

in the army of the United States, ^nd for this purpofe furloughs were
granted to them by the king of France, from time to time, and it ap-

pears that from a defire to give a repeated manifeftatiou of his at-

tachment to the United States, the fervlces of thefe engineers were
confidered equally entitling them to the favour of their fovereign, as

if they had been performed in the armies of France.

That thefe gentlemen have diftlnguifhed themfelves in their profef-

fion, during their fervice in America, as a<51ive, intelligent, and ufeful

officers, and confidering that they entered our fervice with the parti-

cular approbation and confent of their fovereign, it appears to your
committee that it will be expedient to grant them fome peculiar tefti-

monies of the fenfe Congrefs entertain of their fervices, as well as to

expedite their return to the corps to which they are attached in France
;

whereupon.

Resolved, That major-general Du Portail, brigadier-general Lau-
moy and colonel Gouvion, who have ferved with diftinguiftied merit

in the department of engineers, have leave to retire from the fervice of

the United States, their affairs requiring their prefence in Europe,

and no arrangements having yet been made by which Congrefs might
employ the abilities of thofe gentlemen, however •defirous they might
be of their fervices.

Resolved, That the fecretary at war, exprefs to the minifter pleni-

potentiary of his moft Chriftian majefty in America, the high fenfe

Congrefs entertain of the zeal, abilities and conduft of thefe officers

during their fervice in the army of the United States, to the end that

the faid minifter may convey to his court, the approbation of Congrefs

of their diftinguiftied merit.
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Resolvedy That the fuperintendant of finance, caufe the accounts

of inajor-general Du Portail, brigadier-general Laumoy and colonel

Gouvion, to be immediately adjufled, and advance to them refpedively,

fuch fums as the ftate of the public finances will, in his opinion, admit,

giving them certificates on interefl: for the balances which may be

found due to them. ———^® i"

SATuJRDJir, October 11, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Peters, Mr. Car-

roll, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Bland, appointed purfuant to the aft of

17th June, 1781, to enquire fully into the proceedings of the depart-

ment of war, reported the refult of their enquiries :

The order of the day being called for, a motion was made by Mr.
EUery, feconded by Mr. Holten,

That the prefident of Congrefs be, and he is hereby authorized and
diredled to adjourn Congrefs on the 22d, to meet at Annapolis, in the

ftate of Maryland, on the 31ft of Odober inft. there to fit for,the dif-

patch of public bufinefs, till the firft Monday in June next, at which
time the prefident is hereby empowered and directed to adjourn Con-
grefs to meet at Trenton on the Wednefday following.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. M'Henry, to

ftrike out the words, "there to fit for the difpatch of public bufinefs,

Sec." to the end.

And on the queftion, fhall the words moved to be ftruck out ftand?

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Carroll,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Neiv-Tork,

Neiv-Jersej,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Vol. VIII.

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. EUery,

Mr. Howell, ,„

Mr. S. HuntingtoUy

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Hointnedieu,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tiiton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson^.

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

as

ay

divided.

ay

oj>

ay

r-^y

divided.

divided.
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So the queftion was loft, and the words were ftruck out.

A motion was then made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Holten,

to add to the motion as amended, the following words : for the place

of their temporary refidence :

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Mercer,

Massachusetts^

Rhode-Island^

Connecticut^

New-York,

New-Jerseyy

Pennsylvania^

Delaware^

Maryland,

Virginia,

N'orth-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Molten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,

Mr. L'Ho7ntncdieii,

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimviions,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henry,

Mr. Madison,

Mr. Lee,

Mr.. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

ay

"J

^y

^j>

ay

V^y

ay

y

divided.

So it was refolved in the affirm.ative.

On the queftion to agree to the motion as amended, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. Carroll,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood)

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

}
^y

ay

""y

}
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Pennsjilvaniay Mr. Fitzsimmonsj

Mr. Wilsoiiy

Mr. Montgomeiy^
Mr. Peters,

DelaioarCj Mr. Bedford,

Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Madison,

Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Nortb-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftion was lofl.

MoNDAT, October 13, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Montgomery, feconded by Mr. Peters,

Resolved, That the fecretary at war iffue to lieutenant-colonel

Ternant, the brevet commiflion of colonel.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Gerry, Mr. Wil-
liamfon and Mr. Clark,

Ordered, Tliat tl^ fuperintendant of finance and fecretary at war,

give orders for tranfmitting to the legiflature of the ftate of New-
Hampfhire, an account of the fums, that by the books or documents
in their refpeftive offices fliall appear to have been advanced in money,
clothing or other articles, to Ebenezer Greene, one of the hoftages

of the American troops, taken at the Cedars ; and that the date of

his exchange be alfo tranfmitted by the fecretary at war, in order

that the legiflature may adjuft the accounts of the faid Ebenezer
Greene with the United States, and difcharge any balance that may
be due thereon.

On the report of a committee, coiififling of Mr. Read, Mr. Peters

and Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter of 2d Oftober from
the commander in chief, and a letter of Auguft 8th from the fecre-

tary at war, together with a letter from colonel Kofciufko,

Resolved, That the fecretary at war tranfmit to colonel Kofciufko,

the brevet commiffion of brigadier-general ; and fignify to that offi-

cer, that Congrefs entertain an high fenfe of his long, faithful and
meritorious fervices.

A report from the fecretary at war, on the cafe of captain Goodale,

being read, a motion was made by Mr. Holten, feconded by Mr.
M'Henry,
Whereas it appears that captian Goodale, lately promoted to the

rank of major by brevet, has diflinguifhed himfelf by extraordinary

military fervices, the fecretary at war iffue to captain Goodale, a

major's commiffion in the line of the army.

On the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required

Mr. Hoitea,
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New-H.ampshire,

Massachusetts.,

Rhode-Islandj

Connecticut^

New-York,
Netv-yersej,

Pennsylvania,

Delaivare,

Maryland,

Virginia,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Mr. L'Hommedieu,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. C/flr/^,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Mr. T/Z^on,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Mr. JLer,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Williamson,

710

ay

ay

ay

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

ay y
ay

ay

1

J

' ^ *

'1

Oj^

nol
> no

wo 3
no ^ *South-Carolina^

So the queftion was loft,

The order of the day being called for,

A motion was made by Mr. Mercer, feconded by Mr. Lee,

That Congrefs will, on the 15th inft. adjourn to meet at the city

of Williamfburg, in the ftate of Virginia, on the 30th inft. there to

fit for the difpatch of public bufinefs.

A motion was made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery, to

ftrike out the words, " there to fit for the difpatch of public bufinefs,"

and in lieu thereof infert, " for the place of their temporary refidence:"

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Mercer,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Pbode-Islandf

Connecticut,

New-York,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,
Maryland,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. 5*. Huntington, ay

Mr. B. Huntington, no

Mr. Diiane, ay

Mr. L'Hommedieu^ ay

Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Fitzsimmons,

Mr. Wilson,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Tilton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,

ay )> *

ay lay

<^y

> divided.

^y

^y

^y

uy~\

''^>^y
ayf^

ay)>*
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Virginia,

South-Carolina^

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

So the cjueftion was loft.

On the queftion to agree to the

being required by Mr. Mercer,

New-Hampshire, Mr.
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Netv-Torh,

Neiv-Jersey,

Pennsyhania,

Delaware,
Maryland,

Virginia,

South-Carolina,

So it paffed in the negative.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Lee,

Mercer,

Hawkins,

Williamson,

main queflion, the yeas and nays

Foster, no
J>

*

Gerry, no'\

Hoiten, no Y no

Osgood, no J
Ellery,

Hewell,

S. Huntington,

B. Huntington,

Duane,
L'Hommedieu,
Boudinot,

Clark,

Condict,

Fitzsimmons,

V/ilson,

Montgomery,
Peters,

Tilton,

Carroll,

M''Henry,

Lee,

Mercer,

Hawkins,
Williamson,

divided.

TuESDAr, October 14, 1733.

On motion of Mr. Clark, feconded'by Mr. B. Huntington,
Resolved, That in confideration of the fervices and fufFerlngs of

John Halflead, while employed in the fervice of the United States in

Canada, the fuperintendant of finance take order for paying him 400
dollars, in part of his account.

Congrefs took into confideration the report of a committee, confift-

ing of Mr. Duane, Mr. Peters, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Hawkins and Mr.
A. Lee, to whom was referred a number of letters and papers relative

to Indian affairs, and the following paragraph being under debate, viz.

Your committee therefore fubmit it to confideration, whether it is

not wife and neceffary that a committee be appointed to report to Con-
grefs on the expediency of laying out a fuitable diftrift within the faid

territory, and of erefting it into a diftlnct government, as well for do-
ing juftice to the army of the United States, who are entitled to lands

as a bounty, or In reward for their fervices, as for the accommodation
.of fuch as may incline to become purchafers and inhabitants, with in-
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ftrudlions to fiich committee to devife a plan for the temporary go-

vernment of the inhabitants and the due adminiftration of juftice, un-

til their number and circumftances flmll entitle them to a place among
the (laies in the union, when they fliall be at liberty to form a con-

ftitution for themfelves, not incompatible with the republican princi-

ples which are the bafis of the conftitutions of the refpeftive flates in

the union.

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, to amend the faid paragraph,

fo that it may read as follows

:

Your committee therefore fubmit it to confideration, whether it will

not be wife and necefl'ary, as foon as circumflances fliall permit, to

ereft a diftrict of the weftern territory into a diflinft government, as

well for doing juftice to the army of the United States, who are en-

titled to lands as a bounty or in reward of their fervices as for the ac-

commodation of fuch as may incline to become purchafers and inha-

bitants, and in the interim to appoint a committee to report a plan

confident with the principles of the confederation, for connefting with

the union by a temporary government, the purchafers and inhabitants

of the faid diftricl, until their number and circumftances fhall entitle

them to form a permanent conQitution for themfelves, and as citizens

of a free, fovereign and independent ftate, to be admitted to a repre-

fencation m tlie union
;
provided fnch conftitution fliall not be incom-

patible with the republican principles, which are the balls of the con-

llitutions of the refpeclive flates in the union.

A motion was made by Mr, Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery, to

poflpone that amendment, in order to admit an amendment, to make
the paragraph read as follows :

Your committee recommended it as neceffary and expedient as foon

as circumftances will admit, to lay out a fuitable diftridl within the

faid territory, and to erc6l it into a diftin£l government, as well for do-

ing juftice to the army of the United States, who are entitled to lands

as a bounty, or in reward of their fervices, as for the accommodation

of fuch as may incline to become purchafers and inhabitants, and for

this purpofe, that a committee be appointed to devife and report a plan

for the government of the inhabitants and the due adminiftration of

juftice, which, if agreeable to the fettlers, fliall be their temporary go-

vernment until their number and circumftances fliall entitle them to

a place among the ftates in the union, when they fliall be at liberty to

form a conftitution for themfelves, not incompatible with the republi-

can principles, which are the bafis of the conftitutions of the refpec-

tive ftates in the union.

And on the queftion to poftpone for the purpofe above-mentioned,

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

NeiD-Hampsbirey Mr. Foster^ no
J>

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerry, no

Mr. Holten., no

Mr. Osgood^ no

_

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, ay\
Mr. Howell, ayS -^

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, ay > _
Mr. B, Huntington, ay^ ^
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New-Torky Mr. Duane, no >

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no^
Netu-'Jersey.f Mr. Boudinot^ no^

Mr. Clark, no \-no

Mr. Condicty no j
Pennsylvania, Mr. Fitzsimmons, ay^

Mr. Wilson, no > no

Mr. Peters, no j
Delaware, Mr. Tilton, no

J>
*

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, ay >

Mr. M'Henry, ay $
^-^

Virginia, Mr. Madison, no ?

Mr. Lee, 7jo 5
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no

}

Mr. Williamson, no^
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, «o ^ »

So it pafTed in the negative.

On the quiftion, Mr. Gerry's amendment was agreed to.

Wednesdat, October 15, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Peters, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. Hawkins and Mr. A. Lee, to whom were referred fundry letters

and papers relative to Indian affairs, report, that they have attentively

conlidered the feveral papers referred to them, and have confered

thereon with the commander in chief: that their report will be con-

fined to Indian affairs in the northern and middle departments, as they

are confined by the ads of Congrefs of the 12th of July, 1775, and to

the fettlement of the weftern country, thefe fubjedls being in the opi-

nion of the committee infeparably conneded, and the committee not

being polTefTed of materials which enable them to extend their views

to the fouthern diftrifl. That it is reprefented, and the committee be-

lieve with truth, that although the hoftile tribes of Indians in the nor-

thern and middle departments, are ferioufly difpofed to a pacification,

yet they are not in a temper to relinquini their territorial claims,

without further ftruggles. That if an Indian war Ihouldbe re-kindled,

repeated vidories might produce the retreat of the Indians, but could

not prevent them from regaining poffeffion of fome part of the diftant

and extenfive territories, which appertain to the United States ; that

while fuch temporary expulfions could only be effected at a great charge,

they could not be improved to the fmalleft advantage, but by main-
taining numerous garrifons and an expenlive peace eftahlilhment ; that

even if all the northern and weftern tribes of Indians inhabiting the

territories of the United States, could be totally expelled, the policy of

reducing them to fuch an extremity is deemed to be queflionable ; for

in fuch an event it is obvious that they would find a Avelcome reception,

from the Britifh government in Canada, which by fo great an acceflion,

of ftrength would become formidable in cafe of any future rupture, and
in peace, by keeping alive the refentment of the Indians for the lofs of

their country, would fecure to its own fubjefts the entire benefit of
the fur trade : that although motives of policy as well as clemency
ought to incline Congrefs to liften to the prayers of the hoftile Indians
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for peace, yet in the opinion of the committee it is juft and neceffaiy

that lines of property (hould be afcertained and eftablifhed between
the United States and them, which will be convenient to the refpetftive

tribes, and commenfurate to the public wants, becaiife the faith of the

United States fiands pledged to grant portions of the uncultivated

lands as a bounty to their army, and in reward of their courage and
fidelity, and the public finances do not admit of any confiderable ex-

penditure to extinguifh the Indian claims upon fuch lands ; becaufe it

is become neceffary by the increafe of domeftic population and emigra-

tions from abroad, to make fpeedy provition for extending the fettle-

ment of the territories of the United States ; and becaufe the public

creditors have been led to believe and have a right to expeft that thofe

territories will be fpeedily improved into a fund towards the fecurity

and payment of the national debt. Nor in the opinion of the com-
mittee can the Indians themfelves have any reafonable objeftion agalnfi

the eftablifhment recommended. They were, as fome of them ac-

knowledge, aggreffors in the war, without even a pretence of provoca-

tion ; they violated the convention of neutrality made with Congrefs

at Albany, in 1775, and in return for profered protection, and liberal

fupplies, and to the utter ruin and impoverilhment of thoufands of fa-

milies, they wantonly defolated our villages and fettlements, and de-

ftroyed our citizens. To flop the progrefs of their outrages, the war

at a vaft expenfe to the United States, Avas carried into tbeir ov/n

country, which they abandoned. Waving then the right of conqueft

and the various precedents which might be quoted in fimilar inftances,

a bare recolledtion of the fa£ls is fufncient to manifeft the obligation

they are under to make attonement for the enormities which they have

perpetrated, and a reafonable compenfation for the expenfes which the

United States have incurred by their wanton barbarity ; and they pof-

fefs no other means to do this aCt of juftice than by a compliance with

the propofed boundaries. The committee are of opinion, that in the

negociation which they recommend, care ought to be taken neither to

yield nor require too much ; to accommodate the Indians as far as the

public good will admit, and if they fliould appear diffatisfied at the

lines which it may be found neccffary to eftablifli, rather to give tlieni

fome compenfation for the claims than to hazard a war, which will be

much more expenfive ; but it is fuppofed that when they fhall be in-

formed of the eflimates of the damages which our citizens have fuftained

by their irruptions, and of the expenfes which the United States have

incurred to check their career, it will have a tendency to fupprefs any

extravagant demands. Whereupon,
Resolved.) That a convention be held with the Indians reCding in

t''e northern and middle-departments, who have taken up arms againll

the United States, for the purpofes of receiving them into the favour

and proteftion of the United States, and of eftablilhing boundary lines

of property for feparating and dividing the fettlements of the citizens

from the Indian villages, and hunting grounds, and thereby extinguifh-

ing as far as poffible all occafion for future animolities, difquiet and

contention.

And whereas the trade with the Indians ought to be regulated, and

fecurity be given by the traders, for the pundlual obfcrvance of fuch
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iTgulatlons, fo that violence, fraud and injuftice towards the Indians,

may be guarded againit and prevented, and the honor of the federal

government and the public tranquillity thereby promoted.

Resolved., That a committee be appointed with inftru^flions to pre-

pare and report an ordinance for regulating the Indian trade, with a

claufe therein ftrid\ly prohibiting all civil and military ofiicers, parti-

cularly all commiflioners and agents for Indian affairs, from trading

with the Indians, or purchafing, or being directly or indiretlly con-

cerned in purchafing lands from Indians, except only by the exprefs

licenfe and authority of the United States in Congrefs affembled.'

Resolved, That the preceding meafures of Congrefs relative to In-

dian affairs, Hiall not be conftrued to affeft the territorial claims of any

of the dates, or their legiflative rights within their refpective limits.

The committee in their report obferve further, that they do not of-

fer the meafures which they have fuggefted as a fufficient fecurity

againft the increafe of feeble, diforderly and difperfed fettlements in

thofe remote and wide extended territories ; againft the depravity of

manners which they have a tendency to produce ; the endlefs per-

plexities in which they muft involve the adminiftration of the affairs

of the United States, or againfl; the calamities of frequent and deftruc-

tive wars with the Indians, which reciprocal animofities unreftrained

by the interpofition of legal authority muft naturally excite ; and that

in their opinion nothing can avert thofc complicated and impending
mifchiefs, or fecure to the United States the juft and important ad-

vantages which they ought to derive from thofe territories, but the

fpeedy eftablifliment of government and the regular adminiftration of

juftice In fuch diftrift thereof as ftiall be judged moft convenient for

immediate fettlement and cultivation : whereupon.

Resolved.) That it will be wife and neceffary as foon ascircumftan-

ces lliall permit, to erecl a diftriil of the weftern territory into a dif-

tintt government, as well for doing juftice to the army of the United
States, who are entitled to lands as a bounty, or in reward of their

fervices, as for the accommodation of fuch as may incline to become
purchafers and inhabitants ; and in the interim, that a committee be
appointed to report a plan confiftent with the principles of the con-

federation, for connefting with the union by a temporary government,
the purchafers and inhabitants of the faid diftrift until their number
and circumftances (hall entitle them to form a permanent conftitution

for thenifelves, and as citizens of a free, fovereign and independent

ftate, to be admitted to a reprefentation in the union
;
provided always,

that fuch conftitution fliall not be incompatible with the republican

principles, which are the bafis of the conftitutions of the refpe£live

ftate^ in the union.

Ordered.) That the remainder of the report be referred to the faid

committee.

Thursday, October 16, 1783.

On motion of Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Madifon,
Ordered) That the agent of marine provide major-general du Por-

tail, brigadier-general Laumoy and colonel Gouvion, with a paffage

Vol. VIII. R 2
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to France, in the fhip Wafliington ; and that they be informed of

the fame.

Resolved.) That Wednefday next be affigned for electing commif-
fionersj for negociating a treaty with the Indians.

Fridat, October \7, 1783.

On the report of the feeretary at war, to whom were referred a

letter of 20th Augiifl from major-general Knox, and petition of cap-

tain Pod's company of artillery artificers.

Resolved, That the pay-mafter-general bedirecled to fettle the pay

of thofe officers and foldiers who ferved in captain Poll's company of

artillery artificers, due attention being had in the fettlement, to the

real value of their nominal pay at the time they engaged in this fer-

vice, and that a certificate of the balance due to each officer and fol-

dier, be given them by the pay-mafter-general, in the fame manner as

to the oflicers and foldiers in the line of the army.

On the report of a committee, conlifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Peters

and Mr. S. Huntington, to whoin was referred a memorial of John Hall,

Resolved, That in fettling the accounts particularly referred to in

the a£l of Congrefs of the 27th of February laft, depreciation of pay

be allowed to all thofe in the military-ftores department, who were

engaged for three years, or during the war, and in aftual fervice on

or after the 10th of April, 1780, due attention being had in the fet-

tlement to the real value of their nominiil pay at the time they en-

gaged in the fervice.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Gerry

and Mr. Hawkins, to whom was referred a memorial of Cornelius

Durant,

Ordered, That the petition of Cornelius Durant, claiming pay for

a quantity of flour and (liip-ftufF, his property, feized in the ftate of

Maryland, in the year 1779, be referred to the fuperintendant of

finance, who is direc/ted to take order for inveftigatiug the claim of

Mr. Durant, and upon the fafts fet forth in his petition being fup-

ported, to caufe a fettlement to be made thereof, and the fum which

may be found due, including intcreft from the time of feizure, to be

placed on intereft in common with other debts due from the United

States.

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Lee, in the

words following :

Whereas the refolutions of Congrefs of the 7th inftant, to erecl

buildings for their ufe at or near the falls of the Delaware, are not

fatisfadlory to a refpedable part of the United States, five of which,

on the 8th inftani, voted for a re-confideration of the faid refolutions :

And whereas Congrefs have no profpeft of a general affent to any one

place for their refidence, and there is every reafon to expeft that the

providing buildings for the alternate refidence of Congrefs in two

places, will be produdlive of the moft falutary effeds, by fecuring the

mutual confidence and afFedlions of the ftates, and preferving the fe-

deral balance of power : It is therefore Resolved, That buildings be

likewife erefted for the ufe of Congrefs, at or near the lower falls of

Patowmack or George-town
;
provided a fuitablc diftridl on the banks
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of the river can be procured for a federal town, and the right of foil

and an exclunve jurifdiftion, or fuch other as Gongrefs may direct,

fliall be vefled in the United States. Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Clark, feconded by Mr. Peters, as

follows :

Whereas the motion now before the houfe, made by the honorable

mover from Maffachufetts, appears to involve in it important con-

fequences to the union, as to require a fpecial and deliberate inveftiga-

tion, unconneded with any other fubjed, and ought not be determin-

ed upon a motion immediately taken up, without previous notice

thereof given to the ftates, as was the cafe in fixing a fingle federal

town : therefore, Resolved, That the faid motion be pollponed to the

firft Monday in April next, and copies thereof tranfmitted to the

executives of the feveral ftates :

And on the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being requir-

ed by Mr. Boudinot,

JSFew-Hamps/jire, Mr. Foster, no ^ *

3Iassachusetts, Mr. Gerry, no')

Mr. Holten, no > no

Mr. Osgood, no}
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, no'?

'

Mr. Howell, no 3

Connecticut, Mr. .S*. Huntington, no ?

Mr. B, Huntington, tioS

New-Tork, Mr. Dunne,
Mr. L'Hominedieic,

New-yersej, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Clark,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Delaivare, Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Madison,

Mr. Lee,

Mr, Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Haiuhins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftion was loft.

On motion of Mr. Peters, feconded by Mr. Condicl,

Resolved, That the confideration of the main queftion be poftponed

till Wednefday next.

ay

.ay

oy

no

SaTurdat, October 18, 1783.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. S. Huntington and
Mr. Holten, appointed to prepare a proclamation for a day of thankf-

givingi reported a draft, which was agreed to as follows :
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By the United States in Congress assembled.

A PROCLAMATION.
WHEREAS it hatb pleafed the Supreme Ruler of all human events,

to dilpofe the hearts of the late belligerent pov/ers to put a period to

the effufion of human blood, by proclaiming a ceffation of all hoflili-

ties by fea and land, and tbefe United States are not only happily ref-

tued from the dangers and calamities to Avhich they have been fo long

expofed, but their freedom, fovereignty and independence ultimately

acknowledged. And whereas in the progrefs of a conteft on which the

mod effential rights of human nature depended, the interpofition of

Divine Providence in our favour hath been molt abundantly and mod
gracioufly manifeded, and the citizens of thefe United States have

every reafon for praife and gratitude to the God of their falvation,

ImprelTed, therefore, with an exalted fenfe of the bleflings by which
we are furrounded, and of our entire dependence on that Almighty
Being, from vvhofe goodnefs and bounty they are derived, the United

States in Congrefs affembled, do recommend it to the feveral dates, to

fet apart the fecond Thurfday in December next, as a day of public

thankfgiving, that all the people may then afl'emble to celebrate with

grateful hearts and united voices, the praifes of their Supreme and all-

bountiful Benefador, for his numberlefs favors and mercies. That he

hath been pleafed to conduft us in fafety through all the perils and

viciditudes of the war; that he hath given us unanimity and refolu-

tion to adhere to our jud riglits ; that he hath railed up a powerful

ally to aflid us in fupporting them, and hath fo far crowned our uni-

ted efforts with fuccefs, that in the courfe of the prefent v^JH"? hof-

tilities have ceafed, and we are left in the undilputed poffefljon of our

liberty and independence, and of the frilits of our land, and in the free

participation of the treafures of the fea ; that he hath profpered the

the labour of our huft)andmen with plentiful harveds ; and above all,

that he hath been pleafed to continue to us the light of theblelTed

gofpel, and fecurcd to us in the fulled extent the rights of confcience

in faith and worfliip. And while our hearts overflow with gratitude,

and our lips fet forth the praifes of our great Creator, that we alfo of-

fer up fervent fupplications, that it may pleafe him to pardon all our

offences, to give wifdom and unanimity to our public councils, to ce-

ment all our citizens in the bonds of aftection, and to infpire them with

an earned regard for the national honor and intered, to enable them

to improve the days of profperity by every good work, and to be lo-

vers of peace and tranquillity ; that he may be pleafed to blefs us in

our hufbandry, our commerce and navigation ; to fmile upon our fe-

minaries and means of education, to caufe pure religion and virtue to

flourifii, to give peace to all nations, and to fill the world with his

glory.

Done by the United States in Congrefs affembled, witnefs his ex-

cellency Elias Boudinot, our prefident, this 18th day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord 1783, and of the fovereignty and

independence of the United States of America the eighth.

On the report of a committee, confiding of Mr. Bland, Mr. B.



OCTOBER 1783. 313

Hiuitingtoii and Mr. Howell, to whom wa3 referred a memorial from

major Jackfon.

Resolvtd^ That the fiim a(!\ually expended by Mr. Jackfon, for de-

fraying the neceffary expenfes of his journies to and from Paris and
Anilltrdam, on balinefs committed to his charge by the hon. John
Laucns, fpecial minifter to the court of France, and charged to the

faid Jackfon, be paffcd to his credit.

Resolved^ That 1455 dollars be allowed to Mr. Jackfon, as a full

compenfation for his fervices while afting as fecretary to the hon.

John Laurens, on his million to the court of France, his pay and emo-
luments in the army to ceafe during that period.

On the report of a committee, confilVmg of Mr. Ellery, Mr. Ma-
difon and Mr. Duane,to whom was referred a letter of the 7th, from
major-general Greene.

Resohed^ That two pieces of the field ordnance taken from the Briti/li

army at the Cowpens, Augufla, or Eutaw, be prefcnted by the com-
mander in chief of the armies of the United States, to major-general

Greene, as a public teftimonial of the wifdom, fortitude and military

fkill which diftinguiflied his command in the fouthern-department, and
of the eminent fervices which amidft complicated difficulties and dan-
gers, and againfl: an enemy greatly fuperior in numbers, he has fuc-

cefsfuUy performed for his country : and that a memorandum be en-

graved on the faid pieces of ordnance, expreffive of the fubflance of

this refolution.

Resolved^ That the commander in chief be informed, that major-
general Greene hath the permiffion of Congrefs to vifit his family at

Rhode- Ifland.

A motion was made by Mr. M'Henry, feconded by Mr. Mercer,
to re-confider the refolution, " that the coniideration of the motion
made by Mr. Gerry, be poilponed till Wedncfday ;" and when the

queftion was about to be put, the determination thereof v/as poftponed
by the ftate of Nev/-Jerfey.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. S. Huntington,
Mr. Gerry and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a letter of the 19th
September, from the comni;u)dor i^]^ chief, Congrefs paffed the follow-

ing proclamation.

By the United States in Congress assembled.

A PROCLAMATION.
WHEREAS in the progrefs of an arduous and difficult war, the

armies of the United States of America, have eminently difplayed
every military and patriotic virtue, and are not lefs to be applauded for

their fortitude and magnanimity in the mod trying fcenes of diftrefs,

tlian for a feries of heroic and illuftrious atchievements, which exalt
them to a high rank among the moft zealous and fuccefsful defenders
of the rights and liberties of mankind. And whereas by the bleffing

of Divine Providence on our caufe and our arms, the glorious period
is arrived when our national independence and fovereignty are eftab-

liflied, and we enjoy the profpecl of a permanent and honorable peace :

we therefore, the United States in Congrefs affembled, thus imprelTed
with a lively fenfe of the dlflinguifhed merit and good conduit of the
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laid armies, do give them the thanks of their country, for their long,

eminent and faithful fervices. And it is our will and pleafure, that

fuch part of the federal armies as ftands engaged to ferve during the

war, and as by our afts of the 26th day of May, the 1 1th day of June,
the 9th day of Auguft, and the 26th day of September laft, were fur-

loughed, Iball, from and after the 3d day of November next, be abfo-

lutely difcharged by virtue of this our proclamation, from the faid fer-

Vice : and we do alfo declare, that the further fervices in the field, of

the officers who are deranged and on furlough, in confequence of our

aforefaid a£ls, can now be difpenfed with, and they have our full per-

miffion to retire from fervice, without being longer liable from their

prefent engagements, to be called into command. And of fuch dif-

charge and permiffion to retire from fervice refpedlively, all our of-

ficers, civil and military, and all other? whom it may concern, are re-

quired to take notice, and to govern themfelves accordingly.

Given under the feal of the United States in Congrefs affembled,

witnefs his excellency Eli as Boudinot, our prefident in Con-
grefs, this 18th day of OAober, in the year of our Lord 1783,

and of the fovereignty and independence of the United States of

America the eighth.

3IoNDAr, October 20, 1783.

On the queftion to re-conuder the refolution poftponing the confi-

deration of Mr. Gerry's motion to Wednefday next, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Boudinot,

New-Hampsbirej

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island^

Connecticut.^

Neiv-York,

Nenv-Jersey,

^Pennsylvania^

Dela%vare^

Maryland,

Virginia^

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Boudinot,

Montgomery,

Mr. Tdton,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Mr. Lee,

Mr. fiercer,

Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the motion, that the confideration of Mr. Gerry's motion be

poftponed to Wednefday next, the yeas and nays being required by

Mr. Boudinot,
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K0"J
no >

;

no J

divided.

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Hnlten,

Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. E/lerj, no

Mr. Howell, 710

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no
',

Mr. £. Huntington, ay

New-York, Mr. Buane,
^^Inv

Mr. L'Hommedieu, aj^ -^

New-Jersey, Mr. Boiidinot, ay ^ *

Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery, ay ^ *

Delaware, Mr. 77/fon, ^J ^ *

Maryland, Mr. Carroll, no \
Mr. M'Henry, no \

""

Virginia, Mr. Lee, "°Z no
Mr. Mercer, no ^

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no >
^

Mr. Williamson, no ^
South-Carolina, Mr. Izard, ?!o5

Mr. Beresford, no ^

So the queftion was loft.

The motion of Mr. Gerry was then taken up, and being read in

the words following :

Whereas the refolutions of Congrefs of the 7th inft. to ereiEl build-

ings for their ufe at or near the falls of the Delaware, are not fatisfac-

tory to a refpeclable part of the United States, five of which, on the

Sth inftant, voted for a re-confideration of the faid refolutions : And
whereas Congrefs have no profpecl of a general affent to anyone place

for their refidence, and there is every reafon to expedl that the pro-

viding buildings for the alternate refidence of Congrefs in two places,

will be productive of the mon: falutary elFeiEls, by fecuring the mutual
confidence and afFeclions of the itates, and prefervlng the federal ba-

lance of power: It is therefore Resolved, That buildings be likewife

erefted for the ufe of Congrefs, at or near the lower falls of Patow-
mack or George-town

;
provided a fuitable diftridl on the banks of the

river can be procured for a federal tov/n, and the right of foil and an
exclufive jurifdiftion, or fuch other as Congrefs may direcl, fliall be
veiled in the United States.

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Mercer, to

amend it by adding thereto :

" And that until the buildings to be erefted on the banks of the

Delaware and Patowmack fliall be prepared for the reception of Con-
grefs, their refidence fliall be alternately at equal periods of not more
than one year, and not lefs than fix months in Trenton and Annapolis

;

and the prefident is hereby authorized and direfted to adjourn Con-
grefs on the 10th day of November next, to meet at x\nnapolis on the
25th day of the fame month, for the difpatch of public bufinefs."

A motion was made by Mr. EUery, feconded by Mr. Montgomery,
to ftrike out the words " one year, nor lefs than :" And on the quef-

tion, fliall thofe words ftand ? the yeas and nays being required by
Mr. EUery,
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«J

^J

ay

^y

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerrj,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

Neiv-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

Nenv-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Montgomery,
Delaware, Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Le?,

Mr. fiercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,

Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So the queftlon was loft, and the words were ftruck out.

On motion, the words " not more than fix months," were alfo

ftrnck out.

A motion was then made by Mr. Duane, feconded by Mr. L'Hom-
medieu, to flrike out the words " and Patowmack," " alternately at

equal periods," " and Annapolis," " at Annapolis :" And on the quef-

tion, fliall thofe words {land I the yeas and nays being required by Mr.
Duane,

Massachusetts, Mr. Gerry, ay"^

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

New-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L^Hommedieu,

Nenv-'Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Moritgomery,

Delaware, Mr. Tilton,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. iWHenry,
Virginia, Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williajnson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the queflion to agree to the amendment as amended, the yeas

and nays being required by Mr. Mercer,

ay

ay

ay

ay



OCTOBER 1783. 317

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

Netv-Tork,

Neiv-Jersey,

Pejinsyhania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

So the queftion was loft.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Gerry,

Holten,

Osgood,

Ellery,

Howell,

S. Huntington,

B. Huntington,

Duane,

L'Hommedieu,
Boudinot,

Montgomery,
Tilton,

Carroll,

M'-Henry,

Lee,

Mercer,

Hawkins,
Williamson,

Izard,

Beresford,

}
ay

divided.

ay

ay

^y

ay

oj

TuESDAT, October 21, 1783.

On motion of Mr. Lee, feconded by Mr. Carroll, the motion of

Mr. Gerry, which was under debate yefterday, was taken into con-

fideratlon.

And a motion was made by Mr. Ellery, feconded by Mr. Gerry,

to amend it by adding thereto,

And that until the buildings to be erefted on the banks of the

Delaware and Patowmack lliall be prepared for the reception of Con-
greis, their refidence fliall be alternately at equal periods of not more
than one year, and not lefs than fix months in Trenton and Annapolis;
and the prefident is hereby authorized and dire£ted to adjourn Con-
grefs on the 12th day of November next, to meet at Annapolis on
the 26th of the fame month, for the difpatch of public bufinefs.

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr. Montgomery,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

.. VIII.

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington, ay

Mr- Duane, no

Mr. L'Hominedieu, no

Mr. Boudinot, 710

Mr. Montgomery, no

Mr. Tilton, no

S 2

no

ay

ay

ay

ay,

ay[

ay\

ay

ay

^J>
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Maryland.^

Virginia)

North-Carolina.)

South-Carolina^

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'-Henrj)

Mr. Lee,

Mr. fiercer)

Mr. HaivkinS)

Mr. Williamson^

Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

A divifion was then called for, and on the qiieilion, that buildings

be likewife erected for the ule of Congrefs at or near the lower falls

of Patowinack or George-town
;
provided a fuitable diftrift on the

banks of the river can be procured for a federal town, and the

right of foil, and an exclulive jurifdidlion, or fuch other as Congrefs

may direct, fhall be vcfted in the United States.

The yeas' a;id nays being required by Mr. Beresford,

ay

ay

)>

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B, Huntington,

Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieii,
Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Tilton, ?io )> *

Mr. Carroll, ay\
Mr. M'Henry, ayS'"'^

Mr. Lee, ay 7
r" av

Mr. Mercer, ^ S
Mr. Hawkins, ay \
Mr. Williamson, ^Jj
Mr. Izard, ay~)

Mr. Beresford, 'V'

S

So it was refolved in tlie affirmative.

And on the queftion to agree to the fecond part. viz. " and that

until the buildings to be erected, &c." to the end, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Beresford,

Ne%v-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island^

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania,

Delaware,
Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

South-Carolina,

Mr.
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JJ'ew-jfersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Montgomery^
Delaware, Mr. Tilton,

Maryland^ Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Lee,

Mr. Jllercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. IVilliamson,

Soxith'Carolina, Mr. Izard,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolvcd in the affirmative.

The preamble being then taken into confideration, and the fame
being amended, the whole was agreed to as follows :

Whereas there is reafon to expeft that the providing buildings for

the alternate refidence of Congrefs in two places, will be productive
of the mofl falutary effecls, by fecuring the mutual confidence and af-

fections of the dates.

Resolved, That buildings be likewife erecled for the ufe of Con-
grefs, at or near the lower falls of Patowmack or George-town

; pro-
vided a fuitable diftridl on the banks of the river can be procured for

a federal town, and the right of foil, and an exclufive jurifdiftion, or
fuch other as Congrefs may direct, fhall be veiled in the United
States : and that until the buildings to be ere>3;ed on the banks of
the Delaware and Patowmack (hall be prepared for the reception of
Congrefs, their refidence fhall be alternately at equal periods, of not
more than one year, and not lefs than fix months in Trenton and
Annapolis ; and the prefident is hereby authorized and diredled to
adjourn Congrefs on the 12th day of November next, to meet at

Annapolis on the 26th day of the fame month, for the difpatch of
public bufinefs.

Wedkesdat, October 22, 1783.
In purfuance to the orders of the 18th and 19th of Auguft, the fu-

perintendanc of finance tranfmittcd to Congrefs,

1. An eftimate of the foreign and domeftic debt of the United
States.

2. A computation of intereft arrearages on the national debt to the
111 January, 1783, and intereft for one year, on a fuppofition of the
fame becoming due in 1784.

3. Accounts of the emiffions of bills of exchange, drawn by direc-
tion of Congrefs for the payment of intereft ; and an account of the
annual intereft that was payable in Europe on loan-office certificates.

4. A ftatement of Mr. Grand's laft account current, on the prin-
ciples of the former arrangement of his account, dated 19th Auguft,
1782.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Ellery
and Mr. S. Huntington, to whom was referred a motion for tranf-
mitting copies of the preliminary articles of peace to the refpedivc
ftates

;

Resolved, That an exemplification of the provifional articles for re-
ftoring peace between the United States of America and Great-Bri-
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tain, and of the aft of ratification thereof by the United States, be

tranfmitted to each of the refpe£live dates.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Diiane, Mr. Carroll and Mr. Pe-
ters, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Peters, together with an
application of the legiflature of Pennfylvauia, relative to the purchafe

of the Indian claim of land within the jurifdidtion of that ftate ; re-

port,

That it appears to them, that the application of the legiflature of

Pennfylvania, relative to a treaty for the purchafe of the Indian claim

to lands within the jurifdiclion of that ftate, proceeded from a refpeil-

ful attachment to the federal government, and a defire to guard againft

prejudices which might arife from the interference of their own par-

ticular views with the authority of the United States : That the pub-

lic intereft might have been deeply afFefted by a negociation for fuch

purchafe independent of, and unconnected with the general treaty to

be holden on behalf of the United States. For in the opinion of the

committee, the idea of a divifion of councils, of feparate interefls, and'

a competition in purchafes which two diftinft treaties muft have im-

preffed on the minds of the Indians, could not but have had a tenden-

cy to diminifli the dignity and authority of our government in their

eftimation, and expofe both the United States and the individual ftate

to unreafonable and extravagant impofitions, and our public councils

to great embarraffments. The committee, therefore, think it proper

that it fhould be refolved.

That the commiffioners for holding the convention with the Indi-

ans under the aft of the 15th day of Oftober inft. give notice to the

fupreme executive of the ftate of Pennfylvania, of the time and place

of holding fuch treaty, to the end, that the perfons to be appointed by

that ftate, for purchaiing lands within the limits thereof, at the ex-

penfe of the faid ftate, may attend at the time and place appointed for

holding the faid treaty : and the commiffioners on the part of the Uni-

ted States, are inftrufted to give every aid in their power, to the com-
miflioners on the part of Pennfylvania, in fuch manner as will beft pro-

mote the objeft which the faid ftate fhall have In view, and not be In-

compatible with the national interefts which the United States pro-

pofe by the faid treaty.

A motion was made by Mr. Gerry, feconded by Mr. Howell, to ftrike

out the words " and not be," before incompatible, and in lieu thereof

to Infert, " provided nothing fiiall be done by virtue of this refolve :"

And on the queftion to agree to this amendment, the yeas and nays

being required by Mr. Gerry,

New-Hampshire^ Mr. Foster^

Massachusetts^ Mr. Gerry^

Mr. Holten^

Mr. Osgood^

Rhode-Island^ Mr. Ellery^

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington, no

Mr. J3. Huntington, no

New-York, Mr. Duane, no'

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no'
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New-Jersey.)
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to report : the iame being received and read, Mr. Carroll farther re-

ported, that the committee not having come to a conclufion, defire

leave to lit again.

Ordered., That the committee fit to-morrow.

Fridat, October 24, 1783.

According to the order of the day, Congrefs was refolved into a

committee of the whole, after fome time the prefident refumed the

chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the committee had taken into

confideration the fubjeft referred to them, but not having come to a

conclufion, defire leave to fit again.

Ordered, That the committee of the whole fit to-morrow.

SjfURDAT, October 25, 1783.

The prefident, having this day laid before Congrefs a letter from

the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, enclofing a copy of a letter of credence,

by which it appears, that he is appointed minifter plenipotentiary from

their high mightineffes the ftates general of the United Netherlands,

to the United States of America ; and the faid minifter having re-

quefted to be informed when and where Congrefs will admit him to

an audience.

Resolved, That the faid hon. P. J. Van Berckel, be received as

minifler plenipotentiary from their high mightineffes the ftates general

of the United Netherlands ; and that agreeable to his requeft, he be

admitted to a public audience in Congrefs.

That the Congrefs room in Princeton, on Thurfday next at noon,

be appointed as the time and place for fuch audience.

That the fuperintendant of finance and fecretary at war, or either

of them, perform on this occafion, the duties affigned to the fecretary

for foreign affairs, in the ceremonial refpeding foreign minifters ; and

that they inform the fupreme executives of New-Jerfey and Pennfyl-

vania, his excellency the commander in chief, the honorable the mi-

nifter plenipotentiary of France, and fuch civil and military gentlemen

as are in or near Princeton, of the public audience to be given to the

honorable the minifter plenipotentiary of their high mightineffes the

ftates general of the United Netherlands.

Ordered, That the fuperintendant of finance and fecretary at war,

or either of them, take order for an entertainment to be given at the

public expenfe, to the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, minifter plenipotenti-

ary from their high mightineffes the ftates general of the United Ne-

therlands, to the United States of America, on Thurfday next, the day

affigned for the public audience of the faid minifter.

MoNDAT, October 27, 1783.

Only three ftates attended ; namely, Maffachufetts, New-York and

Penufylvania; and from Rhode-Illand, Mr. Ellery, from New-Jerfey,

Mr. Clark, from Maryland, Mr. Carroll, and from North-Carolina,

Mr. Williamfon.

Tuesday, October 28, 1783.

Only fix ftates attended; namely, Maffachufetts, Rhode-Ifland,
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New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania and Maryland ; and from the

ftate of Conneclicut, Mr. B. Huntington, from the ftate of Delaware,

Mr. Tilton, and from North-Carolina, Mr. Williamfon.

JVEDNESDJTy October 29, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Williamfon, Mr. Lee
and Mr. Clark, to whom was referred a memorial from gen. Armand.

Resolved^ That though Congrefs are defirous to accommodate all

the officers and foldiers who are entitled to land, in fuch manner as

may be moft convenient and acceptable to the army, they cannot at

prefent make any appropriations, much lefs can they affign certain dif-

tricls to any particular corps.

That the commander in chief be, and he is hereby directed to dif-

charge all the troops in the fervice of the United States, who are now
in Pennfylvania or to the fouthward thereof, except the garrifon of

Fort-Pitt.

A letter, of. 26th, from the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, was read ;

whereupon.

Resolved., That the audience to be given to the faid minifter, be
poftponed till Friday next.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Lee
and Mr. B. Huntington, to whom was referred a letter from major-
general Lincoln :

Resolved.) That the refignation of major-general Lincoln as fecre-

tary at war for the United States, be accepted, in confideration of the

earneft defire which he expreffes, (the objefts of the war being fo hap-

pily accomplilhed) to retire to private life. And that he be informed,
that the United States in Congrefs affembled, entertain a high fenfe

of his perfeverance, fortitude, adivity and meritorious fervices in the
field, as well as of his diligence, fidelity and capacity in the execution
of the office of fecretary at war, which important trulls he has dif-

charged to their entire approbation.

Resolved., That notwithftanding the foregoing acceptance, it is the
intention of Congrefs, that general Lincoln fliall continue to exercife

the duties of fecretary at war, until the 12th day of November next.

Thursdat, October 30, 1783.
On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Clark, Mr. Bland

and Mr. M'Henry, to whom was referred a letter of the 26th Septem-
ber laft, from R. Varick,

Resolved., That it be recommended to the executive of the ftate of
New-York, to fettle with and pay lieutenant-colonel Richard Varick,
by allowing him what his arrears of pay, and years advance as deputy
mufter-mafter-general was worth in fpecie at the time they refpedively
became due, and charge the fame to the United States.

On m.otion of Mr. Ofgood, feconded by Mr. Holten,
Resolved, by nine ftates. That general Knox be allowed the pay of

a major-general in a feparate department, during his command at
Weft-Point

; his additional pay granted by the refolution of the 12th
of January, 1781, to ceafe during the time he received the aforegoing
allowance.
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That the fuperintendant of finance take order for paying to major-

g'cneral Knox, the arrears of fuch fubfiftence as majors general in a

feparate department have heretofore received.

On a report of the fecretary at war,

Resolved, That the commillioner for fettling the accounts of the

quarter-mafler's department be, and he is hereby diredled to fettle the

accounts of general Bailey Avhich he has againft the United States, for

money advanced, fupplies given, and fervices rendered by him.

On the report of a committee, conlifting of Mr. Beresford, Mr.
Williamfon and Mr. Mercer, to whom was referred a letter from G.
Bond, deputy fecretary of Congrefs,

Resolved, by nine ftates, That the fuperintendant of finance take

order for the payment of 500 dollars to G. Bond, deputy fecretary of

Congrefs, on account of his extra fervices.

On motion of Mr. Read, feconded by Mr. Condlft,

Resolved, That the queilion on the report of the committee on a

motion of Mr. Peters, and an application of the legillature of Penn-

fylvania, relative to the purchafe of the Indian claim of land v/ithin

the jurifdiftion of that flate, which was loft on the 22d, be re-confidered.

The report being taken up and read,

A motion was made by Mr. Ellery, feconded by Mr. Howell, to

add to the refolution, " provided that no treaty fnall be entered into

with the Indians by the commiffioners appointed by the ftate of Penn-

fylvania, until the commiffioners appointed by thefe United States

for negociating a treaty with the Indians fhallhave completed the fame; "

And on the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Duane,

New-Hampshire, Mr. Foster, ay ^ *

Massachusetts, Mr. Holten, ay\
Mr. Osgood

t

^Jj
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery,

Mr. Howell,

Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. B. Huntington,

New-Tork, Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania, Mr. Montgomery,

Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M^Henry,

Virginia, Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no \
Mr. Williamson, no ^

South-Carolina, Mr. Read, no
J>

»

So it pafTed in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery

to add by way of amendment,

ay

divided.
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« Nor with the exclufive right of Congrefs to ncgociate treaties,

regulate trade, and manage all affairs with the Indians not members

of any particular ftate :" and on the queftion to agree to this amend-

ment, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

New-Hampsbire^

Massachusetts.^

Rhode-Islandy

Connecticut,

Netv-York,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North-Carolina,

^y

^y

no

no

Mr. Foster, oj; ^ *

Mr. Holten, ay^

Mr. Osgood, ay

Mr. Ellery, ay

Mr. Howell, ay

Mr. S. Huntington, no

Mr. B. Huntington, no

Mr. Duane, no

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no

Mr. Boudinot, no

Mr. Condict, ay

Mr. Montgomery, no

Mr. Peters, no

Mr. Carroll, ay

Mr. M^Henry, ay

Mr. Lee, ay

Mr. Mercer, ay

Mr. Hawkins, ay

Mr. Williamson, ay

Mr. Read, no ^ *

divided.

no

^y

°y

ay

South-Carolina,

So the queftion was loft.

On motion of Mr. Huntington, feconded by Mr. Howell,

Resolved, That the refolution reported by the committee be amend-

ed by adding, " for the fole purpofe of making fuch purchafe," after

the word attend.

On motion of Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Ellery, to ftrike out

the words, " and the commiffioners on the part of the United States,"

Sec. to the end : A queftion was taken, fliall thofe words ftand ? and
the fame being loft, the words were ftruck out.

A motion was then made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr.
Holten, to add in lieu of the words ftruck out,

" And the commiflioners on the part of the United States, are in-

ftrudled to give every alliftance in their power, to the commiffioners

who may be appointed on the part of Pennfylvania, towards promoting
the intereft of that ftate, as far as the fame may confift with the ge-
neral intereft of the union :"

And on the queftion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Williamfon,

New-Hampsh ire.
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ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

«7

«J
ay

no

Neiv-York^ Mr. Diiane,

Mr. L'Hommedieu^
New-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. Montgomery^
Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Can-oil,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr. Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

On the qiieftion to agree to the refolution as amended, the yeas and

nays being required by Mr. Read,

ay

^y

ay

ay

divided.

Neiv-Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode-Island,

Connecticut,

New-Tork,

New-Jersey,

Pennsylvaniay

Maryland,

Virginia,

South-Carolina^

North-Carolina,

Mr. Foster,

Mr. Holten,

Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery, no

Mr. Howell, no

Mr. S, Huntington, ay

Mr. B. Huntingtoti, ay

Mr. Diiane, ay

Mr. L'Hommedieii, ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

no

ay
J>

•^ Y divided,
no

no

ay

ay

Mr. Boiidinot,

Mr. Condict,

Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Peters,

Mr. Carroll,

Mr. ^PHenry,
Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

Mr. i?efli,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

The preamble being then taken into confideration, a motion was

made by Mr. Ofgood, feconded by Mr. Howell, to ftrike out the words,

" for in the opinion of the committee, the idea of a divifion of coun-

cils," 8cc. to the end: and on the queftion, ftiall thofe words ftand?

the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Howell,

ay

ay

ay

ay

ay

divided.

New-Hampshire,
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Connecticut, Mr. S. Huntinjrtoii, no") ,. ., ,

i\/r /? tr . • . r aivided.Mr. li. liuntingtouy qyy
Neiv-Torki Mr. Duane, ay')

Mr. L'Hommedieu, 073
Neiv-JerseVf Mr. Bouclinot. ay) ,. ., ,

Mr. Condict,
,i\dtvtded.

Petinsjlvania, Mr. 3Iontgomery^ aj >

Mr. P^itri-, aj 5
'^-^

Marylandy Mr. Carroll, ay

)

Mr. M'Henry, ay \
^^

Virginia, Mr. Le?, no>
Mr. Mercer, no \

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins, no\
Mr. Williamson, no 5

South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay >

Mr. Beresford, 'Vj
So the queftion was loft, and the words were ftruck out.

The preamble was then agreed to as amended, and the whole is as

follows :

Whereas it appears that the application of the legiflature of Penn-
fylvania, relative to a treaty for the purchafe of the Indian claim to
lands within the jurifdidion of that ftate, proceeded from a refpeiflful

attachment to the federal government, and a defire to guard againft
prejudices which might arife from the interference of their own par-
ticular views with the authority of the United States : That the pub-
lic intereft might have been deeply afFeclcd by a negociation for fuch
purchafe independent of, and unconnedled with the general treaty to
be holden on behalf of the United States :

Resolved, That the commiffioners for holding the convention with
the Indians under the a£l of the 15th day of Odlober inft. give notice
to the fupreme executive of the ftate of Pennfylvania, of the time and
place of holding fuch treaty, to the end, that the perfons to be appoint-
ed by that ftate, for purchafing lands Avithin the limits thereof, at the
expenfe of the faid ftate, may attend for the fole purpofe of making fuch
purchafe, at the time and place appointed for holding the faid treaty

:

and the commiffioners on the part of the United States, are inftrudled

to give every affiftance in their power, to the commiffioners who may
be appointed on the part of Pennfylvania, towards promoting the inter-

eft of that ftate, as far as the fame may conftft with the general intereft

of the union.

On a memorial from Robert Patton, meffenger,

Resolved, That the fum of ten dollars per month be allowed to Ro-
bert Patton, in addition to his falary, from the 21ft day of June laft,

to the 12th of November next, for his extra fervices and expenfes.
A motion was made by Mr. Williamfon, feconded by Mr. Lee,
That in cafe a preftdent fliall not be chofen on or before the 1 2th

day of November next, the fecretary adjourn Congrefs on that day,
to meet at Annapolis on the 26th of the faid month, according to the
refolution of the 20th inftant.

On the queftlon to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required
by Mr. Peters,
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Massachusetts,
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North-Carolina^ Mr. Havjkins^
"-^X av

Mr. Williamson.) ^jS
Soutb-Carolina, Mr. Read,

^-^X av
Mr. Eeresford^ <Uj

So It was refolved in the affirmative.

On the queftion to agree to the motion of Mr. Lee, which was

(divided from the amendment, at the requeft of a member, the yeas and

pays being required by Mr. Peters,

Massachusetts., Mr. Holten, ay 1

Mr. Osgood^ '

lyS
Rhode-Island, Mr. Ellery, aj>

Mr. Howell, ay \
^^

Connecticut) Mr. S. Huntington, ay >

Mr. B, Huntington, ^J S
Neiv-Torkf Mr. Duane, no >

Mr. L'Hommedieu, no^
Neiv-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot, no >

Mr. Condict, no^
Pennsylvania^ Mr. Montgomery, no')

Mr. Peters, no^
3Iaryland, Mr. Carroll, ay >

Mr. M^Henry, ay 5
^-^

Virginia, Mr. Lee,
"-^X ay

Mr. Mercer, ^J S
North-Carolina^ Mr. Hawkins, ay \

Mr. Williamson, <y 5
South-Carolina, Mr. Read, ay}

Mr. Beresford, ay y

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

The fecond part was agreed to, and the whole is as follows :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to repair to the lower

falls of Patowraack, to view the fituation of the country in the vici-

nity of the fame, and report a proper diflricl for carrying into effeA

the refofution of the 2 1 ft of Odlober ; and that the committee.appoin-

ted on the 7th of Oftober, to report the moft fuitable place for erec-

ting buildings for the accommodation of Congrefs, near the falls of

the Delaware, be dire£led to report as foon as may be.

The members, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Carroll, Mr. Mercer
and Mr. Williamfon.

A motion was then made by Mr. Howell, feconded by Mr. Mercer,

That the prefident tranfmit to the executives of New-Jerfey, Penn-

fylvania, Maryland and Virginia, copies of the afts of Congrefs of

the 7th inft. refpefting buildings to be erecled for a federal town on

the banks of the Delaware ; and of the afts of the 2 1ft inft. refpectin^

buildings to be ereded on the banks of Patowmack, for a fecond fe-

deral town, and the adjournment of Congrefs to Annapolis ; and that

copies be alfo tranfmitted to the feveral other ftates in the union.

A divifion was called for, and a queftion taken on the firft claufe,

as far as " Delaware," inclufive
;
paffed in the affirmative.

On the queftion to agree to the fecond claufe, from Delaware to

$lie endj the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Peters,
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Massachusetts^ Mr. Holtetty

Mr. Osgood^

Rhode-Island.^ Mr. Ellery^

Mr. Howell^

Connecticut^ Mr. .S*. Himtingtony

Mr. £. Huntington,

Neiv-Yorky Mr. Duane,
Mr. L'Hommedieu,

JSfew-Jersey, Mr. Boudinot,

Mr. Condict,

Pennsylvania^ Mr. 3fontgomerj,

Mr. Peters,

Maryland, Mr. Carroll,

Mr. M'Henry,
Virginia, Mr. Lee,

Mr. Mercer,

North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins,
Mr. Williamson,

South-Carolina, Mr, Read,

Mr. Beresford,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.

Fridat, October 31, 1783.

Mr. George Bond, deputy lecretary, having informed, that the ftatc

of his private affairs will not fnffer him to continue longer in the fer-

vice of the public, and therefore tendered to Congrefs his refignation

of the appointment of deputy fecretary.

Resolved, That the refignation of Mr. George Bond, deputy fecre-

tary of Congrefs, be accepted ; and that he be informed, Congrefs ap-

prove the fidelity and affiduity with which he has difcharged the duties

of his appointment.

On motion of Mr. Mercer, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,

Resolved, That the fecretary be, and he is hereby empowered and

inftrudled, to continue to employ Mr. John Dunlap, to print for Con-

grefs ; and to inform him, that Congrefs expe£l he will keep his office

at the place where they may refide.

Nathan Jones, a clerk in the war-office, having informed, that he

is under a neceffity of quitting his office.

Resolved, That the account of Nathan Jones, a clerk in the war-

office, for his falary, be made up to the firft of January next, in con-

iideration of his faithful fervices.

The committee, confiding of Mr. Clark, Mr. Holten and Mr. Haw-
kins, to whom was referred a memorial from Henry Remfcn, jun.

and Benjamin Bankfon, clerks in the fecretary's office ; report,

That at a time v/hen Congrefs are taking meafures to reduce the

national expenfes, it will be highly improper to augment falaries, yet

confidering the incrcafed labour of the memorialifts, occafioned by the

reduced number of clerks in the fecretary's office, and the temporary

fufpenfion of the department for foreign affairs, the committee are of

opinion, that fonie allowance ought to be made them for fuch extra

fervices : whereupon,
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Resolved, by nine flates, That there be allowed to Henry Remfen,

jun. and Benjamin Bankfon, the two clerks in the fecrctary's office,

200 dollars each for their extra fcrvices.

A contrail between his moft Chriftian majefty and the United

States of America, entered into on the 25th day of February, 1783,

being laid before Gongrefs,

Resolved, That the fame be ratified in the terms following :

The United Stales in Congress assembled,

To all who fliall fee thefe prefents, fend greeting :

Whereas Benjamin Franklin, our minifler plenipotentiary at the

court of Verfailles, in purfuance of the powers in him vefled, did on.

the 25th day of February, in the year 1783, with Charles Gravier de

Vergennes, &c. counfellor of the king in all his councils, commander
of his orders, minifter and fecretary of ftate, &c. veiled with full

power of his mod Ghriftian majefly for the purpofe, enter into, con-

clude and fign a contradl between his moft Ghriftian majefty and the

United States of North-America, in the words following, viz.

(Here infert the contraft at large.)

NOW KNOW YE, That we the faid United States in Gongrefs

alTembled, impreffed with a lively fenfe o^ the affiftance and afFeclion

nianifefted by his moft Ghriftian majefty in the above contraft, have

ratified and confirmed, and by thefe prefents do ratify and confirm the

faid contraft, and every article thereof ; and we do hereby empower
our minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Verfailles, to deliver this

our ratification in exchange for the ratification of the faid contrail oix

the part of his moft Ghriftian majefty. In teftimony whereof, we have

caufed our feal to be hereunto affixed, witnefs his excellency Elias
BouDiNOT, prefident, this 31ft day of Oclober, 1783, and of our fo-

vereignty and independence the eighth.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Gerry
and Mr. Lee, to whom was referred a report of the fecretary for fo-

reign affairs, refpedling an agent or conful at Madeira,

Resolved, That a commercial agent be appointed to affift the mer-

chants and other citizens of thefe United States, trading to the Illand

of Madeira and Porto Santo.

The ballots being taken,

Mr. John Marfden Pintard was eledled.

According to order, the hon. P. J. Van Berckel, minifter plenipo-

tentiary from their high mightineffes the ftates general of the United
Netherlands, was admitted to an audience :

And upon being introduced, he addreffed Gongrefs in a fpeecb, of

flrhich the following is a tranftation :

Gentlemen of the Congress,

Previous to my laying before you the commiffion with which their

high mightineffes the ftates general of the United Netherlands have

honored me, permit me to exprefs the joy I feel on finding myfelf this

day in this affembly, and meeting thofe illuftrious men whom the pre-

fent age admires, and whom pofterity will always point to as models

of patriotifm, and Avhofe merits eternity itfelf can alone recompence.

While all Europe kept its eyes fixed on your exploits, their high

mightinclTcs could not refrain from very ferioufly interefting them-
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felves therein, recolledling as they always did the dangers and diffi-

culties to which their fore-fathers were fubjeded, before they could

free themfelves from the yoke in wliich they were enthralled. They
knew better than any other the worth of independence, and they knew

better to fet a juft value on the greatnefs of your defigns. They ap-

plauded your generous enterprize, which was infpired by a love of your

country, condudled with prudence and fupported with heroic courage ;

and they rejoiced at the happy fuccefs which crowned your labours.

In order to convince you of their affeftion, and the part they take

in whatever regards your republic, my mafters have charged me to con-

gratulate you on the accomplifliment of your defire, which had for

its obie£l the power of your own abfolute will, and the enjoyment of

that ineftimable and natural treafure, which places you in the rank of

fovereign and independent powers.

How flattering is it to me to find myfelf this day the organ and

interpreter of the fentiments and difpolitions of my mafters, and to

have it in my power to alTure you, on their behalf, that there is no-

thing which they more ardently wifli than the happinefs of your re-

public, and the eftablifliment of the union of your ftates. May this

union, founded on the principles of true patriotifm and a love for the

public good, be cemented in fuch a manner, that neither falfe ambition,

jealoufy, or private intereft, may ever be able to do it the leaft injury.

May the adminiftration of a wife and prudent government, difpenfe

happinefs and plenty among the people, and give them a glory ex-

tended from pole to pole, and as lafting as ages.

GENTLEMEN,

Their high mightineffes are not content with fending compliments

of congratulation, which are in themfelves unfruitful, but being con-

vinced that an intercourfe of commerce and mutual good will, are the

fureft means of binding clofer the facred bonds of friendfhip, which al-

ready unite you together ; they have commanded me to affure you,

that they have nothing nearer at heart, than to labour efFeclually to

render this friendfhip fruitful and profitable, and to contribute as far

as poffible to the aggrandizement of an ally, from whom they promife

themfelves the fame efforts. This is a iketch, but a very feeble and

imperfeft flcetch, of the fentiments of my mafters, whofe fincerity fur-

palTes expreflion, but which is however manifefted in the letter which I

fiball have the honor to deliver you. This, gentlemen, this is the pur-

pofe of the mifiion with which they have honored me. May it be in

my power worthily to anfwer their expeftation, and at the fame time

to gain your affedlion and confidence, which are fo necefTary for the

fuccefs of my undertaking. As to myfelf, without guile and without

artifice, I ih'all always condud myfelf with that reftitude, candor and

cordiality which form the diftinguifhed charafter of a true republican,

and Avhich is at the fame time the baft fecurity for my attaining the

point of my ambition, which is that of gaining the approbation of Con-

grefs, the friendfliip of its members, and the efteem of the United

States of America.

He then delivered the letter from their high mightlnefTes the ftates

general, of which the following is a tranflation.
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To the United States of America, in Congress assembled.

Our Friends and Allies,

WITH very great fHtisfacllon did we, by the reception of the hon.

Mr. Adams, your minilter with our (late, acknowledge the indepen-

dence of your republic ; and with equal and much greater delight have

we received the pleafing tidings of the conclufion of the preliminary

articles of peace, by which the court of Great-Britain has declared you

free and independent dates. We have long ardently widied for this

happy period, having, for feveral years pafi:, with forrow feen the trou-

bles and difficulties with which you were obliged to ftruggle. And
we do moft cordially congratulate you on this happy event, fincerely

taking a fhare in your prefent agreeable fituation.

To give ateftimony of our fentiments in this refpeft, and to convince

you of our unfeigned efteem, we have thought it proper to fend to you

an envoy extraordinary ; we have for that purpofe chofen a gentleman

of diflindlion, whofe perfonal qualifications are in great repute among
us ; the hon. Mr. Peter John Van Berckel, burgo-mafler of the city

of Rotterdam, and a deputy in ouraffembly. We hope and trufl: that

you will gracioufly receive this gentleman in quality of our minifter

plenipotentiary, and when he fliall have the honor to deliver you thefe

prefents, and to enter into farther negociations with you, that you

will give full faith unto him as unto ourfelves, being affured that he

will not be able to exprefs in terms too ftrong the fentiments of efteem

and reverence Avhich we have for a long time poffeffed for that wif-

dom, courage and perfeverance by which you have rendered yourfelves

famous throughout the world.

May God grant that your rifing republic may become more and

more profperous ; that it may increafe in luftre and glory, and fubfift to

the end of time.

We fhall at all times rejoice in your Increafing felicity ; and we
defire nothing more ardently than that we may maintain the ftriiElefl

friendfliip and correfpondence with you, for the good of the fubjects

and inhabitants of both countries.

This letter being read, the prefident returned the following anfwer

to the minifter :

IN a conteft for the rights of human nature, the citizens of the

United States of America, could not but be imprefTed with the glori-

ous example of thofe illuftrious patriots, who, triumphing over every

difficulty and danger, eftablifhed the liberties of the United Nether-

lands on the moft honorable and permanent bafts. Congrefs, at an

early period of the war, fought the friendfhip of their high mightinefl"es
;

convinced that the fame inviolable regard for liberty, and the fame

wifdom, juftice and magnanimity which led their fore-fathers to glory,

was handed down unimpaired to their pofterity ; and our fatisfadlion

was great in accompliftiing with them a treaty of amity and commerce
on terms fo acceptable to both nations.

With the ftncereft pleafure, ftr, we receive the honorable teftimoni-

als of confidence and efteem of their high rhightineffes, and their af~

Vol, VIII. V 2
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feiElionate congratulations on the fuccefs of our efforts in the facred

caufe of liberty.

We allure you, fir, that it is our earnefl defire, to unite with their

hi""h mightineffes in every meafure which can promote the moft unre-

ferved confidence, and the moft friendly intercourfe between two na-

tions, which have vindicated their freedom amidft the moft trying

fcenes of danger and diftrefs, and have been equally bleffed by the

gracious interpofition of Divine Providence, with that fovereignty and

independence fo effential to their fafety and happinefs.

Governed by the fame ardent love of freedom, and the fame maxims

of policy ; cemented by a liberal fyftem of commerce, and earneftly

difpofed to advance our mutual profperity, by a reciprocity of good of-

fices ; we perfuade ourfelves that the jnoft friendly and beneficial con-

nedtion between the two republics, will be preferved inviolate to the

lateft ages.

It adds, fir, greatly toour pleafureonthisintereftingoccafion,thattheir

high mightineffes have employed as their minifter, a gentleman fo highly

celebrated for reclitude and patriotifm, and from whole ilkiftrious fa-

mily thefe United States have received the moft diftinguilhed proofs of

regard and friendQiip.

The fecretary at v.-ar reported, that the following lines, corps and in-

dividuals, have agreed to accept the commutation of five years pay,

in lieu of the half-pay for life, as appears by the papers accoaipanying

his report :

The lines of New-Hampftiire, MafTachufetts, Rhode-Ifland, Con-

nec'licut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland

and Virginia,

Armand's legion, two light-dragoons, Hazen's regiment :

Corps of engineers, fappers and miners, Patton's and Pendleton's

artificers, Van Heer's troop ;

Adjutant-general and family, brigadier-general Clinton :

Colonel William Grayfon, colonel Malcolm, lieutenant-colonel

Morris :

Major Franks, majorAquilla Giles, major M'Pherfon, major Burnet,

major Barber, major Bruin, of the artificers, captain Turner, captain

Bentalon, captain John Stevens, captain M'Lane, captain Second,

lieutenant Beaulieu, lieutenant JoUibois, hofpital-department and Dr,

Tiiton, Dr. Bodo Otto, Dr. Frederick Otto, Dr. Martin.

The Rev. Mr. Ellis, Mr. Plumb, and Mr. Armftrong.

SAfuRDATf November 1, 1783.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Madifon and Mr. Peters, to whom was referred a letter of 14th

March, 1783, from the fecretary at war :

Resolved, That all lieutenant-colonels commandant in the army of

the United States, fhall rank as full colonels from the date of their

vefpective commiflions, and that new commiflions iffue accordingly,

the refolution of the 27th May, 1778, notwithftanding.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. S. Huntington,

Mr. A. Lee and Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter frorn
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captiau J. P. Jones, to the agent of marine, of the 13th October, and

a letter from liim to Congrefs of the 18tli of the fame month,

Resolved, That captain John Paul Jones be, and lie hereby is re-

commended to the minifter plenipotentiary of the United States, at

the court of Verfailles, as agent, to folicit under the direftion of the

faid minifter, for payment and fatisfaftion to the officers and crews,

for all prizes taken in Europe under his command, and to which they

are anywife entitled. And that the faid captain J. P. Jones, fhali

receive the commiffion ufually allowed in fuch cafes, out of the money
which he fliall recover as agent for tlie faid prizes, in full compenfa-

tion for his fervices and expenfes : Provided always, that the faid

captain J. P. Jones, previous to his entering upon the execution of

the faid truft, Ihall give to the fuperintendant of finance, for the be-

nefit of all concerned, fufficient bonds with good fecurity, for the

faithful difcharge thereof, and for the juft payment of the fame to the

faid fuperintendant of finance, to be by him diftributed to thofe per-

fons who may be entitled thereto.

A letter, of this day, from major-general Greene, was read, ftating,

that the letters and mifcellaneous papers, containing a hiftory of the

moft: material parts of the fouthern operations, may contain fome
things which Congrefs or their officers may hereafter have occafion

to refer to : That if Congrefs fliould think it an objeft worthy the

expenfe, he would be glad to get the whole papers tranfcribed into

bound books, and would take the trouble of direding the bufinefs, if

Congrefs will be at the expenfe of a clerk to do the writing : where-

upon.

Ordered., That the fecretary furniffi general Greene with a clerk,

to copy into a book or books, the papers or letters in his poffeffion,

relative to the fouthern operations ; and that the record thereof be

lodged in the fecretary's office :

Resolved, That the agent of marine provide captain J. P. Jones
with a paffage to France, in the Ihip Waffiington.

On a report from the fecretary at war, to whom was referred a

petition from lieutenant Richard Fullerton, and a motion thereon
;

Congrefs came to the following refolution :

Lieutenant Richard Eullerton having acled as a volunteer at an
early period of the war, particularly in the adion on Long-Ifland, and
at the battles of Trenton and Princeton ; and having difcharged the

feveral extra appointments of adjutant, major of brigade, and the im-
portant one of affiftant adjutant-general to the fouthern army, highly

to the fatisfadion of his general officers :

Resolved, That the fecretary at war iffue to lieutenant Fullerton,

the brevet commiffion of captain.

On motion of Mr. Ellery, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,
Ordered, That the poft-mafter-general enquire into the circum-

ftances of the mail being ftolen out of the poft-office in Princeton, on
laft Thurfday evening, and make report thereof to Congrefs.

The committee, confifting of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Duane and Mr. S.

Huntin9;ton, to whom was referred a motion of Mr. Wilfon, to devifc
means for procuring a full reprefentation in Congrefs, having reported,

" That whether from the peculiar circumftances fome of the ftates
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have been under during the war, or that the ftates in general were
not fufficient impreffed with the importance of keeping up a conftant

reprefentation in Congrefs, the committee cannot find on examining
the journals, notwithltanding the repeated earneft recommendations
for that purpofe, that all the flates have been reprefented at the fame
time : it appears that frequently there have not been more than nine

ftates, and too generally not more than a competent reprefentation for

the leffer objefts of the confederation. As the articles of confedera-

tion are filent upon this fubjeft, any further than by fixing the num-
ber of delegates for each ftate, and by declaring how many fliall con-

flitute a reprefentation, the committee prefume fuch filence was in

confequence of a firm reliance that the dates could not be inattentive

to a duty not only effential to the interefts of each ftate, but likewifc

to a principle on which the federal government itfelf refts.

The articles of confederation requiring, for cerain purpofes, the

agreement of nine ftates ; and as it has feldom happened more than

that number have attended, the committee conceive, that not only the

injury the public and individuals have fuffered hereby, have been oc-

cafioned, in many inftances, by the abfence of the delegates of fome

of the ftates, but like wife that the fpirit of the articles of confedera-

tion have been defeated, by making an unaniniity neceffary, whereas

nine only out of thirteen are required. And the committee are fur-

ther of opinion, tliat unlefs the ftates purfue efFe£lual meafures for keep-

ing up a conftant reprefentation, another material objeft of the con-

federation will be fruftrated. The delays unavoidable for want of a

full reprefentation, will, they conceive, oblige Congrefs to remain fit-

ting the whole year, whereas by the articles of confederation it ap-

pears, that it was expe£led part of the bufinefs of the United States,

would be tranfadled by a committee of the ftates.

The committee therefore are of opinion, that it ftiould be earneftly

recommended to the refpedlive ftates, to take the moft efFecStual mea-

fures to obtain, at all times, while Congrefs are fitting, a full repre-

fentation, that the delay of bufinefs, which has proved fo injurious to

the public, and grievous to individuals, may no longer be a fubjedl of

complaint.

Resolved, That Congrefs agree to the faid report

;

And in order that the ftates may have a proper knowledge of the

circumftances Congrefs ftiall be under in this refpeft,

Resolved.^ That every morning, at eleven o'clock, an account be ta-

ken of the attendance of the feveral delegates in Congrefs, and a copy

thereof, together with an account of the ftates unreprefented, be fent

to the executive of each ftate.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr.
Duane and Mr. Madifon, to whom were referred, among other things,

a letter from the fuperintendant of finance, of the 15th September laft,

and fundry papers therein enclofed,

Resolved, That it be an inftrudion to the fuperintendant of finance,

to inform the farmers general of France, that Congrefs are fenfible of

their generous attention to the circumftances of the war in which thefe

United States have been fo long engaged, and which, interrupting
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their commerce, deprived them of the means of feafonable remittan-

ces, to fatisfy the balance lb jullly due on the loan made by them.

That the United States in Congrefs affembled, in providing for the

national debt, by their acl of the 18th day of April, 1783, were not

unmindful of the demands of laid farmers general ; and when tjie fyf-

tem thereby adopted for the relief of public creditors Ihall have taken

efFecl, the intereft accruing on the balance due to the faid farmers ge-

neral will be punftually remitted : And that if this arrangement (liall

not prove fatisfaftory to the farmers general, they I'hall be affured in

the name of the United States, that all the means in their power ftiall

be employed to difcharge the principal fum due to the faid farmers ge-

neral, as foon as the condition of the public finances will admit.

On the report of a committee, confifting of Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Lee
and Mr. Duane, to whom was referred a memorial of lieutenant Wil-
liam Stewart,

Resolved, That the fuperintendant of finance take order for paying

lieutenant William Stewart, two months pay on account.

On motion of Mr. Holten, feconded by Mr. Williamfon,

Resolved, That the feveral matters now before Congrefs, be refer-

red over and recommended to the attention of the United Sates in Con-
grefs affembled, to meet at this place on Monday next.

END OF THE EIGHTH VOLUME.
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ference with, confidered, - 269, 319, 324
a proclamation prohibiting tranfadlions with, without

the authority of Congrefs, - - 274
fale of fuch goods as may be neceffary for fupplying, at a

propofed negociation, to be fufpended, - 286
a convention to be held with, - - 308

Inhabitants, an account of the number of, in each ftate, to be de-

livered to Congrefs, - - - 98
Inftruftions to the commiffioner appointed to fettle accounts with

the ftate of Virginia, - - 93
to major Jackfon, refpeding the mutineers, 208

Invalid corps, a ftate of, to be laid before Congrefs, - 6

Irwin John, petition of, confidered, - - 236
IfTues, accounts of, to the feveral officers, to be furniflied for the

adjuftment of their accounts, - - 237

Jeffersonhon. Thomas, to have accefs to the feveral offices, 41

fervice of, difpenfed with, - 129

Jones capt. John Paid, for his fervices to be recommended to his

excellency the marquis de Vaudreuil, 18

recommended to the minifter plenipotenti-

ary of the United States at the court of

Verfailles, as agent to folicit for pay-

ment to the officers a'nd crews for all

prizes taken in Europe, - 335

to be provided with a paffage to France, ibid.

Jordan John, a feaman, difabled in aftion, allowance to be made

to, for life, - - - 262

Kelelamond, memorial of, confidered, - - 233

Kingston, copies of the aiSl refpefting the ceffion of, to Congrefs,

to be tranfmitted to the executives of the refpeclive ftates, 20Q
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Knox major-general, to be allowed the pay of a major-general in

a feparate department during his command at Weft-Point, 324
Kosciusko colonel, promoted to brigadier-general, - 303

Lands, mode of eftimating in the United States, - 88

Langburn William^ promoted to lieutenant-colonel, 286
jLcztmoy brigadier-general, commended, - - 300

to be provided with a paffage to France, 310
Xflwrenj the hon. ifenry, permitted to return to America, 129

Lauzutif fhip Due de, requeft of the minifter of France refpefting

the loan of, complied with, - - 142

Duke de, approbation of Congrefs exprefTed refpedling, 187

Zee ^r^y^wr, permitted to deliver up loan certificates, - 13

L'Enfant captain, promoted to major by brevet,
,

- 189

Letter, from the fpeaker of the lower houfe of affembly of Rhode-
Ifland, - - - 27

objections contained in anfwered, - ,
- 152

extract of, from Dr. Franklin, refpeftlng foreign loans, 158

from the minifter plenipotentiary of France, refpeding

foreign loans, - - - 159

from the commander in chief, refpecling anonymous let-

ters, - - - 169

extract of a letter from the commander in chief, dated

the PalTaick falls, - - - 177

Letters between the commander in chief and fir Guy Carleton,

refpefting violation of articles, to be tranfmitted to the minif-

ter plenipotentiary in Europe, - - 195

Lewis Morgan, claim of, to permanent rank and emoluments of

a colonel not admitted, - - - 131

Lincoln major-general, refignation of, as fecretary at war ac-

cepted, his merit commended, and his continuance to difcharge

the duties of the office intended, - - 523
Livingston Mr. refigns his office of fecretary for foreign affairs, 18

Loans from his moft Chriftian majeft)', copy of the contract ref-

pecling, - - - 161

from fundries, copy of the contrail refpecling, - 164
Lottery, letters and tickets in the hands of the poft-mafter-ge-

neral, neceffary for the fettlement of the accounts of, to be

delivered up free, - - - 27
Lowell Mr. John, eledled one of the judges for the court of ap-

peals in cafe of capture, - - 21
Magazines to be erected above the falls of James River, Vir-

ginia, - - - 201
Majefty, his moft Chriftian, conduft of, fufficient to infpire ab-

horrence of ads derogatory to the principles of the

alliance, - - - 4 3

Britannic, execution on the part of, of certain articles

ftipulated with, confidered, - 197
violation of articles ftipulated by, to be made the fub-

jed of remonftrance, - - 195
M^Kenzie James, a feaman difablcd in adion, allowance to be
made to, - - - 262
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Marine, a£^-ent of, to fet all naval prifoners at liberty, - 135
authority of, refpefting public abufes or private injuries

committed by captains of privateers. Sec. - 19S
fituation of the treafury unfavourable to the eftablifli-

ment of, upon a refpeclable footing, - 233
department, accounts of perfons in, to be adjufled by

the commifTioner for fettling the accounts of, 142

Jofeph Pennel, Efc]; appointed conimiffioner to fettle

the accounts of", - - 203
Memorials of brigadier-general Hazen confidered, - 144

Lieutenant Ignace Penet, - 91
Lieutenant Lifter, - . . ihid,

Mrs. Grace Mercer, - - 217
Stephen Moore, - - - 279
commonwealth of Pennfylvania, - - 83

Minlfter plenipotentiary of France, notification of, refpefting

the capitulants of St. Chriftopher's, ordered to be pub-

liflied, - - . 67
plenipotentiary of their high mightineffes the ftates gene-

ral of the Netherlands, admitted to an audience, 531
directions refpeding his admilTion, - 322
his letter of credence, - - 333
anfwer thereto, - - il>id.

Morris Mr. I'ubfbmce of the conference with, refpecling his con-

tinuance in oflice, - - - 180

Mortimer Dr. Charles^ account of, to be fettled, - 123

3Iurnand major, promoted to lieutenant-colonel by brevet, 261

Mutiny of troops in Pennfylvania, refolutions refpeding, 206
in confeqnence of, Congrefs remove to Princeton, ibid,

the fpirit difcovered by citizens to fupport good govern-

ment, applauded, - - 212,216,237
an ambiguity complained of in the report of a committee,

refpefting, removed, - - .215

execution of the fentences againfl the feveral offenders

convifted of, to be fufpended, - 241

report of the proceedings of the court-martial relpefting,

to be laid before Congrefs, - - 248

an aft of pardon in their favor, - 260
acquittal of capt. Chridie, capt. Symonds and lieut. Huf-

ton, confirmed, - - - 261

thanks of Congrefs to major-general Howe for the pru-

dence with which he conducted the enquiry into, ibid.

Nantucket^ draught of an ordinance in confequence of a memo-
rial from the inhabitants of, - - 1 13

draught of a paffport agreed to, - 120

New-Hampsbire gYTLUts, proceedings of the people inhabiting, re-

folved upon, - - - 21

iV-^eTy- 2 orA, evacuation of, not to be retarded, - 196

North capt. promoted to major by brevet, - 253

-Officers, an account of the names and titles of all, in the civil lift

department, and in the civil and military ftaff, to be laid before

Congrefs, -
.

- - 99
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Ogdeti col. leave of abfence granted to, to go to Europe, 142

Order queftion of, moved, and palled in the negative, 9 5

Ordinance, to amend an ordinance rel'pecting the poil-office, 38

for eftablifliing courts for the trial of piracies. Sec. 109

draught of, reipedling the memorial from tlie inha-

bitants of Nantucket, - - 114

prohibiting the purchafe and fettlement of certain

lands, read, - - - 238
referred to a grand committee, - 246
proclamation repo-. ted by it, - - 274

Outrages unauthorized by the laws of war, an account of, to be

tranfmitted to the conimrmder in chief, - 103

Paca W. refignshis office of judge of the court of appeals in cafes

of capture, - - - 16

Packets, not to carry goods or merchandizes, - 200
PaiTport, abufe of, by the Britifh complairied of, - 82

without grounds, - - 100

Pay-mafter-general to furnilh the fecretary at war with accounts

of all the pay received by the army, - 16

Peck major William^ depreciation of, ordered to be fettled, 27
Pennel Joseph^ Efq; appointed commiffionerto fettle the accounts

of the marine-department, - - 203
Phelps Charles, petition of, confidered, - 11

Piracies and felonies on the high-feas, courts eftabliflied for the

trial of, - - - 109

Pollock Oliver, refolutions on the memorial and accounts of, 133, 188
compenfation allowed to, for extraordinary fervices,i3/c/,

Poftage of letters paid by minifters at foreign courts, chargeable

to the United States, - - 193
Poft-mafter-general to continue the fouthern pod to Savannah, in

Georgia, - - 40
authorized to appoint a deputy to attend the

army, - - 131

to pay Mr. Alvey, - - 186
Poft-office, draught of a fupplementary ordinance for regulating,

read and re-committed, - 17
an ordinance for amending it, - - 39
all letters to and from the heads of departments free, 106
department, in fettling the accounts of, retrofpeit to

be given to the allowance for travelling ejipenfes, 32
Polls frontier, direiflions to the commander in chief refpedting, 191
Princeton, Congrefs affemble at, - - 206
Prifoners naval, to be let at liberty, - 135
Privateers, agent of marine authorized refpeiSling public abufes

or private injuries committed by, - - igg
Proclamation of a ceffation of arms between the United States

and his Britannic majefty, - - 134
for a day of thankfgiving, - - 512
dlfcharglng the army, . - 313

Putnam col. Rufiis, promoted to brigadierj - 64
Vol, VIII. Y 2
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Quakers, deputation from the yearly meeting of, delivered an ad-

drefs to Congrefs, - - - 297
Quarter-mafter-general to furnifh all extraordinary expreffes, 40
Read Mr. George, elefted one of the judges for the court of ap-

peals in cafes of capture, - - - 21

Re-capture of horfes, claimed by the original owners, cafe of,

confidered, - . - S7, 38
Recommendations of Congrefs to the United States, viz.

to tranfmit to the commander in chief an account of any
outrages committed by the enemy, - - 103

to inveft Congrefs with a power of levying duties upon im-

ports, - - - 139

to eftablifli effe6tual and fubftantial revenues for the dif-

charge of intereft and principal of all the debts contradled

for fupporting the war, - - 140

to comply with former refolutlons relative to the ceflion of

territorial claims, - - - 141

to authorize their delegates to ratify an alteration made in

the eighth article of the confederation, - ibid.

refpefting literary property, - - 189

to pafs laws to indemnify officers of the army for damages
done, _ _ _ ibid.

. to the ftate of New-York, to receive Canadian refugees and
others as citizens, _ _ - 236

to the executive therfcof, refpedling the pay of lieutenant-
''

colonel Varick, _ - . 323
to the ftates of Delaware, Maryland and Georgia, to fend

delegates to Congrefs, _ - - loo

fome departure in, from federal conftitution unavoidable, 146

Report of a committee for tranfmittlng to the executive of Rhode-

Ifland extra£ls of public letters from Europe, - 67

Reprefentation of the ftates in Congrefs, the neceffity of making
up the deficiency in, - - - 212

Retaliation to be made for a£ls of cruelty or violence committed

by the Britilh, - - - 10

Revenue, report on, - - 115

colleftors of, to be appointed by the ftates within which

their offices are to be refpedlively exercifed, 139

an annual account of the proceeds and applications of,

to be tranfmitted to the feveral ftates, - 140

Rochmnbequ his excellency, and army under, commended, 43

Salaries of the minifters, Sec. of the United States in Europe, to

be eftimated in dollars, and paid In bills of exchange upon France

and Holland, - - .112
Savannah inhabitants of, Brltlfh fubjeds, permitted to difpofe of

their goods, - - -42
Scherme7-horn Mr. memorial of, confidered, - - 29

Secretary at war to tranfmit the proceedings of Congrefs refpe£l-

ing the Indian nations, to the commander in chief, 188

to lay before Congrefs monthly returns of officers and

men in fervice, during the year 1782, - 102
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Secretary at war, to report meafures for reducing the expenfes in

the war department, - - 151

to take immediate meafures for removing the lines of ,

Virginia, Maryland, Sec. to places within their ref-

pedlive ftates, - - 144

to furlough the troops of Pennfylvania, &c. 201
authorized to ereft magazines in Virginia, above the

falls of James river, - - ibid,

for foreign affairs, to forward to the Britifh general and

admiral, papers refpefting the capture of a flag, 187

authorized to communicate to the minifters of foreign

powers, - - - 1

6

to communicate with the minifler of France on the de-

parture of the army under Rochambeau, 43
Sergeant capt. JFintbrop, promoted to major by brevet, 246
Ships of war not to be laden with goods or merchandizes, 200
Scihriber cz'pt, refolution on letter of, - - 19

5'/6re?!e col. memorial of, confidered, - - 106

States-general, their high mightineffes, treaty of amity and com-
merce between, and the United States, 71

a convention between, and the United States ref-

pefting veffels re-captured, - 80

forms of ratifications, - - 69
proclamation thereof, - - 70
in confequence of treaty, form of a paflport to (hips, 79
of a certificate, } ., . ,

or a lea-letter, 3
States United, recommendation to, viz. to take the moft effedlual

meafures to maintain a full reprefentation in

Congrefs, - - 100

to adjufl and difcharge the deficiencies on the ad-

ditional pay of officers in the army, taken from
the line to acTl in the departments of the gene-

ral-ftaff, - - ibid.

legiflatures of, to be feverally addrelTed on the ne-

ceffity of their complying with the requifitions

of Congrefs, - - 24
faith of, pledged for the obfervance of a certain

refolution, - - 31

recommendation to, viz. to be feverally called

upon to fettle with their refpeAive lines of the

army up to Auguft, 1780, - 82
required to fufpend enliftments for the army, ISO
cefifation of arms between, and his Britannic ma-

jefty, - - 133

an addrefs to, by Congrefs, - - 145
not in Congrefs, to be informed that it is indif-

penfible they fliould fend forward a delegation, 212
attention of, to be recalled to the refolutions to

facilitate the payment of the notes ilfucd to the

army, - - - 203
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States United, for the confiderations of the addrefs and recom-

mendations of Congrefs, fuch of the legiflatures

of, as are neither fitting nor about to fit foon,

to be earneftly defired to convene, - 191

authority of, in Congrefs affembledj infulted by

the menacing appearance of a body of armed

foldiers, - - - 206
treaty of amity and commence between, and his

majefty the king of Sweden, - - 218

Massachusetts^ report of a grand committee on the letter from

the legiflatiire of, conlidered, - 63

report of a committtce on a letter from the legi-

flature of, confidered, • 262, 274
line, proceedings refpecling the paying the officers

and foldiers of, difcharged on furlough, 212

Rhode-Island, deputation from Congrefs to, refolved upon, 25

copy of a letter to be fent with it, - 26

letter from the fpeaker of the lower houfe of af-

fembly of, to Congrefs and proceedings thereon, 27
deputation to, to proceed as foon as poflible, 3 1

fufpended, _ _ - 40

New-York, copies of the acl of the legiflature of, refpedling the

ceiTion of Kingfton, to be tranfmitted to the refpedlive ftates, 199

NeiV-'Jersey.f reuionfl;i antes of the ftatc uf, - - 204

Pennsylvania, memorial of the commonwealth of, confidered, '83

requefted to indemnify colonel Broadhead againft

actions depending againft him, - 129

refolutions of the (late of, refpedting proceedings

and recommendations of Congrefs, 245, 246, 247
refpecling the holding of a conference with the

Indians, - - - 271

inftructions to the delegates from, confidered, 269

JDelaivare, the executive of the ftate of, requefted to give direc-

tions for providing quarters for the troops- of his moft Chrif-

tian majefty, - - - SI

Maryland, copies of the acts of the legiflature of, to be tranf-

mitted to the refpeftive ftates, - - 200

Virginia, repeal of an act of the legiflature of, to enable Congrefs

to lay a dnty on merchandizes and prizes, - 82

refplution of the general afl"embly of, refpe£ting the

fliipnient of tobacco, - - 92

ceffion of territory by, confidered, 199, 203, 253
itate of, permitted to keep up two armed vefTels for the

defence of its trade, ^ - 283

North^Carolina.) part of the troops of, Avith officers to command,

to be retained i?) fervice, - - - 5

Statue equeftrian, to be ere£ted in honor of general Waflnngton, 255

SteubenhdiXQYi^e, entitled to the diftinguiflied noti>ce of Congrefs, 41

a fum to be advanced to, to enable him to take

the field another campaign, - ibid.

Stewart lieutenant,, accounts of, ordered to be paid, - 337
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Stirling major-general lord, death of, and encomium on, 84

Stoddard Dr. Darius, account of, to be adjulled and liquidated, 18G

Subfiftence-money to be allowed to officers in the army in lieu of

rations, - - - - 18

Sweden, a treaty between his majefty, king of, and the United

States, - - - - 218

Taxes, the refpedive ftates to be called upon to forward, 189

Ternant lieutenant-colonel, memorial of, confidered, - 281

promoted to colonel, - - 303

Territory, cefTion of, by the commonwealth of Virginia, confi-

dered, - - 199, 203, 253

a motion refpecling fuch as lies within the boundaries

of the feveral, and within the limits of the United

States, , . . 254
Ticbenor, letters of, to be tranfmitted, and recommended to the

attention of the ftate of New-Hamplliire, - - 3S

Tobacco, exportation of a quantity of, from Virginia, under paff-

ports of Congrefs, confidered, - - 92

Treafury, amount of money in, for the year 1782, 87
Treaty, between their high mightinefTes the ftates general of th.e

Netherlands and the United States, - 69

between his majefty the king of Sweden and the United

States, - - - 218
amendments to be required of inaccuracies in, 228
a proclamation of, - - - 279
feparate articles of, - - idid.

Veffels armed, all on the annunciation of a general peace recalled, 122

FzY/f?/rfl?2cZ>e major, promoted by brevet, - - 189

Walke Thomas, letter of, ordered to be tranfmitted to the com-
mander in chief, - - - 260

War department, meafures to be reported for reducing expenfes in, 131

Washington his excellency general, authorized, on Britilh vio-

lation of the laws of war, to demand fatisfaftlon,

if refufed, to retaliate, - - 10

an account of fuch violations to be tranfmitted to

him, - - - 103

a difcretlonary power given to, of granting fur-

loughs or difcharges, - - 144

letter of fir Guy Carleton referred to, - ibidm

letter from, refpefting anonymous papers circulated

in the army, - - - 169

refpefting the proceedings of the grand convention

of the officers, - - 174
extradl from a reprefentation made by, to a com-

mittee of Congrefs at the army, - ibid.

of a letter from, refpecling the redudlion of regi-

ments, - - - 177
addrefs of, to the officers of the army refpefting

anonymous papers, - - 180

to continue to remonftrate to fir Guy Carleton ref-

pecling negroes leaving NeNy-York, - 195
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Wasbingtoriy to grant furloughs to foldiers enlifted to ferve dur-

ing the war, - - - 195

a committee appointed to confer with, on the peace

arrangement, and to report the manner of re-

ceiving him in Congrefs, - - 235

an equeftrian ftatue to be erecfted to, - ibid.

a houfe to be engaged for, during his attendance on

Congrefs, - - - 236

to make application to his Britannic majefty's ge-

nerals, refpefting the delivery of archives, re-

cords, &c. belonging to any of the United States, 242
his excellency general, introduced to Congrefs, and

addreffed by the prefident, - ibid.

his excellency's reply, - - 243
to have accefs to the fecret papers of Congrefs, 261

to reward the fidelity of his guards, by prefenting

them with their horfes and accoutrements, 285
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